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N A R R A T I V E

OF T H B

D R E A D F U L  S U F F E R I N G S

O F

S I X  M E N ,

Who left the lilm d of Sc Helena in  ̂
Whale Boat an I pa'dng to Sea were rolLd 
hbout f:>r 2 )̂ days> in which time tbey were 
fo hard pat to for proviiions that tiiey call 
Lots v/hp fhould die for the faflenaiice of 
jthe reft, when the Lot fell on one :Vl Kimioji 
.who bled him ftlf to death, on wiftcn the 
»reft fuofifted for iev^ral days, wiien three 
.of the fix arrived at a Portuguefe Seuieinenc 
lin South AtneriCva.I '
f

|The ivhole d^Lvered upon Oath  ̂ by 
JOHN BROWN, One of the Survivors

S T I R L I N G :

Piiiited and Sold by C» RandalU i8o^



SÜFFERi^iGS OF SOME DESERTERS*

jCcif
L Etters lately received from St Helena, give 

amofl fingularand aiFefting narrative re- 
fpeöing fix dcferters from the Artillery of that 
liland. Their extraordinary adventures produ« 
ced a Court of Inquiry on the i ith of December 
laft, when John l5rown» one of the fur\uvers de-  ̂
livered- the following Account upon oath, betöre 
Captain Desfountain Prefiv'ent } Lieutenant Ö»
Hodfon. andEnfign Voung:  ̂ ^  Ü'

In June, i 99, i belonged to the nrll Lom- iĵ ,, 
pany of Artillery in the fervice ot this Garrifon, jj(f 
And cn the i ctli of that month, about ha f  an i,v̂  
hour btfore parade time. M K nnon gunner and 
orderly of the 2d company aiked me if * was|:jj 
willing to go lÄith him on boiiu » f  an nmencan* 
ihip called the Columbia, Captain Hemy Lehr 
the only Hiip then in the roads ; afcer tome 
convcrfatlcji I agreed and met him about fcvrii 
oxrlock at the playhoufb wntre 1 found 
M^Quin of Major bcale’s company .notherhr 
man called Brjghoufe, another called P*irr, and,*,
the iixth Mctthew (.knvay. , i j

t, Parr wus a good ie-iman and fiid he wouldi..
take us to the ‘üaai^ot Alctnfion or lay of 
harbour liU the Columbia could weigh anchoij  ̂
and come our. We went down about eighty o . 
dock to the Weit Rocks, where the Amencaa;
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(boat was ’'waiting for us. manned with three of 
Ithe American fcaman which took us aiong fi' e 
khe Columbra— We went on board— Pitr <̂ er.t 
jdown into the cabin and v e ch mged our ciothes 
iafcer having been cn board iialf an hour

Brighoufc and Conway propofed to cut a 
/̂iwhaie boat from out of the harbour, to prevent 
Xoiumbra from being lufpeded, wh'ch they tL  
ifeCted, having therein a coii of rope an i five oars, 
fiwith a large ilone ihe was inooied by— this hî p- 
(pened about eievea at night.

vVe obferved lanthorns p îfling by the line 
j..towards the fca Gate ai;d hearing a greattfod-î 
il thought we were miffed and fe arched for. We 

. immediately caibarjked in the wnaie boat, with 
about twentjf*five pounds of bread in a big and 
a imali keg of water fupp fid to contain about 
thirteen gallons, one c^mpifs and one quadrant, 
given to us by the Commanding Oificci of îlae, 
Columbra—but in our hu ry the quadrant was 
either left behind or dropped over*board.

“  We then left the Ihip̂  pulling with two oar* 
only to get a h^ad of aer—th  ̂boat was half full' 
of water, and nothing to bale her out—in t; is 
condition v̂ e rowed out to fea, and Uy otf the 

> I Hand, a great diitanqe, expeding the American 
nfliip hourly.

Abo^t 1 2 o'clock the fécond day» no ihlp 
appealing by Parr's advice we bore away. lteer»< 
ing N by Wr, and then N. N. W, for the ifland
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ò f v̂ fcerificvn, cûr handkercbíífs aí? fubftí-
tutes for ÍpilSj We met with gále of wiïid 5 
which -crntirued two-days— the weather then 
beer me very fine, and we fuppe fed we f/ad niin 
alout ten miles î̂ ii hour. M'Kinnon f e|>t á ret:- 
könihg ^ith pen, ink", and paper, ftipplied by 
the ('o^umbra ás a’fo charts and maps.

We continued our coarfe till about the iStli 
îr the morning wheii w’e faw a muliber of birdöj, 
but no land. \bout tŵ elve that day Parr faid 
he wâ  fure we muit be pail the ífíahd áccouht- 

it to be 8éo mileíí from St Helena. We 
thtR èích of us took our fhlrt. aïül with them 
mace a fmali ipirt-fai' aiid kcé'd cur jacket and 
trowfetè t tether at the w'siilband to k^ep us 
warm an<l then altered onf eomfe to. V, by N 
.thinking to make Rio de |:ineiro on the Ameri­
can C-oait Frovifions running Verv fhott Wè
alloweo ouritives on y an cuneé o í bread for 
^wentr -foUY hours and tUo mouthfuls of wat̂ 'K

'A e ' OfiMLued until , the 20, when all out* 
proviliims-weft expenced. Un tne äytn M Ouin 
took a piece of Oaniboo iîi his niouth to dhéWj 
and we all f  Ho?ved the example On thatiiîghî* 
ît bnng my tjjin to ib et the boats i:nd tferhem- 
berurg to have read- of perlons in cur fiiuaUcn 
eating their Ihoes. J cut a piece off one Of mine ;
jbul F bemg fôâkèd víith fíot waiér  ̂ I was ob Ik 
|cd to Ipit out* alfid take he inhae fóal  ̂ whlcli

Ifit.
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j^àtt of, and difiribiited to the rcíl. but 
á̂»und ho behf fit from it 
 ̂ ‘ On the ift o f J uIt IVTr Fatr c^u^ht á doU 

^|iin with a gaff thát had been Icfc in tiv* boat, 
‘i7é áU fell tin out knees and thanked God foi: 
'ijs gocdrefs to u?. We îcrè up thé fiiîi, and 
bng h  to dry ?. aboiit felir we eat ['•■ah 9 f it,

= ûî̂ hich agreed whli us pretty wcíh O/*. tt)is hfh 
fiTbftiled tii! the 4 th, aK-iit eleven o'clock, 

■î̂ hèn fiàdîfîQf the whole expended bones ano ail"' 
•iiVr, m ife'f, BhghouPe.. imê 'Crn-vay. propofed 

di feiittle the boat and let her go down, to put 
tujii cut-oFour mifery i tile o?hér t̂ vo objhHo, od- 

Irvine that God who made m:m, ali^ays found 
bn foniethihg to eat

Oh the; j ih ,  about eleven, M'Kihnoh pro-
L'i»|fed that it ^'ouM be' bét t r  to cait lots forgone

us to idle ih order to fave the reft ;  to which 
;.i |e. confehted t  hé lots where made. Wiiiiam 

t^r helhti hek two days bèíore with the fpotted 
jver, was excluded He wrc.-te the numbers 
jit ar.'d put them I t  his hat, which we crew out 

f,lmdfohjedy and put them in oür pa ckets. Pa,r 
'jen aiked whofe lot it was to dhi ? - none of us 
» libwing what niim jer we had in our p icket— 
Í jch bile praying to God that it riiighl be his 
,lt. It was agreed that No 5 iliouhl die, and 

>fc€ Idts bèiiîg ütifoldèd M Kiunou's wà& No. 5.
"" AVe had agreed that wHòlé lot it wài ihoutd 

[éed hhnliiif to death j for which parpofe we
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had provided ourfelves with n?iî s fiiarpen^ii 
which we got from the boat. M ‘Kinnon  ̂with  ̂
cue of theni cur himfelf in three places, in hia 
foot himd aud wrift, and praying God to forJ 
give him i ied in about a qua'rter of an hour. i 

Before he was quite cold, Brighoufe withj f • 
one thpfe nails cut a piece of fleih off hiiy 
thi-ih, and hunp̂  it up having his body in th a. 
boat About three hv̂ ur̂  after, we all eat c f it 
only a very fmall bit. Ibis piece lailed us untifi 
the 7th We dipped the bodv eve y two hours',.  ̂
into the fea to prefeive it. l^.rr having fm ni a;,‘ 
piece of ilite in the bottom of the boat tie Iharp-j ,̂, 
ened it rn the other large done and with it cuti,. 
another piece of the thigh, w'hich iaftcd us until« .. 
the 8th, when it b dng mv watch, and obferving' 
the water, about bre<ik e.f day to change colourj 
I Cvilled the reit thinking we were near ihorci 
but faw no light it not being yet day iight. « 

As foon as day appeared, we diicovered landi, 
tight a head, and iteered towards it* About 
eight in the moniing we were clofe to the fliore, 
tliere being a very heavy furf, we endeavoured  ̂
to turn tiie boat’s head to it* but being very'  ̂
weak we were uLab:e : foou alter the boat up c | 
Myfelf Conway, aod Parr got on Ihore, 
and nrighoufe weie drowned. .

We iiifcoveied a fmali hut on the beach. .ir[ 
which where an indian «.iid his mother'w'ho fpokiM 
Poriuguefc» and a underiiaiiuiiig that ianguagei.



/
jrnt that thôre was’ a village about three miles 

riauce calle*! Belmont—this iniian went to 
. f t  village, and gave inf.)rmt(tion that the -̂ 'renc'j 

landed and in about two hours the Govern*
• Ü o f the village^ a Clergyman witn ffveral 
,,j,)ined men. took Conway and Parr prifoners,

Îng them by their hau ls a n l . and ilm ging 
;m on a bamboo flick , and in thu manner 

bk them to the village, I being very weak, 
imaiiied in the hut but was afterwards talten.

On our telling them that we were Engiifh,
PÎ were immediately releafed and three hani- 
'»I'jcks provided— we were taken in the u to the 
iovetnor's houfe who let us ly on his own bed, 
Id gave US milk and rice to eat j but not having 

, jten anv thing, for a coniiderable time, we 
'\ere locked jaw*d anc continue i fo till the 2 vd, 
bring which time the Governor wrote to the 
I'overnor c f dt balvador who fent a fmall 
Ihooner to a place called Porto * ejuro to take 

to t. Salvador We were conduced to Por- 
k Sejuro on horfeback paiTing through banta 
froix, where we remained aheut ten days, af- 

■ 'Irwards we embarke i, ane on our a’̂ rival at 
Vlilvador, Parr on being queilioiied by the Go* 

rernor, jnfw'ered, th.'t our Ihtp had foundered 
fea, and w'e had fared ourfeives in the boat ;  

n iat the (hip’s name was the bally of Liverpool, 
*liind beiong«.i to his father, and \vas iait from 
bape Corfe Caille, on the Coaft of d-irka  ̂ t»



toiich a.t ArcenHon f<>r turile, and then boiirxd foi; 
Jamai.'n-T'Psrr f id he was ihe Cap.aia.

‘ ‘ We continue.1 at St ">alvador abou-. thifteeii; 
davs durinq; whlch time the inhibi:ants 
üpa rublcripti’>a of 200I e.ich man. We thei! 
e rbarkp Mii the M ria a Portu'due'e ihip fi, 
I ifb m j P ut as Mate Cpnway 6o,atiw.iin s Matd 
m\'e'A he'ng fickly, as padenger, In ^hirteel 
davs ’̂i'e vUiivej at, b  <'e JanelrOc P^rr an$ 
C.onwäy hiiled for Piiboii; and l was b f  in thi 
hoipita! j in about three »months- Capt^in E i 
phindor e of die Diomede preffeti me into Hi; 
Majeiiy’s fervLe, giving me the choLe of r& 
piairiiig on that ftaiijn, or to proceed to th;' 
Aemiraf ai the Cape 1 ende the latrer, an 
Was put with feven fufpefled deierters on boarci 
|he nn, a Botany Bay 'hip, in irons w}th com, 
vifts When I anived at the Cape  ̂ I was piji 
on boaid the Lancalfer, of 64 guns. 1 ne>’eii 
enteren» l at length recelved my difcharge 
fmee which l en^.tged in the Eluke of Clarenqj 
as a ferirnaa : 1 w'as de^^rntined to give myfel 
up the iiiit opportunity, in Order 10 relate Bf 
fuffeiings to the nmn of this garrifon to detei 
them from aitera|>ting io jnad a fcheme again,;

."»1
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