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A M E R 1C A.
Drawn out of divers Autfiors, and reduced 

incoa better forme 5 with a Mapp of 
the River, and of its Provinces, bein°̂
that place which Walter Rat l̂d^h intended to con^ter and plant, when he made his Vov-

/

Frenchhy th^Comt oi Pa,an anddedicated to Cardinal! Mazarine, i?order to a Conqneft by the Cardinals moti­
on to be undertaken.

And nc.w tranflated into Englifli by William 
Hamthen,^ná huinbly offered to his Ma/efly 

as worthy his Confidcration, ’

- L o n d o nPrinted for John Starkey at the Miter in Fleet- 
jlreet near Temfh-Barre, i 6 6 i. '
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T O  T H E

Imperial Majefty
O F

CHARLES II
o f Great-Bnttdiny Vrmce,
and 1reland‘̂ ^{tn^tt of
 ̂the Faith of Frotefl ants,znd o iP rd -

tefiams themfdves by bis Title o f
fignal providence jHappi nefs,

Viftories, Triumphs.

Wf-

Gracious Sir,
o i  only frcewill-ofFcrings and

gifts were acceptable t» God, 
though they had a member  ̂ or 
members fuperfluous,’ or wire 
deficient in fomey and fo had
»»«cA imperfedion, fo it  ^ere 

L  • r rf' n a t u r e  of  unfinccrity, 
tnm tch reipe t̂hey behove4 tobe withciiit ble-̂

A  2



The Hpiftle Dedicatory, 
mifli ; { L e v i t . z i .  i l . )  hut ?« treipa(s-ofie-
vingSa/fui rrhich were commanded and not left 
free, i f  the Party iom poor̂ nnt only a fingle T  Uf- 
tlr, o r a c c e n t e d  {for the other 
rvas for an Holocdtfiji) but j  iinglc meat-oiTer- 
ing, divery llttle'Flvvper or M eal, and a little Salt 
to were accepted for both Holocauft and 
trcfpafs-ofiering under om/,(Lev. 5.7. ) which 
belf7g doubtlefiy in. ufc from timcy or A.*
dams rather  ̂ as e lf  where I  hope to mal̂ e it appear y 
^ave 06 undoubtedly the beginning to that praBiee
and proverb among.theh{cd.thcnS ( Hcathenifm 
being but an inveterate corruption of hcrcfie and 
{chxivci from the RBIgion delivered by God to A -  
dam, and Noah-, (had alfo God willing be made 
appea') mola falfa Htant, qui aon Jlidbent 
thura; fuch may acceptably facrifice taG od 
with meal and ialt^ who have not frankin- 
cenic* Jhe like debonnairety to accept of 
gifts from ^ood  mindcS) hath olfi heen annume» 
rated to thef.heroich^iyidowments of the gr̂ eatefi 
Ki-^gs, fbus Artaxetxes difdaif^d not a 
pitcher of water from a T-^ifant. And  PIu- 
tarcjh in hk Apophthegms [hows by one ofihem^the 
property of a.royall dtfhofition to have beenefieemed 

miluis  ̂ regium parvula accipc- 
i^y quam largiri iTiagna, It is no Icfs Kingly 
to accept of little things, than freely to be- 
llovy greacaiatters. .

i^And ihky ,Roy ad Siry k  my humble requefl to 
your facred Cfiiajeiiy at thk time  ̂ That you wid 
gjfacioufy accept a mean gik from'a xiican giVer, *

atid



. The Epiftle Dedicatory./
and by your royall return o f juiiice and bountie to 
enable me to ferve God  ̂ and your tJMajefty 
better; God himfe lf  inviting you thereto by hn 
example who} allcrvcd even, of poor ircevvill- 
offerings, made to him o f yurpbje  ̂ to oltai j his 
homitifuU returns o f fame eminent heiiefts or 
-Vonrs. And yet a mean gift, Sir  ̂ I  cAl this of 
mine  ̂ not that the work it fclf [hru^d be f i  

' counted  ̂ hut my work about it ; which is but ‘ 
a_ f  ranflation. For the BooJ t̂hough in hulks but 
finally in its concernments is very rich ; and̂  as 
highly commendable in it felf^ fo not much lefs in 
the Author, In its natural language it made its' 
firfi addrefs to Cardinal Mazarinc, in order pi" "- 
havefet his LMajefly France on conquell o f  tlHf 

great Kingdome of the Amazonc to him felf But 
having thefe five years at leafty that now it hath 
been abroadynot made ufe.of it that waŷ  it comes 
now by me to beg yoi r̂ Jldajejiies favourable aĉ  
ceptancey in hope of that large retribution to your 
felfy when your iMajefiy fhaH think^fit to apply 
your thoughts to ity for which it was intended to 
another. It was by an old fervant of your Ma» 
jefiies Roy all Father s<y and G and father Sy I. L. D. 
brought overhand communicate to one o f your Ma-- 
jefies moji expert Seameny C. W. who from his 
youth up, and often times fincey hath been in  ̂ and 
'k^owes perfeCdy all the coafts of the Southern A- 
merica. Both thefe are very confdenty at leaf: 
wi(h heartilyy and my felfw itb the like afeSlinn do 
now humbly prefent it alfoy That your Aiajefiy 
would fo conjider o f that great Empircy as i f  it

^  3 were
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The Epiftle Dedicatoryç
^ere ^headyyour oyfu ; tu it may he r^ith mueh 
eafê  i f  y offr af'plications feafonable^and fnita^
ble to its vporth. For it üpojfeji: hy the barbarous 
J^atives onlf  ̂ except in two skirtS ; Braille on 
the Safy where the Portuguaife pitched ; and 
Peru upon the tVefiy where the Span lard is divided 
from the Inland by the traU: of the Andes, or Cot- 
deliere hills : but in the Peninfular great eonti-- 
nentyour Aiajefty may dre§e an Empire of near 
nine thoitfand miles iii eircnit^ o f the pJeafantefi  ̂
fartiUjly and richeji continent in the worlds wht* 
ther for air Waters y or foil y to which no Trbice 
can prêtendy much lefs lay a cUim. Tor thedifeo" 
veries of that River hy Portugaife^  ̂ andSçSi'^
niards, were more to fatisfie their curiofitjy than 
that they could then hope for a conquejl. t A n i  
the Natives not only in their for lor?/ conditiony but 
by (tngular junUures o f providencèy call for the 
Chri(iian Religion from us, while others ceafe 
from that duty y as the man of VÎTiCt^Ow did Paul 
to help them while he was hindred to go into Bithy- 
niaj A S ,l6 ,jy P y to , and others have been bin- 
dred hitherto to go to them for fueh end ; but 
they may alfo eafily he made to receive your Ma^ 
iefties Government with friend(hipy i f  wifely dealt 
with. For while neither Portllgall, nor Spain, 
770 r hrance purfued the defign here ojferedy God in 
in his providence amidfi your Aiajefiles and your 
goodSubjeBs irmbleSy feemsmt obfeurely to have 
been deftgning this for y oUy and your Brittain^ as 
may be hoped from ^ndtnl ^TQàlfkioUy not liable 
0̂ exception from thefolidejf and fobereft wits ( as

i at



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
at another occaf on I  may fuUier clear  ̂ i f  y  oUr M a*  
jejiy command i t )  and fo much the more  ̂ as his 
providence hath prevented your pro^eding^ having 
already made way and hrorsght to pafs for your 
MajeiHes interejt an opportune and. conflderahle 
Colome-i by that noble Lord Willoughbec of 
Parham, to his great travels.  ̂ hasjards^ andvaïl 
expenfes ; both jeeming to concurre w ith the fort- 
f l i d  prediction^ and to point out your Maje^dj for  
the layer offuch a foundation both to Chriftj and 

yourfelf.
The Author o f this work ̂  is a French Sari o f a 

mof ancient Nobility and defcent from thofe famous 
and honourable Commanders in the holy tVarres  ̂
who for their wife conduit and rare valour were 
imployed in places of great trufl, and tranfmitted 
them with the Coat o f arms and name Pagan, 
{which W04 the badge of their great exploits in 
mating and killing the Pagans, or Infidels) to 
their fuecejjors of the fame nzm c  family, as 
the Author himfelf [how es at Urge in the Dedicat i* 
on of bis rare Book of Fortifications^ to another 
noble branch of the fame family •' of whofe rare ac» 
complijhments for gentile and manly learning, 
and Souldicry, leji 1[houldhere prefume too much 
upon your Majeflies patience y ijfhak have further 
account of him to my Epiflle to the Reader  ̂and only 
prefentyour Majefiy with the funsme of what he 
fayes Cardinal ahoî t the conquef I and that 
is ; That it will neither he hdilà^nor expcnfive,

as neither needing great Armies^ to give battels ;
nor great provifon o f  ArtiHery  ̂ for currying gn

..

A  4 <(
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.
 ̂  ̂ only oj fTi^aviitlovs jltr.
‘  ting fo r  fla m in g  o f  five Colonies at the f r i t  ar

^ hereof is to he in the lile o f
, ̂  Sun  ̂ for guarding the befi entrie into the ' 
' f^ e e ti  Rivers mouth. The fécond o v the famous 

Bofphorc or Strait thereof to defend  ̂ or k.eef 
this Rivers f  afage. The third on the renowned 

point o f the Comanares,fûr the bed feat o f that 
whole Empircy The fourth near to the moun- 

tain ofSw^tl^y whereby to be mailer of the gold  ̂
mine there» the fifth and lafl on the mouth
of the River &f Mamgnon, to watch over the 
Frontier o f that f  de of the Andes. And ïnfa- 

^ v̂ours of fuch a firjl eflahlifhment  ̂ there might 
eafily be added the alliances o f the Illtiilrtom 

 ̂ and renowned l^fations of the HomagUCS 
o f the generous and rwbleYovlmdins^ofthi vali- 
ant and rednuhied Topinambcs; and order 

p v en fo ra V k a ^ V o h u l of about twelve men 
ofWarre, continually to be vifilings and ^ohur 

f^betwem thefe Colonies : becaufe the dtftance bj 
fnhng^ofthe fm hèfi o f them from the other Ss, 
Will be at the Rail a thotifind Sfaiiifh leagues 

asd alwayesu-pqn the cbannçll o f  the gfreat Ama- 
2 0 nc it f l f .   ̂ Thus he.

^ f'^ll ^ J g if t  a ! f ’̂  a mean g if t  from  a mean 
giver not t h a r l  was, or am Jo mean i ?2 m y fe lf  
a/ made fo by the late troubles:^ and tronblersof 
 ̂ times. Fo fiRoyallSir^mj Father S ir  Robert 

riamiltoni?/' Gciwick^ Woé Gentleman o f  the 
J ^ iv y  Çhamher both to jo u r  Royafi Father and 
Grandjather ; and, my M other was by K ing

James
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.
' J ï̂ü€lS himfelf'preferred to his J^een^ fû  one o f  
her Maids ofho7ioyr  ̂ and afterrpards alfo hy himT 
felf bejhrved in marriage nponSir Hadrian Dam- 
manê  Lcrit/Bifterveldc and Fair-hill; after 
vrhofe deccafc my Father married her. Ji'ly Fa  ̂
tber  ̂ andatiy e fa te l (hould have had hy him  ̂ I  
lofl through the troubles of the times ; and have 
Tt?anted them now thefefeventeenyearsy for repa­
ration whereof and coming hither to wait for iê
I  left one place of confiderable value in Scotland, 
andjpent here in three years attendance for repara- 
iio7î  what I  could then hringrrith me \ andtheti ' 
embracing another place here in England, not 
much worfe than the former  ̂ was not only again 
put from it ̂  before 1  had enjoyed it full two years 
to an end̂  for \eeping my fidelity to your M a je fly 
iri refuf'ngto fubjerihe an engagement  ̂ or allegi­
ance (^forfo it was indeedwhatever they called it ) * 
to a?iother Soveraignty ; but fuffered alfo four or 
five years hanifhment  ̂ to the almofl irreparable de­
triment of my health and eflate both ; ycâ  and re- 
ft^fed all prefer me?jts from the ufurpers  ̂ and the 
Icajl compliances with them  ̂ both before my ha- 
ttifhmenty and now for feven years after  ̂ though' 
d Was wooed thereto  ̂ and might have got confide- 
rahle advancement with eafi  ̂ couldIhavcemhra- 

it with complya?ice I but would never fo much 
as commence fuît under them  ̂ though but for re­
covering fm e  debts, or defending my fe lf  from 
others unjufl purfuits. A nd that\hefe Ioffeŝ  Sir  ̂
vohe'i ein confijied aH my efiate, and that a confide­
rable one toô  when your Majejly (hall h,now the

particulars’)

>

•il
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The Epiftle Dedicatory,
f  articular's  ̂ jhould make me -pooryis little wonder ; 
and that poverty through its disadvantages  ̂ and 
my former dijparity o f lifey fh'ould mine my healthy 
is as little wander; atid that tU the disadvantages  ̂
that a ruined healthy and poverty can bring a m m 
tOy jhoulddiftble me to do fuch things as otherwife 
I  couldy and would have donê  toprefent your Ada- 
jifly withy is yet as little fir angê  as the for men 
but that I(houldyet be alive  ̂ poor as 1 am̂  to offer 
this poor gift unto your LMajefly^ that is the 
wonder* And indeed it is Gods good handio» 
wards me, whom I  hope he hath referved for doing 
himfelfy dndyour (JHajeJiy Jome greater fervicey 
before I  be called hence. For  ̂Rs>yall Shy God hath 
not made me fo poor in gifts o f  mindcy ( o f which 
as I may not bragy hut by glorying in hinty and in 
my infirmities or Sufferings for him ; fo may I  not 
ungratefully concealy lefeny or undervalue to his 
di(homurj what they arcy but with modefiy confefy 
when jufi oecafionjlagitates and extorts it from me) 
through his hleffingy i f  your LMajefty will but pa- 
ironiz ê me { I  (hall not fty  Mecieiias*//^^; for 
that is too little for you, though it was trucly faid
efhim j Mecsenas acavis edite regibus ! but 
Augnftus lik^ rathery beyond whom himfelf yout 
Majefiy is in this alfQy that you can number more 
Kings.ofyour Progenitors  ̂ than were in all the 
Roman race o f Kings.  ̂ and Emperors bothy either 
heforpy or after Auguftus to this day ) I  hope to 
honour your Majefiy with fuch gifts of mine own 
fiory as never a King in Chrifiendome for thefe 
fxtecn  hundredyears-̂  ever had Subjedy that did

the



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
the likf^ ihoi^fh m n̂y h(We attempted  ̂ abfint SC 
jadantia, 8c invidia verBo: hut yeurMajeliy 
r»Ttfi midwife them, itndmy.f d f bath into the world 
again  ̂ and then by Gods ajfiliance fhaJI T renew 
my firength andjettth^ as the Eagle  ̂ SC fublimi 
feriam iidera vertice.'t

I f  here it bewondredy that ihui I  im-pl ore your 
Jt^ajeflies juftice and favoury and made not râ  
ther a -privater addrejiy for repairing o f mylojfes ; 
I  {hall humbly and truely profefy that I  have not 
left private rvayes unattempted 5 Ittt finde all fo 
•bftrufied with difficultiesyand n&n-conftderancieSj 
,orcold layings to heart of t»y cafty that neither 
the health o f  my bodŷ  nor theflrength irf ni) purfe 
would fuffer me to hope for much good otherwayeSy 
and from Co ur tiers y thaH thus by ufhering.in m'y 
Petition \ and then I  hope more feafonablyy and 
fuccesfully to reap the fruits of a privater appli  ̂
Cation. J  thought often of that courffy that the 
poor Widow took, with Philip <7/Macedon,t^p Fa^ 
ther of Alexander the Great * who when (he had 
attempted by Courtiers, and Favourites to get 
jtifice done hery hut could not prevail with them 
topreferre her buftnefs to the King; refolved to 
attaque him her f e l f  the he(i[he couldy come of it 
what would *y though o f  him at worfty (he hoped 
much hettery thanofanyofhisCourtierSy ae I  ah 
fo do o f ycur Aiajejfy now. Calling her feJfthere  ̂
fore in his wajy whenfhe knewjhe wac to rid  ̂ou*y 
with high voci ferations [he cryed f̂̂ er hinty Help 
m y Lord, O  King 5 help O  King / He com­
manding to fiandy and fee what ailed her ; [ĥ

defired
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The Epiftle Dedicatory*
dtfired him to read and ayifiwer her Petition n̂ itĥ  
jujiice. He anfrtrgrihg that it to?as) mfitythcn^ 
and that he had not leafare^ for it \ (he replied Hp- 

' on him boldlŷ  That then hcAould nOt bc aC. 
leafure to be King, i f  he could mt have Uafure 
to right his meanejl SubjeEh<i 'when all their pa-̂  
tience and endeavours were otherwayes frpiflrate 
and Tvearicd out. Upon which he was fo far from' 
being dijfztisfed with her, thyt rather admiring 
her refoliitioa  ̂ he moji generfiufly and hc'roickjy. 
gave her a prefent hearing, and fu ll right' of her 
wrong, way is notfo courfe  ̂ as hers waSy
hut by a gift (rvhigh both with Godytnd all nolleti  ̂
(pirits aipo^gmeny finds acceptance) though b^t a 
poor onecyto have the fofter accef to your Majeflies 
fivoufy and a cor dialler ,CQttfidtration o f my cafe y 
when it comes to your Majefiy in a more par'ticu  ̂
far way ; and an eafier grant of privacy for imme  ̂
diate impartingyoHr Aiajefiy with f me thingsy 
which is more for your Afajejlies goody than for my 
particular. Thus wife not only pacified
David towards an Unt hankie fu ll and churlifh N a- 
bal, but made way for her felffor fuch a furpluf- 
f  ftvour^a  ̂(be little dreamedofy to become a
Kings wifiyand royall bedfellow, and her ijfue pre­
ferred in-the entail of the Crowry before all other 
of Davids children,except BathftlcbaCS. It is re 

Alexander Severus, the Emperoufy
c/ l̂ius Lan îpridius inhls lifeytkat he quarrelled! 
with every vertuous perfon̂  that he knewy who ei “ 
ther a^hed nothing ofhimy or hut little. Quideft
(inqmt) quod nihil petis f An me vis tibi.fic' *̂

debitorem ?

- r



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
debitorem.> W h y ask you nothing of me 
Would you have me to die in your debt ?
Sir^ /i,/f / prejume tea much upon jour CHajefties 
great affairs,in xxceeding the hounds o f  an E f i f h  
to fa great a Prince, for the length whereof already 
I  humbly hegpardon, my hopes anddefires are iffai 
you fhall net come fhort of any ofthofe Worthies, or 
o f the mojl heroichfPrinces,but furmonnt them all, 
in all royall endowments, to yottr becoming the 
Crown and rejoyeing ofall the reformed, in prefe- 
cuting their intereff, which is Gods, and becoming 

uniter head, that you may he C zxdio  
magnO*majOr, as undoubtedly you w ill, ifthtts 
you do .* andwnich that you may dô  Long may 
your Afajefiy live in all piety, plenty, and peace-, or 
elfejujiand happy triumphs here; and hereafter 
in the joyes and triumphs e f  heaven, where there 
is nothinĝ  hut glory, triumphs, ' and joy without 
end, Sdprayeth

Your Jllajefiies

moft humble, loyall, andfaithfuU

Suhjebl m d  Servant,

William Hamilton,
/
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T o  my Lord, the moll Eminent Cardinall

M A Z A R 1 N E.

M''

'M j Lwd,
Hat can be offered greater, in a lit­

tle work, than die great River of
AmaKonts ? It now offers it 

fell, with all its grandures to 
your Eminency, after that it hath 

 ̂ them fo lonn tiiXie Icde
fires Upufmt from you, for all its peoples '• itde’

ham K ,n g M  all its Provinces,itIiat he may unite 
diem to his Crown. Ifthcconqueft thereof be ea-
iie, neither will thecxpenfc thereof be exceffive
For there will need no great Armies here to give*
ca Artillery,^for
carrying on offieges.Tliereisneed only o f pupa
ranons fitting for flaming of five Cololies L  fhe
hrft aboard '̂the firft whereofis to be in the I/le of
the Sun, for guarding /the befl: entry into this
f - “ - T h e  f„o „d  „ „ T h l f «

Strati thereof, to defend and k cS  
thi Rivers paffage. The third on that renowned

wnoie fcmpirc. The fourth near to the Mountain 
o f  S m n a , whereby to be Mailer of the gold-mine'

there.



there. And the fifth and laft on thémoüthofthe 
River of Maragmn, to watch over the Frontier 
o f that fide of the Andes. Andin favours o f this 
firfl: eftabliihmenc, your Eminence might eafily 
adde the alliances of the lllufirious and renowned 
Nations of xh^Uoenagues  ̂ o f the Generous and no~ 
ble 'Tor'mansfii the valiant Tofinambes: and give 
order for a EA ci-W iiw of about twelve men o f 
Warre, continually to be vifiting.  ̂ and going be­
tween thefe Colonies^.becaufe the diftance by fail- 
ing,of the fartheil of thefe from the other, will be 
atthejeafta thoufand Spaniih leagues, and this 
aiwayes upon theehannell Of the great River of 
the Amaxjones it felf. But this is enough for an 
Epifile : and the Book it feif will fpeak the matter 
more at length n and in fo noble a defign your 
Counfels will npt-be wanting to France : as I fliall 
never be wanting, my Lord, to give you all fort 
o f honour, fubmiffions, and refpeftsi bei ng as 
1 am of • ’ *

Your.Eminence the moil humble

moil obedient, and moil obliged Servant

Blaife Francis de Pagan.

YïOiR-Paris the 12''* 
of March 16^^.
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Courteous and Candid

R E A D E
Courteous Reader,

JHuflgive thee fome more accotmt 
of the Author of this Booke  ̂ and 
of its worthy and of mj felfj his 
^ran flat our , and fo bid thee 
farewell. About 'the AuthoVy 
Ijhall not repeat, what hath been 

faidofhim  before, in my Dedication to his Ma-* 
jefiy for his jufl commendation, and of this Bool  ̂
of his in particular, but referre thee thither, i f  
thou art defirom to know it, J  [hall here only 
adde, *That he was in great employment and favour 
with the late King of Vt3.ncQ, Ltm s the thirteenth, 
for his great parts of conduEh and valour in his 
fervice; wherein unfortunately he received a [hot 
of a F iji oil in the left eye, whereby it wait quite 
lofl, and the conjugation of the optick  ̂ nerves fo 
Cru/hed; that he hath lofl the ufe of both now 
above thefetwenty yeares: yet, which is wonder^

4 ' fu ll ,
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To the Reader,
fu l l ,  is f in i  penniug tinv Books and in Aiat he­
rn aticks e/peciallj, which indeed needs leafi the 
outward fenfe-, among/} which is that mafier- 
piece. The ten Books of Geometricall Theorems, 
wherein he compleated and demonflrated fo many 
iverfe, and difiinSi parts of Jpiathematicall 

Sciences. His Book, of the theory of Planets is 
Geometrically demonflrated, without any mixture 
of Phy[wall equations, hy which Reignoldus W  
Kepler labouredf, much to perfeSl the Geometricall, 
wherein their deferents, and Bpicides could not 

jerve their turn. But this Gentleman hath found 
out both the center of the Planets, and demon- 
Jtrated their motions to be ellipticall, which no 
man afore him could attain to. M d  in confe- 
quence to his theory, he puhlifijed Afirohomicall 
tables twoyeares ago, wherein with great facility 
andexaBnefs, the motions of all the Planets may 

efupputate, the Eclipfes of the two créât lumi­
naries, and the celefliall configurations : and in 
conjequence to_ them, a facile methodoffindinc out 
t e true longitudes, both by/ea, and land. His 
rnore than ordinary skill in Geography, may befecu

t d d d i  Geographers, at the
end of thu Booke, and by the Boc^it fe lf  : where-

trsth great judgement andbrevity he hath given 
^  exce ent, and the clearefl defcriptionof agréai 
part of A t!\Jl\ca that any where is to be had he 
having colleBed this out of all. the befi relations, 
sinddifcoveries that were extant-, and c^reBed

o f his own, AH
■ ‘̂ oh his Pieces here mentioned  ̂ and in my Dedi-

cation

A-



To the Reader,
cation to his A in  'yfly jhall he hyme made lEnglijh 
I>cnlẑ enŝ  i f  this beyoell ac cepted, and the other 
required. The Books are not here to be had for 
money, hut from fuch, as himfelf jrifted them tO‘̂  
amongFivphomis anoldferV M  of his M affile s ,  
my L. D. from TO>hom this Book^came, and wh9 
fiillkpepsa correfffondence with him, and is g ift­
ed with every Piece, that he pub/i/heth. The 
Author is f in i a privy Comfellour to his now 
MajefiyofVYdLnct; and as his naturals appear to 
have been great, jo alfo they have been much â  
domed, and elevated by his Gendemanny learn- 
tng, which he hath indufirioufly followed • and 
confifls in thefe dayes (  the greater the fault of 
Pedants, that make any learning ungentile • as 
indeed none is where it hath a gentile client )  
chiefly in Politicks, Hiftory, and Mathema- 
ticks with their appendants as condncible to a 
Gentleman, and a Souldicr : and after he was 
difabledfromYiQ\d^2L&.ion, by the lofs of his fight, 
fome theoretic aller Mathematicks alfo. This 
is not rare /«France, That Grandees are 
well verfedinfuchfludies, as by Duke de Roha-* 
nes Interefl of Princes, and perfed: Capitaine, 
and many otheY' French Gentlemens Pieces of a 
like nature, may appear. And it itéré to bewifh- 
ed; That elfewhere alfo  ̂ 'Grandees and Gentry 
were both as Well trained up, and had as good op-̂  
portunity of fuch peculiar Academies, where ail 
gefttile, and Souldierlj exercifes, and recjuifltes 
for tonduEh and command, are taught, as the 
French have i, aiidthe Princç ôf Ôtange, to his

a 2 imffSorfatt
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To the" Reader;
mmrtrllpraife Ç himfelf having been bred in the 
Academy Í?/ Benjamin in Paris, sphere I  mj fe lf  
faw himat his excrcifes )  to the\Weal of his Coun- 
trey, and from his own efiate  ̂ was going to enrich 
the confederate Provinces'  ̂ that as they were be- 
fore a School of Warre, for experience andpraãice, 
eifeciallj about fieges  ̂ and taking in of Towns 
fo they might be for breeding alfo to f  eld-fervices^ 
and allwa:rlikoatchlevements. . , . . -

Tettht French are fo far from envying others  ̂
that attain to any perfeSHon inthefe things, other- 
wajey, or dfewhere, that there is no where rca-̂  
ditrpreferment for their merits, or more honour 
donetofuch, as 1  could inflance of late memory*̂  

truly,noble. For then is a money-no- 
biljty, or G tn u y   ̂ that is now crepe into the 
world, through  ̂ahufe, and peflert it with many 
ini^onveniences, having nothing vfthe but
thex\2iXrit only, and t̂u\ v̂y titles nor of that con­
nexion of virtues; and withynme, without which 
true Gentry,"cr Nobility norfubftfi,
had it never fo mueh riches, antiquity of defeenr, 
or windy titles from Prince or .̂ tate. For true 
Gentry is virtus generis, vertue running in a
bjood, and either increafing, or defeending in a
race, or breed.;. //-V u e, ^generofity,
or an excellency of a Jdndred, ’or family, hut fu- 
Jtained, or encreàfed Jlill with yQttUQ fuitableto  
its heginniug, or firft advancement. Nobilitas 
íola eít, atq; unica virtus. M I mankind was 
made of onQ b l o o d a n d  all Nations of men, that 
dvi^dlupon all the face of the earth, hd i.17. z6.

( there

À.



To the Reader'.
{there were yio Prœadamitcs, as brainfid^ Pierrier 
dreamed ) to whom God determined the times be- 
fore appointedy and the bounds of their habitations 5 
fh as none y either men, or Nations y can claim truly 
any prerogative of nohlencis^ but by their ViïVà̂  ̂
as theB^rcginsarewitneffed to have been rhoreCiO- 
ble, i/7̂ «î i> Jews(9/Theiralonica, for their un̂  
prejudicatenefs and candour, by Gods own unerring ' 
Spirit y be c a ufe they unp^vtiMy eX̂ amined, what 
was propofed to them y and held not the truth of God y 
With acception of perfonsy A â . 17 .11 . A ll  were 
certainly noble at fir (I, and had ever continuedfo  ̂
had It not been for fin  ̂ becaufe all were the of̂  
(pringofGody Aft.27.28,29. , ^ n d  God begot, 
or made no \ÿ\oh\t children, as the Greeks and 
trench ufe to phrafe it. Sin only brought in 'ig- 
noblenefs then, and degeneracy y as virtue only 
makes and maintains the contrary * what for vir­
tue naturall (  let not ScioHJls here mi flake me • 
fory'i^iWtndilM^M rightly expounded, is no wayes 
contrary to found Divinity ) what for acquired • 
what for intelleftuall-, what for morall ; what 
for hereditary and cranfmitted by defeent ( which 
is all one With naturall -, there being igniculi • &  
femina virtutum in nature, Which are called na­
turall or hereditary vermes, as well as there is in 
ficknefTes, atid foundnefs of health )  it is only 
vertue flilly that makes true gentry, or genero- 
fity, and keeps it afoot. Eft in eqiiis patrum> 
virms, nec imbelles & dégénérés procréant a* 
quilam columbae. Dhe ground of generofity, 
whence other gentry regularly proceeds, I  mean,
« a 3 that
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To the Reader.
that of preheminence in o&ce$  ̂ or power, whether 
Oeconomick̂ y orCivd^^ whereunto Im ufl not now 
enlarge my felf, to fpeak̂  in particular ) Jacob/« 
hisrefiamenttohis fons, doth both philofophically 
anddivinelyfet down̂  to wit, the impregnation 
p f nature, W elevating o f the phancy and fpi- 
rics, to the higheflandnoblefl thoughts, anà incli» 
nations, that ones condition, and way of breeding 
can fu ff  er them to mount up to which God himfelf 
alfo teaches in another place, when he fays, that 
he would rejoyce over Ifrael, as a bridegroom 
rejoycethover hisbride. For then is that fpecial 
time of \ o v ^ s , 16.8.(«ei romantick only,much 
finfully fuch,as mofl romances are wicked, and have 
death inthe pot,but common and natural, e(pecially 
to common men \ though wife men, that underfiand 
nature, and can govern her, may both Inhance 
that withoutßn, and ma ê other times e^uall, 
i f  not go beyond it)  and love is the feminary of all 
noblenefs, andproduEHve of all vertue, and ver- 
tuous emulation to vertuous aUions, and growth 
therein  ̂ as hatred and envy are of the contrary -, 
witnefsthatesyample A d .17 .5 ,6 ,7 ,11,I2 . And  
it muß needs befo, feeing conjugall love was the 
firfi meafure, and fountain of all neighbourly 
love, and neighbourly love is the fulfilling of the 
i.a w ‘, asthefirß iummç of the fécond Table, or 
thou fl ĵaltlove thy neighbour as thy felf. and‘ 
do to others as thou would be done to  ̂ was vir  ̂
tually included in that divinely infflredfentence of 
‘Adams* This is now bone of my hone, and fleß  of 
my fleßj : according to that pronounced of all poor,

though



i’ To the Reader.
though never fo gre^t flrangers'^ Hide not thy 
felftrom thy own flefli. Primogeniture then and. 
noblenefs wri? divinely and naturally b&thjup] ĵ- 
fed to he cm]unU  ̂ andconfequent one to the other, 
hecaufe there the might of the parents, and begin­
ning or flowr of their ftrength, both as to hod) and 
mind ypereput forth in point of ajf i^ion, and af- 
fiSlions arethe kats of virtues : and therefore alfo 
to pritnogeniture ypasgiven the excellency o f dig­
nity, ahdthe excellency of power, i. e. thepr^- 
eminence and precedency before otlocrŝ  both of 
merit, and of office  ̂ or of nobility and high 

‘ p\d.cQSof trufly Tvhether inQhxycQh  ̂ or State-rela­
tion, and much more in Oeconomick : yetfo, as 
it ^  as alwayes forfeit able by vice, and devolvable 
to others more vertuous, as by Cain^ lihmael, 
Efau, Ktwhtn and many niore, ismanifefi. But 
want of breeding to noble thoughts, and ends  ̂ and 
infiruBiun to inure to chafi and continent love, and 
not todeflorefo much as their fancies, before the 
due and lawfull time ; abufe alfo of marriage to 
bafe ends and by-refpeBs, effecially of money; and 
imprudent choices in fundry other refpeBs, grown 
common Veith prodigality, luxury, and many other 
vices, have in thefe Countreys and times flatted 
and unFflrited all natural noblenefs and generofity 
either into a foft effeminacy, or fowr vineger of 
pride, and y^nity, imbittered Veith t̂he gall of 
many other vices, infiead of the generous ^ine, 
they came of. And ^here natural gentry, or gê - 
nerofity isnot, feldome is the other of morall and 

to be found:, andfo We are left to empty
a 4 names
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To the Reader,
names of civill dries entailed upon riches and

there ii
a if  ome tfyi>eflHdied it as '^elf as [owe do the 
other of havwg a noble breed of men and raomen 
aswellasthere u o f U o x k s ,  Cocks, and Cattle’
N on efv M m k jiim g kV i-C o ck xd f fit for oame- 
nor a jadifli race for the fervices of a gallant Ten- 

; and yet Wy  thinks any thing fit enough/»r our ' 
Frogenie s, that hath hut money enough. Hitrh 
birth and fortunes, are in tlemfelves, both of 
them thegoedbleJfingsofGod, and are in honour 
Y*th all per/ons of honour, where ever they are or 
have been tn any that h^vefuitabte venues’, but 
have parted with fortunes for yertues fake. But 
for a Qentleman M o/? fortunes are become unfuita- 
bit to his ranks, U ether by his own fault, or o- 
thers, or by neither, but by wrong, or misfortune 
for reparation of anefiate, fofa r to forget himfelf

pefl better fruits of his way. We know, he was 
t‘ Mernan,_thatfaid, Bleiied art thou, OJand

&proavos, & qu^
non iecimusipfi vix ea noflra voco, i„  oppofition 

0 too much ftanding on, or vaunting ofdefcent  
tmhout competent virtue and wifdometo correibond 
tn th it, faidalfo, EtMi genus ab Jovefummo

Z i l d i ’d  r"-^^ ^̂ ‘ koned.to. He that ' 
fouldbe afiamed to claim fo honourable a privi-

ledge.



To the Reader.
ledge y i f  he can do ittruely, and hath jafi occafion 
andcircumflanccs to extort it from him, Veould 
Jhow hat himfeif too modeft atbefl, and.almoft 
worthy of it, 'ejpecialiy i f  he had a better Jupiter 
in f lace to make both his addrefs and claim to, than 
the other had, For as low as my fortunes are, 
I  can claim to the befi blood in England, and that 
by England, and neither very far o ff, nor in an ille  ̂
gitimate^ay. Neither need I  to be afhamedofmy
fortunes ( though hitherto, which was my weak;; 
nefs, 1 have been ajhamedcfthem^ whereas I  ought 
not to have been ajhamed, but offn  ) feeing I  part  ̂
ed from*them willingly, for retaining to vcrtue, 
and a good confcience. Solomon hath told me, that 
all things come alike to a l l; and that the race is 
not to the fwift, nor the battell to the ftrong, 
nor bread to the wife, nor riches to men of un­
der {landing, nor favour to men o f skilly but 
time and chance happeneth to them all, Ecclef. 
9.2, II, &c. / '^as never lower yet, than that
great and noble of that great Emperour
Juftinian, was unjufly brought, to his maflers no 

, little diifraife, Belifarius of immcrtall renown. 
And why Jhould I  be afha?nedto lay open rriy cafe to 
/o Royall i^Phyiician, as I  have done-, or be diff- 
'dent of the cure, fince the fountain of civil honour 

. (which he iŝ  will do nothing contrary to true hô  
nour ; and Gods Great Steward of fortunes andprê - 
ferments, that are in his own gift, in his own dô  
rninions, will neither deal niggardly, ungeneroufly, 
or unjufly, where nothing but j u f  ice and right is 
fought ? Ear be any thing of this, from being tâ

ken
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To the Reader.
contrary to the firfi founders of a noble race ; 

Ti>ho, though they cannot claim defcent, yet are' 
beyond mofl of thofe, that cam fince it is more to 
give, orW,2ikca noble defcent  ̂ than to receive ity 
and mofl cadets, frove oftner cadents, than 
culminants, and feldome equall their found­
ers, but unfpiric themfelves, and evaporate to a 
vappidnefs of moneyor  prediall-gentilicy. I  
mean no tfo much that, which is bdught with mo- 
nty {for that may be fo, where it deferved to have 
been given) as that which hath nothing but riches 
to fufiain it. Cxc^rO' anfwered Saluftiiis hisob^ 
je^ionof an uffiart.  ̂ well  ̂ (  i f  we f uf f  ofe the in̂  
veiUves to be theirs) Ego meis majoribus virtute 
praeluxi  ̂ Tu tuis turpi ter offudifti tenebras. 
uind as for occupations, andoffces, though fome be 
juflly accountedmore {oxdid  ̂ illiberal!  ̂ others
more honourable and gentile • yet all that are law- 
fu ll, coming from God̂  and from his Spirit, as 
Uv// as thefe mentioned, and imflyed, Exod.3 1.3. 
i^c, none jojned with virtue, can jufily ignobili- 
cate any. Tea, J know none of the bafeft and 
meanefi of them, but in conjunBion '^ith viriMQ ̂ and 
piety, but eifeciallj^hcnthey come to fut onfome  ̂
thing of the nature of fiety itfe lf, or immediate 
fcY\'ic€toGod, as feme of them did under the Old 
Teflament^ God hath left flace for them to he 
pareille to, or in conjunBion ^ith the highefi. 
Thus David Vpijhed rather to be a doorkeeper in the 
houfe of his God (a Porter of the Temple) than to 
be a King in the Tents of ^ickednefs. jind to 
Mofes his fofierity, though King in Jeihurun, yea

more
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To the Reader*

'more than'a King, a King, Priefi and Prophet  ̂
^hich is more than ever We read of any other ( ex­
cept Chrifl, of whom he Was therein a fingular 
Type, even a tjpicall Mediatour, for he confe- 
crated Aaron to his Priefi hood, which without 
being Pricil, he could not have done) yet there was 
no more allotted to them, htA to he chief Porters in , 
the houfe of God, What calling meaner than a 
Butcher? Tetthe High-Priefi, the fécond perfon 
in the Kingdome, andfometimes, and in fome re- . 
ffeUs  ̂ the firfi, was by his calling a facred Butch­
er ; and i f  I  he not mifiaken, as I  hope in mj Scrips 
turallrefearches I  may jhow, that I  am not, the 
King himfelf in fome cafes, was fuch a facred 
Butcher in fome fort, in that he kiHed his own fa'-- 
crifices and it was an high  ̂ and an eminent ho- 
nourso Joimtooand ever had been accounted, as" 
the priviledge of the firft-born, where the excel­
lency of dignity, and of power was bj divine infii-~ 
tut ion, before the Jewes policy was ere&ed» A  
Preacher of this City y that now bears his head high, 
when a Gentleman Jhowed him, (as J have heard 
from the Party) a TraB: by him done into Latine, 
andfubfcribedin the Title-page, Per A. B. Nobi- 
lerUy i^c. he very imatterer-like, and pedanticl .̂ 
ly bewryed his ignorance, that nobilis in Roman 
andpHrefi Latine phrafe, thatwe could have, figr 
nifiedaijcnÛQïn^n  ̂ hut he would not underfiand 
it other way es, but according to the Anglifm that 
he was acquainted with, whereby Nobleman isap  ̂
propriate to Barons, Vicounts, Earls, &c. A -  
norher perfcn of quality in this City (as I  have

heard

,ï!;
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T o  the. Reader.
(jeard the Story) rifing fio?n a mean degree to greatfP 

fortunes, had a difireffed Gentleman (without'] 
the Gentlemans own knowledge) recommended to 
hss company and ^Tal'le: and thereupon the Citi^ . 
zjenhimfelf inviting him too, he well accepted of̂  
it, , and was as well taken with •, and upon fur-'I 
ther converfe  ̂ fo well, that he jufily apprehended ] 
Jome more than ordinary favours towards him,̂  if  
he would lay hold on them. To lay hold he was 
mofl -willing, and did • but refolved to proceed 
capitiou fly and flow ly, for many Reafons  ̂ which i f  
they had known, or hadtbe^patience, tilldiferectly 
they might have been opened to them,, they would 
have allowed of , But they conjlruing this flow-
m k  for neglecS, were offended, and that fo far, 
that at length (the Gentleman not finding it befi to 
alter his procedure) the Citiz^en difeharged him 
his houfe, though upon a contrary pretence. He 
tookjhis as an high affront, as indeed it was. And 
they coming to kyiow their mifiake, invited him a- 
geiin, but founfuffi dent ly, the Aiafier of the houfe 
being excepted from being the inviter, though he 
had been the difeharger  ̂ that the Gentleman 
would not theretipon come fo foon, as itfeems, they 
expeEled him • but he did cafi himfelf to meet with 
them, where he might either have a fuller Unvitati^ 
on fi'om i hem that had the right, or oppo-rtunity to 
tell them, what an one Deputy had given him.
Btitfhe found them in a new dif content and miftake
upon refufall of that invitation, which increafed 
to^fuch diflance, that Ht could not be removed, 
tforough their too high carriage  ̂ which he difdained

the
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the wore, the higher it was untill at length going 
about to beget a right under (landing again ̂ he re- 
jceived fuch another ^gnall ajfront, as he vowed 
never to enter their houje^untrU he !{new he had a 
full and fi'ce invitation that came fiom him that 
difcharged him, Aiatters(landing thus [now, the
Gentleman, to^hom I  could not deny fuch a cour  ̂
tejie, for many reafons]-, recjuejled me. That thus 
itia cloud to others, I  would find a way as foon as 
' J could, to uncloud his bujinefs briefly to the par  ̂
ties concerned, that they might make fuch ufe 
thereof, as they faw good.. And I  have chofen this 
way of examples fubjoyned to the difcourfe of§^Q- 
nerohcy, by way of Apology for my fe lf, and firfl 
opening my condition fibm that obfcurity it lay an. 
der, to prevent, or'repulfe the curt-i/h fnarls of 
clowniiVi Pedants, and Schiolifts. Afy intent in 
this Tranjlation, is (befide \what I  have exprefl to 
his Alajefly) the propagation of Religion, and the 
good i>/HngIand. But i f  Religion be not better in- 
tended, and attended, and prdfecuted Jy  underta  ̂
kers, than it hath been at home, it may juflly 
fiujlrate all, and cafi us in as great confufions a~ 
broad, as it did at home. But becaufe this '^ould 
require miore length, than this JEpiflle is now f t  to 
he drawn unto, and I  may have another occafiohfor 

■ it perhaps, ere long', I  heartily recommend all to 
Gods bleffing, and thy good acceptance, and bid 
theefarewell,^ ' >

Blackefilers this 22 of 
OMer 1660, ;V .

W . H,
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Thefe Books are newly Printed fo r ,  and S o ld ! 
John Starkey at th e M x tt i  in  Flcet- 

ftreet near to Temple- Barre,
I

THe World Surveyed- or the famous Voyages 
and Travels of Vi'^cent Le Blanc o f ALarfe- 

i7/f/,who from the age of fourteen years to three- 
fcore and eighteen, travelled through moit parrs 
o f the World,t//^.the Eaft ^nAWcd-IndiesjPerfta^ 
Pegu, the Kingdomes of Pek, and Morocco^ G nin­
ny, and through all Africa, from the Cafe oi'good 
hope into Alexandria,hy the Territories oÎM ono- 
motapa,oî prefer f^ n , and Egjft^mto the Medi­
terranean 1 îles, andthroùgh tiie prindpall Pro­
vinces o f  Containing amore exaft de-
Icription of feverall parts of the World, than hath 
hitherto been done by any other Auchor̂  ̂ the 
whole work enriched with many aiithentick Hi- 
ftories, originally written in French,vand iakhful- 
ly rèndred into Engliih by F . B- in folio,

Aminta, The famous PailoraII, written in Itali­
an by the admired Poet Signor Torqmto Tafo^ 
and tranflated into Engliih Verfe by fohn Dan­
cer,hdng the exad imitation of Pafor Fidofw'nh 
other ingenious Poems in

TheShepheards Paradife, A Comedy private­
ly aded before King Charles the Firft, by the 
Queens Majefty, and her Ladies of honour, writ­
ten by the Honourable Vialter Momtague 
Efquirèin
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sAmâ k
onvis'Fl

rat a >

•̂ j Í  is t S
'0.

iol ’III \

ÍA(dNI
A mAZ OKfFLirvjl
Am e r ic aMURIDIONALI ^wua dehnaaTî
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HISTORICAL'
A N D

Geographical Defcription
O F  T  H  E

Great River of the Jma;̂ oneÈ
I N

i J  M  E  \  I  C  J .

C  H A P.' I.
m

i f f  the ^rcAtnef o f  the R iver o f  the Am t- 
zones. '.

Hat the Ddnorv is to Europe; 
Cannes to A f a , and N ilm  
to AfHque 5 the fame is the 
great Am azone to Am ericai 
And as America is thegrèai-

éft part of the world, fo is the River of the
- . S  Amazones

•il
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A  Geographical o\ the
Jm azones the greateft River in the Uni- 
verfe. His length is of greater extent, 
than that of the N ik t  and Negro in A ß iq u e •, 
his breadth larger, than that otGagges and 
Kiam  in A ß a ; his navigation and portable- 
nefs is better, than that of the and 
Khi»e in Europe', his mouth, or entrance 
into the Sea, is more open, than that of 
P la ta , and Saint L a m em e  in America 5 
and his depth is like unto that of the Oceane, 
and of the mediterrane-Sea. His inunda­
tions or overflowings are yearly, and fruit- 
full 5 his afpedf is every where and every 
way pleafant: all his branches and Rivers 
running out of him , are inhabited his 
fields are all fertile, and all his adjoyning 
piaines or yalleys cultivated. Chafe, fifli- 
ing, and Venifon are there every where 
■ great ilore 5 woods, fruits, and Corn- fields 
fcr harveft, cover the grounds and little 
hills there 5 and the fweetnefsof his Air is 
through all alike equally temperate f  and 
both gold and filver are found in the Rivers 
and mountains there. Its peoples are in­
numerable *, its lies great and infinite in 
number, yet inhabited 5 all its peoples are 
IpriteJy and nimble, and the riches of the 
Clim^e furaifh?th them abundantly with 

■ ■ all

»'



great R iv er  o f  the Amazonas.
all ihings. This River s coiirfe is almoii 
alwayes under the equinodHall Line j and 
every where his nights arid days are of alike 
length j and the other Rivers  ̂ that pay 
their tribute to him, are all under the tor* 
ride Zone. Marvellous efiedts of the di­
vine providence, which having diftapced 
fo many Nations from the Seâ coafts and 
its commodities, hath given them fo great 
Rivers and waters in fo great abundance,
that this famous River of the Am azones

\

may reafonably enough be called an Ocean- 
Sea of fweet waters. But all its preroga­
tives, which by an univerfall confent, have 
made the title of the greateft River of the 
world be given unto it, ihall more amply 
be feen, and with more particular dedudiiori 
of Circumftances, in the following Ghap-. 
tersbf this Book.

C  H A P .  I I.
• !

of the great; Realm o f  the Amax^onfi

IN the Petimfitle a lM of-lle  df the' 
Southerly Am erica, and almoft in the 

midft of fo greiat a Cofttirteat or OJain-Larid,»
B a ihers
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there is. â grieat extent'of Lan4 covered 
with'fo many Nations, and watered withlo 
many Rivers, that of it might be t'oriiied a 
Kingdome, or Empire of . three thoufand 
•Leagues in' eompafs, • for one that i would 
-makeiheconque'ftofit... Its .rich and opu­
lent Countries ( which all of them, toge ther 
;1 call the great Kingdome,or Realm of the 

feeing all their waters and Rivers 
render themfelves into this great and, ,re- 
■ howned .River of the Antiiz,ones) have -for 
their boundaries, Brafilc towards the Bail 5 
the •Kingdome of New~Granado, and the 
coaft o i• towards the North-, and
towards the,Weft, Pirtf, and, the great Cor­
delier-^ and.Southward andPaM-
g n a is: all Provinces under the Crown ot 
"CitJHle, except Braftky fubjedl to the F o r-. 
tiigallians, that inhabit it. I faid, of three 
thoufand Leagues in eompafs, not precifely, 
but near to. that diraenlion-, becaufe thedi- 
verfity ofMapps, and of their opinions and 
reports, that have compaiTed it, not only 
ciois one, another, .but .tufo thwart; ,them- 
fclves in their relations, that they give of 
ilv as byjiame Father, Chrifiofher D 'A ca g m  
a, Spanilh jefuitj, ,and,:a;,prmcipall author̂  
and eye-wiuiefs of th?fe things. But of 
: , . " ' thefe

r
V*



R iv ir  i f  Hhê Amazones. j
thefc doubtiiull and diverfe menfuranons we 
(hall (peak dfevvhèi-e 5 det us hère draw to­
wards an end ot this Chapter, in telling 
you, .’rh'ât ail this great '^eûïiX’QÎ'-^ATKdzone 
is inhabited only as yet ol Indians and A m e­
ricans not at'aU o f ' whether
CajUliAW , or Poftuiaais, Théfe have in­
deed diféOvered it, and run its length firft 
of anŷ 'hvkh their armed Navies' ‘̂-but only 
palled thorow, and never ftayed any dyhere 
to build fortreflès, or plant „coloaies , as 
they have done iti ib great number, and 
with.fo'great (late and magnificence in other 
Countries of the fame America.^' But if 
Spain happily fituated for comrhanding over 
this'new world, hàd turned her thoughts'to­
wards the conqUeft of this Empire of the 
great Am azone, ' inftead of confuming un- 
profitably fo many'Armies, and fo great 
treafures in her Warres of Europe, as llie 
hath done now for-an hundred years 5 (he 
might have enjoyed by this time the glory' 
and advantages of fo great an Empire : from 
the coriqueft of whichmow ihe is further off 
than ever, as well for the reafon of her pre- 
fent weaknefs, as her inteftinc divifion.

. ! . B X , G H A P .
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C  H A , P , Í I I.
I

o f the Nations of this great Realm.
I • • y ,

THe innyragraWe Nations and Provinr 
ces of this great. Empire ofthe^w4- 

^one are not all yet diftindfly known by 
their feverall natnes and languages, becaufe 
the Spaniards, who laft- navigated this fa­
mous River, have not marked them all, 
blit only ̂ one hundred and fifty of them. 
The Provinces are all fo. mightily peopled, 
and their habitations fo thick, that from 
the laft village of one. Town, one may hear 
the noifeoffochas tf;ayail from thefirft. vil­
lage of another. And yet fo near a neigh­
bourhood not. being able;, to keep them in
peace, they are in contiauall Warres one 
Nation againft another. Yet . neither am­
bition of command, nor greedinefs of acqui­
ring riches, nor a defire to eat men, as Ca­
nibais of the,lame America have, are-any of 
the grounds of' fo niany cruell and bloody 
Battels 5 ( without which, were it not,for all 
this, fo many people could never be contain­
ed in thefe Countries) but the caufe of all 
thefe Figlits, wherein are often flain an in-

finitie

■if



Rivet" o f  Ainiizoflcs.' 7
finitieofperfons, is only for glory and re- 
nown̂  and to have ilaves of a ftrange, or 
other Nation than their own: and thatbe- 
caufe at home amongil themfelves  ̂ the in­
nocence of their manners, and riches of the 
Climate, not being apt to bring men to a 
neceffity of ferving others of their own ac­
cord, none is found there obliged to fuch a 
condition, but by force of Arms* And y et 
this invincible courage, that they exercife 
thus againil one another, hath not yet ap­
peared againft'the Spamards^ (who navi­
gate’and run the River of Am azones  in 
Arms) forafmuch as hitherto either a light 
fleeing, ifat any time theyoppofed them; 
or a mutuall amity embraced and confented 
to by them, have been the only Arms, 
which tb this prefent they have employed a- 
gaintl thefe dominators of the neŵ  world, 
the Spaniards: But all Am erica  being bar­
ren btlron, wemuft not think it ftrange, if 
the inhabitants bt this great Realm have 
been'̂ furprized with fear, ( as all other In* 
dians were, and are) of the Sword, the
Mu^iüet, and of Artillery.

•  ^ . 1

-  ' I

r*V‘
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C  u  h r .  I y .
Iof their Armsy And Commercê

f

SEing neither Steel nor Iren are found at 
all in the Weft-/W/ef, .we muft not 

marvell, if the Americans of this great 
Kingdom have no other Aims, but Ar­
rows and Javelots 5 about which notwith- 
ftandingthey are marvelloufly expert, not 
only for making them of hard wood, and 
iharp. pointed, but alfo for fliooting and 
cafting them'with fo great force, thatthere- 
.with they-pierce through and through the 
body o f their enemies',’.■ which they hit. 
The fame necefljty makes them a}fo ufe 
ilones well brought to an edge, and Tor- 
toife fliells, for Axes, and Hatchets, and 

• their inftruments of travelling: the one for 
great wood,- .ana the other for leis, and 
houlliold’Jifnfils. But theyufe the horo 
of certain little Beafts .i .faftned: to little 
hefts,' for their finer works, which they 
make upon wood.with marvellous skill,, As 
for the v:>7mmerce of all thqfe peoples on 
this great R'lW of the Amax^ones, and on 
other Riverstikt ran into it, they perform

it
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it in Boats, which they call Canbes, that 
are made all of Cedar, and all of one piece, 
as in other places of the indies i, but with 
more eafe, atid better, than elfewhere •, be- 
caufe this great River during its overflow­
ings, brings down fo great a number of 
great Trees, that thefe peoples have no 
more to do to come by them, but every 
one to lay hold on, and ftay as many as he 
defires, athisHouie, there to cut and hol­
low them, as Tre thinks meet. As for 
Cioathes, fuch as ufe any, have them all 
almoft of Cotton t and for fuch as go na­
ked ( which are, the greateft part) neither. 
exceifive heat, nor rigour of cold forces 
them to cover thcmfelves in that fort.

■ C  H A P .  V«
i  I f

o f their Citjiomes and Religion.
r

THere were never any written Laws a- 
mohgft thoie peoples  ̂ and all their- 

(uftomesarc almoft mach alike. Some of 
them live at liberty 5 and fome of them un­
der Cacyques, or Lords, as the reft of A-r  
m m W  1d m  have Idols @f wood made. 

' -  - - ■ • . ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ., by



. ■ :i

h ’ i

) ,

1 . {

lO u4 Geographical o f  the

by mans hand̂  vvhich they adore as their 
gods, attributing to fome of them the pow­
er over waters, and giving them a Fifli for 
their mark : to others the power over.fruits, 
and feeds of .the earth. They have alfo 
fuch as they take for gods of Armjes and 
Battels 5 and they openly avouch that thefe 
deities came down from Heaven to live with 
them, to do them good, and procure their 
profit. They have neither Temples, nor 
Ceremonies, wherewith they adore them, 
but leave them careleily in fome corner of 
their Houfe, untill they have occafion to 
ufe them. But when they take water to go 
to Warre, they place on the .Poup of their, 
VeiTels, their god of Armies •, and fo they' 
ufe the others in like fort. They have alfo 
Wifemerij or Wiz^ardsimon^ them, of great 
erteem • who ferve them for Counfellors 
as well for Religion and Phyiick, as for 
Law and policy • and in the year 1639, the 
^ortugmis found an Indian in thefe Coun­
tries, that called himfelf the fon of th tS u n ^  
who coming to ia peaceable and loving con- 
foence with them, vy,1s not fatisfied with 
the grounds of our Belief, but going away 
without renouncing his own impofttire, faid, 
that every night he went by the Spirit to. ' confult
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:Confult the S m  for the government of the 
following day. , Finally, all thefe peoples 
arc ofa good nature, nimble and quick of 
body, and of colour not fo tawny and Sun­
burnt as thofe of Braftk. They are of 
quick apprehenfion and underifanding, and 
are very expert in their hands for all ibrtof 
works. They are naturally ^ eet and 
meek,, officious and tradtable jpnd they 
converfe familiarly with ilrangers without 
any fear. They are every way fo docile 
and teachable, and fo little pofleft with 
malice, that from hence the eafinefs to fub- 
due them, as well to Laws and policy, as 
iaChriftian Religion, may begueifed at.

H A V V I>

• of the great Cer deli ere.

IN the Southern Am erica, to the Eaft of 
the Kingdom of Peru, and' as it were 

from the North to the South, runs and 
rangeth along a garland of great Mountains 
more than fix hundred Leagues in length, 
under the name of the great Cordeliere, 
And by a -wonderiuU work of nature, all

the
I



;n ■

•„’ll

j !k G esgraphic^ Ht/lory o f  the ■
the waters, which from thence arife in a- 
bundance, on that fide of. the great Moun­
tains, that look towards the Baft, do all 
render therafelves into the North-Sea by 
one only vnouth and confluent. But thefe 
well-heads, and fprings being fo j many, 
cannot be yet all difeoveredu* it fufEceth us 
in this Bo^ to remark the chief ones, " and 
fuch of t lf i i  as are famous, by the origins 
and fource of the great Riter of the AmA~ • 
mazoaes, and of: others the moft famous, 
that he receiveth into his channell, to-coni’' 
veythem together with himfdf into the- 
Ocean-Sea. - And amongft the longell and 
greateit of all thefe Rivers, the Great Cake- 
ta, the Putumaye, and the Aguarike, are on 
the North-fid e 5 and the the^wi-
rumaya, the Maragno», and the Curaray^ are 
on the Southfide of the River of the A m a-  
zones. Which'.being the only, and the 
principallobjeit ©four Difcourle, we will 
here' begin to deferibe its' . fource,..ih this 
Chapter, 'telling you-, that it is the riioll 
WeRwar.d pf all the fources, that are to the. 
EaR ofthe'great Cordelierey that which is 
fprtheft’ 0^ from the Ocean̂  or A tlan tiquer , 
S.ea, andtheneareftof 'any to the Town of 
Ky$0, one pf thegreateft and fairefl: Cities,

not

V
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not only of the Kingdom of P eri, but alfo 
ot any in all Am erica  5 the feat of a Sove- 
raiga Court, and Capitall of a great Pro­
vince,' of . three hundred degrees, and ten 
minutes of Longitude, ( counting from the 
fifft and fixt Meridian of the He of Saint 

M iche ll, of the Azores ) and iixteen mi­
nutes only of Latitude méridionale; But 
for better clearing of this matter yet, we 
muft adde, that between the Town o iK y to , 
& the fourcc of the great River of the A m a ­
zo n s ,th e k  tops,or rifings of the great Corde­
lier e,that zve aftermentioned,are interjedfed.

‘ ' IJ

C h a p . V Ï Î.

of the f e m e s  o f  the great R iver  o f  the 
Amazones.

PUlcatt and Cuanama are two Mountains 
of the great and high Cor de Here, di- 

llant one from the other little lefs than two 
Spanifh Leagues, of three hundred degrees, 
thirty fix minutes of Longitude, on the 
terreftriallGlobe  ̂ and twenty minutes on­
ly of méridionale or Southern Latitude. 
They arc in the great Province of K y to ,o i

the
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the rich Empire of Peru , about fi* 
Lwgues to the Southfide of the equinodfiall 
Line 5 and eight Leagues to the Baft of the 
Town of Kyto, the Capitall of that Pro­
vince : and two Lakes,' that are at the two’ 
foots of thefe two Mountains, are the re­
nowned fources of the great and famous A - 

■ mazjone. That of Pule art is the largeft, o- 
peneft, and heft difeoverfed 5 and that of 
Guanama is the deepeft and profoundeft, 
and as it were almoft'covered by a great 
rock overturned upon it by an Earthquake. 
But thefe two fpring-heads, the moft won- 
derfuil of all the world, fince they give the 
beginning to the moft memorable River of 
the univerfall world, run quickly into one,, 
and pafs along tpgether the terrible rocks of 
the Corddiere,. rolling their roaring waters 
oyer its precipices and fals: from whence 
this great River coming forth and running 
alwayes ftrong, fwift, afld ftraight towards 
theEaft, receives preffintly upon his leav­
ing t\\Q Cordelier a  a marvellous great in- 
cieafe from the Goc'a'̂  the P ay am ine, nVid. 
the N ap9'̂  ( three coniiderable Risers, 
whereof wefliall fpeak-elfe where) >ahd in 
iliort while makes his navigablenefs like un*- 
to that of the great Ocean- Sea,- as well for

the
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the depth of his channdl, as for the lefs ra-

Spidnefs of his currant of water. But this I remarkable place, where the River of Nay

i enters into that of the^«;4Ä0»w (which
the Sfamareis call the J ’unto of the Rivers 
and we the cotijuftiitett or joym ng o f  the Ri~ 
vers , to the fame very fenfe verbatim  ) is 
about fixty Leagues from the Town 
to, and under the equinodliall Line. And 
it was in this place that the ■ adventurous 
Francis D ’Areillane that Sfa n iß  Knight, 
made build a Veflcll, in the which he firft 
navigated, and happily difcovered all this 
great River of the A m az,0 ries.

C  H A P. V I I I.

of the length and courfe o f  this R iver,

A Fter that the great A m azone  hath 
made bis chanuell like unto that of 

the greateft Rivers of the world, by the 
conflux of the forefaid three Rivers, he 
goes on his way through the vaft and fertile 
.fields of Am erica, alwayes towards the Eaft, 
and without longer ftraying from under the 
Line, than five or fix degrees at the moil, 
( on

li!
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on the Southiide, or that of the ahtardlick 

-pole. Yet drawing his now-ilow waters 
after him, by infinite turnings and windings 
in plains and fields of fo large ̂ and great ex­
tent, he cafts out his arras on every fide 
to receive the more eafily the Rivers which 
from all parts come unto him, and that with 
fuch admirable agreement, that the leaftof 
his armes receive alway the lead Rivers arid 
Rivulets -, and the greater the greater : and 
if Rivers come to him, that are bigge and 
made great by a courfe of ritore hiindreths of 
Leagues together, he there (Imts up all his 
waters into one channell, to receive thofe 
greater worthily,and as it were with a great­
er date and magnificence. As for his 
length from his lource to his mouth at thé 

' JtUittiqae-Se:2iy following the courfe of his 
wide channell, it is diverily reported.- Thé 
fore-mentioned Areillane makes it of eigh­
teen hundred, and Father of one
thoufand two hundred feventy fix Spamfl} 
Leagues, according to the juded meafures 
that we could gather from the Relations of 
this Author, who contradi(ils himfelf often 

. through forgetfulnefs, and not taking heed. 
Now the fparinged reckoning of Father 
D ‘ A cogna, being modeder than that of 

' A reilla m i
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AreillanCi fecms to me to, have more ap- 
pearances of the truth in it 5 becaufe the 
diftance of- the mountains of V nlcan , and 
Cmnamd ( where the Sources of this great 
River are) in a {freight line unto Z â Ararat 
which is the Eailerlieil Cape,, at which he 
ends his courfe, is but of fix hundred four­
ty leagues of the fame fort, according to 
my Geographick Tables orMappes, and 
the methods of the . eighth Book of my Ge­
ometrical! Theorems, But becaufe thissdi- 
ftance in a {freight line, appears to me to be 
yet too farre different from the forefaid 
length of one thoufand two hundred feventy 
fix leagues; I could eafily perfwade my 
felf, that either the Southern longitude of 
Am erica were greater ̂  or ,that the leagues 
of this Sfanifh Father Jefuit fhould be no o- 
ther but Cekiberian-Sfam jh leagues, or B if-  
cay- l e a g u e s unto our French-fea-leagues, 
the which amounting but to twenty, for 
every degree of a great circle, would give us 
feven hundred thirty two leagues in a right 
or {freight line, for the fame diftance be-“ 
tween the Sources of the great River of the 
Am azenes, and the extremity of his mouthy 
or upfhutting.

C C hap.
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C  H A I>. IX .

of the Lengftudes, LatitudeSt and Mtafurei
eh^erved in  this great R iver.

N the defign wc have to fet down in this 
place,and all along,the diftancessSind thek 

latitudes the S'paniards have obierved 
4». one thoufand fix hundred thirty nine 
alongft the River oi the Am azenes, report­
ed by D’ aforefaid, delegated by 
King Philip the fourth to this charge: we 
have alfo refolved to adde the lengitudes-i 
which we have adjafted as much as is poffi- 
ble irom confufion and uncertainty; and this 
aswellforthecuriofityof fuchaslove Ge­
ography ; as for the help of thefe Authours 
that would make new Cartes of thefe pla­
ces. But going back to’the end of the 7'̂  
Chapter, we ihall continue the courfe of 
this great River in this manner.

From the mouth of N a fa , which is on 
the South of the great Amazone^ to Anete, 
are fourty feven leagues. This place of 
Anete is yet under the line, and on the 
Souch-fide of the great River.

From Anete to  the Agarico, are eighteen
' leagues.
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leagaes. The mouth of this River, is on 
the North-iîdè of the Am azoner twà  üridéf 
the line alfo.

From Agdrico to C heveltt, twenty 
leagues. The mouth of tfiis Rivef is alfo' 
ûni the' North of A m a zo n e , and begirii' 
to décliné a little from the line towards 
the South.

I

From the to the C«>>4r4ji, fourty
leagues. The mouth of this Rivér is on 
the South • of the A m azone, and Under thé 
fécond degree of Southern latitude.

From the Curaray to the Maragnoii, eigh­
ty leagueŝ  The mouth Of this River,is ori 
the South of the A m azone, having four de­
grees of Southern latitudcj and three hufi- 
dred feven degrees and fifty aiinut»s of 
longitude;

From thé Maragnon to thé beginning Of 
the Province of H om agne , fixty leagues,' 
Àll this Province confifts in great tlands.

From the forefaid beginning of Borna- 
gne,x.o a certain'gfeat habitation of thé famê  
one hundred and nineteen leagues.This place, 
is in an lie, on the South-fide of thebody.of 
Ama:ione,\\ivm^ three degrees of Southetii- 
làtltude,’and three hundred twelve degrees#' 
and fifty fivéminu'tes of longituder

C  a
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From this Habitation to the Fniumayat 

feventeen leagues. The mouth of this Ri­
ver is on the North-fide of the great A m a­
zone.

From the Putumaya to  L f  et a u , fifty 
leagues. The mouth of this River is on 
the South-fide o î  A m azone, and hath three 
degrees thirty minutes of Southern lati­
t u d e . . , I

From L je t au to the end of the Province 
of Bomague x fourteen leagues.. In this 
place there is a great and puilïànt Habitation 
in an He.

Fr om the end of Bomague to the Amaru-, 
maya, twenty five leagues. The mouth 
of .this River is on the South-fideof A m a-  

haying five degrees of Southern lati­
tude, and three hundred fifteen degrees, 
and fifty minutes of longitude.

* 9  I ' ^  i

From the to'the Village, of
the gold, tvyenty eight leagues. This place 
is bn the South-bank of the Channell of the 
great Am azone.

From the Village of the gold to the To-, 
pura, fourteen leagues.' The mouth of 
this River is on the North-fide of A m a­
zone, and hath three degrees of Southern
aiitude,

FrOna
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■ From the Yofura to T n f j ,  four leagues. 

The mouth of this River is on the SoUth- 
fide of A m azone.

From the Y a ^j  to the C atut, twenty five 
leagues. The mouth of this River is on 
the South-fide of A m azone t  and towards 
xh t Green Lake^ formed into that condition 
by the great A m azone.

From the Catna and the Green Lake  to 
the fir ft mouth of the Araganainba, fix 
leagues. This is on the North-fide of the 
A m azone.

From the fift mouth to the fécond of the 
AraganatttbajÇx^tttïv leagueŝ  on the North-
fide of A m azone  alfo.

From the fécond mouth of the Aragana- 
tuba to the end of the Province of Corofira- 
re> twenty two leagues. All this l?ro- 
vince is on the South of the great River.

From the end of Caroj/Mre to the begin­
ning of the Province of Yorim an, two 
leagues. On the South-fide of Amazone»

From the beginning of Yoriman to a great 
and very long Habitation, twenty three 
leagues, on the South of the River to four 
degrees of that latitude, and three hundred 
nineteen degrees, and thirty minutes of 
longitude. C 3 . rrooJ
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From this long Habitation to the He Ye- 
thirty two leagues, on the South- 

pank nde of the Amazonc*

From this He to the end of the Province 
G i Toriman, ten leagues. On the South- 
iideef t\\tAmaz,one.

From the end of Toriman to the Cttftgu- 
* re ,tv jo  leagues. The mouth of this Ri­
ver is alfo on the South of the Pitnazone.

From the Cufiguare tp the Bafurure^ thir­
ty two leagues, The mouth of this River 
js on the North-fide of the Am azonef and 
hath four degrees, thirty minutes, of 
Southern latitude.

From the Bafurure to  the Rio-ne^rOfCt 
Black River, thirty leagues. The mouth 
-of this River is alfo on the Norch-fide of 
the f having four decrees nf
Southern latitude, and t L e  Hundred  ̂
twenty two degrees, and twenty minutes 
of longitude. And thus the courfe of the 
great River of the im o Bio-
gro, or the Rlac  ̂ River, is of fev-en him-

CO Cht
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C H A P .  X.
I

The rejî o f  the Longituâes, Latitudes, and  
Meafures o lferved  unto the A tla n tid e  
Sea.

Following the fame defign of the Chap­
ter preceding, wherein we made ftay, 

till we came to the mouth of M o-negro, 
where he enters into the great River of 
the hwaz-ones \ we iliall in this Chapter 
make an end thereof,purfuing the km a zones  
courfe into the great Ocean its fell.

From Rio-negro then unto the Madera 
are four leagues; the mouth'of this River 
being on the South of the h m a zo n e .

From the Madera to the beginning of the 
lie of Topinamha, twenty eight leagues. 
This great He is in the River of the A m a ­
zones, towards the South-Jide.

From the beginning to the end of this 
He, fixty two leagues. In this place is a 
great and puilfant Habitation of the T o fi-  
ndmbians, having three degrees of Southern 
latitude, and three hundred twenty feveo 
degrees, thirty minutes of longitude. From the end of Tofinamba to the Ceru-C 4

/
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risy thirty leagues  ̂ the mouth of which 
< River is to the North of the h m a io n e .

From the Coruris to the Boßhore of the 
hm azone, twenty four leagues. This ftrange 
narrownelTe hath two degrees and fourty 
minutes of Soufhern latitude*, and three 
hundred twenty eight degrees, and fifty mi­
nutes in longitude.

From the Bofphore to the Tapayfe, fourty 
leagues •, the mouth of which River is on 
the South of the great Am azone.

From the Tapayfe to the C or op at u he,four­
ty  leagnes •, the mouth of which River is 
on the North-fide of the great Am azone.

From the Coropatuhe to the Fort of the 
Deßierroy fifty four leagues; which Forte- 
relle isalfo on the North-fide of the great 
River.

From the forefaid Fort to the Ginipape, 
fix leagues *, the mouth of which River is 
on the North-fide allb, having two degrees 

•of Southern latitude, and three hundred 
thirty one degrees and fifty minutes of lon­
gitude. And about two leagues under this 
Ginipape towards the Sea, the great River 
of the Amazones begins to open himfelf by 
little and little towards his great Mouth, or 
place of difeharge into the Sea.

From

MKSL-
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From the G h i p a f e  to the Paranayhe, ten 

leagues *, the mouth of which River is on 
the South- fide of the hm a ien e.

From the Parana'ibe to the Pacache, four­
ty leagues  ̂ the mouth of which is alio on 
the South of the Am azone.

From the Pacache to C m m u ta , fourty 
leagues. This place is alio on the South- 
fideof the AwííZtf/2?.

From CommutA to Par a-, thirty leagues. 
This Town is alfo on the South-banke of 
the great mouth of the Arnazoncj having 
one degree and thirty minutes of South la­
titude. '

From Para to  the He of the i«», four­
teen leagues. This lie is alfo near to the 
fame South-banke. And from Para to Z a -  
tararaj fourty leagues 5 which is a Cape 
on the extremity of the South-banke of the 
oreat River, having thirty five minutes of 
South latitude, and three hundred thirty 
feven degrees and ten minutes of longitude. 
And fo the courfe of the great River of the 
Amazones is from Rio-negro to Zaparara, 
of four hundred eighty eight leagues •, and 
his whole length is one thoufand two hun­
dred (eventy fix leagues, as have been fet
down in the ■ preceeding Chapters.. Yet to

deferibe
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defcriBe his North-banke of his great
Mouth aIfo,-fomewhat more, we ihall thus 
fee it down.

From the GiMtfdfe to C tr u fa , thirty 
leagues 5 this place being on the North- 
fide of the River.

From Coruna to the Cape of the North, 
the diftance is not well known: and this 
Cape is on the extremity of the North- 
banke of the great River, having fourty 
five minutes of North latitude, and three 
hundred thirty, three degrees and fifty mi­
nutes of longitude.

C h a p . X I.

of the bredth^ and o f  the I k s  o f  this great 
. R iver .

IF the great Am azone  is wonderfull for its 
length, it is qo lefl'e admirable for its 

bredth, and its Hands.-' The one is alwaies 
pfitwo, three, or four leagues broad, but 
nevei ,io little as of one only: the others 
art innumerable, and fo great, that their 
compaffe is of five, or of ten, and fometimes 
of twenty j yea, and more than of an hun­

dred
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,dred leagues foraetimes, as is that of the To- 
pnam hes- There is a great number alfo of 
very little ones, in which the Natives make 
their Burial-places, having their Dwellings 
in the others, that are greater. But the 
greater part of thefe lies, and fometimes 
the greateft of them, are in part at leaft 
drowned and overflowed every year by the 
inundations of that River, but fo fatned 
thereafter with the mud,, that he fcatters o* 
ver them behind him, that they are there­
by exceeding .fertile, yielding every year 
without any intermiffions of reft, their or­
dinary crops, which are of Maz,e, Toca^ and 
Mandioca 5 which yeeld the common food 
for all America^ where it is in great abun­
dance all along the great River of the A m a­
zone, But to help the inconveniences of 
overflowing, they make under-ground Cel- 
lers. Granaries, or Caves well cover’d, 
where they keep their Maze,, ( which is their 
wheat) withoutimpairement • and the To- 
ca ( which is a root ) whereof they make 
their Cajahcy which is the ordinary, and 
lelfe finiili bread of all Brajtky and of all 
çhat New-world, Returning then to the 
wonders of the large Channell of this great 
River of the 4 mnkones, we ihall end this

■Chapter,
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Chapter, in telling you, that he keeps al- 
waies about the fame bredth, that we have 
before fet down, untill by an enlarging him- 
felli and opening into eighty four Spaniili 
leagues of bredth, he comes to lofe his name 
aud waters in the great J fla m q u e  O cean, 
between the two Capes of the North, and 
of Zafardra--, this being in r̂/iy//i,and the 
other in Provinces of Am erica.

C  H A P .  X II,

o f  its Depth, and N avigation.

SBeing the great and vvonderfull Channell 
of the renowned River of the Am a- 

j z,ones, as a certain long and vaft Sea of 
• fweet waters, receives fo many great, broad, 

and deep Rivers, we muft not think it 
ftrange, if the depth of his bed equall often­
times the Abyfles of the Ocean its felf. 
This is for the moft part, from his beginning 
unto Rio-»egro, of eight, twelve, and of 
tw enty fathomes i,and from down­
wards to the Ocean, of thirty, fourty, and 
fometimes without ground, and unfathom­
able, according to the relations of all that

have



gréai R iver o f  the Amazones. 29
have obferved it. \But this marvellous ad* 
vantage his depth hath beyond others Angu­
lar, that for the moft part they are alike, 
along the bankes and fides, as they are in 
the midil of this large Channell of the great 
Am azone whence it follows, that his Na- 
vigablenefle, and the fitnefle for commerce 
of this great River, is open and fufficient 
enough for the greateft Navies, of the 
greateft number, of the greateft burthen ; 
which may not only fail up all along him to 
his firft rife in order of Battell, and ready 
for fight 5 butalfoput toLandeafily, and 
apply to the ftiore,with®ut any fear of rocks, 
or fands. And Providence having purpo- 
fed every way to render all thefe wonders 
y^  more confiderable, hath led the waters 
of thisiamous River alwaies from Weft to 
Eaft, and near unto the ty£quator, to the 
end, that as N avale Armies might eafily 
come down from his very fource to his 
mouth, carryed by the fweet force and 
• ftrength of his current, and ftreame  ̂ fo 
they might alfo as eafily go up from his 
mouth and firft entrance unto his very 
fource, againft the ftream of his deep wa­
ters, by a favourable and continual winde, 
which blows there in a good gale perpetual-
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iy , and without ceaiing,from Eaft to Wei '̂ 
cither all the day long, of afleil three or' 
rout hours of it together, becaufe of the- 
Dm'rnall motion either of the Earth, or of 
the firii moveable ffeavdi, or Orbe: fo 
that on the North -fea, from the Canary I- 
lands, to thofe of the Cam bal’s and on'
* , ‘I'^^^New-Spidrty u'ntothe'
Thtlippifte lies *, as alfo. all along the coalt of 
Paria and Guiana-, as one goes from' the 
North-cape, to- the Cape of Sailes, the fame 
tail-wind is alwares found, to be on wing,» 
and in his reign, without ceaEng; Bat as 
m ôfe^other parts above-rramed, it is im- 
f)olTible for ‘Ships to take the fame waies 
b^k again, for returning to the places from 
whence they pme, that they held in comlhg

* ■ . as then'Sailes rauft be 
nil d with thofe Eaft-windes; fo this greaiT 
River of the Ama&ones hath this particular 
advantage beyond them̂  that whole Arma- 
rfw can go from Eaft to Weft', andfroni 
Weft to Eaft, ahvaies 'under the line, and 
tne fame way both of going and coming,and 
fiE the fame tinne;

G h'APV
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AP. XIIL
0/ the Bofphore o f the Amazohc.

THe r h r  act art and Cimmerian Bofihoresi 
or Ox-f»im -hredths were never fo fa~ 

tnous in ages paft, as the Am azem an Bof- 
fhore will be renowned in times to come, in 
all apperance. ' This one ftrange Strait of 
this River ( richer in one day, than are ac- 
prefent.both the Straits of HelleJ^ont, and of 
Rlfenore ) ihuts'up in one channell fcarcely 
a thouiand paces broad, or an Italian mile, 
the whole great River of the Amazsnes^ 
proud ,oi thefpoilesof fo many, and great, 
and long Rivers •, and highly puft up for his 
courfe of more than nine hundred lixty 
leagues, through Plaines and Valleys the 
fertileft in the whole world; and triumph­
ing in all-the waters, that rife from the Raft 
of the q;cc2.t Cordeliere, from the Town of 
f  of ay an to that of Plata, which is the fpace 
of five hundred leagues. This wonderfull 
Bojphore, or O x -fa fje , which Providence 
hath referved to be one day the Key of the 
richeft Trade in the world, and of the great- 
eft Kingdom that is in one only Continent^

hath
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hath three hundred twenty eight degrees, 
and fifty minutes of longitude, and two 
degrees and fourty minutes of North-lati­
tude, and is three hundred leagues from the 
North-fea, following the courfe of turning 
and windings of this great River unto Za~ 
farara  ̂ however Father Z)’ Acogna ( often 
enough variable in his meafures) carry 
fometimes this diftance of the Bofphore from 
the Sea, unto the length of three hundred 
fixty leagues.. But untill the longitude of 
this great part of America be better obfer* 
ved, l intend alwaies to follow theleaft mea­
fures of diftances. Now tliis one only and 
famous Strait of the great River of the A -  
mazoftes, is yet further conliderable for 
this, that the flowing of the great Seas is 
here eafily perceived, offering a marvellous 
advantage to the commerce of this Rivers 
Navigation, by the ebbing, and flowing of 
the Ocean. Whence it follows, that the 
advantages of the firft Nation , that fliall 
poflefle its felf by Colonies and Forts of 
bothfides of this Am azoniait Bo(phore,cm~ 
not beexpreit in a lew words. For can a- 
ny doubt,'but that the riches of fomany 
Mines difcovered, and not wrought,by the 
miferable depopulations of the rich Weftern

Regions
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Regions of this Pemnjulare Am erica, will 
be one day friatched up by the greed of 
thofe will follow us, and the multitude 
ot men that will be born hereafter in thefe 
happy Countries V and will in end be car­
ried on the currents of fo many famous Ri­
vers, as render themfelves unto the B cfp h re  
of the Am azone, to be afterwards brought 
into Europe, by the ealie Navigation of the 
Atlantiqfte Seâ in comparifon of the trouble- 
fome mountains of Panama, the Cerfaires j 
and the Shipwracks of the Gulph oiM exico^  
and the notable dangers of the chaDnell of 
Sahame ?

if

)•!

C h a p . X I V i

o f  the firH three R ivers, that enter tin t that 
o f  the Amazonesi

A fter that we have thus fitmmariiy de- 
fcribed the courfe of the great River 

of the we will return to his be­
ginning, to handle anew the things that are 
without, and adjacent to it. But I could 
wiih that Father Acogna, the Authour and 
eye'-witricife‘ of i  part of thefe relations ̂

D ^ere
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were more cleanly and underftand̂ ble in 
them. For not having been able to find 
either cartes, or books to help my cares that 
I have to unfold thefe ambiguities, I my 
fdf therefore reft not fatisfied in this behalf 
with mine own work. Without flaying 
therefore to cenfure a Perfon of his Noble- 
riefle and merit, by reafons which I might,

' and the curious may themfelves perceive in 
his writings, I fhalltake me to my Subjedf, 
and tell you, that from the Town of C  o f ana 
in the Province of K ix o , totheEaft of the 
'Andes of Peru, and to the North of the 
line, comes forth the Coca, a navigable Ri­
ver, which quickly renders himlelf on the 
North-lide into the beginnings of the great 
River of the A m azen es; which as yet in 
thefe' parts,having his ftream too rapid and 
violent, hath not therefore at this place fo 
convenient a navigation himfelf, as other 

-Rivers, that enter into his large bed on the 
fide of the Antanflique or South Pole. The 
firft whereof pafling on as it were about 
three daies journeys from the City of A -  
•L'ila of the fame Province of the K ixo s, 
renders himfelf in ihort' while, and under 
the name of Pay amino,\v\to the great River, 
on the Soöth-fide thereof, and below the

entrance
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entrance of the Coca, though the diftancc 
is not known, nor fet down. But about 
eighteen leagues from the Town of K ito , 
beyond the Andes of the great Cordeliers is 
the mount A ntezam e  on the South-fide of 
the line*, from the foot of wnich the River 
of N a fo  coming forth, and running a- 
mongft the Rocks without being navigable 
untill he come to a Port, or Haven of the 
fame name well nigh unto Archidona, he be= 
comes yet more eafie to be navigated four 
leagues beneath that, as well for the great- 
neife of his Channcll, as for the lelTe rapid-, 
nefle and violence of his ftream i and pur- 
fuing in this condition his way to great Ri­
ver, he enters thereinto about thirty leagues 
only from Archidona. But concerning the 
mouth of this River, you may look the 
feventh Chapter of this Book  ̂ unto which 
I will here adde, that the forefaid Port of 
N a fo , where the Indians\izvQ 3.u. habitation,' 
is the beft embarquing place, for all thofe 
that from the Province of K ito ,  would 
fail or go into the great Amazone> And as’ 
to this pleafant fair, and great enough Ri­
ver of N a fo , it hath this prerogative be­
yond others, to rolle alongft with him a-' 
amongft the fands of his' currehf ,' go’od

B ’ i
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(lore of Gold, which the Natives of this 
Countrcy gathering, do therewith without 
much pains or trouble pay their tribute," 
which yearly they owe to the Spaniards of 
that fame Province  ̂ a Province alfo that 
abounds every where elfe in all forts of 
Fruités, neceflary for intertaining of the 
life •, the like whereunto may be (aid of it 
both for Fifliing, and Hunting, or Chace.

C  H A P.  X V*

L M

o f  the Agaiique and the Putomaya. •

Aving begun to fliew you before, the . 
divers Havens or embarquing places, 

by which the great and rich Province of 
K^to may enter into the commerce of the 
great River of Amazone~, we will now fol­
low the like way, by the other Rivers that 
come from the North-fide, and give the 
like advantages to the rich Regions of the 
Pepayan, and of the Kingdom, of new Gran- 
ado : whereof the firlt are the Aguarique, 
and the Putomaya, taking their begin­
nings in the great ‘mouutaines of the Cor­
delier) both of them well nigh to the Town

of



r

^ria t S iv e r  o f  the Amazones. 37
if Pafio of, the Government of Popaya», 
laving three hundred and one degrees, and 

S thirty minutes of longitude, and one de- 
2 greeonly of North latitude. But though 
i both thefe Rivers have their courfe from 
f  Weft to Eaft-, yet that of the AgHuriquet
0 which is the Southerlieft, comes firft-to the
1 great River of the Awazones in the Pro- 
I vince of the Chevduesy or long-hair’d peo- 
J pie  ̂ and that after a courfe of more than an 
i hundred leagues ( all along Navigable) 
I through happy, fertile, and well-inhabited

Regions, as all the reft of the Realm of 
the great Am az,6»e is. Now the mouth of 
this confiderable River, ( the Name where­
of is, The R iver o f  Gold, becaufe he draws 
much of it along his bank-fides) is on the 
North-fide of the great River of the 
z,ortes_, and about an hundred feventeen 
leagues from his own Sources and Spring­
heads, and likewife under the line. But 
the River of Putomaya taking a courfe much 
more ftragling and wandring, and water­
ing a good many more Nations than the o- 
ther, makes alfo hereby his Navigation 
more confiderable, and of greater Portati- 
on by a courfe of farre greater extent, anc 
a greater number of Rivers,that on all fide,

D 3 arrive
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aifive unto him alfo. And afterthe hath 
fertilized fo many great chamoain Coun­
tries by the frelli vapours oi his waters, and 
by his ordinary overflowingSj as all Rivers 
of America  do  ̂ he opens and enlarges 
himfelf near unto a leagues bredth at his 
entry into the great River of the Am azones, 
and about ibur hundred fifty three leagues 
from .his own Sources, or Well-heads. 
Now the mouth of this River of Pmomaja, 
which carryes along with him gold alfo, as 
moft others do % is on the North-fide of 
the great River, and hath two degrees and 
thirty minutes of Southern latitude, having 
runne under the line a great deal more than 
the half of his courfe, and under the fame 
meafured ( in his bankes and windings at 
leaft) the fpace and length of more than 
three hundred fifty leagues. Thus the 
cominerce of the great River of the A -  
mazenes will in time coming receive no 
lelfe. enlargement by the happy Naviga­
tions of the A gm rique, and of the Puto- 
maya, than by other great and famous 
Rivers ( which promife him , the fame 
encreafe) as well for the richeife and fer- 
tUe Countries of the Town of P afto , as 
for the fituation of the fame, which is

too
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too farre diftant from the conveniencies 
of the Port of Carthagena,

%-

D'

C  H A P .  X V I .
P

o f  the great Caketa , a confderaile R r  , 
ver. . r, , ' '

i • ■'

THe third and laft River, which from 
the North, and from the mountains, 

of the Cordelier, comes into the great Ri­
ver of the Am azones, goes under the nanae 
of The great Caketa *, and is acknowledged, 
and celebrated for the greateft of all the 
Rivers in America, next to the great Ama-^ 
zone. The Kingdom of new Granado glo­
ries in its birth, and the Valley of Nicao of 
the- Province of Po^ajan, is the famous 
place of his Source, which hath two de­
grees and thirty minutes of North-latitude, 
and three hundred and three degrees, and 
fourty minutes of longitude, on the ter* 
reftrial Globe, This great River fo much 
renown’d, and yetfo little known to this 
day by Geographers, receives prefently a 
marvellous increafe of waters, which de* 
feend in great abundance from the great

D  4 moon-
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niô ntaip̂  of Faith  of Bogota 5 and 
taking his way from Weft to Eaft, almoft: 
every where parallell to the great Amazoney 
he infenfibly draws near to runne under the 
line, continuing thus his courfe untill about 
at onedegree ot North-latitude, and three 
hundrpd eighteen degrees of longitude, 
he divides his large and magnificent Chan- 
nell into Rio-nerro, and Rio-grand  i, e. 
into the Black Jliver and the great River. 
But the peat is fo wonderful! at this 
place, that this diyifion hinders him not tp 
render himfelfon the one fide into the great 
jim azoncyhy the firft of his branches,and by 

-ap entry of more'than one league and an 
half broad 5 nor to keep for a long time the 
colour of his own pleafant and deep waters, 
until! that the great River of the A m a zo m s, 
all pthered up into one great bed, for re­
ceiving of him, 'deface this appearance of 
the Caketaes waters, but not untill after a 
combate between them, for the ipace of 
twelve leagues length. As for his other 
branch ( which I take to be the great River 
of the Qremt^ contrary to the opinions of 
Father d  Acogna^ becaufe I fee no other 
River from the Cape o f  the Salles to the 
i âpe of the North, that can be attributed

to
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to him) it turns its couvfe towards the 
>Jorthj and renders himfelf into the North- 
Sea by a mouth worthy of -his greatne's and 
magnificence. But becaufe the Orenoe (as 
other Rivers of Cuyana have ) hath leaps 
m d fa ls  that are h gh and fteep, amongft 
the,rocks, that he paiTeth through; (fol­
lowing here the relations of Diego iOrdaSy  
of Alphonjo de Herrera, and of Aiethenj de 
Berreo, who were amongft thefirft of fuch 
as navigated it) neither the commerce of 
the great Caketa, nor that of the great A- 
mazone, can ever be hindred on this behalf, 
as Father D ’ Acogna apprehends, grourid- 
inghimfelf on the paflage oif Lopez D^A- 
guirre, which he held from the River of the 
Amazones to the North Sea by this track 
or way: but not knowing, that Lopez had 
not light Boats, that can pafs over all, and 
(hoot fuch fals, (as Oares do London- 
Bridge at a low water) or that he made 
draw them alongft with him by land ( aso- 
ther Spaniards alfo did before him ) from 
the beginning of the leap or fall of the River 
Orenoe, to the end of it, which is at leaft an 
hundred Leagues diftant from his mouth, 
whereby he enters into the great Ocean. 
Returning therefore to the great Caketa, we

(hall r



' >£;
■V

i r

43 ^  Geographical Hiflory o f  the
ihall have done with him, and this Chap­
ter, if we tell you, that he receives an infi- 
nitie of other Rivers 5 that he waters fundry 

' rich Provinces, and many very warlike 
Nations  ̂ that his overflowings makes on 
all iides many great Lakes, as'is ufuall in all 
other R.vers o i  America  5 that now and then 
he fends fome arms or branches into the 
great Am azone, which arc eqnall to fome 
.good Rivers in other places .• that his mouth 
of the Orenoc hath nine degrees of North- 
latitude, and three hundred twenty one de­
grees and twenty minutes of Longitude: 
and that his mouth of Rio-negro ( fo called 
from the depth of his pure-clear waters, 
whereby they feem black ; hath four de­
grees of South-latitude, and three hundred 
twenty two degrees, and twenty minutes of 
longitude, on the North-lide of the great 
River of the Amazonesy about fome feven 
hundred eighty eight Leagues from his firft 
fources, the fame diftance, that the A m a-  
zone hath from this place to his head 5 as is 
before faid towards the end of Chapter the. 
ninth.

i
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C h a p . X V I I .

o f  the R iver  o f  Maragnon,
k

ONe of the principall and moft famous 
RiverSj that the Andes of the Cor^ 

deliere fend forth towards the South of the 
great Amazone-, is without all doubt the 
Maragnon, as well for the rich and noble 
Province, whence he takes his beginning, 
as for the renown of his name, whereby he 
is fo célébrions in the Hiftories of this New- 
world : forafmuch as fo fe fh  Acofta, and 
Antony  of Herrera, give this name often 
both to the great River of the Am azones it 
felf, and to the River of the Orenoc  ̂ and 
the PortuguaifeoiBraßte give the fame name 
alfo to another confiderable enough River, 
which loofeth himfelf in a great Bay, or 
g u lfh , which they call the Bay of Maragnon, 
in the North-moft Government o f. the 
Kingdome of Maragnon, called for this fame 
caufe by that title alfo. But to the end that 
the diverfity of fo many Rivers, and places 
called by this name, may not beget confu- 
fion in my Geography \ I ihall for ever leave 
it to this one alone, and famous River, that

r now
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I now fpeak of, the name of Maragno» • 
a River well known from all Antiquity in 
the great Empire of Pent, by this name. 
He hath this fingular in the way of his 
courfe, that whereas he takes his beginnings 
to the Weft of the great Mountains of the 
C o rd clkre, and not from its felt, yet he 
ceafes not to pafs through them, and to draw 
all his deep waters towards the Eaft of J -  
merica. His famous fources honour the 
Lake of Boubon with the prerogative of his 
rife. This Lake is in the Countries of 
Gttumco^ a Colony of the Spaniards  ̂ and 
in the Province of Lim ti, the richcft and firft 
of all the Empire of Peru, the moft rich 
place of all the world. Its longitude is of 
three hundred and two degrees, and thirty 
minutes, on the terreftriall Globe; and his 
latitude of ten degrees, and four minutes, 
antanflick or meridional  ̂ and his diftance 
from the royall Town, of L im a , forty 
Leagues. So this famous River of Marag- 
nort coming forth of this foreiaid Lake, 
waters the long and fertile Valley oiSauffa , 
and cutting or crofting the Kings high way 
bewcen the Towns of Guanuco, and Gua- 
mangue, under Bridges made of cords and 
wood with a marvellous artifice, he palles

, through
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through the whole Andes of the Cordeliere \ 
from whence coming out again at laft much 
more mighty than he was, by the continu- 
all confluence of Rivers, that on all fides 
arrive unto him, he paifes along the Pro­
vince of Ma-^n to the Eaft of the Cordeliere 5 
and after his having faluted as it were, the 
Town of St. o f  the Mountains, ftill
made broader, deeper, and very fwift and 
rapid in currant, he afterwards fpreads him- 
felf abroad at pleafure and with more liber­
ty in diverfe fair Provinces, and amongft 
“Nations puiflant and warlike. In end fol­
lowing his courfe, ftill growing bigger, and 
more impetuous and rapide, than one would 
think that he could be navigable, he powres 
out all his waters into the great River of the 
Amazones^ at the Southiide thereof, ha­
ving four degrees of Southern latitude at 
that places and three hundred and feven 
degrees, and fifty minutes of Longitude  ̂
and about two hundred fifty feven Leagues 
from the fources of the great River of the 
Am azones. His own length is about three 
hundreid Leagues, reckoning by his banks 5 
and as for his navigation which I take,ought 
not to be reckoned further, than after that 
he hath pailed the Andes, it will not fail one

day
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day to bring the greateft riches oi a\\ Peru^ 
to the great River of the Am azones, for the 
iame reafons, that we have heretofore men­
tioned, and in the Chapter of the Pojphore, 
by name.

i ‘ .
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o f  the Amarnmaya, and o f  the Madera.“
j" y

IN the fame Province of L im a  of the great, 
and rich Kingdome of Per«, to the Baft 

,of the great Mountains of the Ckdelierej- 
al>out twenty Sfan ijh  Leagues from theroy- 
all Town of Cufeo •, about thirteen' degrees 
and thirty minutes oiSouth-latitude-, and 
three hundred eight degrees, twenty fix 
minutes of longitude -, are the fundry and 
abundant fources , which prefently caft 
themfelves into one Channell of the great 
River of AmarUmaya^ which in the Lan­
guage of the Indians, fignifieth Serpents.' 
The River (according to the teftimonies of 
\ t \h n t  Garctlaffa, come of the Kings of Pe- 
ru, and afterwards turned CtaHolick) faith 
he, takes his cotirfe towards the Ea'ft^ he 
w>ades great frov inees, and renders h im fe lf
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at la ß y into the N orth-Sea‘y without fayin°' 
any more. But this long and deep River, 
being the fame that Father TiA cogna  ac* 
Jtnovvledges under the name of Cufco, but 
knows it not by the name of Amarumaja 5 
after haying received an infinitic of other 
Rivers into his bed, and after that he hath
run according to the meafure of his crooked 
banks, the length of four hundred Leagues, 
he loofeth his name with his waters in the 
great River of the Am azones, to the South- 
lide of it, having five degrees of Southern 
latitude,and five hundred forty two Leagues 
from the fourccs of the great River, and 
three hundred fifteen degrees, and fifty 
minutes of Longitude, But the Madera 
without contradidion, is the - laft River 
that comes from the Southfide, and frorn 
the Andes of the great Cordeliere, to pay his 
tribute to the great Am azone. And as be 
is remoteft in his fources,' fo he is the long- 
eft, having a courfe of about feven hun­
dred Leagues, He wades ineftimable fields, 
and infinite Nations, and as it were jealous 
of the glory of his ending, he feems as it 
were upon defign to fhun rencountring with 
the Lake of Xirrfjr/i,the originall of the great 
River of Plat ay leaving it upon his Eaftfide

only

\
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only fifty Leagues diftaiit from him tW  
he might with more honour loofe his name 
and waters in the great, and more renown­
ed River of t h e a n d  that by an 
entry, that is worthy of his own greatnefs, 
at three degrees and forty minutes of South- 
latitude •, and three hundred twenty four 
d^rees of longitude^ and eight hundred 
thirty two Leagues from the fources o f the 
great A n u zo n t. As to the birth o f the 
Madera, whereof we fliall fpeak, ( and to 
which the Spaniards gave this name, be- 
caufe of the trees, that he brought down in­
to his mouth at that time when they difco- 
vered fum ) according to the beft opinion  ̂
it is in the moft rich and opulent province 
of Plata in the Kingdome of Peru, to the 
Eaft of the Mountains o f the Andes, under 

' the twenty fii ft degree of South-latitude, 
and three hundred and thirteenth of Longi­
tude. The vaunt, that they
have come down all the length of it, as we 
lhall declare hereafter •, and they tell won­
ders ol'its greatnefs, as alfo of other Rivers, 

, that on every fide augment it. And finally 
his navigation being once fully dilcovered, 
the Ages to come will doubtlefs proclaim 
the great riches, that he will bring to the

great
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great A m azon e, drawn out of the Mountain 
of Potofie, thirty Leagues diftant only 
from his fource»

H A p. X I

o f  the other Ri'Vers, and o f  the Proi>inee 
o f  the K ix es.

N
\

T He other great and long Rivers, not 
lefs confiderable than the preceding,' 

ivhich come for thalfo from the Mountains 
of the Andes, to render themfelves into the 
great River ot the Am azones at his ,South- 
fide, ( to follow the order of the ninth' 
Chapter of this Book ) are firil : the 
Curaray, between the Rivers of NafO, and 
of Maragnon, His origine is in the Coun­
try of MaCits, of the Province of Kiiio, 
The fécond is the Tetau, { called Lyetaà in 
the ninth Chapter )  as much renowned for 
his greatnefs, as for the riches of his peo­
ples '( who wear Ear-pendants and Bracd- 
lets of fine gold ) which hath his couffè be­
tween the Maragnon and the Amarumaya; 
And'finally, the T<tpy, the Cam, the Citft- 
gUdrei betweeft the Aniarurndja and th®

È M'ddera.1 K' \
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Moilera, to be thought the greater and 
the longer, by how much their entries into 
the Am azeite are wider and broader 5 by 
means of all which, and others, that will be 
hereafter difcovered (whether they enter 
into the great River therafdves immediate­
ly , or mediately only into others, that 
come at laft to,him, and pay their tribute ) 
the commerce will alwayes be greater, and 
the navigation happy through the whole 
Kingdom  ot t\\c Amazottes. But to give a 
beginning to the Relation, not only of the 
Provinces, and of the, Nations, that dwell 
on the length and breadth of this admirable 
River of the Am azones,  ̂ but alfo ot other 
coriofities, the knowledge whereof will be­
get him nolefs advantages,*, we will come 
back to the Province or Ktxoy the firit ot 
them all, and the moil renowned, by the 
glory of the Amazones rife, and.ot the plâ e 
wherein his navigation becomes like unto 
that ot the Ocean- Sea, as alfo hath been de-. 
cliued in the feventh Chapter. It is 
fertie in gold and all other things, being of 
theKingdome of Pe;"«; and a Goyerntnent 
of the Province of K jto ,  , It was difcovered 
by the Spaniards, that vpafled over the 

on the,Weftfide, A m o i 6a ô, which
was

I ’H
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t  was fcven years after the snd the
. Almagres trom the Panama fit ft approached 
\ to the fide of P̂ riij M d  in  fine conquered fo 
[ great a Kingdom» In this Government of 

are the Towns of the Capitall
! of J v i U j m d  of ArchiJonay little Colonies 

oiùxt Spaniards and fiindry other placeŝ  
Goffanê  Pa'jaminOi and Anetê  fometimes 

' thé abode. of Captain fohne àe Palacios 5 
who puihing further in than otherŝ  out of 
an ambition to make further conqueft, and 
from his zeal for Religion, feated hirnfelr 
and his Souldiers in this remote habitation̂  
on the great River of the Amaiones % but 
in the end was killed by the Savages his ene­
mies. And fo this place of Anete was left 
by the Spaniardsy as tpo far off from their 
Colonies, and too much expofed to me 
dangers of fo many warlike Nations, that 
neighbour it. And this is enough of this' 
Province, having alfo difeourfed of it Chap­
ter the feventhj and the fouiteenth, and of 
Anete in the ninth.

\
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H A P X X.

o f  the Pro'vifjce o f  the long-haired, and 
o f  that of the Hgmagues.

A Mongft the principall Provinces,which 
in going down the great River of the 

Am azones, prefent themfelves •, that of the 
long-haired people is not the leaft coniidcra- 
ble, as wellfbritsgreatnefs, as for the va­
lour of its peoples. It is on the North-fide, 
and begins from the River of the Aguariek, 
and being of a good breadtĥ  extends it felf 
in length more than one hundred eighty 
Leagues alway upon the fide of the A m a-  
zone. Its Rivers roll gold, its fields are all 
fertile, and the yearly, inundations make 
Lakes in it in great abundance. This Na­
tion is one of the valianteif in all' America  5 
it hath alwayes refilted all fiillyes of the 
Spaniards, and by the death of fe h n e  de 
Palacios, it put a fudden flop to their bold- 
nefs. As well the men as the women wear 
their hair long even unto their girding- ' 
place •, whence they were prefent.ly called 
x\\&chevelues, ox long-haired'pto'ftt^ great 
nd lair 5 as alfo a River was called, that

runs
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runs through themidft of this Province, and 
loftth himfelf in the great Am azone  5 on 
the mouth of which iorty TortugnaU and 
three hundred Brafilians encamped tor ele­
ven moneths the year 1638, as we (hall de­
clare afterwards. But the greateft and the 
beft ot all the Provinces, that lie coiling on 
the River Am azone, is that of the Berna- 
gues: whofe length is two hundred Leagues, 
and his habitations fo frequent, that fcarce- 
ly one is out of fight, when another appears. 
But its breadth appears not to be great, be- 
caufe it exceeds not the extent of luch arms 
as the Am azone  cafts out that way. All 
the Towns and Villages are in great Ilands, 

" and in great number : and the bcgitlhing of 
‘ this long Province on the Weft fide is a- 

bout three hundred feventeen Leagues from 
the fources of the great Am azone. Almoft 
in the midft ofit is the greateft and beft ha­
bitation of t h e w h e r e o f  we have 
fpoken in the ninth Chapter 5 as alfo of a- 
nother mighty habitation, confiding of an 
infinitie of houfes after their faihion, feated 

 ̂ in an advantageous place s filled with the 
valianteft men and beft Warriors, and.fur- 
niihed with all forts of Arms and Munition 
of Warre 5 and that becaufe, this j place,

E 3 being
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being the laft of all the Province on the Eaft 
fide, it is Frontier to many warlike peo­
ples, againft whom the H m agues fight of­
ten, and almoft without ceafing. This 
■ Nation is the raoft reafonable, and the beft. 
governed of all others of this difeovery  ̂and 
that by the benefit of fuch amongft them, 
as have frequented the K ix e i of Peru, from 
whence they were chafed through fear of the 
Spaniards, that ufed them as ilaves. They 
are all honeftly clothed as well men as wo­
men 5 who make not only clothing for 
themfelves of Cotton, which they have 
there in abundance*, but alfo to traffique 
with in other Countries, where their work- 
manihî s are fought after for their finenefs 
and delicacy. Thefe Stuffs are very plea- 
fant, woven ofdiverfe colours,or elle paint­
ed with great skill. They are fo iubjedl 
and obedient to their Caciques, or Lords, 
that they prefently do any thing upon a 
word fpeaking. They have all their heads 
flat out of a contrivance and art they ufe for 
it when they are born. They have conti- 
nuall Warres on both fides of the River 

, with the Savages, who on the South fide are 
the Curines, fo numerous, that they not 
i)nly defend themfelves from the lloma^

£ues.
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.« « ,  but alfo from other Nations, that are 
further from them, yet fight with t h ^  
daily. And on the North fide are the T i- . 
cnnes, no lefs valiant and numerous than 
the Carinesy feeing as they, they make al­
fo W arres upon other Nations, that are tur-
ther off from them, than the Homagttes.

I

 ̂ C  H A P* X X I*

o f the condition of jlaves *, and of neigh- 
bouring Nations*

A l X t h t  Indians o (  th e  gt^at Realm of
the Amazone ( as we have faid el e-

where) are ferved only 
the only penalty of the vanquiftied prifoner, 
is all brought to this fad debt tow ar^ the 

' vidforious enemy, that took him in W aire. 
But the are fo generous ^^o^ards,
fuch as have been overcome, more by an 
evil fortune, or over-ruling power from 
heaven, than by any feeblenefs that was
themfelves, that they
ly, make them fometimes eat with them
felves, and never fufter ô be fold t o
who will give moli. ^This were
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offend them, but to demand fuch things of 
them 5 as the Portuguais often had' experi­
ence, who coming down the great River
Anno \.6i 9̂  arrived on® day amongft others
at an habitation of thefe Hemagues: whq 
received them in peace, and with great joy 
and very liberally prefented them with any 
thing they flood in need of. They fold 
them Stuffesy alfo Canoes or Boats, that 
were very light; but never any flaves, not 
enduring fo much as to hear of it. Whence 
It follows, that thefe peoples repleniihed 
with fo much fweetnefs and modefly, would 
.eafily enough receive the rule of a moderate 
Piince, and the knowledge of the true Re- 
>igion.  ̂But that we may lightly pais over 
the Nations that are on the one fide, and 
p e  other of the Province of Homague  ̂ we 
Ihall only fay, that t® the North of the great 
River of the AmazoneSy the Torunes, and 
the Paryanes, and then the Atoyes, and the 
Cunes ; and finally the Hemaguazietes (that 
xs, the true Homagnes, the valiantefl of 
thele Nations, and as it were the fuperiours 
to the others) dwell alongfl the vafl fields 
of both the banks of Putumaya, all along up 
towards its fource. So for the South fide 
of the Province of Homague, the Tipnpes,

. and
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and the Guanares, and then the Ozeanest 
and the Nahones 5 and after them the C a -  
m m anes and the M arianes, poifefle the large 
{legions between the Maragnon and the 
Am arnm aya, from the' mouth of the Tetan  
to the Source of the fame. Butallthefe 
Nations are fovalourous, efpecially thofe 
that are furtheft oft, and that are at the be> 
ginning of the River Putumaya^ that often­
times the Sfaniards of the Province of Ky^ 
to , and of Popayan, have been repulfed by 
them through force of Armes,

\ ’ 
I

C h a p ; XXI I .

o f  the P rovince o f  Corofirare, and o f  the 
Neighbouring Nations-

BEtween the end of the Province of Ho^ 
mague, and the beginning of that of 

Corofirare, the two bankes of the great 
River of the A m azones are polTeilcd for 
fifty three leagues fpace by the Cacygares 
and Tucuries on the South-fide, and in part 
on the Am arum aya', and on the North- 
fide, by the C u t is ,  and the Guayrabes. 
The Habitations of all which Peoples are 

' remote

- 1
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remote from the fides of the River, for 
fe3r of the Hontagues» But the Nation 
Corofirare, that dwell to the South of the 

V great A m a z o n e , begins at The TiSage o f  
G old, and ends not till after eighty leagues 
in length down the great River.Its Grounds 
and Fields are higher than ordinary •, and 
the Habitations of this Province are fo fre­
quent, that oftentimes for four leagues to­
gether, and fometimes for fix, one can fee 
nothing elfe. This people, though Sa­
vage, yet wants neither policy, nor good 
condud of their affairs j all their Houfes 

' are .well ordered,, and repleniihed with all 
fort s of Vivers, and Commodities, l They 
have many Kills or Furnaces, and make all 
fort of Earthen Vfffels, which they fell 
and traffique by with other Nations *, but 
all by way of Exchange, as all other In d i­
ans do. As to that Habitation of this 
Countrey, which the Portuguais, while 
they went up the great River, an. One 
thoufand fix hundred thirty eight, called 
T h e V illa g e o f  G old, (whereof we fpake 
alio in the ninth Chapter) it was by occafion 
of a pair of Ear-pendants of fine gold, which 
they took there from a woman : which 
were fo- fine, that the gold was found of

one
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one and twenty carads in the Town of K y- 
to , aiter their arrivall there. But fo foon 
as thefe Natives ot this Village perceived 
the grecdinefie of the Souldiets after or­
naments of gold, they prefently thereafter 
hid all that they had, and no more was feen 
after that *, no not at the return of the fame 
Rertuguais in an One thoufand fix hundred 
thirty nine, who could never obtaine 
but one pair of thefe Ear-pendants by ex-, 
change with the In d ia n s , which Father 
Z>’ Acogna himfelf bought, to let them be 
feen in Spain. But the great Nation of the 
Suanes, which extends it felf to the great 
C aketa, fills all the Fields that are on the 
other banke of the North of the great A -  
maz.one r but with this remarke, that their 
Plaines are a great deal lower, than the op- 
pofite Grounds and Fields of the Corojira- 
res •, in whofe Province are the Mouthes of 
the great and fair Rivers of Tapy and Catua 5 
this laft forming and faihioning L a g e-verd e, 
with the great A m a zon e. And alongft 
thefe two Rivers,as one goes up them,dwels 
the great Nation of the ia e m n e s .

C h a p .
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o f  the G old-M ine o f  the Suanes, and o f  the 
N eighbouring N ations.

T He great Province of Suane heretofore 
mentioned , hath this fingular glory 

amongft all the others, that are honoured 
by the great River ot the Amazones, to 
carry Gold within her bowels. The fa­
mous Mountain that nouriiheth in his bo- 
fome fo great a treafure, hath about two 
degrees of South latitude, and three hun­
dred feventeen degrees of longitude. It is 
two hundred leagues only diftant from the 
Town of S' Thomasy a Colony of the Spa­
niards in Orenocy and fourty leagues from 
the Atlantique Sea. And the precious Ri­
ver of Gold , ( for fo the Natives of the 
Countrey call i t ) which waters its foot, 
draws abundance of this rich Mettall with 
him, in form of graines of Corn, and lit-' 
tie bigger billetts. It preiently disburdens 
itsTelf into the Topura, another confider- 
able Riverj which likewife loofeth himfelf 
into the great River of the Am aiones, on 
the North-fide, at three degrees of South

latitude

i i n m
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latitude, and five hundred eighty four 
leagues, from the Sources of the great Ri­
ver. Whence it follows that the com­
merce fo advantageous of the great J m a -  
zone with this famous Mountain of Suartet 
is made the more commodious by the Na­
vigation of this River of T ofura , by going 
up him into the River of Gold j and that 
the ages to come will one day make famous 
thefe places with rich Towns and mag­
nifique Inhabitants. For the prefent, a- 
mong all the Peoples of thefe Countries, 
the M anagues are thofe, that traffique with 
this Gold, the weight whereof, and its 
finenelfe makes it fo perfedt, that it is the 
moft excellent of all A m erica. The In d i­
ans that buy of it, by exchange of other 
things fork, make of it little long Plates, 
which they hang at their Nofes, and Ears: 
and this rich Ornament is ordinary and fre­
quent in all thefe Provinces, according to 
the report of the Savages. But the Nati­
ons (befidesthe Su a n es) that are neareft 
to the treafures of this rich Mountain, are 

■ t\\e Agnaynes, xh t MoenneSt the chief of all 
fuch as dwell to the Eait of the Suanes^ and 
cultivate the fertile Fields, that are watered 
by both the Channells of the A raganatfde.

Now



r- ri ■■

h )i' :

«,!■  f  i
f i  I.

‘iiî/

w à '

! T I j

'F'iV' i' i ' : i  :  H  ^
.' 1.

« >

6 z  À  Geogm phicd ffifiory c f  thé

î«iow ail thé plaines bf thefe fertile Regions  ̂
as well on the North as on the South-fide ot 
the great River of the Amuzoney where the 
Province ot CoTojititre vs are the belt and 
manyeft j and beft difpofed to receive all 
fort of culture, of all America. Bût re­
turning to the Gold-!Vtiné of the Mount of 
Stmnei I wonder that neither t\\e Spaniards 
of HofdaSy and of Berrec, nor the Bnglifla 
of Kemnitsy and of takch have never met 
with it, that have fearched with fo much 
ruine and calamity to the Natives, alongft 
the greatiRiver of Orerioc, the imaginary 
Trealures of the fabulous rather than fa­
mous LagedvradOi

C h a p . X X l V .

mUii

o f  the Pf evince ^/Yoriman.
A

NExt after the Province of Cerefirarey 
as you go dorvn the great Amazene 

on the South-fide, is the Province of Tori- 
beiagbutof fety leagues long, but 

of fuch repute ainotigit the Indians of all 
thefe Countries, byrealoii of theifrength
an̂  valour of its Inhabitants, that the Nu-

vy

'  r. ^
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vy of the Pertuguais themfelves pafling a- 
long did perceive it. They are of a good 
ftature, of a fair body, and well formed-. 
They are expert in all things they take 
themfelves to , efpecially in Armes  ̂ and 
go all naked, as well men, as women. 
They are'alfo fo numerous for multitude, 
that never any faw at one timefo many Bar-̂  
bar tans together. It was an infallible token 
of their great courage, that they went and 
came ( as they did ) amidft the. Armed Vef* 
fels and Ships of Wane of the Pertuguaisi 
to traÉBque with them, with extreme ailu- 
rance of minde. For whileft the Portu- 
guais going up the great A m a zo n e, fail’d 
along by this province, every day there 
came to them above two hundred Candis, 
full of Women and Children, with Fruits, 
Filhes, Meales, and other fuch like Pro- 
vifion, which they changed with the Portu- 
g m is  for axes and k m v e s ,  whereof they 
have great efteem, as all others Indians of 
the new world. The Torimans inhabité 
not only the main Land of this Province  ̂
but fill alfo the great lies that the great • 
Am azone makes by fundry of his Armes 
ftretched forth. The fir ft Village of this 
Warlike Nation, is on the mouth of a

Chri-
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Chriftalline River, vvtiich muft be ftrongy 
and come very tarre confidering the force, 
wherewith he puiheth the deep waters of the
great Am azone. But the notableft of their

/(

Habitations, is the greateft of any that lie on 
the great Am azone  j containing more a 
good deal on the banke of that River, than 
a good league : and in every of its Houfeŝ  
four or five Familcs, and fometimes more j 
whereby cafily may be gathered the great 
number of the Inhabitants of this long 
Town, whereof we fpake alfo in the ninth 
Chapter of this Bookj Itwas inthis placej 
fo abounding with all things, that the Fleet 
of the Portugaais ftay’d five or fix dales 
at its return, after it had gone up the River 
of the Amazones before with good fuc- 
celle, as lhall be afterwards related. Not 
one of fo numerous a people fled from his 
Houfe for fear of their arrivall; but the 
whole Fleet got freely from them, all that 
they flood in need of; and becaufe the Na­
vy was near an end of all its Provifions, 
it got from their bountv five hundred Sacks 
of the Meale of Manâioqua, which lufficed 
it for thé whole reft of its Voyage. The 
other Habitations alfo of this happy Pro­
vince of Toriman, are not much inferiour

; . i »

to

'U
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to the former *, they are all along very fre­
quent on the firm land  ̂ but yet both 
mightier and more numerous in a great I- 
land about thirty leagues lower where it 
fcemes the principal! Forces are of this 
generous Nation i generous I fay, both for 
its valour, liberality, and numeroufneÎTe of 
men, that inhabité it.

C h a p . X X V *
N I

o f  the Province o f  Surina, and the Neigh­
bouring Nations.

Ut to go from the Province of Tori- 
many to that of Surina, we muil in 

our pafl'age vifit the Nation of the Cufigua- 
r e s , that labour the fertile Plaines litu- 
ated on the South-banke of the Am azone 5 
which in this place receives the plentiful! 
waters of that great River, that gives its 
own name to this pleafant Province.’ 
This renowned River of Cufiguare, both 
for the eafincil'e of its Navigation (though 
fomewhat hindered now and then by Rocks 
appearing in it here and there ) and for the 
happinciïc of its-Fiiliing, no lefle ab'ound-

F ing
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ing here, than elfewhere, will be no leffe 
conliderable for the high ftature and the 
great courage of his Nation oi the Motit- 
atics, that cover the firft Plainc, that he 
waters, who by teftimony of the Indianst 
that report it, ufe alfo long Plates of fine 

' G o l d f o r  Bare and Nofe—Pendants 5 
whence it would feem, that they are not 
farre from the rich Province of the Tlata, 
and of Potefy, becaufe even to tnvell up 
to their Countrey,it takes full two moneths 
time» But upon the fame River, and be­
tween the aforefaid two Nations, the C u-  
rians, and the Catofes, enjoy likewife the 
happy fruitfulneile of fo many good 
Grounds, and fo many pleafant Rivers, 
that on all fides enter into their principal! 
River. Now, as the Province of H om a- 
gue is celebrated amongft all thofc of the 
great Am azone, for its fineworks of Stufles 
and Cloathes of Cotton of fo great varie­
ty 5 and the Province of Corofirare for their 
excellent Pottery of Veflels of Earth fo 
artificially Painted, and falhioned: fo the 

 ̂ Province of imWiswo leffe commendable 
for a delicate houfhold-flujfe, or Utenfiles of 
a marvellous fine artifice. It is on the 
South of the great River, and to the Baft

of
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of the Cufiguares : its Peoples being th e 
Surines, and the Coripanes, Nations th at 
are thé moft curious and expert of working 
in Wood, of any in all Am erica. They 
make Scares and Formes in the fafliion of 
Animals, yet fo fine and commodious for 
the eafe of the bpdy, ̂  that nothing can be’ 
added, to their jiiduftry. They make alfo 
Javelots and Arrows, with fo much gen- 
tilcnefl'e arid elegancy, that all other Nati­
ons feek after them. And the like Images,' 
tiiat they make to the life are fo perfed- 
ly done in all points,. tĥ t our beft Ingravers ' 
and Carvers,could find no other occafion but 
tjo learn from.them : fo that by exchange of 
fo many fingular vyorkmanihips of fo fundry. 
forts,' they daily make their lives more hap­
py by all. neceflhry Commodities, ' whick 
on ̂ ll fides come unto them from this rich' 
tbffique.

li
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of thé Province o f  Caribane,

I ■ /

Or as much as the dlftances of all thefe 
Rivers and Provinces, are juft enough 

fet down in the ninth Chapter of this 
Book 5 we fliall fay only of this Province 
of C a rih m e, that it lies between tlie R io -  
negro and the great J m a zo n e  in extent of 
more than an hundred leagues on the banks 
of either of them. Its Fields and Plaines 
are higher than that they areiubjedf to the 
Overflowings of thefe Rivers, or of an e- 
quall height unto them  ̂ yet fertile and a- 
bundant in all things. The River of Ba- 
htirurA, which enters into that of\̂ the A n ti-  
zones on the North-fide, makes here Lakes 
and llands very pleafant: and the divers 
Nations of this great Province, arenorefle 
confiderable for the plenteoufnefle and fer­
tility of their Countrey, than for the hap- 

condition of their life. Of thefe, the 
iragum anes, and the M arigaanes, are the 

molt Wefterly, andlyeagainft thebankes 
o i  xhtjerim any  already mentioned. The 
PogenneSf and the Carig ir .es  are on the

B iju rura ,
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BafttrurA. The Comartares poiTeiTe that 
point which the two Rivers, forme at their 
meeting. The Tuynm anes, and the Ce- 
vtArurUnes are on the fide of Rio-negro 5 
and the others leife renown’d polieil'e th» 
Lands that arefurtheft off froni the Jma- 
zone. All thefe Peoples are .valiant,'and 
life skilfully the Bow and Arrow. They 
had from the year One thoufand fix hun­
dred thirty eight, Knives, and Axes, and 
other Inftruments of Iron, after the faihion 
of Europe •, which they gave oiit to have 
bought from Indians their Neighbours, 
that were nearer than they to the Sea; and 
thefe again from certain perfon^'thar 
were white of countenance, and dloathed 
like the Portuguais, and armed with Sword 
and Musket,'"that dwelt upon the' A tU n -  
tique Sea : which have been without doubt, 
either Hollanders , or Engliili, who hav  ̂
both failed into the Orenec, and dwelt for 
fome time in the Coafts of Guyana \ but 
were at length hoftilely chafed from thence, 
by the Savages ; as alio all the French wei c 
an. One thoufand fix hundred four, 

'from the He of Cayene in the main Land, 
and on the fame fide ot the Sea of the 
North i which is not above two hundred

V  3 leagues



r i t  ■ I, I
? l I 

. l - . i ! ' '  I 
■ Il ; ••I-,- !'

i  :.i

. /‘ i i i . 'i

JO A  ̂ Geograf htcal B i ß  orj o f  f he

leagues at the moft from' jRie-ttegro, but 
reckoning in a ftrèight line, ana by tBé 
ihorteft diftance. But bccaufe nature hath 
not offered in all the Realtn of the great
Afttazone, a more favourable fituation than
on the point of the Commares, for fetling 
of a Colony of the moft confiderable ones 
of any in the world, and vvhich cannot fail 
one day to be the Seat of an Empire moft 
- ouriihinĝ  and of great richeiïè in Trade* 
we ihall therewith finiili this Chapter in 
telling you. That the Land of it is right 
upon the bankes of thefe two great Rivers 5 
fnat It is alfo mounted above the height of 
ordinary inundations; that the furfaccof it 
IS plain,-fweer, and not ftrubby : that the 
Neighbouring-Fields abound in graines for 
necelîâry Provifions, and in good pafturaoe 
for nouriihing of Cattle: that Qiiarriesof 
an excellent Stone for Building, and cafie 
to be eut and hewn,are as near it as Woods, 
f  ̂ marvellous greatneflê and
lieighr, for the conveniency of Buildings 
and Houfes: that the diftance of the great 
A m azone  ifom thé Rio-negro, is not fo
gieat, but the fortifications may conveni­
ently and regularly be drawn along on the 
Land-iide,and that the Fouffies of thefe for­

tifications.
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I tifications, and this wall being well ordered, may eafily be made de«p enough, and 
Ji themfelves fill’d by the debordments of the 1C one, or of the other River, at, pleafure.

C h a p . X X V I I .
• I

i o f  Rio-ncgro, and o f  the Province, o f  
Camfuara.

I following the North-fide of the great 
; River of the J m a zo n e s , Rio-negro in­

co n tin en t prefents its felf next after the 
Province of Carihane. His bredth and 
depth give him the prerogative to be 
thought the faireft and mightieft River of all 
that enter into the great Jtn a zo n e  5 whofc 
mouth being wide a great league and an 
half, hath four degrees of South latitude, 
and three hundred twenty two degrees, and 
twenty minutes of longitude, and (even 
hundred eighty eight leagues of diftance 
from the Sources of the great A m azon e. 
The Am azones courfe is here towards the 
ÍNjorth-eaft  ̂ and that of Rio-ntgro right 
Fail, where he enters into the other with 
fuch grandure and majefty, thathekeefs

F  4 his
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his waters diftinit and feparate from the 0- 
thers, and keeps half of the whole channell 
tohimfelffor thefpace of twelve leagues, 
before the great River' ( though here all u- 
nited into one great bed, to receive him ) 
can overcome the diftindnelfe of his wa­
ters, with all the force that he hath. The 
Spaniards firft, and aftet them the Portu- 
g a ll ’s , call’d it R io-n eg ro , becaufe at his 
‘mouth, as often alfo in his channell, his 
waters appear very black, becaufe indeed 
they are very clear, and without any colour, 
but very deep. The Natives alfo name it 
for the fame reafon Cori^uacure, that is, the 
R laok R iv e r . But as Rio-negro is the great 
Caketa of the fixteenth Chapter of our 
Book 5 we (hall fiy no more of it here, 
nor ftay again upon the obfeurities of Father 
7>’ Acogna, which we have there briefly un­
folded % but paile on to the recitall of the 
Nations that inhabite its bankes, and tell 
you. That the Province of Camfitare is the 
fuff that prefents its felf, having on its 
South Rio-negro-, on its Eaft the great A -  
mazoneg, and on its North, the great Pro­
vince of Guyane. All the Plaines of thefe 
Countries are mounted like thofe of Cart- 
bana, and not fubjed to the ordinary over­

flowings,w J
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flowings, covered with infinite Peoples, 
and aboundant in all things, efpecially of 
Trees of a prodigious height and thicknefle. 
But amongft the rich Nations of this fertile 
Province of Camfuare > thofe of the A -̂ 
guares, of the Agaypes , of the ^ a m n es , 
and of the Carupatabes, are not the leaft 
eonfiderable, without relating the Guarana- 
(afanes, which make a Province on the be­
ginning of the River of Orenoc, as becomes 
out of the great Caketa. See the fixteenth 
Chapter to make the knowledge of thefe 
things leife confufed and imperfeil, than 
they are in Hittorians and Geographers , 
who treat of them either toodiffufedly in 
great Books, or too lightly in little Tra-' 
(Sates, feeing alfo it becomes daily more 
certain by new and reiterated experiences.

C h a p . XXVUI.
/

o f  the P ro v in ce o f  Cayane, and o f  the N a -  
tions Neighbouring.

BUt going now to the South-fide of the 
great River of the Amatjones again, 

we fliall find to the Eaft, and following that
of
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of S u rim t the Province of through 
which the great and long River of the U n ­
der a paiTetĥ  and renders it fdf into the 
great A m a zo n e. And bccaafe this River 
of the U adera  ( which was ib called by the 
Spaniards, becaufe of the great number c£  
Trees, which it drew alongft with it into 
its mouth) is one of the principall Rivers 
of A m erica , you ihall find the diftances and 
meafures, and other circumftances that 
concern it, in the tenth and eighteenth 
Chapters of this Book. Now, the Nati­
ons, that Province great enough, contains 
vyithin its extent, whether lying alongft the 
great A m a zo n e, or in going up the great 
River of the M adera, which the Natives 
call alfo Cayane  ̂ are no leCfe happy for the 
fertility of their fair Fields, and pleafant 
Rivulets, than other Peoples of all thefe 
fertile Countries are. They are of no leffe 
courage for Warre, nor lefte expert in' 
Fights and handling of Armes they have 
alfo the like induftry in their handy-works, 
that ferve to make their happinelle of life 
the more accomplithed, by the exchange of 
them with fuch commodities as they ftand 
in need of ̂  and they keep likewife in their 
conduut and Government of affairs. Laws

and

1
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and Cuilomes like unto thofe, that all o- 
ther Provinces of the Realm pf the A m a- 
^onedo. But of all thefe infinite Peoples, 
that cover fomany coniidcrable Plaines and 
Fields, the Cayanes, and the Anam ares are 
tne moft renovvn’d 5 and next to thefe, the 
Curares, and the G uarim m es j and after 
them, the Abacares, and the O ragunagues; 
and laftly the Sabucares, and the U rubingm s  
in going down tlic great Am az.o»e, which 
yet are the moft eftecm’d for their curious 
nnenefleof working and making houfe U- 
tenfiles. But the remotcft of all in going 
down the great A m a zo n e, and amongft thefe 
the beft known are the M araques, and the 
Oregates, and towards the South, the C u a -  
ranaques, and others without number,which 
undoubtedly border upon the great Lake of 
Xaraya, oat of which all Geographers, that 
give us the Cartes of A m erica, make a con- 
fiderable River to come forth, which they 
bring to that of the great A m azoues j where­
of they ought to abftain to fpeak too hardi­
ly, untill by certain experience the truth of 
sheir firft thoughts be better aflured.

C h  A f .
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o f  the l ie  o f  the Topmambes.'

SBeing the lie of 'T op m m bes is in this 
place of the River of the A m A - 

x,ones% and that it is the greateft of all 
its lies, the moil renowned Province of any 
that it waters 5 we fliall fay firft, that it is 
of more than fixty leagues of length 5 and 
that 'it is ib fituated in the great A m a zo n e, 
that it comes nearer to his South-fide, than' 
to his North, and that all the diftances and 
meafures, that concern it, are in the tenth 
Chapter of this Book. Secondly, we fliall 
fay that it is admirable in fertility of its 
Grounds-, in the beauty of its bankes, in 
the multitude of its Habitations, whereof 
the moft mighty is in the Ealtmoft point of 
it, and hath three degrees of South lati­
tude. Finally, we fliall fay, that once it 
was inhabited by its Natives, and originall 
Indians, but that the T efinam bes coniing 
upon them, chafed them from it after 
fundry Battells, and poifeft themfelves of 
it with fo much glory and reputation for 
themfelves, that the terrour of their names

. did



great R iv e t  o f  the Amazones. 77
did reach to the neighbouring Nations. 
Now thefe T ofinam bes before had inhabited 

, the South coafts of B raftle, where not be­
ing able to endure the hard entreaty of the 
Tortugalls towards them, after that they 
had come upon them 5 they renounced 
their dear Countrey, and voluntarily a- 
bandoned with great refolution more than 
eighty of their great Bourgades. So they 
marched in infiirite multitudes of men, wo­
men, and children, ftreight towards the 
Weft, and under the fame parallell. They 
crofted by fwimming the great Rivers of 
Farancy and of the Plata> and leaving on 
their left hand the Province of Tucum an, 
they in end took up their lodgings on 
the beginnings of the great River Made-- 
ra. . But it befalling one of thefe Tops- 
»amhes fome while after to kill a Cow of 
a Spaniard  on' the frontier of Fern , for 
which he was rudely chaftifed*, the fame fear 
that carried them too lightly to leave their 
ancient abode, made them all to diftodge 
prefently from this new one. And to the 
end to put themfelves farrc enough from 
all the Provinces of any neighbourhood 
with Peru pofl’eft by the Spaniards -, and 
and to make their V©yagc or removall

with
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with leffe inconvenience, and the more jdi' 
ligence and circumfpedtion, they embar 
qued themfelv̂ es in C a n o h , which they 
had ready in great nomber, and fo fufFered 
themfelves to' go at a'dventuire down the 
ftream of Maderd j and after fiindry 
Moneths navigation, found themfelves ar­
rived in the great A m azene, ■ and To laft- 
ly onthe bankes of this He of to fin a m b e,' 
which they poiicif by Armes, as hath' 
been faid. Now this Warlike and va­
liant Nation entertain’d very courteoufly. 
the Portugalls at their palling them, and 
received very pleafantly their propofalls' 
that they made, of a mntuall Covenant 
and Alliance. Which alone might fuf- 
fice for the conqueft of the whole Realm 
of the A rm zone,' feeing all ply to the on­
ly name of the Tepnam bes,

m  i

CHiAP,
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C  H A P« X X X.

o f  the Bofphore o f  the Amazone, and o f  
the Neighbouring N ationi to it .

Following the courfe of the great J m i -  
zone, you ihall find about fifty four 

leagues from the T ofimmbes, the Boß here 
©f the Amazone, whereby a marvellous' 
effeif of the naturall difpofitiou of the 
ground of thefe Countries, all the waters of 
the great River of the Amazones, and of 
all the others, that we have deferibed, re­
duce themfelves by a fweet violence to the 
neceffity of paffing in one only channel! fo 
flrait, that it is no more than one good 
quarter of a league. But of this famous 
Boßhore, and all that concerns it, fee the 
tenth and thirteenth Chapters of this Book 5 
that we may pafl’e without hinderance, to 
the Province of Mataya, which lies on the- 
South-fide of the great River, from the 
Province of Cayane before-mentioned, un­
to the Boßhore of the great Amazone. The 
Inhabitants whereof being often beaten by 
the Tofinambes, have at laft fubmitted to . 
their yoake, and are now their Tributaries ?

being
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being bound yearly to furniili them with 
Stone-axfs, to fell their Woods, and great 
Trees 5 and with’other ufefull Inftruments ' 
of the iame matter for labouring and manu­
ring of the Ground 5 wherein the Topinam- 

, bes are marvellous expert and diligent, as 
appears in all their plaines and charapain 

' Grounds. But on the other North-banke 
of the great Am azoncj the Province of A~ 
pant A prefents it fe!f, happy enough in all 
things. It hath for its confines on the Weft 
the Province of Camfuare 5 on the Eaft it 
pafleth the Bojphore and on the North its 
frontiers on the famous Region of the A -  
mazenes  ̂ which I pafs over as well as other •' 
doubtfull reports, which the Spaniards and 
Tortugalls have heard of it, as they palled 
along the great River. The Inhabitants of 
this Province, next Neighbours to the 
Topinamhes, trade in Salt with them, and 
other Nations, that are f arther from them y 
and Salt is not found but in this place, all
alongft the vvhole courfe of the great A -
mazone. As to the Apantes, and Conuresi 
they labour their fair Fields, that are wa­
tered by the Coruris, which enters prefent- 
ly into the great River, according to the 
tenth Chapter of this Book 5 as alfo the

Orisc'
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brixam ine, a River iio leffe coniiderable 
of the fame North-fide and near to the 
Btjphore. They have this fingular, amohgft 
all the Peoples of that Countrey, that their 
lanMage is the common language of all 
Braßte; though they be diltant from it three 
hundred leagues. But it may beThat the 
Tofinambes, in keeping their own, ( whicfi 
was this) have alfo communicated it to 
this neighbourhood. Finally, the beft 
counfell that one can give on this behalf to 
a Prince,’ or Repuoliqae in the progrefle of 
this conquell,' is to  ksep  the Bdfphore in his 
poiTeflion, and the Topiaambes in amity
and confederacy with him.

C h a p . X X X I .

o f  the Province and R iver o f

PReiently after that the Amazonc is' 
come forth Of the famous Befphore; 

il he betakes' himfelf to his adcuftomed broad - 
jnelleagain, and begins to' mingle the boil- 
•ings of his waters, with the floods of tlie'
high-fea, Thefirfl: Province that he vifits' 
!6n: his South-fide, hikes its name troih the

G f
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great and broad River of thtTapayfe-, and 
rsnolefle coniiderablc for the abundance of 
his Fruités and Crops, than for the coura- 

■ gious ISation, that inhabits it: the which 
is fo much the more redoubted to its 
Neighbours, as that it addes to its valour 
an art of empoyfoning their Arrows. But 
the Source of this fair and fertile River is 
unknown to us as yet -, and yet itsgreat- 
nefle makes it appear, and perfwades us, 
that is it very remote on the South- fide,be­
tween the çoait of Brafile, and the great 
Lake of Xaraya, About the year One 
thoufand fix hundred thirty , the Engliili 
went up his broad chaiinell with one Ship, 
and coming down dûs bankes again, flayed 
there fome time to low, and gather Tobac­
co -, but being chafed from thence with 
fome lofle by the Indians, they went away 
without retu'rning. Amongfl the Habita­
tions of this Province, the Portugalls found 
one in it, at their return down the great 
River, of more than one thouland five 
hundred Families -, wherein they were fo 
favourably received by this Nation, how- 
ev̂ er ocherwife both hardy and barbaious, 
as hath already been faid, that all the day
long they ceafed not to go and fell them 

°  Meale,
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Meale, Poullets, Fiili, Fruités, and other 
neceflaries : and all with fuch confidence, 
that the very women and children never 
fear’d at their Navy. And yet not con-, 
tent with thefe good Offices ( as it is the 
nature of valiant people, to be alwaies ge-. 
herous too ) they offered moreover to all 
the PortHgalls there , if they would but 
leave their own Countrey, and come and 
live with them, to ferve them in peace, and 
with a good will, and nouriih them all their 
life-time. As to the meafures anddiftan- 
ces of the deep and broad mouth of the 

■ River of Tapayfe,^ you may find them in 
the tenth Chapter of this Book: and its 
length' cannot well be thought lelTe, than 
from three towards four .hundred leagues 
whence will follow, that he muft receive 
many others info his bed, to become fo 
great and broad as he is : and that the Pro­
vinces and Nations neighbouring upon him, 
liiuft Be very many,abundant,and fertile.

C hap
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o f  the rich m d  great Province o f  Coropa’.

BUt following of the River of the A -  
.. . mazoneiy and on the North-fidCj yott 

finde after the Province of Apanta» that of 
Coropa, which extends its limits to the 
River of Genipapa, the month oi which is 
an hundred fourty leagues from the Bofphere, 
according to the tenth Chapter of this 
Book, which fets down all the reft of its 
meafure alfo. This Province hath the 
name from the KWet-oH Coropatuhê y be- 
caufe the name of Tithe in America lan­
guage, fignifies nothing elfe but a R iver. 
The Province is almoft in the midft of the

A

Rivers length and a Village of the fame 
name is upon its entry into the great Am a- 
zone-y which is in peace, and under the o- 
beifancc of the Portugalis of the Kingdom 
of Brafile. But this River is not fo abun­
dant in its waters, as in its richelPe, if the 
Natives abufe not themfelves in alluring us 
of tour marvellous Mountaines, that make 
it conliderable, by thenearnefl'eof the pre­
cious Mines, that they contain in them­

felves. ’



River of the Arn̂ ZQues.
£elves. The firft is chao contain-
cth Gold s the fécond, Fico>;e, that oiFeretb 
Silver i the third prefents Sulphure^the 
fourth is Faragache, which fo ihines by 
Sunne and Moon-light, that it feemes to 
be wrought as with enammell, with fundry 
forts of precious Stones. All thefe rich 
Mountains are under the line, and about an 
hundred leagues only from Cayetse, where 
the FretuhhtLve had. Colonies. But the 
commerce of them will be more opened, 
and more commodious, by the navigation 
of the River of Coropa, bccaufe about fix 
daies journeys from the fame Village, that 
carryes its name, Coropa receives another 
little River coming from the Mount 
Tagttare, that brings with it abundance of 
Gold, in forme ,ot graines and billetts. 
And as for affurances of the Mine of Silver 
of the Mountain of Piccra, they may be 
found from the confequence of the relations 
of the fame Savages ; who give out with 
one voice. That they have often drawn out 
white Mettall of that Mountain, whereof 
they once made Axes, and Knives5 but 
thatbecaufe of its foftnefl'e, they left it off, 
as unprofitable, and of no ufe. But in the 
fame Province of Cerofa, oh the North-
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bank of thé great River, and fik feagues before you come to that o i  G enipape, is the port of th t'D '-J lien o , where thirty Portu- 
gaÜs are ordinarily in Garrifon, under a 'Captain,'that commands and governs all thofe Neighbouring Countries, without a- ny fet bounds to their extent.
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o f  the great Mouth o f  the great R iver o f  the Amazones. '

THe great River of ù\ç Jm aiones, the 
relations whereof cannot equall the 

!f«rvells of its magnificence, is no lefle ad- 
mirable in the greatneife of his Mouth, than 

■ in all ochet things, that lilt, it up to fornuch 
glory.' He begins to open himfclf below 
the River of C enipupi, and becoming al- 
waies broader, he incompalleth Hands with­
out number, infinite Nations, and Peoples 
that fpeak fundry languages 5 though the 
common language of Brafde extend it felf 
alfo to all thefe. But the moft remarkeable 
a mongil others are the Tapuya, the A a n x-  
aiafe, ih è  'MayànaJe, ÛiQ Angajhe, and that 

' • • ' ' ' , of
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’ great River o f  the Amazones.
of the valiant Paenches 5 which inhabité 
alfo the bankes of a River of the fame 
name, which comes from the South-fide 
into that of the Amazones, All thefe lies 
are wonderfull in the fertility of their Fields, 
in the fruitfull plenty of their Fiflies *, in 
the beauty of their bankes, which are 
crowned with a continuall greenneffe. But 
the River of Pacach, confiderable enough 
for its broadneffe, but yet of anoriginall 
or Source unknown to us, bounds to the 
Eaft the Province of Paranayha, which 
comes alter that of Taf>ayje hereafter men­
tioned, The great and fair River of Para- 
ttayha gives it its name  ̂ whofe Sources are 
farre removed towards the South  ̂ and the 
Nations that it waters in pafling.fo many 
Fields, are not as yet well known. His 
Mouth is two leagues wide, and the Ha­
bitations of this Neighbourhood obey the 
PortKgalls, who govern them And as to 
the diftance and raeafures of all thofe re- 
markeable places, you fliall finde them in 
the tenth Chapter of this Book  ̂ as al­
fo the greateit bredth of this wondrous 
Mouth of the Amazone , to wit, eighty 
four leagues lying from the Cape of t̂he 
North, to the Province of Za^arara%

G 4 which
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which nouvithftanding, becaufe it is in an 
obirque line, is notthequftmeafure of the 
true entry of the great Amaz-ene. But 
to g^ a truer'knowledge of it-, follow the 
ftreight line from the forefaid Gape of the 
Korth, to the Town of Para on thecoaft 
of Braftle, you will yet finde it fo of 
more than fixty leagues of breadth, not 

'to flay on themif-reckoning®f thefeven- 
reenthBookof fohnLaet, a late flemmifb 
Authour, who teacheth how to finde this 
diftance, from the Eaft point of, the Mouth 
of this great River, to the Well-fide of the. 
fame; drawing yet a more oblique line, 
than that of the Cape of the North, to the 
point of the Zaparara, was. But feeing 
we cite here the tenth Cliapter of this 
Book, you muft not fail to put there the 
diftance of the Genipapa from C&rupa, of 
thirty leagues, to mend the fault of the 
Printers, ,'becaiife of the importance of all 
thefc meafurcs. ' '

C h a p .
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o f  the great Frtvinee o f  Guyana.

SEeing the Province o icu fa n a  ends the 
great River ot the Jm azones on his 

Norphfide-, and Geographers have gained 
ho great knowledge of it as yet •, we fliall 
fpeakof it in manner followitig. On the 
Eaft it hath tor its limit the great mouth of 
the Amazone> from the River of GenifaPa 
to C a f-n erth : on the North, it is waftied 
with the great AtlaHtique-Scz^ for the fpace 
of three hundred Leagues, from Cap-north^ 
to the He of the T r in ity : and on the Weft, 
the great River of the Ortnoc ferves for its 
confines: but oa the South it is kept in by a 
ridge of Mountains parallel to the Sea-coaft, ‘ 
which feparate it from the Provinces of 
C a m fm re,of Apanta, and of Corepa, already 
mentioned. Now,thefe Mountains ( though 
not yet known) are not imaginary, but 
reall and effeftive according to the natural! 
difpofition of all thefe Countries? feeing 
the Rivers of ?'iapoc0, of Cayeut^ of Maruy^ 
»f, of Sequehe, and other confiderable ones 
o i  Guyana, which run all from the South to

the
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the North, and enter into the Qcean-Sea j 
and thofc other ©f GemfafUy of Cerofatube, 
o'iOriXA'>nineyZR^oiCor»riSy which run all 
from North to South by a contrary courfe 
to the others, and enter into the great A -  
n u s.sn e; have neceflarily their iources in 
thofe Mountains deep and fertile Valleys, 
But returning to that Eaft part of Guyana, 
which buts on the mouth of our famous 
■ River j we will firft tell you, that it begins 
from that of Geni âfa, confiderable enough 
both for the greatnefs of his bed, pd  for' 
the fine gold, that he draws along with him 
in his waters: whence it follows by infalli­
ble conjecture, that the mountains of his 
iburce, and the plains of his neighbourhood, 
are no lefs rich, happy, and fertile, than in 
all the reft o f N o w  the coaft of 
this Province from Genî afa to the Gaf-nord 
(which forms the great mouth of the Am a­
zon ) is very uneven in its bank, and very 
dangerous in its navigation, becaufe 'of 
heights and lowes, that are here fometimes 
found. But thefe difficulties are not in 
coming down the great River, untill after 
you have pafl'ed, and neceflarily taken no­
tice of the place of one of the Go-
vernmentŝ Oi t\\t Port avails on thefe banks,

about
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about twenty eight Leagues from the place, 
where the great River begins to open his 
mouth. But becaufe Cap-w rd  ends the 
North fide of this great River, we fiiall tell 
you again, that it hath one degree and forty 
five minutes of North latitude, according 
to the tenth Chapter of this Book 5 likc- 
wife that the grounds about are very low, 
and covered with woods j the Sea very 
rageing, and not very deep  ̂ the Sands 
moveable, and often covered with Sea- 
ware, or weeds. And as to the reft of 
this coaft, as you go from Cap-nerd to C e-  
rrtpa, fee the Relations of the HoUanderSy 
reported by fd h n e  Laet in his Americdy 
where you may finde the knowledge of it 
little either neceflary, or dcledlable.

X A X X X V -

o f  the Province o f  Maraghon, and e f  the 
Town o f  Para.

A S the Province of Guyana ends the 
North bank and brink of the great 

Am aiene ; fo the Kingdome of Brafile (un­
der the Crown of FertHgall) ends it on

the
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the South ftde, by the Province of U irA g -  
nofty the Northerlieft o f  all its Countries. 
It took; Its name from a River and a Bay of 
the famé name on the cpaft of the A tU ttti- 
fl»f-Sea, where thé Town of St. Lewis, the 
relidence of the Governour, and of juftice, 
is in a very pleafant He. But that fide of 
this Government of MsrAgnen is far longer 
on the great mouth of the great River, than 
on that fide, that accofts the great Ocean ; 
feeing it contains all the bank of the Aim- 
zone tor. the fpace of an hundred Leagues 
from five River of Fauche, to the point of 
Zaparara. Yet in all this length of Lands 
To fertile, and abundant in all things, there 
is but the one only Town of Para, that is 
confiderable. From the year 1615, the 

eftabliilied the Colonie there, and 
built thefortrefs otit, which is afquare of 
Mafon-work on the Land-fide  ̂ and of 
earth or turfe on the Sea-fide. It is com­
manded by a Captain-major, who anfwers 
to the Covernour-Generall of the Province.- 
and under this Captain-major of the Town 
of Para, are other three Captains of Infan­
try, difperfed in diverfe places of that 

. Countrey. It is forty Leagues from the 
North-Sea, and from'the point of Zapara-

ra.
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tAi and thirty Leagues from the great Vil­
lage of C m m u tA , once very flouriihing, but 
now ruinous, on the mouth of the great 
River of jhc Tecantinest a,Nation very 
fertile, and rich. It hath alfo one degree 
and thirty minutes of South latitude, and 
is about fixty five Leagues from Cdf-nordy 
in a right Line, and Geometricall mcafure, 
making twenty Leagues for every degree 
of a great Circle, as wc have done in the 
reft ofthis work. And as to other diftan- 
ces on this South fide of the great Amazone, 
you ihall find them at ihe end of the tenth 
Chapter of this Book •, as alfo thofe of the 
He of the 5«;;, which is by the waterbank 
of the Province of Mara?non, having more 
than ten Leagues in Circuit, one very fafe 
Haven, fiih abundancê  Crabs without 
number, very good freih of fweet waters, 
o ilc jjcrfrey  or as much as they will, 
and a very plcafant air. Finally a place 
much more convenient than that of Para, 
tofet up a Colonic and Forts in,whereby to 
command the beft and fitfeft entry of all 
thofe, which lead from the Sea into the trite 
Channcll of the great River of the Avra-
Z 9>ies.

t 1 AP,
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C h a p . X X X V I .
o f  the 'Entries into the R iver . o f  the A- 

mazones.
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'Uch as are cxerdfcd in the navigations of 
the great Ocean, know nothing more 

dangerous, nor more difficult, than the en­
tries of Ports, of Bayes, and of Rivers. But 
in this, as in other points, the great River 
of the Jmaz,o»es is <no lefs admirable, than' 
iingular. For being framed as it were to 
receive in times coming the greatefl: and 
ficheft commerce of all the world, how, 
could it hinder, that its great mouth (hbuld 
not be defamed by Robbers or Pirates, as' 
well as the Gulph of M exico ? Now the 
fame providence that hath heaped upon it 
more than upon all the Rivers of the earth,' 
fo many marvellous advantages and prero­
gatives •, would not in this either make it 
lefs perfedf ̂  having by a certain and natu- 
rail difpofall and ordering of its lies, Tides, 
and lowes, or flats, reduced its navigation 
into one only Channell, and rendred the 
other paflages as it were unprofitable  ̂ and 
by his impetuous currants ( which cany his

waieis
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waters thirty Leagues into tĥ  Sea) for­
bidden all ftrange Ships, and boftile ene­
mies to reft in thefe places, that, they might 
there furprize any Navy at their going in 
or coming out. But the difficulties hither­
to have been great to find out the true trad ’ 
thatVeflelsoughttoholdin going into the 
great Am uzone, And after having confi- 
dered the diverfe obfervations reported by 
their Authors , SfanU rdSf Engltjh, and 
Flem ijh, fome of them too ihort, and others 
too confufed and obfcure 5 and moft or all 
ot them, uncertain •, we fliall tell you in few 
words, that firft of all, one muft fliun the 
currants in coming down, going afide of 
them unto two degrees of South-latitude 5 
then go up again, by thecoaftol^r/jj/Zf, at 
half a degree latitude of the fame fide of the 
Line •, then double the point of ZaParara, 
and make Sail, or launch to the Southweft  ̂
after that, follow the coaft of the Province 
oiMiiragnon, andpafsthe Channcll of the 
He of the Sun at one degree and a quarter of 
South-latitude, and twenty fix Leagues 
from the full Sea: finally make Sail to the 
Weft, leave the fide of Par at and keep the 
fame latitude, to gain the bankfide of C o­
rnea in the Province of Guyana: and for con-

clufioh.
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dufioni, follow ilill the fame fide, and eft- 
ler at laft into the true Channell of the 
great River of the Afnazones, at two de­
grees of South-latitude, and thirty Leagueŝ  
beyond Corufa» which' is butone degree and 
a half of the fame fide of the Line,

H AP. X X  X V I I ./
/

Ù f  the f r j l  dffcovery o f this R iver.
/

* »

FOraimuèh as hifto'rica'll Relations are eas» 
i^r"underftood,if they follow Geogra- 

j)hic^ones, we have changed the order of A u"- 
thojfSjthat went before us,& begun at the lat­
ter̂  After that Confutes Pharro GOver- 
nodr of the Province of Kito^ had firft 
of all the Spaniards ( pufhcd on by the famé 
ambition to find gold and filver in the vaP 
Countries of the great Amazons ) palTed th 
high and dangerous Mountains of the Cor- 
d eliere, and difcovered the Province of 
K ix o  -, his Lieutenant Generali f  rands of
Areillana finding himfelf well far engaged
( and that in Ch'allofs only) on fo' many un­
known and great Rivers j arid not knowing 
any fure way of going up again, and retufm-'

mg
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ing to his Generali, who with them that 
were vŝ ith hinij fuiFered an extream great 
want of Viaiials ; he would flay at the fa­
mous ph ce,' where the River ot'Napo lofeth 
himfelf in that great one of the Jmazones^^ 
where caufing his men to build another 
Bark, greater, and more convenient than 
his others, for a long navigation, he refol- 
ved by an ambitious dèfire to purchaie glo­
ry, to commit his life and fortune to the 
üncertain currants and waters of that great 
River. This admirable Voyage arid firigu- 
lar for fo many circumflances, was begun on 
the eighth of the MOnethof January m thè 
year 1541, and continued with fo much 
good luck and happinefs, that this great and 
marvellous River was wholly navigatèd,'and 
firfl difcovered by this ventOrious Kriighf, ' 
from whom alfothe River had the name of 
Arjfllane. .In paffing over the Provinces 
'• Cafftqtieoi h o ïd  Aparia, this Prince 
received him very courteoUfly,' arid advcr- 
tifed him to take heed in his way of travel], 
of certain Amazones and warlike women, the 
renown of whom,though they were very far 
from him, yet ceafed not to give him know» 
ledge of them.' Finally in his courfe he had 
diveffe fuccefles, fometimes good,’ feme-,

H timtS'
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times bad, according to the fear or fearlefs.' 
confidence of the Nations, that Caw him i 
with aftoniflimentpafs along upon t!ie great 
River. And after having known not with­
out admiration, the Rio'negro, he faw in 
theMoneth o i ^ m e, Indians in great num­
ber upon the banks thereof 5 and at the 
head of them armed women, which Teemed . 
to command and lead them to warre:where- 
v^on the Spaniards o i Francis of Areillana  ̂
and himielf, jwere fo perfwaded of the truth 
o f thefe Amazones, that they publiflied th e! 
report of it with fuch confidence, that 
from thence the name did remain to this > 
great and memorable River. Laftly, after 1 
fundry fortunes, and much wearineiie, on 
the 26.of the moneth of A u g u st of then 
fame year 1541. he went out at the great: 
mouth of this great River, and making fail 
towards the W eft along the coafts oh Guy- ■ 
ana and Faria, Provinces o f ' the fame A -  ■ 
merica, on the eleventh of the moneth of I 
September he happily attain’d the file o f Cu~ \ 
bagua, near to that of Marguarite, both o f \ 
t hem inhabited by Spaniards, and then rich i 
in,the fifliing of Pearls.

C ha p
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) of the feeond Expedition of in the
fame River.

A Fter that AreiHana was return’d to
Europe, had fill’d all Spain with the 

 ̂ admiration of his adventures, and the Court 
> of the Emperour Charles the V. with the 
i hopes of the great River of the Amaz. ones 5 
[i had got alfo from this Prince, ( whofe arms 
I and ambition troubled no lifle the old, than' 

the new-found world ) the charge of ma-' 
king conquelf of it in the name of the 

S Crown of Caflile *, and that he had at his 
:: own leifure made ready three Ships, and 
r man’d them with Horfemen, and provifions 
i neceflary, he made fail the xi. day of the 
f moneth of May in the year 1549. from the 
f Haven of S' Luke of Barrameda in Andalu- 

fia, for ,the Tenariff in the Canaries, where 
: the ihips flayed three moneths, as alfo two 
f  moneths more under Cape-verdon the Con- 
I tinent of Africk, loofing by thofe ftayes an 
1 150. fouldiers by ficknelle. Paffing from 
I thence to the coaft of America, the tem- 
I pell drown’d one ihip to himj which had xi;

H a borfe
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horfe, and 70. men aboard: and coming to 
half a degree of South-latitude, he drew 
up fweet water in the full Sea, and by that 
conjectur’d, that infallibly he was in the Ri­
ver of the Afnaz6tfcs, being not then above 
twelve Leagues from the point of Zapara- 
ra. But having gone in an hundredLeagues, 
into the great mouth of this great River, an 
107. of his folks being yet wanting to him, 
and he perceiving that the reft would not be 
fuf&cient to furnilhout theie two Ibips  ̂ he 
caufed of the one of them a Barke 
to be made, which was not compleated in 
three moneths •, and making fail again̂  
fcarcely had he gone up twenty Leagues in 
the lame River, but he broke his other ihip̂  
of the planks whereof he was conftrain’d to 
make another Bark, which thirty men made 
an end of only in two months and an half, 
and that with much toile and wearinefle. 
Areillana in this mean while fet himfelfe 
twice with the other Bark to feek the true 
channel of the A m azoney  and never having 
been able to find it amongft fo many arms 
and files of that River, and fo confuted, he 
finiihedhis life w'ith his adventures, being 
furcharged with travail, grief and fadneffe: 
lo that the two Barks retired themfelves fe-

verally

%
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verally from the great Am azone, and fol­
lowing the coafts of the firm Land of Arne- 

betook themielves to the liles'pf Cu-rtca
bagua, and the Marguarite ; where the Sfa- 
niards, that were but few now furviving 
this fo ruinous an expedition, made an end 
of all the reft of their lives, dying there of 
ficknefle.

:

l !

C h a p . X X X IX .

o f  Pedro D ’ Orfua,4»  ̂o f  the T-jrant Lope 
d’ Aguirre.

A S all the Authours, that have imploy- 
ed their watchings to deferibe largely 
unto us the things of America, were neither 

good enough Geographers,nor good enough 
Geometricians, to difintangle the difficul­
ties, that grows ordinarily in luch matters; 
fo they have but too often fallen into con­
trarieties, that make their HiftorieS confu- 
fed •, and into obscurities, that robs their 
Readers of peffibilities to underftand them. 
Such as would take advantage at deprefling 
them, will fomewhat ftrange at my cenfure 
of them: but I feeking nothing but truth,

H 3 and
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and not after vain-glory in my works, wilf 
pafle on to my fubjeft of this tamous River ? 
the diicovery whereof was no more elFayed 
from Spain  its felf, after the difgraces' of 
Francis o i  Areillana% but by the Spaniards 
of the Kingdom of Peru it was under the 

Pedro d* Or^ua- la x h t  year ij6o. 
by the orders of the Viceroy there, who 
gave him a little Army in a fleet well enough 
equipped. The embaikmentfor this expe­
dition, was on the River of Maragnon, the 
neereft totheTown of Lima-^ the chief of 
that province.' Rut a few moneths after 
their departure , the fouldiers mutinied 
againft their General, and put him to death; 
and Lope i '  Aguirre, the boldeft of them 
all, took file title of King upon him, and 
made him felf to' be obey’d of fome, by 
threats; and of others, bypromifes. Fol­
lowing out the navigation of M.ara7non 
therefore,and alwayes going down that Ri- 
ver, he entred into the great A m azone, and 
fuRering himfelt to lie carried down by the 
currant of his ample channel, he ftayed 
chiefly at the mouth of Rio-negro : where 
coming to confider of the greatnefle of bis 
crime, and. the danger he had to fall into the 
hands of the Spaniards of the North-fea, if

he
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the Arnnzoncs. ^^3
he went once oiif of the great River  ̂ he 
fo addrclied his wiiole Fleet in Rio-negro, as 
having noother deiigne thanto love up and 
down fomany Rivers, and paile through ib 
many Countreys, only to fuftain his tyran­
ny. -But fortune leiie blind than his pru­
dence, thruft him inhiscourfe of iuiling in­
to the Rivet; of Orenoc > which coming to 
end in the AtUntick-[ea over againft the 
lüe of the Trinity ( fubjed: to theCrov\m oi 
Caßile) he was prefently there made to ftay, 
partly by his own fouldiers, partly by the 
Catholick Kings officers, and led to the pu- 
niihment, which his felony deferved  ̂ his 
houfes alfo in Peruy by the fame fentence 
were razed, and fo continue and ffiow thern- 
felves yet in our dayes. But a voyage o 
furpvizing for Geographers, and fo ill un- 
derftood by Authors that have gone betöre 
me, becaufenot ableto take up the ftrmge 
order of all thefe Rivers, could not be bet­
ter hitherto cleered, than by the preceding 
Chapters of this Book, efpecially the i6 , 
and 17. A nd theonely  difficulty which 
prefents it felf now, is onely in the leap or 
f4 llo i Orenocy difeovered 153I; by Diego
deordass as alfo 153^. by 
H errera, coming from Tm ty~luc> Her-

H 4 ,
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rera made draw his Barks by Land, till he 
, was above that leap of this River 5 the like 

poiTibly having been done by the Mutineers 
of Lope d' Aguirre the Tyrant : or that the 
defcent of the fame leap being uneafier to 
C hall ops, than to afcend it, becaufeof the 
force of A pa»ta , ( which is the name 
of a'River as well as of a Province ) it is 
poflible alfo  ̂ that thofe of Aguirra have 
paffed down the leap without difenbarking 
any 5 and that fo much yet the more eafily, 
if it was in the time of the inundation 
( which is ordinary in all thofe Rivers) which 
raifeth the boylings of their waters above 

■ the rocks of their fall.

C h a p . X L.'

o f  the Unfortunate Expedition o f  Maldo­
nado.

MEan while the defignes ■ of this re­
nowned difcovery, was no lelle vi- 

goroufly embraced by the ambition and co- 
Vetoufnefle of the Spaniards of the Town 
of Cafco. The great and deep River of 
Amarumaya gave them the occafjons of it*,

becaufe
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becaufe the Prevince of M o x a , of their 
iieighbourhood, fumiflieth the abundant 
Sources of it. And the firit amongft them, 
that had a thought of it, ( after the In ca s, 
that had attempted it in vain) was Gom ez 
de Tordoya, having got the priviledge from 
the Count of N iehla the Viceroy of Pe~ 
ru. He failed not prefenily to make the 
neceflary cxpences for it, and by confider- 
able advances to order all its preparations. 
But his power expiring by the remoyall of 
the Count of Niehla 5 and his Succeflor' 
( that was of the Houfe of C a ßro) confer­
ring it upon Gaffar de Sotelle,' confounded 
all things by this change. This laft to au­
thorize his own credit, had allbciated him- 
felf with the Inca Tofacamare, of the race 
of the ancient Kings, that dwelt at B ik o -  
hambe. And if the too great number of 
Souldiers, that voluntarily offered to fol­
low them, had not caff fome fufpicion into 
the head of the Viceroy, and the fpirits of 
the fupream Counfell, who marage this 
conqueft with an extream great jealoufie; 
Gaffars enterprife had not been broken, and 
the fame priviledge granted to^ eh n e A lv a ­
r e z  of Maldonado. Who having finally 
A n . 156Ö. paired the Mountains of the

Andes,
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Andes, and entered into the famous Pro­
vince of M c x i, gave beginning to that un- 
fortunate rather than famous expedition, in 
going aboard his Rafts, or Float-boates, ■ 
with two hundred and Souldiers well 
armed, and an hundred Horfe in good equip- 
page •, to follow the toiled waves of the 
Amarumaya, and by fullering himfelf to be 
carried by his fierce ftream, to go down in- • 
to the vafl Fields of the great Amaz^one. 
But fortune being envious at the glory that 
he promifed himfelf from this famous dif-. ' 
covery, failed not prefently to overturn 
the fijcceifc. G otkczj de Terdoya (as we 
have faid } could not fuffer with patience, 
neither the outrage of calling him back, 
nor the Ioffe of his expences: his relTent- 
m'ent of thefe, followed with courage, dif- 
pofeth him to fedition, feeing all his com­
plaints were alwaies rejeded; he therelore 
now carryes himfelf upon his own authori­
ty, to put the fame enterprife in expedi­
tion, and that againft the discharging of him 
by the Viceroy. By his ownboldneile he 
paffeth the Mountains and the Forrefts of 
thofe unknown places, and being followed 
by fixty Spanijh Souldiers, he prevents 
his competitor by a precipitated
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Wheri he had attain’d the River of A m m t-  
maya, -snd  known ithat the; Fleet was not 
yet pafled, he refolved to wait on it in that 
place, 'and'to fight it,, as hedid,:fooh as it 
arrived. The roedly was iliarp, . and en­
dured three daies •, the valour in the two 
parties was equall'5 and the number of the 
flain and hurt was fo great in this unfortu­
nate rencountre, that the chotiques, ( a 
Neighbouring People ) cafting themfeivcs 
in Armes upon the reft, put all to death, 
m t\\ Tordoya, none efcaping in thismife-rableconflidf, but the Generali
Father Diego Id art in > a PortugaU % and 
iim o n  L o f e , that was excellent in artillery 
who, after having flayed two years amongft 
thefc Barbarians, returned by I know not- 
what way of accommodation, to the Pro­
vince of M o x a of the dépendance of 
Cufeo, whither they went afterwards.

■ a  '■  V '■
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C h a p . X L I.

o f  other Defigaes fo r  the Difcovery o f  this 

R iv er.

tune

'  I

THe fad events of the rieet of D'orfua, 
and De MaldoitaJo did no more flacken 
the courage, than flaked the greed of the 

Spaniards in refearch of imnienfe, or ra­
ther imaginary Treafures of the great A -  
tna&one. They were dong enough time 
both in Spain, and America, quiet, and 
moved not for this conqueft» Only in the 
year 1621, the King Bon Philip the fourth, 
fent Powers to the royal Audience of Kyto, 
to treat of fitting conditions, for the dif- 
covery of this River, with thofe of his 
Nobility, that were employed in places and 
charges of that Province. But by that 
time all thefe Orders ( in order to Propo- 
fitions, that the Serjeant Major Vincent de 
Villalobos, Governour of the Province of 
Kixe, had made for any that took that 
charge., and during the making whereof, 
for the longfomenefle of the goings, and 
comings of Pofts, and of confultations or­
dinarily 'to be ufed in fuch rencontres, the



I,

[:

*

great River of the Amazohes. iep
time of his Government coming to expire) 
were come to that point, that for any might 
take that charge, the good intentions of the 
Catholique King in this, were for that time 
ma de unprofitable, not only by the change 
of the Governour, but alfo by the death of 
his Succelfor Alonzo de Miranda, who car­
ried himfelf with the fame zeal, towards 
the fame difcovery. Now the rumour of 
thefe goodly and noble Propofitions of the 
Cafiilians o i Peru palling prefently into Bra- 
file, the emulation of the Portugalls made 
them prefently make the like about the 
fame, in the Court of the Catholique 
King there, who was yet in polfelfion of 
their Kingdom. So that upon the warmth 
and zeal that Benito Maciel Governour of 
the Province ot Maragnon witnefled that be 
had for the difcovery of the great River of 
the Amazones, by 'that fide of its mouth 
that bounded his Government; the Pa­
tents were lent him i 62(5, in the ordinary 
conditions. But his generous defigne's 
were yet hindered by the Wan es ol the 
Hollanders againft the Porturalls in the Pro. 
vinceol Pernamhouk, of the lame Kingdom 
of Braftle, and Frontier to that of Marag, 
non, who feared not a little the difafters of

it.
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it. Mean while the ordersof this conqueft 
are redoubled by the cares of the King Bott 
r U lip . They are alvvaies fent to the Go- 
veinour of Maragnen 5 and Francis Coeille 
of Carvaille, who had then the Govern- 

. ment of it, received them 1635, and 34: 
who notwithftanding coming to confider, 
that in parting his Forces, for to fend fohae 
of them, of conduft them himfelf̂  for dif- 

icovery of the great River of the Amazatnes • 
that the reft that ftayed in the Province, 
would not be able to guard it againft the 
aflaulcs of the Hollanders, who from the 
year 1630, had taken the famous Town of 
olyndit, of the Province of Pernambouk , 
and poii’tfl'ed the neigbouring coafts •, the 
expedition for the difeovery was by him' 
wifely delayed. Thus a neceffity to defend 
themfelves, hindered yet the Fortugalls tor 
this time, to afpire to the glory of an en- 
terprife fo much defired, and fo often be­
fore checked.,

T
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C h a p . X LIT.

o f  the Religiotu o f  Francis, thut came 
down all the great R iver.

\

IT was in the beginning of the year 1655, 
that Captain fo h n e  de Palacios ( of 

whom we have fpoken before ) accompani­
ed with thirty Sfanijh Souldiers, ,and fix 
religious of the Convent of S' Francis of 
the Town of Kyto ,  defeended from the 
Mountains of the Cordelier into the Plaines 
of K ix o ,io  fettle his abode ( as he did with­
out hindrance as to the Savages )  at the 
Village of Anete upon the great River of 
the Amazones. In this Pott ( the furtheft 
advanced of all thofe that the Spaniards 
held in the Eaft Countries of the Andes )  
the valour of fe h n e  de Palacios , and of 
his, feem’d no lefle admirable, than the 
zeal of the religious of S' Francis, ihew’d 
it felf ardent for advancing the Chrittian 
Religion, Both the one and thé other ex- 
ercifed themfelves in thefe places, either 
to make the neighbouring Nations obedient 
to the Crown of C a fille , or to gain fouls 
to God from amongft fo many Peoples, no

leffe

vw-»-
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leiïë fierce than Savage. But neither theif 
perfeveranee in their travails, nor their 
Courage in their fights, nor finally their ho* 
ly and zealous cxhorrations, could ever pre­
vail any thing, efpecially in the Province of 
the long-hair’d People,where Captain fohtté 
de Palacios 1636, was put to death by the 
Sarharians. Whereby all his Souldiers 
were fo difcOiTiforted, and the religious 
themfelves were fo far put back, that aban­
doning all of therh prefently their abode at 
A a ere, they retired all to their ancient 
Houfes-, under the referve or difpofallof 
Father Andrew of Toledo, Father Dorhi- 
Htque de Brieve, and fix Souldiers only that 
were refling ; not to flay any longer in thofe 
unfortunate places-, but to go all into a 
little Barke, and to expofe themfelves to' 
the rapid current of the vail Amazone, and 
try- better adventures in his waters, than 
on the firm Land, that butted on his banks.. 
So deftiny hath referved the Names of thofe 
two religious to be inferted in Hiftories, 
that their marvellous hardinelTe to have en- ' 
terprifed a Voyage fo extraordinary for fo 
hianycircumilances, might never be wiped 
out of memory of Ages to come. For if 
Amérique and Drake have been no lefle glo-

rious,'>
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Hous, for having been but the féconds, the 
one tor touchins on the firm Land of Ame- 
rica y and thé other tor' rounding the world  ̂
thefe other feeble and new Argonautes ilrall 
alfo be no leiTé renown’d , for having but 
made the fécond Navigation of all the great 
River of the Amazones. In end after much 
■ iveafifomeneife endured, rhahy dangers e- 
fcaped, and alwaies upheld by Providence, 
thefe two 'Fathers of S' R r à n c k î^ z  fix S^a- 
hijh Sbui(diers, and their little Barke, the 
com'patiion of their glory, arrived happily 
at Para a Town of Eraftle, where they p're- 
fently fill’d the eyes and ears of all the 
People with admiration : but above all the 
noble courage ot Pedro Texeira Captain 
Major, who commanded in that great and 
rich Capiianrie of the Province oi Maragnony 
the Govetnour Generali whereof, (then 
^ames Rayrmnd of Norogna ) refided at 
St Lewis, whether the two religious went to 
him in like manner, to give him as much' 
coûtent by the pleafaht relations of their 
fingulare adventures-, as emulatibn to this 
conqueft by the famous exaihples' of their 
rnemorable 'Voyage.

Î C h APj"
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C h a p . X L III.
I

c f  the Departitre o f  Pedro Texeira/or this 
Difeovery. '

N end fortune being wearied, fo long to 
crofle a defign, that Spain had travelled 

with, with fo much care 5. call her favour­
able eyes on the perfon of Pedro Texeira  
Captain Major of Para in Braßl'e, that his 
courage and prudence coming to fécond the S 
choice that ihe had made of him, and pre- ! 
ferred him to fo many Subjeds of merit, he i 
might arrive at the glory to have been the 
firft, to ipake the whole great River of the 
Amaz,ones feel the heavy and vidorious 
Fleets of the Catholique King. Now the 
neceflity of the Portugalls felf-defence, 
who had the expence and diverfion of a 
continuall Warre in the midft of Braßte 
to maintain, could not allow to this noble 
expedition, Forces more coafiderable, than 
thofe that parted from the Town of Para 
the twenty eight of the Moneth of OHober 
in the year 1637, under the condud of 
Captain Major Pedro Texeira  ( of the fame 
Nation ) followed by fourty feven Barkes,

both
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c Doth great, and well armed; by feVenty 
iPgrtugall Soaldiers, and one thoufand two 
i,.iundred Indians fitted to the Warre |  
Dy eight hundred Women and Vallets 5 and 
urnifiied with provifions meet and necellary 
■ ©r fo long, and dbubtfull art enterprife. 
The dexterity of theMarriners and Row- 
:rs, and the favourable help of the windes, 
)roke the firft difficulties, that the Fleet 
:ould have had, to gain without lofle and 
ianger the true channell of the great A -  
naz,one. But in departing from the coafts' 
)f the Province of M&ragnen, and of the 
Countries that are fubjed to it, the fortu- 
\aUs could no longer know neither the 
)ank-lides, nor the right wayes and courfes 
)f the great River, becaufe of fo many 
aooked Armes of his, that he caftes out," 
md thereby frames his manylflands. So 
•hat the Navigation becoming longer̂  by 
bllowing waies uncertain, and not before 
tnown 5 and the troubles and toyles infepa- 
•able from a Sea-Army i that muft often 
Jifembark,' to camp on the firm Land j be­
gan to weary the Indians, and to diftafte 
;hem from further purfuing of the Voy­
age. Already many of them ftble awayi’ 
:o regain ( as well as they cbQld) tbi Land

i  i  ef
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of their I Nativity 5 and thole that ftayed 
peaceably behind in the Barkes, or in the 
Camp, ceafed not to make their mindes 
known by their murmurings : in fofar that 
the fear of a greater deferring of him, gi- 
ving this Generali occafion of juft unquiet- 

'nelle, he fethimfelf to find out more fure 
waies to prevent this diforder, fince punilh- 
rnent and feverity kept out hardly to their 
duty the reft of the Indians, and Fallets of 
his Army. He was but yet half way come 
in his Voyage -, but feign’d that he was near 
enough the place, where the Fleet fliould 
arrive. And the better to perfwade them 
to this, he ordered eight Barkes well furf 
nillit and well armed, to go before, and as 
it were to make the encampments for the 
body of the Army to follow, in places 
where it was to Land. But in truth, his 
intent was in this, only to find out and dif- 
cover the beft. waies, that were to be held 
in the great River, and by thefe ambiguities 
to keep all his men in breath’.

I

C hA P
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C  H A p. X L I  V.

o f  the A r r iv a it  o f the Fleet at Pciu,

MEan while the Elect goes on, her Sails 
being fill’d with on Eaft-vvind , ol­

ivaies favourable, and tritimphs ovei the 
rapid current of the proud Al­
ready fix Moneths were part, and fix hun­
dred leagues had been meafured. which 
they had runne 5 the halt of the way was 
done, and fundry Nations had been difeo- 
vered. The wildeft arcongft them fled to 
the Mountains, or leüer Hills •, the leiTe 
fearfull flood unmoved upon the Bankes  ̂
the more confident came and traffiqued with 
the Camp: but the valientefl, no moie 
than the others, never armed themfelves a- 
gainfl the Fleet,nor againfl her Avantcour- 
riers or Vantguard : which already very far 
advanced, becaufe of its lightnelfe, was 
tracing and following on the channells of the 
great River, the waies that were flreightefl, 
and leafl oblique, and marked forth the 
addreifes, or direftions, on the Bankes, by 
Trophées fet up, or by Enfignes iet toge-, 
ther. The Vantguard was commanded by

I 3 Benn(t
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^erntet Rodrigue d Oliveraj 3. Portugali} who 
having been born in Braßte, and brought up 
as it were ainidft the Americans, he dived 
prefently into the fecret of' their thoughts, 
and by the leaft of their adiohs, he could 
guefle what they had in their minds: whence 
he was as well feared, as refpeded by all 
the Indians of theie Countries: fo that 
by his good qualities, he had alfo this pre­
rogative, to contribute much to the happy 
finifliing of fo noble an enterprife. So pur- 
fuirig the Voyage with his Vantguard of 
eight Barkgs armed, he attained with as 
much diligence, as good luck, the Port of 
fayam ine in the Province of the Kixes, the 
24'̂ '* of ^im e in the year 163 8, while the 
Captain Major with all the reft of the Beet 
followed the traces, advices, and addreiles, 
that Glivera left at the places, where he 
hadrefted with his Vantguard: whence the 
Souldiers of his Army, receiving every day 
comfort, they thought alway, that the 
inorrow was to be the laft of the Voyage. 
Thus entertain’d with this hope, they ar­
rived at the Kiyer of the long-hair d Peo­
ple, on the Mouth of which, Fedro T e x ‘  
eira made fourty Fortugalls, and three hun­
dred Indians of his Troopes, to encamp,
' and

.1
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and gave or-ders to Fedr.od' Acofta Savela 
( who was appointed to the command of 
them) to flay in this placé, acid not to de­
part thence, till he heard from him j lea­
ving there moreover Pedro Rayon a Cap­
tain alfo of infantrie. And himfelf con­
tinuing his Navigation with fomefewper- 
fons, he cimne likewife to the Haven of 
Pay amine towards the end of Sepember, 
having .pafl'ed one thoufand two hundred 
leagues in a continuall going up the River 
of the AmaioneS} iince the of O ito“ 
her of the year before. After that, from 
thence taking his wîiy by Lsnd̂  2nd croife 
the Mountains of the Andes> he came no 
lefl'e happily, than glorioufly totheTown 
of KitOi where he was received with fuch 
Acclamations and Triumphs, as * 1 * J
neffe and fuccefle of his Enterpnfe did 
deferve.

I 4’ C hav
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C  H A p, X L V.

Q f the OydcTS of the Vicetoy fpy the Retuyti 
o f the Portugalls.

A Fter that the Royal Audience of the 
Town of p t o ,  had received from 

the Portugdls ail the informations that 
■ were necdfull on a bufine0'e of fuch impor­
tance, which look t towards thedifeovery 
or conqueft of the great River of the A -  
mazones  ̂ it would not for all that delibe­
rate upon it, nor proceed to things fo 
weighty, without giving advertifement 
thereof to the Count of Chinchon Vice­
roy of Tertt. Who with the other’Officers
pf the Çipg of S^aifte, having confidered 
all the circumftances of a fucceife fo ad- 
vantagicus, lent the Audience his Orders 
from the Town of Linia , the chief of the 
whole Kingdom, dated the îo'b of N o v a Z  

in the year i d 58, to fend back with all 
cluigence the f  OTtugulls > by tlie way that 
they cause to the î own ot Ppyo,, Qivinp 
th.em -yid iurniniing tljem wich all things net 
ceifary and ht, for fe.n- that PrdfîU fufftred 
m t  iaconvenknee by the Hollanders,

through
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through fo great and farre an abience of fo 
ipany worthy Perfons of fervice: and to 
perfwade them to receive into their corapar; 
ny two faithfull Peffens, that were Depen- ' 
dants on the Crown of Cafiile, to give an ' 
account to his Catholique Mäjefty, of all 
that was- difeovered: and fhould be difeo- 
vered-along the great uiwazone in the ve- 
turn of a like Voyage, prefently after 
the Orders of the Viceroy were publiflied 
through the Town of K i t o , fundry' Spa­
rt tards,eiçediûly Religious, prefented them- 
felves for t̂ ie choice, to go on that Voy­
age. But as Dort Rohrte Fafjuez. d ’ À cog-  
na, Lieutenant Generali of the Province 
of the fame name, and K-night of -the or­
der of Calatrave , was making offers 
much more advantagious for the Grown of 
C a H i k , propofing to make Levies, pay 
the Souidiers, buy Provifions, and bear 
all other charges in favour of this conqueft, 
the Count of Chinchon broke prefently 
the defign, judging it no waies convenient 
to the fervice of the Catholique Kinĝ  that 
that Perfonage fliould then leave his 
Charge. And Father Chrifiopher £  Acog- 
na, his Brother, Spartiß) jefuite, who 
hath merited to live as long in the memories

of Ml
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of men, as; che great Am azone  ihall rtmne 
iij thé Fields 0 F America^ had the good hap 
of this nomination: wherein he behaved 
himfelt with fo much zeal towards God, fo 
n,iuch fidelity towards his Prince, fo much 
afFe<5l;ion towards the Souldiers, and fo 
much carè to remarke, and put in writ all 
the circumftances of the great River, that 
his glory is beyond all praife.

-. G H A p. X L V L

o f  the Camp o f the Portugalls in  the Pro­
vince o f  the long'hair’d N ation .

y t 4

1 ' . • .
"T T^de all this is in preparing by the 

V  yf diligence of A lçnzo  Perez de
Sa lazar, Prefident of the Royal Audience 
of K ito, for the return of the Portugalls-^ 
and the Rendefvows of the Fleet, and the 
Troops, is put upon the 20'**of Feburary 
\ 6 i 9,  in the Town of Archidona, and at 
the Haven of Napo, a great deal more con­
venient in all things, than that of Pay amino ; 
let us go vifit the Camp of the Portugalls 
on the River of the Chevelu s or long-hair*d 
People, untill the Army come to it again in

its'.. I
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its coming down. It was left in this place 
by the prudence oi the Captain Major Tex^ 
eira, as well to content the Provinces of 
the Crown of C a ßile , as to give the lelTe 
jealoufie to the Spaniards of Fertig in keep­
ing far enough off from the limits of that 
Kingdom. At the firft,the Camp had good 
correfpondence with the Savages of that 
Countrey •, it had victuals and provifions 
enough for buying. But this peaceable 
commerce could not laft long, becaufe of 
the late death of Captain ßo h »  de Palacios, 
wno was défait by the. Savages ot this 
Countrey and Province. Spme of the 
Camp defired to revenge it, and chaftife 
their boldnefl'e ; but others feared to get 
hard meafure and rough handling from 
them. Thus the leaft occafion coming to 
fow the difeord, and three Indians of the 
Portugalls having been put to death by the 
Natives  ̂thefe fierce people put therofelves 
in arms, to defend their own lives, and 
their Countries. In fo great a danger, the 
fortu zalls loft not their couraçei and as 
having been ufed to this long betöre, not to 
fuffer fuch a licentioufnefl’e amongit the ÎM’a- 
tivc Indians where they were 5 they fet 
themfelves prefently to punilh them for this.

And
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And after they had killed feme of themj 
and taken alive more than feventy, they 
kept them as ilaves, untill they all ei­
ther died, or efcaped by flight. But after 
this the Portugalls could have noprovilion 
but by the point of their Sword, and by 
continuall excurlibns of their men, fent 
fromtheirCamp •, both giving and receiving 
alio a great deal of hart, above all in their 
VelFels, whereof fome were faccaged, or 
fpoil’d, and the leile ftrong of them quite 
undone by ihefe Barbarians. But in the 
fnares and ambuflies, as many Portugalls 
as were taken alive, their throats were cruel­
ly cut, which amounted to fome confiderable 
lofle to them though that of the enemies 
was far greater. Thus the prudence and 
valour of Pedro d’ Aeofia, the courage and 
fidelity of Pedro Bayon, and as well the dif- 
cipline, as obedience of the Souldiers, can 
never receive their juft enough praifes, for 
having maintain’d their Camp thus in the 
Province of the long-hair’d People, fore- 
leven whole Moneths, and without any o- 
ther News from their own, than the return 
of the Fleet, upon which they went all a- 
board again.

C h a p .
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C h a p . X L V I I .

o f  the Return o f  the Fleet o f  the Poitu- 
galls.

A  LI things being ready, and the em­
barking at an end towards the end of 

February 1639, the Fleet of the PortugaUs 
began their Return from the Haven of N a -  
p o o n  the River of the fame name: and after 
having failed thirty leagues on the current 
of this River ftrong and fwift enough, it 
entered into the great River of the J m a -  
zo n es t  at the f u n t o  of the Rivers, a much 
celebrated and famous place, whereat the 
adventurous A reilU n a  gave the firft begin­
nings to the whole difcovery. In going 
down, the courfe of the great A m a zon e  
ferved them for Sailes, and the Marriners 
or Rowers lelfe troubled with work refted 
them often, and fleeped fweetly by reafon. 
of the murmuring noife the billows made, 
that puiht forward their Ships. All the 
peoples alfo and Nations upon the bankes, 
are pretty favourable to it: commerce of 
vidluals and of raerchandife, being opened 
to it on all fides. The civility of the Ho-

magues
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magues appeared to it very pleafant *, and 
the generolity of the Torimms, feemed yet 
more obliging. But arriving at Rio-negro 
the twelfth ot léjp , the undifcreet
greedinefs of the Rormgails flays the courfe 
and happinefs of thefe civilitiesj and of their 
Own good voyage. The Porfugatls could 
get no liches in but by the number
of their Haves  ̂ and the Souldiers being 

' angry for havdng gained nothing in all this 
long expedition, force the Captain-major 
to leave the great River of the Amazonei 
and to enter into that o i Rio-mgro, to take 
from them there by force of Arms their 
flaves, which are in great multitudes among 
the Nations that inhabit on that River. The 
Sails were already fpread, and the Bail wind 
blew on their poup, and the fear of an un - 
bridled licence made many fear a greater 
change •, when Father Chrifiefher ^ Ãco^nâ 
a Spamjh Jefuitej puflied on by an ardent 
zbal to fee the accompliihment of fo long and 
hazardous an enterprize, prefents himfelf 
to the Generali Pedro Texeira^ and gives 
him a prote-ftarion written and fealed with 
his own hand, as on the behalf, and fo'r the 
interefl: of thè Catholick Kings and ex­
horts him, to remove the Souldiers from

theif
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their refolution [by his Authonty, or to 
command abfolutely to ftrike Sail, for re­
turning to the cburle of the great A m a zom . 
This adtion fo vigoronfly undertaken, and 
worthy of praife, deferved to fee no worfc 
iuccefs, than prefently it did : the Sails 
ilruck, the Souldiers in lilence, the Mari­
ners obedient, the Ships carried along again 
by the currant of the great River.

C h a p . X L V I I I .

o f  the arrivaU o f  the F leet at Brafile.

A Fter the Portugalls of the Fleet of the 
great Am azone, had loit the fight of 

the higher lands of the point of the Comana- 
rijon the great and famous mouth oi'R ig~  
neirOi which feeraed to themfelvcs to run 
back from them  ̂ vifited alfo in their paf- 
íáge the warlike and valiant Nation of the 
Foftnamhes, in the faflrions that we have 
before deicribed  ̂ and heard in thefe places 
( as before the Spaniards of Areillana had 
done) the rare and pleafant tales or fables 
of the Amazones ( which we referve to the 
Chapter following, to give you an account 

' , of
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of them) the deep Boß>hore, ( into which the 
waters of the great River, and of all theo 
thers that augment it, fliur up themfelves 
into one ftrait Channel! of about a good 
quarter of a League ) gives them for the 

-fécond time a free and fure paflage 5 that fo 
following out their navigation with'the like 
felicity, blit yet receiving from the Tapay- 
tes the teftimony of a mutuall good will, 
they might finally ari'ive at the Town of 
Fara in Brafile,' the twelfth of December 
163^, as they did: but with fo much glo' 
ry n̂d reputation not Only to the Captain- 
major Pcii'rö but alfo the PertugalÎ ,
Officers and Souldiers of thiâ famous expe­
dition, that their memories ingraven on 
tables of brafs, iliall no lefs endure in ages 
to come, than the great Amazone iliall lii 
America. Andforafmuch as Father Chri- 
fiopher d’Acogna, .and Father, Andrew of 
Artieda, hoi\\ Spaniards :Li\à fefuits, vverè 
deputed by the Royall audience of Kito to 
alfift in the name of the C t̂holick King, 
and of the Crown diCastill, to this impor­
tant difeovery, and no lefs renowned navi­
gation  ̂ as alfo thereafter to go into Spàin^ 
to tiive an account of all to the Counfell of 
the Indies : thefe two religious Fathers

heap’d
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heap’d with honour and praife, failed not to 
go there 1640, where after they had laid out 
in the prefence of the King hiiiifelf B on  
rh ilip  the fourth, the greatneiTes and mar- 
veils of the River of the Jm azon ts % as alfo 
the glory and importance of fuch a conqueft; 
Father a  Acogna prefently publiihed all the 
tircumiiances, and remarks that he had 
made, in a very lliort work •, from which 
we drew the better part of this our Book.

C  M A p. X  L  I X.

o f  the Amazones o f  America.

THat A fu  may not vaunt her felf of her 
reports of Amazones, whether truej 

or fabulous, America yeelds nothing to her 
in this point. Let not the fields of Themif- 
c-jra triumph any more in the renown of her 
famous women 5 the Province of Apanta is 
no lefs famous for her heroick Dames. Nei­
ther let the River of Thermodoon be puft up 
any more with the glory of its conquereiTesj 
feeing the River oiCorurU is as famous for 
her fair (he-Warriors. His famous fources 
are honoured with their rich habitations,-

lK The
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The Mountains of Ciiya»a,{ttt\]G in mines of 
gold and lilver are their confines on the 
North-fide 5 and the Mount Tacamahet 
proud above all the reft, is in the midft of 
their fair and fertile Valleys. The firft no­
tice that the Spaniards had of them, came 
to them from the generous prince Jparia  
1541, who told the firft wonders of them to 
the a d v e n t u r o u s o f  AreiUana: and 
the confent of all the Nations of the great 
River of the Am azones, irk favours of this 
report, as true, hath from them given the 
name for ever to this admirable River. For 
all this, the' gueftes at this matter are not 
very certain 5 but the famous adlionsof the 
goodly Ladyes o i  Am erica, during the warrs 
of a)] thefe conquefts, do not a little confirm 
the appearances thereof. For thefe have 
often appeared in Arms at the head of Bat- 
talioes, as is to be feen in the Hiftories of 
Acofla , and of Herrera : and in fighting 
with their own hands, they have fuftained 
the aflaults of the enemies, and oblieged 
the atthe fame time to imitate the 
effedts of their great courage. The valour 
of that noble Lais which 15 j(5, in tlie”Pro* 
vince of Bogota, flew five Spaniards with 
arrows fliot from her own hands, before

flie
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ibe fell dead at their feet, will for ever be 
renowned. And thofe goodly and great 
women, which pre fenced themfeĥ es armed 
on the head of the Americans^ upon the 
Bank of the great near to C o rn -,
tis  { as we have related before ) gave 
much credit to the firft opinion of ihefe A -  
macones of the new-world. This is not 
yet enough for us to perfwade bur felves of 
the truth of thefe valiant and warlick La­
dies : the royall audience alfo of K ite , hath 
fometimes received confidcrable informati­
ons ©fit. That audience a long time ap- 
plyed its cares to have found out the know­
ledge of tliefe Amazones 5 and the depofi- 
tions that to them were made thereof att

fundry times, agree all in this point: That 
in the vaft fields of this Am erica, there was 
one Region peopled with warriorefje women, 
which living and maintaining themfelves 
without meOj had no communication with 
them, but on fome certain dayes of the 
year, to have by them children, of daugh­
ters like unto themfelves. And in the 
Town of Rafto fubjed to the fame audience, 
an Indiari woman gave aifurance, that llie 
her felf had been in their Cou'ntrey •, and by her other Relations agreed with the prece-

K 3S
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cent drcumftances. Putthemott Angular 
teltimonies ot it, that have been given to 
t\\  ̂ Spaniardŝ  or Portttgalls, was 1639 in 

• defcending the great River, and in the great 
habitation of thtTopinambes,-3.nd Eaft-point 

■ of their famous Ifle. This Nation as gene­
rous as valiant, was never wearied with reci­
ting the wonders of thefe Amazones, They 
fpoke of their policy, and of their valour, 
much like what the Grecians and ' Latines 
have fung of the policy and valour of .the A ‘  
m a zon esoiA jia . And not to itay longer 
on thisdifcourfe, be it true, or be it fabu- 
lous, I willconcludc it with this renowned 
name of the Comapoyares, under which the 
Amazones of America  are every where 
known only.

HA P .
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o f  the qualities o f  the A ir  and grounds o f  
the great Amazone,

I

T ^ U t can one thus put an end to this 
X )  work, without doing incomparable 
wrong to the River of the Amazones ? Can 
one pafs with fiience, and without reproach

the
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the reft of fo many wonderfull advantages, 
and prerogatives •, or without injuftice the 
admirable eifeds, wherewith prodigall na­
ture honours and glorifies it < No certainlŷ  
and contrary to my firll: purpofe, I confcnt 
to pafs lightly over again thefe matters, • 
howfoever pleafant and provoking to Itay 
more upon them 5 referring to the weak 
curiofity of an ability limited and given to . 
fuch things, the vain refearch of Animals, 
Fruits, and Plants, of this unmeafurable . 
Countrey. In which neither doth the heat 
ever choak  ̂ nor the cold ever feazc it •, 
the Air is alwayes alike, becaufe its Winter 
( as in the reft of^wew/i) proceeds of no 
other occaiion, but from inundations,which 
hinder the produdions of the earth,or retard 
them for fome Moneths: and not from any 
recede or withdrawing of the Sun, which 
every day there rifeth, and .fetteth at the 
fame hour. What marvels ibould not one 
be perfwaded bf," frora.an heaven fo benign 
and favourable i Let none after this won­
der, to know that the confecrated Hofties 
of the 'Pather fefu ites  for their Mafs, are 
kept freili and found during fo long a voy­
age, on the waters ( which comes not fo to 
pafs elfewhere) and let none refufe any

K 3 longer
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longer to believe, that Flies and other fuch 
troublefome Beafts, are not met with in 
thefe places, as in others under the torride 
Zone, where they are fo ordinary,and every 
where fo many, that the abode in thofe 
places would be much happier, were it not 
tor the inconveniences that thefe very Beaits 
infeft them with. But what ought the 
land and grounds then of fo noble a climate 
to be i Doth not this alfo agree to all the 
other prerogatives of this admirable River i  
And as the bafe and foundation of the hap- 
pinefies of all thefe Provinces, muft not 
this alfo be equally goodly and rich in all its 
parts f Ail its banks are enriched and 
crowned with fair trees alwayes green, and 
of incomparable greatnefs. The field and 
champany grounds are large, and all cove­
red with flowers diverfe and variable. Eve­
ry where its Valleys are enameled with 
green, and alwayes. moift. Its, hills and 
mountains are all loaded with woods and 
forretts pleafant to behold, Pbnts and 
pimples are every where in great abun­
dance 5 alfo honey of Bees, that ferves both 
for nourishment and for medicine : and 
which is yet more marvellous, a fort of oyl 
fo excellent, that it no wayes gives place to

the
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the balm, and that the moft precious of the 
ancient world, for all forts of hurts.

C  H A L I*

o f  the fertility of the earth, and of tfe 
waters} for food to.men, ' *

A S to the moft ordinary aliments, that 
ferve for nourilliing innumerable 

Nations, and infinite peoples, that labour 
the unmeafurable fields of the Realm of the 
great Amazene •, the firft in order of nature 
are diverfe and various fruits, which the 
happy and rich grounds of thofe Countries 
bring forth like indeed for kind to thofe 
of all the reft of America •, but more excel­
lent, in greater'plenty, and of better fub- 
ftancc. After them,follow Fifii, in fo great 
abundance'and multitude, not only in the 
great River, and others lefs, but alfo in an 
infinitie of Lakes, which the ordinary de- 
bordments and overflowings of their Rivers, 
make in the neighbouring plains •, that one 
needs never fail to take them with their 
hands only-, and yet more eafily,when by re- 
treatof the Rivers,the Lakes are dried up by

K 4 the
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the heat of the Sun,. In tlie great diverfitv 
of fo many Eiilies, as in the reft ofthe nevv 

Sea-Vtal, or and the Tor- 
toile, are not the lealt confiderable.whether 
for greatnefs, fubftance, or delicacy And 
thefifliingofthem is wonderfull, and pro­
digious,’ as.alfo the way to Jteep them both 
long tirne ahve. , Laftly comes the hunting 
of Venifon, as of all other lefter prey or 
game, whether with Hair,or Feather, in the 
fame abundance, and with the fame eafe
that in all other parts o f B u t  the
Partridges, ana the Hens of it, camé from 
im/, whither the Spaniards had atfirft car- 
ned them.- And for a witnefs infallible of 
all thele admirable circumftances, we need 
but to alledge the epmple of the Camp of 
the Portmalls ; which lodging every day on 
land, • during fo long a voyage,as well in go­
ing up as coming downthe great Am azon, 
never failed to fend preiently the half of 
n.eir men, fome of them to hunt with dogs- 
fome of tnem to fiih with arrows ( the other 
half remaining to fet up their hurts, and 
draw their trenches ) whence they returned 
m a icw hours fo loaded with fifli and lefter 
beafts of prey of all forts, that all the Camp 
had iuffiaenr, and in abundance. But-as

we

Mr'rHix
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ij we have ipoken enough of the bread, and 
(i of the meal made in thofe parts, of the Yo- 
i ifrfjOf and of the Mandtoka, as in the 
b reil of America •, we (liall adde only here, 

that their drinks are likewife made of them, 
n which ferve them as well ordinarily, as in 
I: the common rejoycings of all thofe peo- 
q pies.

HAP. L I I .

o f  the richnefs o f  Trade fo r  flrangers,

Inally to fliut up and make an end of this 
work, by recitall of the great riches, 

which will one day make the commerce of 
the great Am az one con(\diQXz\At to all Ea- 
rope •, we iball begin (" without fpeaking 
more of gold and iilver, pr of its Rivers and 
Mountains to the fame purpofe ) from the 
abundance, and quality of its woods, and 
trees, the moft excellent in all the world, 
and the bell to build whole Fleets with, and 
Ships as great, as any have been in the O- 
cean; becaufe all the Banks, as well of the 
great, as of other lefier Rivers, are all co­
vered with Cedars fo fair, and great, that

they
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they furprize the light of fuch as confider 
them ? Father d'Aeogtta having meafured 
bimfelf one of the greateft of them, of more 
than fix ells in circumference. Next to 
them we (hall mention Eheny, and the wood 
o f Brafde, both fo precious, and fo mu<ih 
fought after 5 which are fo perfedl there,, 
and in fo great multitude in all thefe fields, 
that they can never be fpent. In the third 
place, we (liall mention the Cocos tree, fo 
thick along all thofe Banks, that the very 
Hutts of the Camp of the Portugalls  ̂ were 
made of no other than of the fair branches 
of thefe. They bear the bell fruit of any 
in ,,iill the Indies  ̂ and with a little travail 
they can yeeld each of them, feven or eight 
crowns every year. After thefe conaes 
Tobacco, which would be better, and more 
abundant in all thofe Provinces, than in all 
the reft of the world, if it were followed 
here with a happy culture. After this 
Canes the Sugar, whereof more excellent 
comes, and more abundant than elfewhere, 
would never fail,nor dry up, becaufe of the 
inundations, which keep the fields alwayes 
frefli, by the number of Lakes, which are 
there made thereby 5 and whereby milles 
and other engines to that purpofe, might

eafily
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■ afily be made, by the conveniency of the 
woods, and of the running waters of fo ma­
ny Rivers 5 whence it would come to pafs, 
that the work about it would be lefs expen- 
five, and the revenue by it would be great­
er than ordinary. Finally comes tfic Cot­
ton to be fpoken of, which is here every 
where in extreme great abundance. Then 
the Oroek, which dyes Scarlet of a perfeil 
■ good colour. Laftly the Pyte , whereof 
Thread or Yarn moit excellent is made, ex­
ceeding fine and delicate, yet very common 
in all the Provinces of the great Ama&one, 
And for conclufion, here are the F iflu le- 
cane, the Salfafari/Ia , the Oyls like to the 
moft precious Baumes  ̂ the Gums, and o- 
doriferous Rozins, and other dike riches, 
which will be difeovered in time coming, in 
thefe happy Countries, to make this re­
nowned commerce alwayes greater, and 
more confiderable,

FINIS.
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A  f ir f l  A dvertifem ent to Geographers, upo»} 
the Longitudes o f  America.

FOraftniich as the knowledge of the Lon-f 
gitudes of the Globe of the Earth, is|. 

as important,.as neceilary,: in the Theory,* 
and praitice of Geography, of the Sphere, 
of. Aftronomy, of Navigation, of Aftrology- 
it mutt not be thought ttrange, if fo many’ 
excellent perfons, and knowing men have; 
ever bended themfelves to ettablitti thefe’ 
the mott perfedtly; or, to fay better, the 
leatt imperfedtly, that was poifible to them.\ 
But as the difficulties of it have never.;, been, 
well overcome, atleatt to the Ufe and Ap­
plication'̂  .fo I cannot now confent to the , 
latt Cart, and recentett Topography of 
S on th -A m erica , touching this Longitude .*• 
in which Cart there is but fifty eight degrees,, 
and twenty minutes of difference between 
Port V ietix  ( or old ) and Cape St. A n -  
g u f  'me, where S o u t h i s  broadeft, 
andlongett. For as before, the Spaniards 
made its breadth but of fifty one degrees, 
and the Portugalls, of fifty five, ( both the 
one, and the other being moved thereto by 
reafons of State and policy, becaufe of the

debate

!
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debate about the Molttccoes ) and after 
them, the moderner obfervers of this dif­
ference of Longitudes, ex’tend it to fifty- 
eight, as we have faid: fo this change could 
not have been made, but by obfervation of 
Eclipfes made under divers Meridians. 
Whence it follows alfo, that this new Lon­
gitude of the Weft-coafts of Jm eriea, is 
not yet exadt enough, becauie of the diffe­
rences, that are ordinarily found in fiich a- 
ftronomicall Obl'ervatibns^whether through 
the fault and littlenefs of the inftruments, 
or the negligence of the Obfervers, who 
feek the hours and minutes of them, by A- 
ftrolabes, and not by the way of Sphericall 
Triangles; to fay nothing of the difficulties 
about Parallaxes in the Eclipfes of the Sun, 
and of the Phenombres in the Eclipfe of the 
Moon, which hinder the taking exadlly of 
the time of her immerfion, and emerfion, 
under and out of the fhadow of the Earth, 

But to let it be feen, that I am not the 
only man, that take,to my felf this licence, 
to fufpedt and give little truft to the exad- 
nefs of thefe Obfervations, fo as thereby 
definitively to regulate Longitudes, with 
negled of itinerary diftances, which ( being 
well managed) often fupply in fome fort

the

rj w
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the others too great incertitude : I ihallher  ̂
fee down the examples, which fohn Kepleri 
that famous Aftronomer, thought good 
himfelf to fet down at the end of the Cata­
logue of the Towns, of the Rodolphine'Ï  
bles, that he inight Ihow the varieties of the 
difference of Longitudes, found out by di- 
verfe Obfervations of the fame Eclipfesj- 

. between the Meridians o fiim i, and N o- 
rimberf, as followeth. Regiomontaatu 
make's it of thirty fix minutes of an hour,' 
or of nine degrees of the equator  ̂ and with 
him, many more. Staflert and Verner of 
eighteen minutes of ah hour, or of four de­
grees, and an half. Shoner, MercatSr, and 
Hondiui, regulate it to twelve minutes of 
an hour, or to three degrees. And leaving 
others, Kepler himfelf hath reduced it to  
four minutes of an hour, or to one degree 
only. So that the varieties of the difference 
of thele two Meridians,in fo little a diftance, 
as they ftand in, coming to eight whole de­
grees ; with how much more reafon may 
we doubt of the true Longitude of the 
Weft-coafts of the South and North->i- 
merica ? Now thefe diverfities are no lefs 
frequent every where elfe, as may be veri­
fied by the difference of the Meridians of the

fame
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fame Remcy and of Toledo [in S fa in , fee 
down in Authors of Aftronomy, and Geo­
graphy. For K efle rxh t  lait and painfulleft 
of all, reduces it to fixteen degrees 5 and 
according to others, it amounts often to 
thirty* Which notwithftanding we have 
madeaneflky to remedy (as much as the 
matter doth permit) in our Geographical! 
Tables, by more exad cares and refearches, 
than thofe of this curious Author Kepler 
himfelf 5 which being not yet Printed, yet 
Monfieur M orin the  Kings profelTor of thé 
Mathematicks, hath not thought ill to draw 
out of them, -that which he hath fet at the 
beginning of his Abridgement of the Rodol- 
fh in e  Tables  ̂ as preferable to any other 
Catalogue of Towns, that he could then 
meet with to ferve his purpofe.

After thefe Reafons brought, I would 
now willingly confent, that the Longitude 
of the Weit-coaft of America  were made 
ihorter by ten degrees at leaft, that the dif̂  
ference of the Longitudes of the Town of 
KitOf and of the Point of Zafarard  were 
made of fourty feven degrees, and fo the di- 
ftance from the one to the other*in a ilraight 
Line, of nine hundred fourty Geometricall 
Leagues. And this would agree betterj

and

...
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and nor be fo far diiFerenc from the total! 
number of meafures obferved in the naviga-, 

• tion of the great River of the Amaz,ones, as 
is to be feen in the eighth Chapter of this 
Book 5 through all which ( that we might 
change nothing, out of our own opinion) 
we have fet down the Longitudes, according 
to the ordinary and recenteft Carts of South- 
America. But furely it ought to be made 
broader by Geographers, that fliall go over 
it again, to find place there for all that we 
faithfully relate unto them in this work,that 
fo the great Amaione, and fo many other 
Rivers, that run unto him, and Provinces, 
that are difcovered upon them, may com- 
modioufly be lodged, and in their own na- 
turall extent. In which cafe the Eaft-coaft 
of this fame America to the turn of the Cape 
of St. Augasiine, fliould be kept in the fame 
degrees and minutes of its longitude •, and all 
the reft from thence towards the Weft, aug­
mented unto ten degrees, andcompafl'ed in 
the juft and fitting Geometricall proporti­
ons, as well in regard to Meridians, as to 
the Longitudes* And the fame ampliation 
being made over America, you. will
find his Eaft-coaft drawn back by four or 
five degrees, conformably to the aftiirances

that-
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that the firft EfigU p  gave, that fail’d td 
Virginia  j and to the report of ^o h n  Làet 
in his third Book of Am erica. Whereunto. 
loifer my felf willingly to contribute my 
cares and ftudies, in favours of fuch, as will 
undertake it  ̂ making ufê  and ferving my 
felf, in all ihefe Geographical! procedures, 
with the precepts of the trucj and new do­
urine of the eighth Book of my GeofnetricaU. 
Theoremsi Printed 1654, as well for the 
Longitudes, as itenerary diftances : which I 
there UieW|, that they ought alwayes to be 
in great Circles, and not in parallells, redu­
ced to certain proportions. Which laft is 
a Rule altogether contrary to the truths of 
Geometry, however Mathematicianŝ  and 
Geographers, that proceeded the imprefli- 
on of that Book, have generally taught the 
Maxime of it, without adverting, or confi- 
dering fo notable an errour 5 That the fio r t-  
i f i  diitance from  one f  oint to anotheri on thé 
Globe o f  the Earth, is alwayes deferibed, or 
led by a great Circle, &c. See the eighth 
Book of my forefaid Theorems.

£ A fecont
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A  fécond Advertifem ent to Geographers 
about the refitution  o f  Longitudes»

BUt to,get a peifeder knowledge as well 
ot the Longitudes, that fit America» 

as thofe that concern the E all-Indies 5 we 
have refolved to fet down here a method to 
find them eafily by the motion of the Moon, 
upon firm land, in this fmanner. i .  Draw
on a right horizontal! Plain, that is very 
frnooth and white, a very exadl meridian 
Line: and with the fame exadfnefs obferve 
the heigth of the Pole, by a quadrant that 
can mark minutes, and if poflible, half mi­
nutes 5 2s it.is eafie now to get fuch an one, 
by the new inventions of dividing the Alhi- 
dades of it. 2. On the night of the full 
Moon, take the horizontal! height of a fixt 
Star, untill the fliadow of a Plummet hung, 
made by the Moon, fliall be juft upon the 
Meridian*, but with this caution, that the 
height of the Star obferved,'be at leaft of 
thirty degrees, to avoid refradfions 5 and 
that the fame Stars diftance from the Meri­
dian be reafonable enough for a greater cx-
üiftneis. 3. Seek the true diftance of the 
foiefaid Star from the Meridian of your

Hemifpherc
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Hemiiphere by this Rule. As the Red- 
angle contained in the Sinufes of the com­
plement of the elevation of the Pole, and of 
the complement of the declination of the 
Star, is, to the quadrat-fide of the whole 
Sinufe  ̂ fo the Redangle contained in tlie 
Sinufes of the fummc or totall, and of the 
difference of the half of the complement of 
the obferved height of the Star •, and of the 
half of the difference of the complement of 
the declination of the Star, and of the com­
plement of the elevation of the Pole, is un­
to the quadrat-fide of the Sinufe of the half 
of the true diftance of the Star from the Me­
ridian. But if the declination-and right af- 
cenfion of the Star, which you make ufe of 
for this aftronomicall Obfervation, be not 
fet down to your hand, in the fame Table 
of its longitudes and latitudes 5 you fliall find 
it by the Rules of my fixth Book of Geome­
trical! Theorems aforefaid, whither I refer 
you. 4. Double the foregoing half of the 
diftance found* and fubftradt that from the 
right afcenfion of the Star obfervedg if it be 
in the Eaftern part jof the heavens 5 but 
adde it to its right afcenfion, if the Star be 
in the Weft part of the heavens ; and thé 
fnmiîiè' of thé addition j or the féiidüe dftet

t  a the
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the fubftradtion, ■ will be the true right af- 
c enfion of the Meridian of the Moon̂  in de- 
grees, minutes, and féconds of the equator, 
5. In the Ephemerids, or in the Aftrono- ' 
micall Tables, take the Node of the Moon 
afcendant, or defcendant, in figns, degrees, 
minutes, and féconds of the Ecliptick ac­
cording to the hour of your obfervation af­
ter your beft efteem : to wit, that which is 
neareft to that right afcenfion of the Moon, 
or of the midft of heaven, which is all one. 
But in the Rule of the precedent Article  ̂
if the Pole be North, the declination alfo 
of the fixed Star muft be Northern 5 and 
contrarily. 6. With the fame right afcen- 
fiqn of the Moon and of the Meridian, take 
alio in the fame Tables, (or by the fixth 
Book of my Theorems ) the midft of hea­
ven, in figns, degrees, minutes, and féconds 
in the Ecliptick -, and the Angle of the Me­
ridian and of the Ecliptick only in degrees, 
minutes, and" féconds 5 which we fliall al* 
wayes hereafter call the m idp e (  heaven, to 
fliun a longer title, or repetition, 7, Sub- 
ftrad from the m iàB o f heave», the Node 
of the Moon 5 or from the Node of the 
Moon, the midft of heaven, that you may 
finde alwayes lelTc rcfiduc than ninety de­

grees :
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grees: and this cUftance of the Node of the 
Moon from the midft of heaven, will be the 
bafeof a Spheiicall Triangle-ObliqUangle, 
whereof the IciTer Angle will alwayes be of 
five degrees, and no minutes ; and the 
greater Angle alwayes the Angle of the Me­
ridian, and of the Ecliptick of the foregoing 
Article, according to the feventh Book of 
my Theorems. 8. Seek the Arch of the 
Meridian contained between the Orbite of 
the Moon and the Ecliptick Circle, by this 
Rule, As the totall Sim[e, or Sine, is to 
the Sine of the diftance of the Node of the 
Moon in the midft of heaven % fo is the Sine 
of the Angle of five degrees, to the Sine 
of the perpendicular. And as the totall 
Sine, is to the Sine of the complement of 
the preceding diftance *, fo is the tangent of 
the Angle of five’ degrees, to the ungent 
of the complement of the Angle fought for.
9. Take the difference of this Angle fought 
for, and of the Angle of the midft of hea­
ven, and you fhall have the fécond Angle 
fought for, in degrees,minutes,and féconds. 
Then as the total5/»c is to the Sine of the 
complement of the fécond Angle required ; 
fo the tangent o i the complement of the pre­
cedent perpendicular, is to the tangent of 
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the complement of the Arch of the Meridi­
an, contained between the raidit of heaven, 
and the center of the Moon. lo. Finally, 
‘as the 5w o t the Angle of five degrees, is 
to the Sine ok the precedent Arch of the Me­
ridian •, fo the Sine of the Angle of the midft 
of heaven, is to the Sine of the argument of 
the latitude of the Moon : which argument, 
you muff fubftraéi or adde to the Node of 
thé Moon, according to the difpofall of the 
problème, for getting in figns, degrees, mi­
nutes, and féconds, the place of the Moon 
in her Orbite, i i .  With the precedent 
argument of the latitude of the Moon, take 
in the ailronomick Tables its reduélion to 
the Ecliptiek in minutes and féconds, that 
you may èiçher fubftraét, or adde the fame 
-( according to the title of the fame T ables ) 
to the place of the Moon in her Orbite  ̂and 
you fliall have the true longitude, or the 
true place of the Moon in ,the Ecliptiek,. in 
fighs, degrees, minutes, and féconds, As 
alfo in the fame Tables, her true latitude, 
( if you deiire it ) with the fame argument 5 
feeing in all thefe obfervations, the Moon is 
alwayesnear her copulations. 12. Com­
pare the two longitudes of the Moon, found 
out in this mannétj on the fame night, but• in
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il in diverfe Meridians, and take the diffe- 
M renceofthem: as alio her hourly motion,
: at the time of both the obiervstions 5 be- 

caufe the hours, minutes, and féconds of 
hours, that (hall agree to the degrees, mi­
nutes and féconds of the Ecliptick ot that 
difference, being turned into degrees and 
minutes of the Equator, will give the true 
difference of the Longitudes contained be­
tween the two Towns, where the two ob- 
fervations have been made.

Now all the fecret of this eafie and new 
method, confifts in this, that the center-of 
the body ot the Moon is neceifarily in tlie 
Circle of the Meridian, when (lie is full, or 
very near her oppofition, the ihadow of the 
Plummet-Line, coming juft upon the true 
Meridian-Line of the place, where the ob- 
fervation is made : and in this 5 that nothing 
more being required to be added, bat the 
plain heighth of one fixt Star, and without 
Parallax, the operation may be made in aiiy 
Monethofthe year, without flaying for a 
tedious reftitution of Aftronomy, and with- 

' out being put to the charges of great Inftru- 
ments Horizontal! and Verticall, which are 
otherwife neceffary to the praftice of th.is 

I Science of finding out longitudes, which
, 4 NenitiS)
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n o n iu s, Boroncim^ F rifius, Kepler, and
Mertnus the perfcdlyeft of them all, have
painfully travelled in. But this is enough
for the Geographers, and Mathematicians,
that are difperfed over the world, and ought
to labour m the reftitution of Geo<Jfaphv'
to whom notwithftanding I could w il an ex-
aiSer knowledge of Aftronomy, and of
Tnpnomctry, that they might’ the more
eafily arrive at the glory of perfeding this
goodly fcience, no lefs pleafant, than ne- 
celiary.

And for conclufion, we fliall in favours 
of an Aftronomer, that will make this ob- 
lervation of the Moon in his own particular 
that he may compare it, with that of the 
Rodolphine Tables 5 tell him, that the lon­
gitude of the Town of Rome on the globe of 
the earth, is fourty degrees  ̂ and that its 
MeriQian is the fame, that it hath in the Ro- 
dolphine Tables, which are the belt of all 
other aftronomick ones, ifyou corredl but 
th inequations of the Center, and the inter- 
valls of the Planets, by the fifth Book of 
our Geometricall Theorems. As alfo for 
the choice of the equation of the time, ifyou

which proceeds from the 
diiference of the two right afeenfions, to

wit.
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wit, of the middle fla c e , :and of the true 
/»/.ifipftheSun, in the, Ecliptickj becaufe 
that araongft fo many divers and various e- 
quations of the time, that the moft excellent 
Authors have yet given, or eftabliihed, 
that alone feems to me Geometricalland cx- 
aâ: ; as we have faid elfewherc 5 and thaï 
the errours of other vvayes will amount 
ibmetimes to four or five degrees, in longi­
tudes upon the earth. But as the foundati­
on of that dodrine depends on the equall 
motion of the Sun in the Ecliptick, and not 
at all in the equator, the opinion that-w'e 
have of: it, is more from the appearances of 
truth, than from any defign we have to 
contradid.

F I N I S .
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