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MADAM De GRAFIGNY,

Member of the Academy of Florence.

Taken from different periodical publica-

lions.

i ADAM De Grafigny was
!l born in Lorrain, December
12,1693, and died at Paris,
in the fixty fourth year of her age.
She was called Frances D’'Happon-
court ; and was the only daughter of
Francis Henry of Iflemburg, lord of
Happoncourt, Greux, &c. lieutenant
of thelight-horfe; major of the gaurds
to his reyal highnefs Leopold I. duke
of Lorrain ; and governor of Boulay
a and
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and Larre. Her mother was Mar-
garet de Seaureau, daughter of An-
thony de Seaurcau, baron of Houde-
moure Vandceuvre, and firft fteward
of the houthold to the fame duke
Leopold. The father of Madam de
Grafigny, who by defcent was of the
houfe of Iflemburg in Germany, in
his younger days ferved in the
French army. THe wasaid de camp
to marfhal Bouflers at the fiege of
Namur. Lewis the XIV. in recom-
penfe for his fervices, made him a
gentleman of France, as he was be-
fore of Germany; and confirmed
all his titles. He afterwards attach-
ed himfelf to the court of Lorrain.

His daughter was married to
Francis Huguet of Grafigny, ex-
empt of the body guards, and
chamberlain to the duke of Lor-

rain.
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rain. Much did fhe fuffer from the
treatment of her husband: and af-
ter many years of heroic patience,
was juridically feparated from him.
She had fome children by him, who
all died young, before their father.

Madam Grafigny was of 2 grave
difpofition; her converfation did
not difplay thofe talents which fhe
had received from nature, A folid
judgment, a heart tender and bene-
volent, and a behavicur affable, uni-
form and ingenuous, had gained her
many friends, a long time before
fhe had any profpe@ of having lite-
rary admirers,

Mademoifelle de Guife coming
to Paris to celebrate her nuptials
with the duke de Richelieu, brought
with her madam de Grafigny; and
but for this incident perhaps fhe

; xrrrt 1 A
a 2 WOoulia




[ el

would never have feen that city : at
leaft her fituation in life by no
means gave her reafon to think of
it - neither had fhe, nor any of her
friends, at that time, the lealt prof-
pect of the reputation which attend-
ed her in that capital. Several per-
fons of wit, who were united into a
fociety, of which fhe glfo became a
member, infilted on her giving them
fomething for their Recueil, which
was printed 1in duodecime, in the
year 1745. The piece which fhe
gave is the moft confiderable in that
colle&ion. It is called, Nowwvelle Ef-
pagnole s le mauvais exemple produit
autant de wertus que de vices: * The
title itfelf, we fee, is a maxim, and
the novel is full of them. This lit-

tle

¢ A Spanith novel: bad examples produce as
many virtues as vices.
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tle piece was not relithed by fome of
the aflociates. Madam de Grafhgny,
piqued at the pleafantries of thole
gentlemen on her Spanith novel,
without faying any thing to the fo-
ciety, compofed the Letters of a Pe-
ruvian, which had the greateft fucs
cefs. A thort time after the gave
the French theatre, Cénie, a picce
of five aéts in profe, which was re-
ceived with an applaufe that has con-
tinued to the prefent day.  This
play is one of the beft we have of
the fentimental kind.

La File d’Arifiide, another co-
medy 1n profe, had not, on the
reprefentation, the fame fuccefs
with Cénie. It was publithed after
the death of madam Grafigny:
they fay that the author corre¢t-
ed the laft proof on the very day

of
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of her death. It is alfo confi~
dently reported, that the ill fuccefs
of this piece on the ftage, contri-
buted not a little to the diforder of
which fhe died. Madam de Gra-
figny had that laudable regard for her
reputation which is the parent of
many talents: a cenforious epigram
had given her great chagrin; and
which fhe freely acknowledged.

Befides thcfg two printed dramas,
madam de Grafigny wrote a little
fairy tale of one a&, called Azor,
which was performed at her own
apartments ; and which the was per-
fuaded not give to the comedians.
She alfo compofed three or four
pieces of one a& that were repre-
fented at Vienna, by the children of
the emperor : thefe are of the fim-

ple and moral kind, on account of
the
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the auguft charaGers who were to
be inftru¢ted by them.

Their imperial majelties, the em-
peror,and emprefs, queen of Hungary
and Bohemia, honoured our author
with a particular efteem, andmadeher
frequent prefents: as did alfo their
royal highnefles prince Charles, and
the princefs Charlotte of Lorrain,
with whom fhe had moreover the
diftinguithed honour of a literary
correfpondence.

Madam de Grafigny left her
books to the late M. Guymont de
la Touche, author of the modern
tragedy of Iphigenia en Tauride, and
of the Epiftle to Friendthip. He
enjoyed this donation but little more
than a year, for he died himfelf in
the month of February, 1760. She
left all her papers tc the care of a

man
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man of letters ; who had been her
friend for thirty years; with the h-
berty of difpofing of them in fuch
manner as he thought proper.

We may judge of the genius of
madam de Grafigny by her writings,
which are in the hands of every one:
and of her morals we may judge by
her friends, for fthe had none but
thofe of the greateft merit: and
their affliction is her eulogy. The
diftinguifthing marks of her charac-
ter were a fenfibility, and a good-
nefs of heart, fcarcely to be paral-
lelled. Her whole life was one a&
of beneficence.  We know but few
particular circumftances relating to
it 3 for fhe never {poke of her-
felf, and her a&ions were cover-
ed with the veil of fimplicity and
modefty. We know in general, in-

deed,
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deed, that her life was a continued
{eries  of misfortunes ; and doubtlefs
it was from thefe that {he drew, in
part, that amiable and fublime phi-
lofophy of the heart, which charac-
terifes her works, and will make
them dear to pofterity.

2 T HE







French EDITOR s

ADVERTISEMENT.

EF truth, when it ftrays

from probability, ufual-
ly lofes its credit in the
eye of reafon, it is for a

{hort
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fhiort time only; but, let
it contradict prejudice ever
{o little, and feldom fhall 1t
find grace before that t11-

Ef 1‘LLL (.'\.};.

What then ought not the
editor of this work to fear,
in prefenting to the public
the letters of a young
Peruvian, whofe f{tile and
thoughs fo little agree with
the mean 1dea Whmh an
unjult prejudice has cauled
us to form of that nation.

Eariched
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Enriched by the precious
fpoils of Peru, we ought,
at leaft, to regard the 111~
habitants of that part of
the world as a magnificent
people ; and the fentiment
of refpeét is not very rc-
mote from the idea of mag-
nificence.

But {o prcjudiced arc wc
always in our own favour,
<hat we rate the merit of
other nations not only in
proportion as their man-

ners imitate ours, bat 1

PI‘OPOI’H‘
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proportion as their tongues
approach nearer to our i-

diom. How can any one be a
Perfian *

We delpife the Indians, and
hardly grant a thinking
foul to thof'e unhappy peo-
ple : yet their hiftory is in

every

* The tranflator apprehends this fen-
tence to be a fatirical repetition after fome
other French author,  There were 2 few
ftrokes marked in the fame manner in one
or two of the letters, which he did not take
notice of, as he fuppofed they would be
unintelligible to the Englifh reader.,
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every one’s hands, and a-
bounds with monuments of
the fagacity of their minds,
and the folidity of their
philofophy.

The apologift of huma-
nity, and of beautiful na-
ture *, has traced the out-
lines of the Indian manners
in a dramatic poem, the
fubject of which divides the
olory with the execution.

WwWith fo much light given
us into the charadters of

thefc
* M. de VOLTAIRE,
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theie people, there fhould
feem no room to fear that
original letters, which only
exhibit what we already
know of the lively and na-
tural wit of the Indians, are
indangerof pafling for a fic-
tion. But hath prejudice
any eves ? There is no fe-
curity againft its j udement,
and we fhould have been
careful not to fubmit this
work toit, if its empire had
been without bounds.

It feems needlefs to sive
notice, thatthe firfl letters of

Zilia
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Ziliawere tranflated by her~
felf: every one muft eafily
judge, that, being com-
pofed in a language, and
traced in manner equally
unknown to us, this collec-
tion could mnever have
reached us, if the fame
hand had not writ them
over in our tongue.

We owe this tranflation
to Zilia's leifure in her re-
treat: her complaifance in
communicatingto them the
chevalier Deterville, and the

permiflion
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permiflion he at laft obtajn -
ed to keep them, were the
means that conveyed them
into our hands.

It will eafily be feen, by
the faults of grammar and
negligence of ftile, that we
have been {crupuloufly care-
ful not to take away any
thing of the genuine {pirit
that reigns in this work.
We have been content with
fupprefiing (efpecially in
the firtt letters) a great

num-
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number of Oriental * terms
and comparifons, which
efcaped Zilia, though fhe
knew the French tongue per=
fectly well when {he tranf=
lated them : we have only
left fo many of them as
may fhew the neceffity of
retrenching the refit,

Wethought it pofiible alfo
to give a more intelligible

turn to certain metaphyﬁ~
cal

* The French editor here ufes Oriental for
lofty and fwelling, though the Peruvians,
with refpect to us, are certainly an Occiden-
tal people.




s o .
:I_-' £ Wih:.},.‘_;;ﬂ-_:-:_

ol
i
s

L4

[ Senil

cal ftrokes, which might
have appeared obfeure :
but this we have done with-
out changing the thought
itfelf, Thisis the only part
that the editor has had in
this fingular work.
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TO what the editor hath

already faid, the tran{-
lator begs leave juft toadd,
that, as he went thro’ his
rafk with peculiar pleafure,
e hopes he has done jui~
tice to a work which ap-
pears to him to have great
beauty in the original. The
Peruvian character, asfar as
we know it from hiftory,
joined to that of good fenfe,
inflexible virtue, tender
fentiments, and unchange-

able
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able affections, cannot be
more {irongly and natural-
ly painted than in the let-
ters of Zilia ; nor do we of-
ten {ee the progrefs of the
human mind fo correétly
and expreflively drawn as
in thefe letters.

To this edition are now
firft added the letters of
Aza; the advertifement
prefixed to them by the
French editor fliows by what
means they were ob-
tained. We f{hall only add

here,
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here, that by thefe letters
the hiftory of 4za and Zila

is rendered complete.

We prefume, moreover,
that in the force and turns
of paflion, in delicacy of
fentiment, 1n the variety of
incidents, in pertinent re-
flections, and in dignity,
propriety, and elegance of
expreflion, they will be
found nothing inferior to
the moft admired among
the letters of Zila.

AN
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A N
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION
O S TAHNE

PERUVIAN LETTERS.

HERE is no people the
i‘ knowledge of whofe origin
and antiquities is more con-
fined than that of the Peruvians.
Scarce do their annals contain the
hiftory of four centurics.
Mancocapac, according to tie tra-
dition of thefc people, was their
legiflator and their firlt Inca. The
fun, whom they call their father,
and regard as a god, touched they
b fav,

-
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fay, with that barbarity in whickh
they had for a long time lived, fent
them from heaven two of his chil-
dren, a fon and a daughter, who
were to give them laws, and to in-
duce them, by cultivating the earth
and raifing of cities, to become ratio-
nal beings.

It was therefore to Mancocapac,
and to his wife Coya Mama QOello
Huaco, that the Peruvians owed
thofe principles, thofe manners and
arts, by which they were made a
happy people : before avarice, iflu-
ing from a world of whofe exift-
ence they had no idea, brought
tyrants to their land, whofe barba-
rity was a difgrace to human na-
ture, and the peculiar infamy of the

age in which they lived.
~ 'The
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The particular fituation of the
Peruvians at the time the Spaniards
made their defcent, was the moft
favourable to the latter that can be
conceived. There had been for fome
time paft a report of an oracle which
had declared, ¢ That after a certain
number of kings reigns, their thould
arrive in that country a wonderful
fort of men, fuch as hal never
yet been feen, who fhould ufurp
their government, and deftroy their
religion.”

Though aftronomy was one of
the chief fciences among the Peru-
vians, they were yet as much fright-
ed by prodigies as other nations.
Three circles that were feen round
the moon; but efpecially certain
comets which then appeared; an
eagle purfued by other birds; the

b2 fea
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fea that overflowed its bounds; all
made the predictions of the oracle
to appear as infallable as they were
fatal.

The eldeft fon of the f{eventh
Incas, whofe name*, in the Peruvian
language, declared the fatality of
his fpeech, had formerly feen a
figure quite different from that of
the Peruvians. A robe covered the
{pectre quite to the feet; he had a
long beard, and was feated on an
unknown animal, which he govern-
cd. All this aftonifhed the young
prince, to whom the phantom de-
clared that he was defcended from
the fun, was the brother of Manco-

capac, and that he was called Vira-
cocha.

This

* Yahuarbuecac, which literally fignifies, Bloody
rears.
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This ridiculous ftory had been
unluckily preferved among the Peru-
vians, and when they faw the Spa-
niards with long beards, their limbs
covered, and mounted on animals
they had never before feen, they
took them to be the children of
Viracocha, who called himfelf the
offspring of the fun; and from
thence 1t came, that the ufurper
aflumed, by the ambafladors he fent
among them, the title of the de-
{cendant from the God they adored.

All things bowed before the con-
querors. Mankind are every where
the fame. The Spaniards were al-
moft generally acknowledged as a
kind of gods, whofe wrath was not
to be appeafed by the moft profufe

offerings, nor the moft akject humi-

liations.
The
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The Peruvians perceiving that the
horfes of the Spaniards champed
their bits, imagined that thofe trac-
able monfters, who partook of their
refpect, and perhaps their worthip,
were nourithed by that metal. They
therefore daily brought a vaft quan-
tity of gold and filver and laid it
before them, by way of offering.
We mention this circumftance mere-
ly to fhew the credulity of the
Peruvians, and the facility with
which the Spaniards were enabled
to fubdue them.

Whatever homage the Peruvians
might render the tyrants, they had
difplayed too much of their riches
ever to have any fort of indulgence
from them. A whole people, f{ub-
mifnve and fupplicating mercy,
were put to the {word. By the

violation
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violation of every law of humanity,
the Spaniards became abfolute maf-
ters of all the treafures of one of the
richeft dominions of the earth. De/~
picable wviclories | exclaimed Mon-
tagne, on recolieCting the vile objelt
of thefe conquefts. Never did am-
bition, adds he, never did public ani-
mofities urge mankind o perfecute
each other with fuch borrible boftili-

ties, or fuch deplorable calamities.
Thus did the Peruvians become
the woeful viGtims of an avariticus
people, who at firft gave no figns
but thofe of peace and even friend-
fhip. An ignorance of our vices,
and the fimplicity of their own
manners, threw them into the arms
of a bafe enemy. In vain had im-
mence tra@s of land and water {epa-
rated the cities of the fun from our
world,
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world, for they became our prey,
and even the moft precious part of
our dominions.

What a fight to the Spaniards
were the gardens of the temple of
the fun ! where the trees, fruits and
flowers were of folid gold, and work-
ed with an art unknown to Euro-
peans. The walls of the temple
itfelf lined with the fame metal: an
infinite number of . flatues covered
with precious ftones, and an im-
menfe quantity of other treafures,
till then unknown, dazzled the cop-
querors of that unhappy people, and
inade them forget, in the midft of
their cruelties, that the Peruvians
were men.

An analyfis of the manners of
ihiefe unfortunate people, equally
concife with that we have here

given
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given of their calamities, {hall finith
that introdu&tion which was thought
neceflary to the {ubfequent let-
ters.

The Peruvians were in general of
an ingenuous and humane difpo-
fition ; the attachment which they
had to their religion, made them
rigid obfervers of the laws, for they
regarded them as the work of Man-
cocapac, the fon of that luminary
which they adored.

Though the {un was the only
god to whom they erefted temples,
yet they acknowledged, as fuperior
to him, a God the Creator, whom
they called Pachacamac; and this
was with them the fupreme appel-
lation, was rarely pronounced, and
always accompanied with figns of
the mcft awful admiration. They

s Lad
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had moreover a great veneration for
the moon, which they' regarded as
the wife and fifter of the fun. They
confidered her alfo as the mother
of all things; but they believed, as
do all the Indians, that fhe would
caufe the diffolution of the world,
by falling upon the earth, and there-
by deftroying it. The thunder,
which they called Yalpor, and the
lightening, paffed among them as
minifters of juftice to the fun; and
this idea contributed not a little to
infpire them with that awful re-
fpect they had for the firft Spani-
ards, whofe fire arms they took to
be the inftruments of thunder.

The opinion of the immortality
of the foul was eftablithed among
the Peruvians. They {uppofed, as
do the greateft part of the Indians,

that

-
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that the foul went into fome un-
known regions, where it was re-
warded or punithed according to 1ts
merit.,

Gold, and all that was the moft
precious among them, compoied
the offerings which they made to
the fun. The Raymi was the princi-
pal feaflt of that god, to whom
they prefented a cup of mays, a kind
of ftrong liquor, which they were
okilful in extra&ing from one of
their plants, and of which they
diank even to imtoxication = after
their facrifices.

To the Temple of the Sun there
were a hundred doors. The reign-
ing Inca, whom they called Gapa
Inca, had the fole right of opening
thefe doors : and alfo to him alone

belonged the right of Peneu“m‘b
1nto
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into the interior parts of the tem-
ple.

The virgins, who were devoted to
Sun, were there educated, almoft
from their birta; and they there
preferved a perpetual virginity, un-
der the condu& of their marmas, or
governors ; unlefs when the law had
ordained any one of them to efpoufe
the Inca, who was always to
marry his fifter, or when he had no
fifter, the firft princefs of the blood,
who was a virgin of the Sun. Onpe
of the principal occupations of thefe
virgins was to prepare the diadems
for the Incas,of which a fort of fringe
compofed the only ornament.

This temple was decorated with
the difierent idols of nations who
had fubmitted to the Incas, after
they had been made to embrace

the
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the worfhip of the fun. The rich-
nefs of the metals, and of the pre-
cious ftones with which it was em-
bellifhed, gave it a magnificence and
fplendor worthy of that divinity to
whom it was confecrated.

The obedicnce and reverence of
the Peruvians for their king, was
founded on the beleif that the Sun
was the father of their monarchs ;
but their fidelity and affetion for
them was the fruit of the virtue
and cquitable government of the
Incas themfelves.

The youths of the country were
cducated with all that care which
the happy fimplicity of their morals
infpired. Subordination was there
fubmitted to with alacrity, be-
caufe they were early accuftomed to
it, and tyranny and pride had there

no
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no place. Modefty and mutua]
affection were the firft principles of
their education. Careful to correct
cach error in its infancy, they who
had the charge of their youth, either
fupprefled a rifing paflion, or turn-
ed it to the advantage of {ociety.
There are fome virtues which necef-
farily include many others. To
give an idea of thofe of the Peru-
vians, it is fuflicient to fay, that be-
fore the defcent of the Spaniards, it
paflfes for an indifputable fa&, that
no Peruvian was ever known to
utter a falfity,

The Amutas, or philofophers of
that nation, taught their youths the
difcoveries they had made in the
fciences. The Peruvians were yet
in the infancy of that fort of know-

ledge:

- ’ e — - -
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ledge: they were however in the
full vigor of happinefs.

This people had lefs information,
lefs knowledge, fewer arts than we
have, and yet they had fufficient to
provide them with every neceflary
of life. The quapas or quipos™ ferv-
ed them inftead of our writing.
Strings of cotton oF of guts, with
which other firings of different co-=
lours were united, reminded them,
by means of knots placed at certain
diftances, of things they defired to
remember. By the help of thefe
they preferved their annals, their
codes, their rituals &c. They had
alfo public officers whom they call-
ed Quipocamaios, tO the care of

whom

* The quipos of Pcru were alfo ia ufe with many

other nations of South America.
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whom their quipos were committed,
The finances, the disburfements, the
tributes, al} matters, all combina-
tons, were as eaiily regulated by
quipos, as they could have been by
writing.

The fage legiflator of Peru, Man-
cocapac, had inftituted the culture
of the earth as a facred right ; they
enjoyed their lands in common, and
the days of their labour were the
days of feftivity., Canals of g pro-
digious extent, diftributed every
where refrethment and fex'tiiity e )
what is fcarce credible, without any
inftrument of iron or fteel, but by
the mere force of labour, thefe peo-
ple were able to overthrow rocks,
and cut through the higheft moun-
tains, in order to ey sthes s
penduous aquadudts, or their public

ro.ds,
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roads, through every part of their
dominions.

The Peruvians knew as much of
geometry as was neceflary to mea-
fure and divide their lands. Phyfick
was there unknown as a fcience,
though they had fome medical fe-
crets which were practifed on par-
ticular occafions.

Garcilaffo reports, that they had
a fort of mufic, and even {fome kinds
of poctry. Their poets, whom they
called Iafavec, compofed a fpecies
of tragedy and comedy, which the
fons of the caciques*®, or the cura-
cast reprefented, during their fefti-

val

* The caciques were a fort of governors of pro-
vinces.

+ Sovereigns of a fmall territory. Thefe never
appeared before the incas and the queens, without
offering them a tribute of the curiofitics which the

province where they commanded produced.
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val times, before the incas and the
court,

Morality, and the knowledge of |
the laws neceflary to the welfare of
fociety, were therefore the only
{ciences in which the Peruvians ap-
pearto have been well skilled. « It
muft be allowed (fays an hiftorian*)
that they have made fuch great ad-
vances in the {cience of policy,
and have eftablithed fo folid an
ceconomy, that there will be found
but few nations who can boaft of
having excelled them in thefe mate
s Y

* Puffendorff, Introducion to hiftory.
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WRITTEN BY A

PERUVIAN LADY.

LSV BeEaR B

A ZA! my dear dza! the ciies of thy
tender Zilia, like a morning vapour,
exhale and are diffipated before they arrive
in thy prefence: in vain I call thee to my
fuccour ; in vain I expe& thy love to come,
and break the chains of my flavery: alas!
perhaps the misfortunes 1 am yet ignorant
of are the moft terrible ! perhaps thy woes
furpafs even mine !
The city of the Sun, delivered to the
fury of a barbarous nation, fhould make

B my
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my eyes overflow with tears ; but my grief,
my fears, my defpair, are for thee alone.

Dear foul of my life, what wert thou do-
ing 1n that frighttul tumult ? Was thy cou-
rage fatal or ufelefs to thee ? Cruel alter-
native! dcftracting anxiety ! O my dear
Azs, mayelt thou yet live in fafety, and
may I fink, if it be needful, under the ills
that opprefs me.

_Since the terrible moment (whichk thould
have been fnatched out of the chain of time,
and replunged into the eternal ideas) fince
the moment of horror wherein thefe impious
favages bore me away from the worfhip of
the {un, from myfelf,from thy love ; retained
in clofe captivity,deprived of all communica-
tion, ignorant of the language of thefe fierce
men 3 1 experience only the effects of mis-
fortune, without being able to difcover the
caufe of it.  Plunged in an abyfs of obfcu-
rity, my days refemble the moit dreadful
nights.

Far from being affected with my com-

plaints, my ravifhers are not touch’d even
with

!
|r
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| with my tears; equally deaf to my lan-
guage, and to the cries of my defpair.

What people are there fo favage as to be
unmoved at the figns of anguith? What
dreary defart could produce human beings
infenfible to the voice of groaning Nature ?
O the barbarians, favage mafters of the
thunder *, and of the power to extermi-
nate ; cruelty is the fole guide of their
actions. Aza! how wilt thou efcape their
fury ? Where art thou? in what fituation ?
If my life is dear to thee, inform me of thy
deftiny.

Alas! how is mine changed. Whence
can it be, that days, in themfelves fo like
one another, thould, with refpeét to me, have
fuch fatal differences ? Time rolls on, dark-
nefs fucceeds light, nothing in nature appears
out of order; but I, of late fupremely hap-
py, lo I am fallen into the horror of de-
fpair ! nor was there an interval to prepare
me for this fearful change.

& Alluding to the cannon,
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Thou knoweft, O delight of my hLeart,
that on that terrible day, that day for ever
dreadful, the triumphof our union was to have
fhone forth. Scarce did it begin to appear,
when impatient to execute a project which
my tendernefs had infpired me with in the
night, I ranto my Quipos*, and, taking
advantage of the filence which then reign-
ed in the temple, haftened to knot them,
in hopes that by their affiftance I might
render immortal the hiftory of our love and
cur felicity.

As I proceeded in my work, the under-
taking appeared to me lefs difficult: the
clue of innumerable threads by degrees
grew under my fingers a faithful painting
of our a&ions and our fentiments; as it
was heretofore the interpreter of our thoughts

during

# A great number of ftrings of different colours,
which the [udians ufe for want of writing, in account-
ing the pay of their troops, and the number of their
people.  Some authors pretend, that they make ufe of

them alfo to tranfinit to pofterity the memorable ac-
tions of their fn¢a’s,

{
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during the long intervals of our ablence
from each other. Wholly taken up with
my employment, 1 forgot how time pafled,
when a confufed noife awakened my fpirits,
and put my heart in a fiateer. I thought
the happy moment was arrived, and that
the hundred gates * were opening to give a
free paflage to the fun of my days: preci-
pitately I hid my Quipos under a lappet of
my robe, and ran to meet thec.

But how horrible was the fpetacle that
appeared before my eyes? The fearful idea
of it will never be effaced out of my me-
mory.

The pavement of the temple ftained with
blood ; the image of the fun trodden under
foot; our affrighted virgins flying before a
troop of furious foldiers, who maffacred all
that oppofed their paffage; our Mamas -
expiring under their wounds, their garments

ftill

* In the temple of the Suin were a Lundred gates,
which the Izca only had power to have opened.

4+ A kind of Governantes over the vrgins of the
Sun.
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ftill burning with the fire of the thunder
the groans of difmay, the cries of rage,
Ipreading dread and Lorror on every fide,
brought me at laft to a fenfe of my mifery,

Being returned to mylelf, I found that
by a natural, and almoft involuntary mo-
tion, I was got behind the altar, which 1
embraced. There I faw the barbarians pafs
by : T did not dare to give free paflage to
my panting breath, for fear it fhould co
me my life, I remarked, however, that
the effe®s of their cruelty abated at the
fight of the precious ornaments that over-
ipread the temple 5 that they feized thofe
whofe luftre ftruck them moft fenfibly ; and
that they even plucked off the plates of

gold that lined the walls, I judged that
" theft was the motive of their barbarity, and
that, to avoid death, my only way was to
conceal myfelf from their fight. I defign-
ed to have got out of the temple, to have
Been condudted to thy palace, to have de-
manded fuccour of the Copa Inca *, and an

afylum

* The general name of the reignin 3 ncas,
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afylum for my companions and me : bu: no
fooner did I attempt to flir, than I was ar-
refled. Oh my dear 4za ! then did I trem-
ble ! thefe impious men dared to lay their
hands upon the daughter of the fun.

Torn from the facred abode, dragged ig-
nominioufly out of the temple, I faw for the
firft time the threfhold of the celeftial gate,
whick I ought not to have pafled but with
the enfigns of royalty *. Inftead of the
flowers which fhould have been ftrewed un-
der my fect, I faw the ways covered with
blood and carnage : inftead of the honours
of the throne, which I was to have par-
taken of with thee; I find myfelf a flave
under the laws of tyranny, fhut up in an
obfcure prifon, the place that I occupy in
the univerfe is bounded by the extent of
my being. A mar, bathed with tears, re-
ceives my body fatigued by the torments
of my foul: But dear fupport of my life,

how

* The virgins confecrated to the Sun entered the
temple almoft as foon as born, and never caine out till
the day of their marriage.
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how light will all thefe evils be to me, if 1
can but learn that thou yet breatheft,

In the mid(t of this horrible delolation, I
know not by what happy chance I have
preferved my Quipos. 1 have them in pol-
feflion, my dear 4za, they are the treafure
of my heart, as they ferve to interpret
both thy love and mine - the fame knots
which fhall inform thee of my exiftence,
changing their form under thy hands, will
intruct me alfo in my deftiny, Alas! by
what way fhall T convey them to thee ? By
what addrefs can they be reftored to me
again > I am ignorant at prefent : but the
fame underftanding which taught us their
ufe, will fuggeft to us the means to deceive
our tyrants. Whoever the faithful Chagui *
may be that fhall bring thee this precious
depofit, I thall envy his happinefs. He will
tee thee, my dear Aza; and I would give
all the days allotted me by the fun to en-
Joy thy prefence one moment.

LB

* Mecflenger,
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T\v AY the tree of virtue, my dear Aza,
i for ever fpread its fhadow over the
pious citizen who received under my window
the myfterious tiffue of my thoughts, and
delivered it into thy hands. May Paca-
Camac + prolong his years, as the recom-
pence of his addrefs in conveying to me
divine pleafures with thy anfwer.

The treafures of love are open to me; I
draw from thence a delicious joy that ine-
briates my foul. While I unravel the fecrets
of thy heart, my own bathes itfclf’ in a fea
of perfumes. Thou liveft, and the chains
that were to unite us are not broken. So
much felicity was the cbject of my defires,
but not of my hopes.

Whiift I abandoned all thought of my-
felf, my fears for thee deprived me of all

Bjs plea-

4 The Creator God, move powerful than the Sun,
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pleafure.  ‘Thou reftoreft to me all that I
had loft. I tafte deep draughts of the f{weet
fatisfaction of pleafing thee, of being praif-
ed by thee, of being approved by him I
love. But, dear Aza, while I fwim in thefe
delighcs, 1 do not ferget that I owe to thee
what I am. As the rofe draws his brilliant

colours from the rays of the fun, fo the

charms which pleafe thee in my fpirit and
{fentiments are the benefits of thy luminous
oenius 3 nothing is mine, but my tender-
nefs.

If thou hadlt been an ordinary man, I
had remained in that ignorance to which
my fex 1s condemned; but thou, not the
flave of cuftom, haft broken the barrier, in
order to elevate me to thyfelf. Thou didit
not fuffer a being like thy own, to be con-
fined to the humble advantage of only giv-
ing life to thy polterity : it was thy pleafure
that our Amutas* fhould adorn my under-
ftanding with “their fublime intelligences.
But O light of my life, could I have re-

folved
* Jundian Philofophers,
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folved to abandon my tranquil ignorance,
and engage in the painful occupation of
ftudy, had it not been for the defire of
pleafing thee ? Without a defire to merit
thy efteem, thy confidence, thy refpect, by
virtues which fortify love, and which love
renders voluptuous, I had been only the
objeft of thy eyes; abfence would already
have effaced me out of thy remembrance,
But, alas ! if thou loveft me ftill, why
am I in flavery ? Cafting a look upcn the
walls of my prifon, my joy difappears, hor-
ror feizes me, and my fears are renewed.
They have not robbed thee of liberty, yet
thou comeft not to my fuccour : Thou haft
been informed of my f{ituation, and it is not
changed. No, my dear 4z2, among thofe
favage people, whom thou callet Spaniards,
thou art not fo free as thou imagineft thy-
felf. I behold as many figns of flavery in
the honours which they render thee, as in
my own captivity.
Thy goodnefs feduces thee ; thou thinkeft
the promifes, which thofe barbarians make
' thee
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thee by their interpreters, fincere, becaufe
thy own words are inviolable ; but I, who
underftand not their language, whom they
think not worthy to be deceived, behold
their attions,

Thy fubjeéts take them for gods, and join
their party. O my dear Aza, wretched the
people who are determined by fear ! Extri-
cate thyfelf from thy error, and fufpect the
falfe goodnefs of thefe foreigners. Aban-
don thy empire, fince the Incha Viracocha *
has predi¢ted its defltruction.

Redeem thy life and thy liberty at the
price of thy power, thy grandeur, and thy
treafures : the gifts of nature alone will then
remain to thee, and our days fhall pafs in
fafety.

Rich in the poffeflion of our hearts, great
by our virtues, powerful by cur modera-

tion,

* Viracocha was looked upon as a God, and the
Indians firmly believe that at his death he predicted
that the Spaniards fhould dethrone one of his defcen-
dants, '
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tion, we fhall in a cotrage enjoy the heaven,
the earth, and our mutual tendernefs.

Thou wilt be more a king in reigning
over my foul, than in doubting of the af-
fedtion of a people without number : my
fubmifiion to thy will fhall caufe thee to en-
joy, without tyranay, the undifputed right
of commanding. While I obey thee, I will
make thy empire refound with my joyous
fongs ; thy diadem * (hall be always the
work of my hands, and thou fhalt lofe no-
thing of royalty but the cares and fatigues.

How often, dear foul of my life, haft
thou complaired of the duties of thy rank?
How have the ceremonies, which accom-
panied thy vifits, made thee envy the lot
of thy fubjeéts ? Thy with was to live for
me only. Art thou now afraid to lofe fo
many conftraints ? Shall I be no more
that Zilia, whom thou preferredf’c to
thy empire ? I cannot entertain the

thought:

# The diadem of the Irca’s was 2 kind of frioge

wrought by the virgins of the Sun.
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thought : my heart is not changed, and why
fhould there be a change in thine ?

I'love; the fame .22 who reigned in my
heart the firft moment I {aw pim, is for ever
before me : continually do my thoughts
recall that happy day, when thy father, my
fovereign lord, gave thee for the firft time a
fhare of that power, referved for him only, of
entering the inner part of the temple*. Fancy
ftill figures to me the agreeable {pectacle of
our virgins, who, being there affembled,
reccived a new luftre from the admirable
order that reigns among them: {o in a gar-
den we fee the arrangement of the fineft
flowers add a brilliancy to their beay ty.

‘Thou appearedft in the midft of us like
a rifing fun, whofe tender light prepares
the ferenity of a fine day : the fire of thy
eyes overfpread our cheeks with the bluthes
of modefty, and our looks were held cap-
tive in fweet confufion : thy eyes, at the

fame

* The reigning Trea alone has a right to enter intg
the temple of the Sun,
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! fame time, fhot forth a brilliant joy 5 for
! never before had they met fo many beauties
| together. The Capa-Tuca was the only man
| we had tll then feen. Aftonithment and
| filence reigned on every fide. 1 know not
} what were the thoughts of my companions :
'} but the fentiments that attacked my own
| heart, who can exprefs ? For the firlt time I
! Thad the united fenfe of trouble, inquictude,

and pleafure. Confufed with the agitations

of my foul, I was going to hide mylelf from
thy fight: but thou turnedft thy {teps to-
wards me, and I was retained by refpect,
O my dear Aza, the remembrance of this
frt moment of my happinefs will be al-
ways dear to me. The found of thy voice,
like the melodious chanting of our hymns,
conveyed into my veins taat {foft tremor,
and holy refpect, which is infpired by the
prefence of the divinity.

Trembling, difmay’d, my timidity had
taken from me even the ufe of my fpeech’
but, embolden’d at lalt by the foftnefs of
thy words, 1 dared to lift up my looks to-

wards
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wards thee, and meet thine. No, death it- |

felf fhall never efface from my memory the
tender movements of our fouls at this meet-
ing, and how in an inftant they were blend-
ed together.

If we could doubt of our original, my
dear Aza, this glance of light would have
deftroyed our uncertainty. What other
principle, but that of fire, could have tranf-
mitted betwixt us this lively intelligence of
hearts, which was communicated, fpread,
and felt with an inexplicable rapidity ?

I was too ignorant of the effects of love,
not to be deceived by it. With an 1Imagi-
nation full of the fublime theology of our
Cucipatas *, 1 took the fire which animated
me for a divine agitation ; [ thought the
Sun had manifefted to me his will by thee
his organ, that he chofe me for his feleGed
fpoufe! I fighed in rapture :—but after thy
departure, examining my heart, I found
there nothing but thy image.

What

* Priefts of the Sun.
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What a change, my dear Aza, did thy
prefence make in me! All objects appeared
to me new, and it feemed as if I now faw
my fellow virgins the firft time. How did
their beauty brighten! 1 could not bear
their prefence, but, retiring afide, gave way
to the anxiety of my foul, when one of
them came to waken me out of my reverie,
by giving me frefh matter to heighten 165
fhe informed me, that, being thy neareft
relation I was deftined to be thy wife, as
foon as my age would permit that union.

I was ignorant of the laws of thy em-
pire * ; but, after I had feen thee, my heart
was too much enlightened not to have the
idea of happinefs in an union with thee,
Far, however, from knowing the whole
extent of this unicn, and accuftomed to the
facred name of Spoufe of the Sun, my hopes
were bounded to the feeing of thee daily,

the

* The laws of the Indians obliged the Iucas to
marry their fifters; and when they had nene, to take
the firlt princefs of the blood of the Jucas that was
a virgin of the Sun.
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the adoring of thee, and offering my vows
to thee, as to that divinity.

Thou, my amiable Aza, thou thyfelf
filledft up the meafure of my delight, by
informing me that the auguft rank of thy
wife would affociate me to thy heart, to thy
throne, to thy glory, to thy virtues; that I
thould inceffantly enjoy thofe fo precious
converfations, thofe converfations fo fhort
In proportion to cur defires, which would
adorn my mind with the perfections of
thy foul, and add to my fclicity the delici-
ous hope of being hereafter a happinefs to-
thee.

O my dear Aza, how flattering to my
heart was tha: impatience of thine, {o often
exprefled on account of my youth, which
retarded our union! How long did the
courfe of two years appear to thee, and yet:
how fhort was their duration! Alas! the
fortunate moment was arrived | What faca-
lity rendered it fo woeful 2 What God was
it who punifhed innocence and virtue in
this manner ? or, what infernal power fepa-

rated
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rated us from ourfelves ? Horror {eizes me,
—my heart is rent,—my tears bedew my
work., Aza! my dear Aza!

Ls BT #FEx R TIN

T is thou, dear light of my foul, it is
thou who calleft me back to life. Would
I preferve it, if I was not {ure that death,
by a fingle ftroke, would mow down thy
days and mine ? I touched the moment in
which the fpark of divine fire, wherewith
the fun animates our being, was going to
expire. Laborious nature was already pre-
paring to give another form to that portion
of matter which belonged to her in me: I
was dying ; thou waft lofing for ever half
of thyfelf, when my love reftored my life,
which I now facrifice to thee. But how can
I inform thee of the furprifing things that
have happened to me? How fhall T call
back ideas that were confufed even when I
rcceived them, and which the time that 1s
fince pafled renders ftill lefs intelligible ?
Scarcely,
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Scarcely, my dear Aza, had I entrufted 1.

ovr faithful Chagui with the laft tiffue of '1
iny thoughts, when I heard a great motion
in our habitation : about midnight two of
my ravifhers came to hurry me out of my
gloomy retreat, with as much violence as
they had employed in fhatching me from
the temple of the Sun.

Though the night was very dark, they
made me travel fo far, that, finking under
the fatigue, they were obliged to carry me
into a houfe, which I could perceive, not-
withftanding the obfcurity, it was exceed-
ing difficult to get into.

I was thruft into a place more ftrait and
inconvenient than my prifon had been. Ah, |
my dear Aza! could I perfuade thee of
what I do not comprehend myfelf, if thou
wert not affured that a lie never fullied the
lips of a child of the Sun* ?

This houfe, which 1T judged to be very
great by the quantity of people it contain-
ed, was not fixed to the ground, but being

.!|
i
1

as

* It pafles for certain that no Peruvian ever lied, ‘
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as it were fufpended, kept in a continual
I balancing motion.

O light of my mind, Ticaiviracocha fhouid
have filled my foul like thine with his di-
vine {cience, to have enabled me to com-
prehend this prodigy. All that I know of
it is, that this dwelling was not built by a
being friendly to mankind : for fome mo-
ments after I had entered it, the continual
motion of it, joined to a noxious {mell,
made me fo violently ill, that I am furpriz-
ed I did not die of the malady. This was
the beginning only of my pains.

A pretty long time paffed, and I had no
confiderable fuffering, when one morning
I was frighted out of fleep by a noife more
hideous than that of Yu/pa. Our habitation
received fuch fhocks as the earth will ex-
perience, when the moon by her fall fhall
reduce the univerfe to duft *, The cries of
human voices, joined to this wild uproar,

rendered

* The Indians believe that the end of the world

will be brought about by the fall of the moon upoi
the earth.
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rendered it {till more frightful. My fenfes,
feized with a fecret horror, conveyed to. my
foul nothing but the idea of deftruétion,
not of mylfelf only, but of all nature. I
thought the peril univerfal ; I trembled for
thy life: my dread grew at laft to the ut-
moft excefs, when I faw a company of men
in fury, with bloody countenances and
cloaths, ruth tumultuoufly into my cham-
ber. I could not fupport the terrible fpec-
tacle; my ftrength and underftanding left
me: {till am I ignorant of the confequence
of this terrible event.  But when I recover-
ed, T found myfelf in a pretty handfome
bed, furrounded by feveral favages, who
were not, however, any of the cruel Spa-
niards.

Canft thou imagine to thyfelf my furprize,
when I found myfelf in a new dwelling, *a-
mong new men, without being able to com-
prehend how this cahnge could be brought
about ? I fhut my eyes, the better to recol-
lect myfelf, and be affured whether I was

alive,

)

I
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L alive, or whether my foul had not quitted

I my body to pafs into unknown regions *,
I confefs to thee, dear idol of my heart,
4 that, fatigued with an odious life, difheart-
. fened at fuffering torments of every kind,
! prefled down under the weight of my hor-
' rible deftiny, T regarded with indifference
: the end of my being which I felt approach-
! ing : I conftantly refufed all the {uftenance
§ that was offered me, and in a few days was
: on the verge of the fatal term, which I be-

" held without regret.

The decay of my ftrength annihilated my
' fentimeints : already my enfeebled imagina-
! tion rececived no images but like thofe of a
! flight defign traced by a trembling hand;
! already the objects which had moft affected
" me, excited in me only that vague fenfation
¢ which we feel when we indulge to an
| indeterminate reverie: almoft I was no more,
. This ftate, my dear 424, is not {o uneafy
as

% The Indians believe that the foul, after death,
ligoes into unknown places, to be there recompenled oF
¥ punithed according tao its deferts.




 woq ]

as it is thought. At a diftance it frightens

us, becaufe we think of it with all our #/=

powers : when it is arrived, enfeebled by

the gradations of pain which conduct us to #u

it, the decifive moment appears only as the
moment of repofe. A natural propeafity
which carries us towards futurity, even that
futurity which will never exift for us, re-

animated my fpirit, and tranfported it into | ¢
thy palace. I thought I arrived there at |
the inftant when thou hadft received the |
news of my death. I reprefented to myfelf |

thy pale disfigured image, fuch as lily ap-
pears when fcorched by the burning heat of
noon. Is the moft tender love then fome-
times barbarous ? I rejoiced at thy grief,
and excited it by forrowful adieus. I found
a fweetnefs, perhaps a pleafure, in diffufing
the poifon of regret over thy days ; and the

fame love which rendered me cruel, tore

my heart by the horror of thy pains. At
laft, awaken’d as from a profound fleep, pe-
netrated with thy agony, trembling for thy

life,
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life, I called for help, and again beheld
the light. b7

Shall I fee thee again, thou, the dear ar-
biter of my exiftence ? Alas! who can afiure
me of it. I know not where I am : perhaps
it is far diftant from thee ! But fhould we be
feparated by the immenfe fpaces inhabited
by the children of the Sun, the light cloud

of my thoughts fhall hover inceffantly about
thee.

LETTER: IV,

“fHA'rEVER the love of life be, my
dear Aza, pains diminifh, defpair
extinguifhes it. The contempt in which
nature feems to hold our being, by aban-
doning it to defpair, fhocks us at firft:
afterwards, the impoflibility of working our
deliverance proves fuch an humbling cir-
cumftance, that it leads us to a difguflt of
ourfelves, i
I live no longer in, nor for, _trf)y-felf :
every inftant in which I breathe, is a facri-

C fice
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fice which I make to thy love, and from
day to day it becomes more painful. If
time bring fome folace to the ills that con-
fume me, far from clearing up my prefent
condition, it feems to render it more ob-
fcure. Al that furrounds me'i¢' unknown,
all “is new, all ‘engages my curiofity,
and nothing can fatisfy it.  In vain I em-
ploy ‘my attention and efforts to underftand
or be underftood ; both are equally impof-
fible to me. Wearied with-{o many fruit-
lefs pains, I thought to dry up the fource
of them, by depriving my eyes of the im-
preffions they receive from objects. I, per-
fifted for fome time in keeping them " thut :
but the voluntary darknefs, to which I con-
demned myfelf ferved only to relieve my
modeﬁy offended continually ‘at the pre-
fence of thefe men, whofe officious kmd-
nefles are fo many torments, my "~ foul was
not the lefs agltated fhut up ‘I’ myfelf;
my mquletudes were not the lefs fharp, and
the deﬁre to exprefs them was the more

lent. " “On the other hand the nnpomblhty
of

e e — i
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of making myfelf underftood, fpread an
anguifh over my organs, which is not lefs
infupportable than the pains which a more
apparent reality would caufe. How cruel
is this fituation ?

Alas! I thought I had begun to under-
ftand fome words of the favage Spaniards ;
I found fome agreement with our auguft
language ; I flattered myfelf that in a fhort
time I fhould come to explain myfelf with
them. ' Far from finding the fame advan-
tage among my new tyrants, they exprefs
themfelves with fo much rapidity that I
cannot even diftinguifh the inflexions of
their voice. All circumftances make me
judge that they are not of the fame nation ;
and by the difference of their manners and
apparent character, one eafily divines that
Pachacamac has diftributed to them in great
difproportion the elements of which he
formed human kind. The grave and fierce
air of the firft fhews that they are compofed
of the fame matter as the hardeft metals.
Thefe feem to have fliped out of the hands

Co2 of
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of the creator the moment he had colleted
together only air and fire for their formation.
The fcornful eyes the gloomy and tranquil
mein of the former, fhewed fufficiently that
they were cruel in cold blood ; which the
inhumanity of their actions has too well
proved. The fmiling countenance of the
latter, the fweetnefs of their looks, a certain
hafte in all their aions, which feems to be
a hafte of good-will, prevents me in their
favour, but I remark contradictions in their
condué& which fufpends my judgment.
Two of thefe favages feldom quit the
fides of my bed : one, which I guefs to be
the Cacigue * by his air of grandeur, feems
to fhew me, in his way, a great deal of
refpet : the other gives me part of the af-
fiftance which my malady requires ; but
his goodnefs is fevere, his fuccours are
cruel, and his familiarity imperious.
The moment when, recovered from my
fit, I found myfelf in their power, this lat-
| ter

® Cacique is 2 kind of governor of a province.
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ter (for 1 have obferved him wel) more
bold than the reft, would take me by the
hand, which I drew away with inexpreflible
confufion. He fecemed to be furprized at
my refiltance, and without any regard to my
modefty, took hold of it again immediately.
Feeble, dying, and fpeaking only fuch
words as were not underftood, could I hin-
der him ? He held it, my dear Aza, as long
as he thought proper ; and fince that time,
I am obliged to give it him mylelf feveral
times every day, in order to avoid fuch dif-

putes as always turn to my difadvantage.
This kind of ceremony* feems to me a
fuperftition of thefe people: they imagine
they find fomething there which indicates
the nature of a diftemper; but it muft
doubtlefs be their own nation that feel
the effeCts of it: for I perceive none; I
fuffer continually by an inward fire that
confumes me, and have fcarce ftrength
enough left to knot my Quipos. In this
occupation I employ as much time as my
weaknels

* The Indians have no knowledge of phyfick,




[ 30 ]
weaknefs will permit me : the knots, which
ftrike my fenfes, feem to give more reality
to my thoughts: the kind of refemblance
which I imagine they have with words,
caufes an illufion which deceives my pain:
I think I fpeak to thee, tell thee of my
love, afiure thee of my vows and my ten-
dernefs : the fweet error is my fupport, and
my life.  If the excefs of my burthen ob-
liges me to interrupt my work, I groan at
thy abfence. Given up thus intirely to my
tendernefs, there is not one of my moments
which belongs not to thee.

Alas ! what other ufe can I make of
them ? O my dear Azz ! if thou wert not
the mafter of my foul ; if the chains of love
did not bind me infeparably to thee
plunged in an abyfs of obfcurity, could I
turn my thoughts away from the light of
my life? Thou art the fun'of my days;
though enlighteneft them; thou prolongeft
them, and they are thine. ‘Thou cherifheft
me, and I fuffer myfelf to live, What

wilt

-

|
|
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wilt thou do for me? Thou loveft me,
and I have my reward.

LETTITER VY.
H AT havel fuffered, my dear

Aza, fince 1 confecrated to thee
my laft knots ! The lofs of my Quipos was
yet wanting to complete my pains: but
when my officious perfecutors perceived
that work to' augment my diforder, they
deprived me of the ufe of them.

At laft they have reftored to me the
treafure of my tendernefs 3 but with many
tears did I purchafe it.  Only this expref-
fion of my fentiments had I remaining, the
mere forrowful confolation” of painting my
arief to thee: and could I lofe it, and not
defpair ?

My ftrange deftiny has fnatched from
me even the relief which the unhappy find
" in fpeaking of their pains. ~One is apt to
think there is pity when one is heard, and
from the participation of {orrow arifes fome

com-
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comfort : I cannot make myfelf underftood,
and am furrounded with gaiety.

I cannot even enjoy that new kind of
entertainment to which the inability of com-
municating my thonghts reduces me. En-
vironed with importunate perfons, whofe
attentive looks difturb the compofed follici-
tude of my foul, I forget the fairelt prefent
which nature has made us, the power to
render our ideas impenetrable without the
concurence of our will. I am fometimes
afraid that thefe curious favages difcover
the difadvantageous reflections with which [
am infpired by the odnefs of their conduct.

One moment deftroys the opinion which
another had given me of their charalter:
for if I am fwayed by the frequent oppofi-
tion of their wills to mine, I cannot doubt
but they believe me their flave, and that
their power is tyrannical.

Not to reckon up an infinite number of
other contradi¢tions, they refufe me, my
dear Aza, even the neceflary  aliments for

the fuftenance of life, and the liberty of
chufing
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chufing what place I would lie in: they
keep me, by a kind of vielence, in the bed,
which is become infupportable to me.

On the other fide, if I refle&t on the ex-
treme concern they have fhewn for the pre-
fervation of my days, and the refpect with
which the fervices they render me are accom-
panied, 1 am tempted to believe that they
take me for a fpecies fupericr to human
kind.

Not one of them appears before me
without bending his body, more or lefs, as
we ufed to do in worfhiping the Sun. The
Cacigue feems to attempt to imitate the cere-
monial of the Jucas on the days of Raymi*
he kneels down very nich my. bed fide, and
continues a confiderable time in that painful
pofture : fometimes he keeps filent, and,
with his eyes caft down, feems to think
profoundly : I fee in his countenance that

€ 5 re-

*The Raymi was the principal feaft of the Sun, when
the Jucas and priefts adored him on their knces.
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refpectful confufion which the great name*
infpires us with when fpoken aloud. If he
finds an opportunity of taking hold of my
hand, he puts his mouth to it with the fame
veneration that we have for the facred dia-
dem+t. Sometimes he utters a great num-
ber of words, which are not at all like the
ordinary language of his nation: the found
of them is more foft, more diftin&, and
more harmonious. He joins to this that
air of concern which is the forerunner of
tears, thofe fighs which exprefs the neceffi-
ties of the foul, the moft plaintive aétion,
and 2ll that ufually accompanies the defire
of obtaining favours ! Alas! my dear Aza,
if he knew me well, if he was not in fome
error with regard to my being, what prayer
could he have to addrefs to me ?

Muft

* The great name was Pachacamac, which they
ipoke but feldom, and always with great figns of adora-
tion.

+ They kiffed the diadem of Masncocapac in the fame
manner as the Roman Catholicks kifs the relicks of
their f2ints.
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Muit they not be an idolatrous nation ? 1
have not yet feen any adoration paid by them
to the Sun : s perhaps they make women the
object of their worfhip. Before the great
Menco-capac® brought down to earth the
will of the Sun, our anceftors deified what-
ever ftruck them with dread or pleafure :
perhaps thefe favages feel thefe two fenti-
ments with regard to women.

But if they adore me, ‘would they add to
my misfortuhes the” hideous conftraint in
which they keep me? No ; they - would
endeavour to pleafe me’; they would obey
the tokens of my will: T fhould be free,
and releafed from this odious habitation : I
fhould go in fearch' of the mafter of my
foul, one of whofe looks ‘would efface the
memory of all thefe misfortunes.

* The firlt Legiflator of the Indians, Secthe hif-
tory of the Incas,

EET.
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W HAT an horrible furprize, my dear

Aza ! how are our woes augment-
ed! how deplorable is our condition! our
evils are without remedy: I have only to
tell thee of them, and to die.

At laft they have permitted me to get
up, and with hafte I availed myfelf of the
liberty. I drew myfelf to a fmall window,
which I opened with all the precipitation
that my curiofity infpired. What did I
fee ? Dear love of my life, I fhall not find
expreflions to paint the excefs of my afto-
nithment, and the incurable defpair that
feized me, when I difcovered round me no-
thing but that terrible element, the very
fight of which makes me tremble.

My firft glance did but tco well inform
me what occafioned the troublefome mo-
tion of our dwelling. I am in one of thofe
floating houfes. which the Spawiards made

ufe
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ufe of to arrive at our unhappy countries,
and of which a very imperfett defcription
had been given me.

Conceive, dear Aza, what difmal 1deas
entered my foul with this fatal knowledge.
I am certain that they are carrying me from
thee : I breathe no more the fame air, nor
do T inhabit the fame element. Thou wilt
ever be ignorant where I am, whether I
love thee, whether I exift; even the <iffo-
Jution of my being will not appear an
event confiderable enough to be conveyed
to thee. Dear arbiter of my days, of what
value will my life be to thee hereafter ?
Permit me to render to the divinity an n-
fupportable benefit, which I can no more
enjoy : T fhall not fee thee again, and 1 will
live no longer.

In lofing what T love, the univerfe is an-
nihilated to me: it is now nothing but a
vaft defart, which I fill with the cries of my
love. Hear them, dear objet of my ten-
dernefs 3 be touched with them, and fuffer
me to die !

‘W hat
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What error feduces me? My dear Az,
it is not thou that makeft me live : it is ti-
mid Nature, which fhuddering with horror,
lends this voice, more powerful than its
own, to retard an end which to her is always
formidable :——but it is over ;——the moft
ready means fhall deliver me from her re-
grets.

Let the fea for ever fwallow up in its
waves my unhzppy tendernefs, my life, and
my defpair.

Receive, moft unfortunate Aza, receive
the laft fentiments of my heart, which never
admitted but thy image, was willing to live
but for thee, and dies full of thy love. I
love thee, I think it, T feel it tll, and I
tell it thee for the laft time |

LET-

|
|
|
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Z A, thou haft not loft all: I breathe,
and thou reigneft ftill in one heart.
The vigilance of thofe who watch me de-
feated my fatal defign, and I have only the
fhame left of having attempted its execu-
tion. It would be too long to inform thee of
the circumftances of an enterprize that
failed as foon as it was projected. Should
I have dared ever to lift up my eyes to thee,
if thou had been a witnefs of my paflion ?
My reafon, fubjected to defpair, was no
longer a fuccour to me: my life feemed to
me worth nothing : T had forgot thy love.
How cruel is a cool temper after fury!
how different are the points of fight on the
fame obje@s! In the horror of defpair fero-
city is taken for courage, and the fear of
fuffering for firmnefs of mind, Let a look,
a {ur-
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a furprize call us back to ourfelves, and

we find that weaknefs only was the princi-
ple of our heroifm ; that repentance is the
fruit of it,. and contempt the recompence.

The knowledge of my fault is the moft

fevere punifhment of it.  Abandoned to the
bitternefs of repentance, buried under the
veil of fhame, I hold myfelf at a diftance,
and fear that my body occupies too much
fpace: I would hide it from the light : my
tears flow in- abundance ; my grief is calm,
not a figh expires, though I am quite given
up to-it. Can I do. too much to. expiate
my crime ? It was againft thee.

In vain, for two days together, thefe be-
neficent favages have endeavoured to make
me a partaker of the joy that tranfports
them. I am in continual doubt what can
be the caufe of this joy;. but, even if I
knew it better, I fhould not think myfelf
worthy to fhare in their feftivals. Their
dances, their jovial exclamations, a red Ili-

quor

ks
i..ﬁ"w-'a

|
|
|
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|
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quor like Mays*, of which they drink abun-
dantly, their eagernefs to view the fun
wherever they can perceive him, would fully
convince me that their rejoicings were in
honour of that divine luminary, if the con-
du@ of the Cacique was conformable to that
of the reft.

But, far from taking part in the publick
joy, fince the fault I committed, he interefts
himfelf only in my forrow. His zeal 1S
more refpe&tful, his cares are more affidu-
ous, and his attention is more exaét and
curious,

He underftood that the continual prefence
of the favages of his train about me, was
an addition to my affliGtion ; he has deli-
vered me from their troublefome officiouf-
nefs, and I have now fcarcely any but his

to fupport.
Wouldft

* Mays is a plant whereof the Judians make a very
ftrong and falutary drink, which they offer to the Sun
on feftival days, and get drunk with after the facrifice
is over. See Hiflory of the Incas. Vol. 1l
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Wouldft thou believe it, my dear 4za, .

there are fome moments in which I feel a
kind of fweetnefs in thefe mute dialogues ;
the fire of his eyes recalls to my mind the
1mage of that which I have feen in thine :
the fimilitude is fuch that it feduces my
heart. Alas that this illufion is tranfient,
and that the regrets which follow it are du-
rable! they will end only with my life,
fince 1 live for thee alone.

LET.

.
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LETTER VIIL

W HEN a fingle objet unites all our
) thoughts, my dear 4za, we inte-
s\ reft ourfelves no farther in events thanas we
! fnd them affimilated to our own' cafe. If
4! thou waft not the only mover of my foul,
| could I have paffed, as I have juft done,
from the horror of defpair to the moft flat-
tering hope ? The Cacique had before feve-
ral times in vain attempted to entice me to
that window, which I now cannot look at
without fhuddering. At laft, prevailed on
by frefh follicitations, I fuffered myfelf to
be conduéted to it. Oh, my dear Aza, how
well was I'recompenced: for my complai-
fance ! '

By an incomprehenfible miracle, in mak-
ing me look through a kind of hollow
cane, he fhewed me the earth at a diftance g
whereas, without the help of this wonderful

machine, my eyes could not have reached it.
At
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At the fame time, he made me under- «
ftand by figns, (which begin to grown fa- -
miliar to me) that we were going to that |
land, and that the fight of it was the only
caufe of thofe rejoicings which I took for a
facrifice to the fun,

I was immediately fenfible of all the be- -
nefit of this difcovery : Hope, like a ray of 1
light, glanced direétly to the bottom of
my heart.

They are certainly carrying me to this
land which they have fhewn me, and
which is evidently a part of thy empire,
fince the Sun there fheds his beneficent
rays*., - I am no longer in the fetters of the
cruek Spaniards : ‘Who then fhall hinder my
returning under thy laws ?

Yes, my dear A4za; 1 go.to be reunited
to what I love: my love, my reafon, my
defires, all affuire me of it. I fly into thy

_ — = - =
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arms;

® The Indians know not our hemifphere, and'
belicve that the fun enhghtens only the land of his
children.
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