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To avoid too much abridgment of this important Voyage, we have
preferred to extend it to two parts, and have closed the year 1816
with the first part. The next part, to appear on the First of Novem-
ber, will contain the conclusion of Capt. Kotzebue's Voyage, together
with the highly interesting Narrative of M. Chamisso, the Nuturalist,
and a Translation of some of the valuable Memoirs with which the
German original is terminated.

M. NECKER DE SAUSSURE'sS recent Travels in Scotland and
the Hebrides, will appear on the First of December,
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KOTZEBUE'S

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

Janvary 22d, 1815.—Tuis afternoon, at threc o’clock, 1
bade farewell to my native town, Revar, and proceeded on
my journey to Abo, at the head of my crew, consisting of
Lieut. KorpinkoFF and twenty sailors.” I had been permitted
by government to pick out the best men, as more volunteers
than I wanted offered to venture everything with me. The
men were in excellent spirits, singing and playing till we arrived
at the halting-place.

On the 3 1st of January we arrived at St. Petersburg, when [
gave my men some days’ rest. Here Lieut. Schischmaref,
whom I had sclected for this expedition, joined us; and here
I paid my respects to the patron of the undertaking, Count
RuMANzoFF, who treated me with kindness and distinction,
which increased mv courage against all impending difficulties.

On the 17th of February we left St. Petersburg, and, after a
severe march, arrived in Abo on the 19th. Here I, as well as
my officers and poor sailors, were quartered in some small de.
cayed huts, where there had been no fire during the whole
winter, and which seemed to have been used for fowl-roosts.
In vain I expostulated with our landlord ; he shrugged up his
shoulders, saying, ¢¢ For Russians, they are good enough ;”” and
it was not till some weeks after that we obtained better
quarters,

Here our ship, named Rurick, was building ; and, till the
11th of May, we had nothing to do but to inspect the progress
of the work.  On that day she was Jaunched, after having been
consecrated by a Russian clergyman. ‘The war-flag was then
dipped into the water, under the sound of kettle-drums and
trumpets, and the shouts of thousands, This flag, I must here
observe, the emperor had granted me on my representing that
4 voyage of discovery under the merchant’s flag might be ex-
posed to inconveniences and even impediments,

Vovaces, Vol V1. B




R Kotzebue’s Poyage round the IWorld.

On the 23d of May we sailed from Abo for Reval, }v_lnere we
arrived on the 2fth, = Here we took in our stock of spirits, and
Capt. Krusenstern brought me the necessary astronomical 1n-
struments, together with two chronometers, that had been
made in England expressly for this expedition, and.on which,
therefore, as is proved by the sequel, we could perfectly rely.

On the 16th of June, we sailed from Reval, and on the 18th
moored in the road of Cronstadt, in the harbour of which city

we completed our preparations for the voyage. .
July 271th.—The ship is now in complete order, and vic-

tualled for two years. We shall leave the harbour to-day. Dr.
EscuscroLTz and the draughtsman, CHoris, who are to accom-
pany us on our voyage, are expected on-board by to-morrow.
Our whole crew consists of two lieutenants, (Lieut. ZAcHARIN
has taken the place of Lieut. Korpinkorr, who remained ill in
Reval), three mates, two non-commissioned ofhicers, twenty
sailors, the physician, and the draughtsman. In Copenbagen,
we are expected by Messrs, Cuamisso and WorMskLoID, who
are to accompany us as naturalists.

On the 23d of July Count Rumanzoff,accompanied by Capt.
Krusenstern, came on-board, and were soon followed by Adm,
MovLLER, commander-in-chief of Cronstadt and Adm. KoroBkA.
T'he Count was well pleased with the ship, which, however, he
thought too small, it being only of 180 tons; but a ship of
so small asize had the advantage that we might get very near
the coast for the purpose of surveying. The internal arrange-
ment is very comfortable for the officers as well as the men, hav-
ing allotted imucli space to them,from a conviction that on this the
health of the whole crew very much depends. 'T'he Aurick has
two masts and eight guns, viz. two three-pounders, two eight-
pounders, and four twelve-pounders  When the Count, after
having taken leave of us, had left the ship, we saluted him with
thirteen shots and three cheers.

At five o’clock in the morning, on the 30th July, we left
Cronstadt with a fresh breeze ifromn N.E.; and on the 9th of
August we dropped anchor in the roads of Copenliagen, oppo-
site the fort. On the same day, 1 was introduced to Messrs,
Chamisso and Wormskloid, who I requested would get their
luggage on-board as soon as possible, as the advance of the
season would not admit of delay.

On the 15th of August we were visited by the Russian and
several of the foreign ambassadors, and Adm. LEweNER, all of
whom expressed their satisfaction at the arrangement of the ship.
Knowing, from experience, the ditliculty in the office of cook in
hot climates, Ilooked out here for one who had already made
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the voyage to the East Indies. I found a West Indian, who
I engaged, and who has happily survived the voyage, although
he had been constantly exposed to the heat of the fire, even
under the equator.

At four o’clock in the morning of the 17th of August we left
Copenhagen, but, the wind having sprung round to the west,
we were obliged to drop anchor at eight, before Helsingor. In
Copenhagen I found that my chronometers had much altered
since 1 left Cronstadt. In St. Petersburg they had been observed
by the astronomer ScHuBERT, who found, on the 20th July, the
chronometer Hardy was too late, by the mean tine, by 2h. &
39".54; the daily loss 2' 18" of chronometer Baraud, by
mean time too soon 3h. 20 317.6; gained daily 8G". In
Copenhagen we found that Baraud’s lost 187, and Hardy’s 21“.
Such a variation made me doubt their accuracy, but I afterwards
found that I had no reason to complain of them,

Irrom Copenhagen to Plymouth.—Onthe 18th we had a storm
in the night. On the 19th, at ten in the morning, the wind
blew from the south, and we sailed in company with a number
of merchantmen.

On the 1st of September we sailed through the straits of
Dover, and on the 7th we dropped anchor before Plymouth,
in Chathwater. T had selected this port, because with a fresh
wind we might have reached the ocean in one day.

I immediately waited on Admiral Morley, the port-admiral,
who promised me every assistance. I also saw the Russian
consul, Mr. HAWKER, for whose exertions in providing me with
every necessary ariicle, I feel much indebted.

On the §th I obtained permission of the admiral to bring my
instruments to Mount Batten, On the following day we erected
a tent there, and set about regulating our watches. On the 15th
I received a life-boat which the British government had des-
tined for the Rurick. 1t was too large for our ship, and the
whole crew could scarcely lift it upon deck ; for which reason I
was obliged to leave it in Kamtschatka.

On the 25th we heaved anchor ; but we had not left the bay
before the wind changed into S.W. With difficulty we got out
of the bay ; but in the night we had a violent storm, which did
much damage to our tackling, and one of our best men was se-
verely hurt, At day-break we found ourselves at the entrance
of the bay, and we anchored again on the same spot which we
bad left the day before. Here we quickly repaired our damages,
and sailed again on the 30th, with a northerly wind. We had
scarcely left the bay, when it sprung round, into S.W. and,
furning again into a storm, 1 was compelled to enter the bay
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third time, when we anchored behind the new pier. At last, a
constant northerly wind arose on the 4th of October, and at ten
o’clock in the morning we were under full sail. Chronemeter
Baraud loses 2”.5, and Hardy 49".0.

From Plymouth to Teneriffe.—On the 6th we entered the
Atlantic ; and now ounly I thought my voyage had begun:
the unpleasant preparatious had vanished, and I felt myself
full of courage and strength to encounter what lay before
me.

We had stormy weather till the 14th, when, with a northerly
wind, the weather became fine. At noon we had reachqd lat.
39° 32', long. 13° 3', and we now found a great change in the
temperature of the atmosphere, and 743 Fahren. warmth. On
the 21st we crossed the latitude of Gibraltar, and found that the
current had carried us, within two days, twenty miles (geogra-
phical, sixty to a degree). On the 23d, at noon, the latitude
was 30° 306', long. 15° 20".  We had a complete calm ; the sea
was covered with red locusts, two inches long, several of which we
caught. Our vaturalists maintained that they came from Africa,
probably carried away by storms: they found their grave in the
sea; for, being at a distance of 2400 miles, a Hight of such a
length was improbable. On the 25th we saw the Salvages
from the mast-head, in W.S. W .; and, to my great joy, the chro-
nowmeters gave their longitude correctly, which proved their
exactness. On the 27th we saw the Peak of Tenerifte, about
100 miles distant; and on the next morning, at 11 o’clock,
we aunchored before the town of St. Cruz. We were imme-
diately visited by the Port-captain, Don Carlos Adan, who had
before occupied this post when Capt. Krusenstern was here,
and had shown him great attentions.  For the Rurick, too, he
did what laid in his power, and I feel myself called upon to
acknowledge it publicly. My first walk was to the governor,
(whose name I unfortunately forget,) who received me Very po-
litely, and promised me his assistance in every thing, This
geutleman has been long in Russia, and seems much attached
to the Russians.  He has fought with them against the Swedes,
as & Spanish colonel, on the flotilla, in Biorca, and reccived the
order of St. George, fourth class, as a mark of his valour from
the empress’s own hands. He invited me for the next day, and
I went to Mr. Coluguan, to whom my letters of credit were
addressed. This hospitable gentleman™ was out of town, and
his clerk promised to supply us with the wines that we wanted,
within two days. In the mean time, the kind port-captain
assisted us with his people to get our supply of water on-board.
‘The naturalists went to Oratava, on which Jowrney they hoped
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to make a rich collection. On the 29th I dined with the g0-
vernor, and presented him with a copy of Krusenstern’s Atlas,
with prints, which he admired the more for having been en-
graved in Russia, and said he would send that beautitul work to
his king. On the 30th we were supplied with every thing.
Our wine was of two sorts, at thirty and at thirty-eight pounds
sterling the pipe, and the former was said to be the best on the
1sland.  During our stay the crew ate quantities of fruit and
vegetables, and we took a large supply of them with us.

Lrom Teneriffe to St. Catherine.—It would be superfluous to
give a description of Teneriffe, which has been so often des-
cribed 5 and our stay there was too short to make any interest-
ing observations.

On the 1st of November we left St. Cruz with a fresh breeze
from north-east, but, as the wind soon became lowering, we were
obliged to tack about between the islands of Tenerifie and Ca-
nary. ‘The following morning we were on the spot where
there is supposed to be a rock between the two islands ; but as
we sailed several times to and fro between them, I am almost
of opinion that it is a mere supposition,

On the 3d we had reached the trade-wind, and at noon we
had nearly lost sightof the Peak. In the vicinity of the islands
of Cape Verd our crew were attacked by violent pains in the
head and stomach ; the air was very sultry, and the thermome-
ter never feli under 77° Fahren. The sickness, however, soon
gave way to the skill of our physician, and entirely disappeared
after we had left these islands. - At noon we passed the latitude
of the island of St. Antonio, at a distance of 35 miles, without
seeing it.  During the night twenty-five Aying fish had fallen
upon deck, of which we made an excellent dinner. These fish
frequently fall on small ships, which, like ours, do not project
higher from the water than they fly when' they are pursued by
their enemies; sometimes, too, they beat with great violence
against the sides of the ship, and, stunned by the blow, fall
back into the water. Not having seen the isle of St. Antonio,
I directed my course within sight of the isle of Brava, the south-
ernmost of the islands of Cupe Verd, in order to try my chro-
hometers. A fresh trade-wind quickly brought us forward.

On the 10th, at noon, we discovered the island projecting
between the clouds, at a distance of 20 miles, My chronome-
ters gave its longitude by 10" more easterly than they are on
Horsburgh’s chart, and 1 have reason to believe that mine is
Inore correct, since the frequent observations which we made
before and afterwards always proved the exactness of the chro-
nometers, On the evening of the 4th, we sailed by the island
of Brava, without losing the trade-wind, The island is high,
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and in the west rises almost horizontally from the sea: it is co-
vered with a rich green verdure, and offers a delightful pros-
pect to the navigator. We saw near the shore a quantity of
Jarge and small fish sporting in the water, which prove that the
island has also a plentiful supply ; even fiying-fish are here nu-
merous, several having accompanied us from Cape Verd, and
we had some daily fulling upon, or flying over, the deck ; one
flew so near the oflicer on the watch, that it struck his nose
with its wing.

On the 13th of November, under lat. 9° 52" and long. 20°

2", we lost the trade-wind ; and we were now under change-
able winds, which delayed us for several days together, with
calms, rains, thunder-storms, and violent squalls. Notwith-
standing, our crew were in good health, having none on the
sick list.

On the 16th, in lat. 70° 81", long. 0° 82", we saw three
cranes ; one of them was so exhausted that she fell in the wa-
ter, thetwo others fluttered round her, and thus lost themselves,
On the same day, a small Jand-bird perched on the ship.
‘The nearest land lay 51° from us, and it is astonishing how so
smallabird could perform so long a journey : we may conclude
from it that we cannot always calculate upon a near land from
seeing such a bird.

On the 13th, in lat. 6° 48", long. 20° 28", we had the real
S.E. trade-wind, yet so much from the south that we were
obliged to keep a very westerly course.

From the island of Cape Verd, the current had driven us
daily for several miles to the S.E. ; to-day it changed its direc-
tion, driving the ship forcibly towards the west. We also
sailed over the spot where Warleis-bank is said to be situate,
without perceiving any thing extraordinary ; which makes me
doubt its existence.  On the 21st we spoke to the East-India-
man Bombay, coming {rom Bombay to England, Two offi-
cers came on-board of us, and we compared the longitudes of
our chronometers, and found only ¢’ difference: the Enghsh
having begun theirs at St. Helena, there could be little vari-
ation from the true latitude.

On the 23d, at eight o’clock in the evening, we crossed the
equator. In the morning we commenced our preparations for
the solemnity of the day.” Towards the evening, after the ship
had been well scoured and every thing put in order, she was
profusely illuminated ; the officers and men put themselves in
their best dl'e§ses, _and. the passage from one hemisphere into the
other was waited for in solemin silence: on the stroke of eight,
the tlag flew up, the southern hemispbere was saluted with
cight shots, and we drank to a prosperous voyage in our best
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wine, and the sailors in good puuch. This being done, Nep-
tune bade us welcome in the south, and baptized every one who
had touched the equator for the first time, myselt being the only
one exempt from this ceremony. The merry-making was kept
up till a latehour. Half a degree to the north, and even under
the equator, we found the current to the N.W. 86° 47" in
twenty-four hours.

On the 1st of December, in lat. 14° 40'.5, long. 33° 30", we
lost the trade-wind ; a fresh breeze, accompanied by rain and
frequent squalls, blowing from the north. Our second lieu-
tenant, Zucharin, having been sickly since we left Tenerifle,
I fear that the voyage will prove injurious to him.

On the 3d, lat. 18° 107, long. 35° 2.", we lanced three bo-
nitos, which were very acceptable, having for some time past
been without fresh provisions.  To complete the treat, 1 had a
cask of sour-crout opened, with which we had been provided
by the American Company in St. Petersburg, and which we
vet found in a perfectly good state. In theevening, we bad a
play: at noon abill was posted up on the head-mast, in which
the Country Wedding was announced. The sailors had com-
posed the play among themselves, and performed it to the ge-
neral satistaction of the spectators; the performance was con-
cluded by a Ballet, with general applause. Some may think
such amusements ridiculous in a discovery-ship; I, however,
am of opinion that on-board every thing ought to be done to
keep the crew in a cheerful disposition, and to make them thus
pass over the difhculties of such a wearisome service ; besides,
cheerfulness will have its salutary effect upon the bodily frame,
since a cheerful man is, generally speaking, the healthiest,
On Sunday we had regularly something particular before us
the sailors amused themselves for some days previously with
their plans and preparations, and afterwards they had a rich
stock for conversation and amusement. On that day their table
was also better served, and the allowance of spirit was doubled,

Oun the Gth, we were in the vicinity of Cupe Frio, the lati-
tude of which I was to have determined, according to my in.
structions; but, the continued dull weather rendermg this im-
possible, we stecred toward the island of St, Catherine. The
next day we noticed upon the water a serpentine line of a dark-
brown colour, of the breadth of a couple of fathoms, and ex-
tending as far as the eye counld reach. At first sight, I took it
for a saallow; yet, when a boat was let down, trom which it
was examined by Mr. Wormskloid, who brought some of this
water on-board, we found that the line was formed by an in-
humerable multitude of small crabs, and the sced of a plant,
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which, according to our naturalists, grows at the bottom of
the sea.

On the 10th, off the island of St. Catherine, we were assailed
by a storm, which lasted the whole day. On the 12th we
appeared off St. Cruz, and anchored nearly on the same spot
where the Nadeshda had lain twelve years ago. = We had
scarcely cast anchor, when a sergeant of the fort of St. Cruz
came on-board, and, in the name of the commandant, put the
usual questions to us. 'The next day, I went to the town Nos-
tro-Senora-Dudesterro, which was situated a few leagues from
our anchorage, to pay my respects to the governor, Major
Louis Mauricia de Selveira. He received me. coolly, and did
not seem inclined to obey the commands which he had received
from Rio Janeiro, to assist the Rurick as much as was in his
power. But the port-captain, S. Pinto, a_very obliging gen-
tleman, promiscd to satisfy all our wants, as soon as possible.
1 dined with Mr. Chamisso at S. Pinto’s country-seat, situated
in a most delightful spot ; which, after the fatigues of the sea,
afforded us much enjoyment. Inthe evening I again went on-
board, making every preparation to pitch a tent on shore the
next day, and to have the instruments taken there. It was
placed on a small eminence, under palm and banana trees, so
that we could see our Rurick; woody hills rose in the back-
eround, and we had various walks under the fragrant shade of
lemon and orange trees. The country along the shore is inha-
bited by soldiers of the militia, who only serve in case of ne-
cessity, and are besides engaged 1n the cultivation of rice
and sugar. The houses are at a considerable distance from ecach
other, and the wealth of their owners is calculated according
to the number of their negro slaves; who, like the members of
the family, work with their masters, and enjoy whatever the
house affords. In town, however, the negroes are very unfor-
tunate ; they are employed in hard labour, like beasts of bur-
den, particularly in beating the husks from the rice, for which
they are made to use clubs so heavy that they can scarcely lift
them up; the whip frequently quickens them in their labour
when their strength fails, and for which they are but miserably
fed. By this inhuman treatment, they have actually sunk to
the level of beasts; they seem to be quite incapable of reflection
or feeling ; their appearance is horrid and pitiful. The most of-
fensive epithet with the Portuguese is bluck man ! ‘The slaves
of the soldiers are quite different beings; they enjoy them-
selves ; and we had every reason to be pleased with our neigh-
}n')urs, w.lu) trqated us in a friendly and hospitable manuer.
['he soldiers think themselves very poor, not having reccived
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any pay for several years: they are certainly without money,
yetthey are never without the necessaries of life, with which the
land furnishes them ; and thus I think them rich and happy. I
went to live in a small house, belonging to a soldier’s widow,
and I now stayed on shore to regulate my chronometers. The
evenings we devoted to recreation ; the good-natured inhabi-
tants used then to assemble round our tent; a couple of flutes
and violins increased the mirth and invited dancing and sing-
ing, and we had frequent opportunities of admiring the skill
with which the girls danced the fandango. Immediately after
sun-set, the air s here filled with an innumerable quantity of
shining beetles, which have the appearance of fiery sparks ; the
great grasshoppers too begin to chirp; and frogs, as large as
hedge-hogs, come forth from their holes, and, as it were, bark
like dogs.  Near our tent flows a rivulet with very good water,
with which we filled our casks. We attempted to tish near the
shore, and always drew up a full net; we often found re-
markable aquatic animals in them, which were very well known
to our naturalists. Ships that are going round Cape Horn will
do well to touch at the island of St.Catherine, in preference
to Rio Janeiro; as the provisions are cheaper there, the climate
better, and there is an advantage in being nearer Cape Horn.
They grow here excellent coffee, and every inhabitant has a
coffee-grove near his house ; yet the trade, although now open,
Is inconsiderable, since only a few ships come here.

On the 26th, we again took our instruments on-board, and
found every thing in order. On the 28th, we set sail, with a
gentle land-breeze. We perceived, with some gratification,
that the inhabitants regretted our departure. My sailors, whom
I had ordered on shore every day, to strengthen themselves for
the voyage, had feelingly acknowledged the friendly reception
of these people, and behaved themselves with propriety, so as to
acquire a good character as Russians. I had a copper-plate,
with the name of the ship and the date, fixed to the house
where I had lived ; by which the landlady felt herself much flat-
tered. Chronometer, Baraud’s, lost now, in 24 hours, 4’.4,
and Hardy’s 49”.5. Lieutenant Zacharin had so far recovered
that he again entered on service. The men were all well, with
the exception of the locksmith.

From 8t. Catherine to Conception.—On the 31st of December,
lat. 34 deg. 10 min. S., long. 48 deg. 3 min. W., we saw three
large tortoises ; a remarkable sight at so great a distance from
land. Up to the 10th of January, 1816, lat. 45 deg. 406 sec.,
long. 57 deg. 2 min., nothing happened that deserves notice;
wind and weather were favourable, till the proximity of Cape
Horn was announced by violent gales, which assailed us for six
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days ; that of to-day was particularly violent ; one wave, which
came over our stern, did us great damage, and [ nearly lost
my life by it: I had been lying on a hen-coop, without sus-
pecting any danger, when this wave washed me, “:1th my bed,
completely overboard. I should have been l'rretrlevably lost,
had not a quantity of rope, the end of which was fixed to
the ship, been carried down with me, in which I was caught as
in a net. I was much stunned, but recovered at the time my
net was about to separate, and had just time enough to climb
again upon deck. The hen-coop, with the pillow on
which I had lain, swam with forty fowls alongside the ship.
I thanked God for my preservation, willingly submitting to the
loss of our fowls, those in the other two coops having also been
killed, by the violence of the wave. When I had quite reco-
vered from my fright, T saw what destruction the wave had
committed ; the whole railing on the side where I had lain was
broken, and the gun thrown on the other side ; happily no one
was near it. ‘IThe sea had forced its way into my cabin,
and I dreaded the loss of my books and instruments; before I
went down I had the breach nailed up with boards, to prevent
a second wavc entering it. The helin we found disabled
for the moment, yet capable of being repaired ; some sailors
had been slightly hurt, particularly the man who stood at the
helm. When I'entered the cabin, I found that the water bad
not touched the instruments; it had forced its way into the
hold, and had caused great spoliation, by dissolving a consi-
derable quantity of our best biscuit, a loss which we could not
replace. The water bad also penetrated into the powder-room,
and damaged a great part of the ammunition.

On the 16th January, lat. 49 deg. 5 min., long. 63 deg. 31
min., a fresh breeze from the north, with fine weather, brought
us quickly near Cape Horn; at noon we sounded, and found
60 fathoms of water, over a ground of grey sand. At eight
o’clock in the morning of the 19th, we saw Cape St. John at
a distance of 40 miles; at noon, the weather being very fine,
we saw the horrid Staatenland. Cape St. John lay S.W. from
us, at a distance of 12 deg. 25 miles. The current turned ra-
pidly to ENN.E. Towards midnight we bad doubled Staaten-
land ; the wind blew a gale from the north ; I steered my course
S.S.W., to keep, for the sake of security, off theland; and
took then, contrary to the practice of other navigators, a more
western course, in order to double Cape Horn as sharply as
possible.  Oun the 22d, at four o’clock in the morning, we cut
the meridian of Cape Horn,in lat. 57 deg. 33 min. S., and had
evidently gained much by not having gone so far south as
others. We were here surrounded by whales, dolphins, and
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abatrosses. While we were doubling Cape Horn, we were as-
salled by strong gales from S.W., which continued for several
days, and we only succeeded to-day, the 1st of February, in
passing the latitude of Cape Victory. In the evening of the
11th, we discovered the northern coast of Conception, near
the island of St. Maria. We laid by, and at day-break we
steered towards the bay, of which I give no account, it having
been sufliciently described by La Perouse. The navigator may
calculate upon finding, within a distance of two degrees of this
coast, 1n this latitude, as well as a few degrees farther to the
south, the finest and brightest weather, and a southerly wind,
1n this season ; whilst, on the other hand, farther west, he will
find dull weather and northerly winds. I would, therefore, ad-
vise those who intend to sail up this coast, to approach it
almost as low as the 42d degree, because they will then accele-
rate their voyage, But this is only meant for the summer sea-
son ; in winter, northerly winds are prevalent here,

At 3 o’clock in the afternoon we were in sight of Talcag-
nana, before which we saw three merchantmen at anchor. We
shewed our flag, and asked a pilot, by firing a gun and shew-
ing another: very soon a boat came from the town, but
would not venture near enough for us to understand what the
said to us; they made several signs, which we understood as
little, and returned to shore when the night came on. This
fear, we understood afterwards, was produced on account of
the pirates, who frequently come here from Buenos Ayres,
and commit great depredations on the coasts. We tacked
about till it had grown dark, and then dropped anchor, in 12
fathoms water, on a clayey ground, 30 miles from Talcagnano.
On the 13th, at day-break, the watch discovered a boat near
the ship, from which we were hailed, but could not understand
what they said ; however, we answered, ¢ Russians, friends of
the Spaniards !” at last the people resolved to come on-board,
and were astorished to find Russians, who had never yet visited
this port.

There were many whales in the bay of Conception, that
spouted their fountains close by us; one of them was bold
enough to lean against the Rurick, about a foot under the sur-
face of the sea, so that we could look at him leisurely, and
notice his breathings. Having now a pilot on-board, we heaved
anchor, and, in a couple of hours, we dropped a quarter of a
mile from shore, in 4% fathoms of depth, upon a clayey ground.
lmmediately the commandant, Don Miguel de Rivas, with his
aide-de-camp, came on-board, asking to what nation we be-
longed, (the Russian war-flag being quite unknown here,) and
his surprise was visible when he heard that we were Russians ;
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but he soon became very friendly, and paid some high compli-
ments to our nation. I presented him with the letter of recom-
mendation of the Spanish minister in London, and he imme-
diately offered to satisfy all our wants, if I would but name
them. He offered o send a courier to the town of Concep-
tion, which is two leagues from this place, to inform the
governor of our arrival, and left us with an 1invitation to an
evening-party. We accepted it and foun.d a large company
of ladies and gentlemen, with music and dancing, and we spent a
very happy evening. Experience only can give an idea of the
feelings of a sailor at such a change of scene.

I must here mention some customs that particularly struck
me, and which may embarrass a stranger. In the dancing-
room, on an elevation of two feet high, were placed benches
covered with scarlet cloth; on these were secated gentlemen
and elderly ladies only ; the young ladies sat on the steps at
our feet, and I was quite confused when I saw a handsome
young lady, dressed in satin and hung with diamonds, sitting
at my feet ; but, when [ observed the other gentlemen enjoyed
the same distinction, 1 became more composed. The Paraguay-
herb, or rather the leaves of the tree lan, arve, as is well known,
used in the greater part of the Spanish possessions of America
as tea, (in Chili the annual consumption amounts to 1,000,000
dollars) ; the custom, however, of presenting this tea in a sil-
ver vessel with a tube, from which each of the company takes
a few draughts and then passes it, is perhaps not so
well known. When it came to my turn, I thought it my duty
to imitate my predecessors, however diflicult I found it to over-
come a certain disgust, being about the twentieth who was to
suck from this tube; yet I had scarcely touched it with my
lips, when I withdrew them again much burnt ; and I recommend
all those who may have to take tea in this way, to place the tube
between their teeth. The taste of this plant, however, is not
unpleasant ; it is boiled with sugar, forming a sweet aromatic
Juice, and then kept hot in this vessel upon charcoal. The
Chilians are very fond of preserved fruits; at a party there
are always some of them handed round, accompanied by
a glass of water, it being a practice with them to drink after
eating sweets,

On the 14th we were welcomed by the aid-de-camp of the
governor, who was to visit us himself the next day : the order
to furnish me with the best house in Taliagnano was already
given. In this he acted by the command of his king, who had
ordered him to give the Rurick a cordial reception. On the
15th, at ten o’clock in the morning, the guns of the fort an-
nounced the arrival of the governor, Don Miguel Maria d’Al
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tero, and he soon came on-board the Rurick, in company with
some interesting ladies from town. I received him with the ho-
nors due to his rank, and he made us every offer of his services.

On the 16th we took our instruments on shore. I was quar-
tered in a pretty house, with a garden, where I could try my
chronometers conveniently. In the mean time, Lieutenant
Schischmareff undertook the repairs of the ship, and our natu-
ralists found sufficient employment in this beautiful country.

On the 25th we went to a féte, which the governor gave in
honour of our arrival : we rode out early in the morning, to
avoid the heat. In this little trip we had an opportunity of ad-
miring the richness of the country ; notwithstanding the idle-
ness of the inhabitants, they reap the hundredth grain, and we
often came through groves, where the most beautiful tropical
fruits grew without any cultivation. We were received with
military honours ; the governor was in full uniform, and took
us to the palace. The company was most select. We drank
the health of Alexander I. and Ferdinand VII. The table was
served as is usual in Europe on such occasions ; the ice, which
was here in profusion, and which the governor had brought
with great difficulty from the Cordilleras, was particularly
grateful to us. In the evening we had a ball, i which many
well-dressed ladies appeared, who were more numerous than
the gentlemen. The Chilians receive their fashions from Paris;
the ton of society is decent and unrestrained. We stayed an-
other day, to assist at a ball of Colonel Reyes. Of the city of
Conception nothing remarkable can be said; it is built on a
regular plan, but has few handsome houses; in lieu of those
there are several churches and convents. The size of the city
may be estimated by the number of its inhabitants, which
amounts to about 10,000. The broad river of Bribo, upon
which it is situated, is a great acquisition to it. Beyond the
river the Spaniards have no other possessions: the country is
inhabited by the Araucans.

On the 20th our locksmith died, after a long illness, which
he had concealed on my engaging him, for fear of being re-
fused.

Every navigator who touches at this place ought to recom-
mend sobriety to his people, with regard to the wines. Among
the many public-houses that are in Talcaguano, there were
some where they mixed among the wine the juice of an herb
unknown to us, but which produces the most dreadful effect of
placing people in a situation bordering on madness, which is
followed by great dejection. Probably they give this intoxi-
cating liquor that they may plunder strangers with greater ease,
since its effects appear almost instantaneously. ‘T'he inhabit-

3
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ants of the town consist, for the most part, of a mixed race of
Spaniards and Araucans, who, not choosing to work, try to
get a livelihood by such unjust means.

On the 3d of March we had a large company from Concep-
tion. They arrived early in the morning, before the heat be-
came excessive; most of them were on horseback, the usual
mode of travelling here, even for ladies, who ride the most
spirited horses. Others rode in small boxes (houses) fixed
upon a_ carriage of two wheels, W!]iCh is drawn by two oxen,
and guided by an Araucan, who sits on the roof‘ of the box.
T'he pretty elegant ladies that are skipping out of these singu-
lar vehicles form a striking contrast with them. In the evening
I gave them a ball. My house, however, being too small for
this purpose, I fitted up a warehouse, which Jay at the end of
the garden, for a dancing-room. Two rows of pillars, by
which the building was supported on both sides, were sur-
rounded with boughs, which formed a roof of verdure; both the
garden and dancing-room were illuminated with lamps, and at
the entrance of the latter was a transparency, representing the
iitials of our Emperor Alexander 1., over which a flying Ge-
nius held a laurel wreath. In the back-ground another trans-
parency represented the alliance of the two monarchs, by an
union of hands above the initials of Alexander and Ferdinand.
As we were going to this place through the garden, some fire-
works were let off, to the great satistaction of our guests, to
whom it was a perfectly novel treat: the illumination likewise
excited their surprise, since, at their most brilliant balls, the
have not above four or five lights burning. We drank the
health of the two monarchs and the patron of our expedition
under the roar of artillery. The company, including the go-
vernor, staid till sun.rise.

On the sth, every thing being on-board, we endeavoured to
gain the sea with a favourable wind. The commandant of
Talcaguano, who had been daily in our company, and became
very foud of the Russians, parted from us with tears. When
we were under sail, I thought our actual voyage was but be-
ginning, all that had occurred being but the prologue.

‘The Bay of Conception may be recommended to all navi-
gators as an excellent place for refreshinent, there being
plenty of provisions of every description, Chili is a beautiful
country, the abode of almost a continual Spring ; during the
whole time of our stay we had coustant fine weather ; but what
struck me were the strong lightnings, which I regularly per-
ccived In the evening, after sun-set, in N.E., over the moun-
tains,  Chili produces an excellent wine, and it is to be lamented
that the Spaniards do not devote themselves more assiduously
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to the cultivation of the country; their unreasonable jealousy
makes them probhibit all trade, except with their own colonies,
which might otherwise be very flourishing.

£rom the Bay of Conception to Kamtschatka.-~The fine wea-
ther we had enjoyed in Conception still accompanied us. I
endeavoured to steer my course so as to sail over the wind by
Juan Iernandez, and then to reach, according to my instruc-
tions, the lat. 279, to seek there Davis-Land, where Captain
Krusenstern supposed it to be. On the gth, in lat. 50° 22,
long. 749 4/, we found the surface of the sca of a bloody co-
lour, produced by a dead whale, upon which a great number
of small sca-swallows were feasting. The following evening,
at six o’'clock, in lat. 34° 27'S., long. 74°, we felt a strange
commotion of the air, and the ship seemed sensibly acted upon ;
it sounded like the distant roar of thunder, was repeated every
three minutes, and each report lasted about balf a minute,
After the lapse of an hour, we neither heard or perceived any
thing more; probably there had been at that moment an eartli-
quake in America, for we were but two degrees from shore,
and the noise came from the east.

On the 16th, lat. 29° 20’ S., long. $8°4’, we were in the
neighbourhood of the spot which is supposed to be Davis-Land,
which made me steer quite to the west. For some days past the
wind had settled in S. ., and blew fresh, by which the current
took us daily 18 or 20 miles north. On the 20th, when we bad
already reached 95° 55/, I gave up the search of Davis-Land,
taking a more southern course, in hope of being more fortu-
vate 1n finding the IWarchams Rock, in lat. 26° 30'S. We
could rely on the correctness of our longitude, it having been
for some days taken from distances of the sun and moon, which
agreed to a few minutes with the longitudes of the chrononse-
ters. Here I threw in the sea a well-corked bottle, containing
a paper with the latitude and longitude of the ship, the date of
the month and year, declaring that the Rurick bad looked out
here for Davis-Land without effect. On the 24th, lat. 26° 297
S., long. 100° 27, at five o’clock in the afternoon, we passed
over the spot where, according to Arrowsmith’s Chart, War-
chams Rock is situated. We saw great numbers of tropical
birds and fish ; the horizon was clear, but the man who kept
the look-out at the mast-head could see no rock. In the even-
iug we had constant lightning, but fiue weather, and sometimes
the horizon seemed to be on fire all around us. Under a starry
heaven and fresh easterly breeze, we continued our course to
the west, in order to find the Isle of Sabs; towards the morn-
ing Wwe saw a great quantity of sea-birds, whose numbers kept
increasing as we rapidly sailed on. Soon there flew so many
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that we could no longer

pelicans and frigates about our vessel, _
d the sailor on the mast-

doubt our being near some land, an mast
head soon gave us the pleasing intelligence that be saw land.
At noon we distinctly saw, from the fore-castle, 1n S.W. 66
deg., at a distance of 10 miles, a small rocky island‘; which,
although our longitude differed a little from the given one,
could only be Sabs Island. The greatest distance from which
the island is to be scen is only 15 miles, and then it has the ap-
pearance of two groups of rocks lying near each other ; but, on
coming near, you see the low land which unites them ; its length
from N.W.W. to S.E.E. is about a mile, its breadth is trifling.
We approached the island in the south till within three-quarters
of 2 mile, and now plainly distinguished, with the aid of tele-
scopes, the objects on shore ; which, however, were not very
inviting, for the grey naked rocks, which lie about in great
masses, give the island the appearance of a melancholy ruin,
which is only inhabited by sea-birds. On the N.E. and S.W,
points are reefs, against which the surges break with fury, and
where we sought in vain the wreck of the lost vessel, which
had been probably smashed to pieces against the breakers. We
found the latitude of this island 26° 36" 15" S., longitude, by
the chronometers regulated on Easter Island, 1050 34 28" W.
I amn almost convinced that Warchams Rock is an erronecus
idea, the rock Sabs having hitherto been taken for it.

In order to make sure of there being no other island in this
vicinity, I continued my course westward, and only turned it
to Easter island, after having sailed a couple of degrees, with-
out discovering any thing, - The latter we saw in the morning
of the 2sth of March. After having doubled the western
point, we directed our course, at a small distance from the
west coast, towards Cook’s Bay, from which we saw smoke
arising, probably to announce the arrival of a vessel to the in-
habitants of the interior. At noon, being close by Cook’s
Bay, we saw two boats, each of them manned by two islanders,
rowing towards us. I had no doubt that these people, who
had given such great confidence to La Perouse, would welcome
us with the same kinduess ; which, to my great surprise, was
however not the case. They approached us mistrustfully and
timidly until within a musket-shot, from which distance they
shewed us some roots, but would not by any means come near
the ship. ‘The construction of the beats, of which we saw
several, and which can only hold two persons, is from 5 to 6
feet long, and about one foot wide, composed of small boards,
and having a balancier on both sides. La Perouse is probably
mistaken, when he thinks that, from want of wood, these
islanders would soon be without boats altogether ; it is true we
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have not scen any tree on the whole island, but the canoes are
built of wood, which is drifted here in great quantities by the
current, from the coast of America. The ground in Cook’s
Bay being very bad in some-places, 1 sent out Lieut. Schisch-
marefl to look for a convenient anchorage, during which I kept
the Rurick under sail. 'T'he islanders who had hitherto fol-
lowed the vessel, talking loudly among themselves, and seem-
ingly in a very good humour, fled hastily to the shore, on seeing
our boat. However, as the boat approached the land, they
swam in great numbers to meet it, loaded with tarrow-root,
yams, and bananas, which they greedily exchanged for small
bits of old iron ; some traded very honestly, some cheated, and
one even endeavoured to lay hold of something by force. In
order to keep the others from infecticn, he was fired upon with
very small shot, which did not, however, prevent them from
robbing us. On the signal of our boat that they had found
good anchorage, I approached it, and dropped the anchors
upon a ground of fine sand, in a depth of 22 fathoms. The
Sandy Bay lay 45 degrees S.E. from us, the two rocks were
concealed behind the southern point: our boat now returned
without the islanders venturing to follow it. Having an inten-
tion to land, I ordered two boats to be manned, and we left
the ship in the afternoon, 17 strong. A great many savages
had collected on shore; they screamed, danced, made strange
gestures, and seemed to await our arrival with impatience ;
but, having selected the only spot where the surge permitted
them to land, to perform their antics, we could not venture to
leave the boats before they had made room, to which however
we could not induce them. With laughing and joking they
obliged us to push from shore, and even followed us in the
water, which however we did not think dangerous, they being
all unarmed. We had scarcely left the shore, when hundreds
came round our boats, to exchange bananas and sugar-cane for
picces of old iron, making, at the same time, a most intole-
rable noise, all likewise talking with great vivacity, and some
seemed to be very witty, frequently causing a general dreadful
laugh. The spectators on shore, who began to get tired of
this scene, endeavoured to amuse themselves by throwing stones
at us, an amusement which I put a stop to by a few inusket-
shots. By this expedient I also got rid of our company in the
water, and gained the landing-place, where I quickly sent
some sailors on shore, But, scarcely had the savages perceived
this, when they surrounded us again with increased obtrusive-
ness: they now had painted their faces white, red, and black,
which gave them a frightful appearance, dancing with the most
ridiculous contortion of body, and making such a dreadtul
Vovaces, Vol, V1, D
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noise, that we were obliged to bawl into each other’s ears to
understand each other. I can imagine the impression which
this scene made on Lieut. Schischmareff, who saw these people
for the first time, and thought he was surrounded by so many
monkeys ; for the confusion even surpassed my own conception,
although I was already acquainted with the inhabitants of the
South Sea. ‘In order to disperse them, and to gain some
ground, I bad knives thrown among them; but when I, never-
theless, felt a stone rebounding from my hat, I ordered the sailors
to fire again, after which only I could go on shore myself.
Here it was my first occupation to look for the large remark-
able statues, which had been seen by Cook and La Perouse,
vet I found only a heap of fragments lying near a whole pe-
destal, all the rest had vanished without leaving a trace behind
them. The mistrustful conduct of the islanders now made me
think that, some Europeans having quarrelled with them, they
had revenged themselves by making this destruction. It also
struck me that we had not seen any women, either in the water
or on shore, about whose obtrusiveness my predecessors have
so often complained, and which confirmed me in my supposi-
tion that some Kuropeans had recently been guilty of cruelty
here. After having convinced myself that the good islanders
would, under no condition, permit us to enter the island, we
endeavoured to withdraw the boats, which besides were very
unsafe between the breakers ; but even now we were obliged to
keep them off by a couple of bullets, and it was notuntil they
heard them whizzing by their ears, that they allowed us to
withdraw in peace. We yet gave them some iron, and then
hastened back on-board, as, under existing circumstances,
a longer stay would have been time lost, and I had not a mo-
ment to spare. The people here seem to me to be well made,
but of a middling size ; most of themn are copper-coloured,
only a few are rather white: all of them are tattooed, but
those who are so all over the body seem to hold some superior
rank. The stuff, which on most of the South Sea Islands is
made from bark of trees, we also found here ; some men wear-
ing short cloaks made from it, and the women, who stood at a
distance, were‘entire]y wrapped in them, 'l'o judge by the
cheerfulness of these people, they seemed to be satisfied with
their condition ; they had probably no want of provision, since
they brought us yams, bananas, sugar-cane, and potatoes, in
tolerably large quantities; nor do they neglect the cultivation
of the soil, for we saw the hills near the bay covered with
fields, which, by their various kinds of green, had a very plea-
sant effect. The seeds which La Perouse had given them could
not have sueceeded, since they brought us no fruits of them :
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we also looked in vain for the descendants of the sheep and
pigs that he had left here; only one fowl was offered to us for
a large knife, and taken away again when we would not agree
to the bargain, a proof how high they value these birds, and
how few of them they must have. Their houses are quite the
same as La Perouse has described them; and the long house
and stone cottage, mentioned on his map as standing near the
shore, are still there. Upon the whole I think that, with the
exception of the disappearance of the remarkable statues,
no changes have occurred since he was here; and, even of
those, we saw a couple when we sailed round the southern point,
but they were inconsiderable. Our farewell from Easter Island
the inhabitants returned by stones, which they threw after us
with a great noise ; and I was glad when we had got safe on
board again, and were under sail,

An account which I afterwards received of the Sandwich
islands, from Alexander Adams, expiains the hostile conduct
of the islanders against me. 'I'his Adams, by birth an English-
man, commanded in 1816 the brig Aalumanna, belonging to
the king of the Sandwich Islands, and had served in the same
brig as mate, under Captain Piccort, before she had been sold
to the king, when she bore the name of Forrester, of London.
In the year 1805, the captain of the schooner Nancy, (Adams
has not mentioned his name,) of New London, in America, was
engaged in the island of Massafuero in taking a kind of seal,
called by the Russians kotick (sea-cats). 'T'he skins of these
animals fetch a high price in the China market, which makes
the Americans seek for them in all parts of the world. This
animal was accidentally discovered on the still uninhabited
island of Massafuero, south of Juan Fernandez, (whither they
send the criminals from Chili,) and was immediately chased.
The island however had no anchorage, the ship was obliged to
remain under sail, and the captain not having people enough
to use part of them for the chase, he resolved to sail to Easter
Island, there to steal men and women, with whom he could
form a colony on Massafuero, in order to carry on the chase of
the animal regularly. This cruel project he attempted in 1800,
landing in Cook’s Bay, where he endeavoured to seize a num-
ber of inhabitants. ‘T'be battle is said to have been bloody, the
islanders defending themselves with great bravery; however
they were obliged to submit to European arms,and 12 men and
10 women fell into his hands alive. These unhappy people
were taken on-board, where they were kept for the first three
days in irons, tiil they had entirely lost sight of the land. The
first use the men made of their liberty was to jump overboard,
and the women, who attempted to follow them, were only re-
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tained by force. The captain immediately came-to, hoping
they would look for safety on board, when they could swim
no longer; but he soon perceived that he was mlsta}ken, for
these savages, familiar with the clement from their youth,
thought it not impossible to reach their native country 1n spite
of the distance of a three days’ voyage, and at all events to

refer death toa life of captivity. After having for some time
disputed about the direction which they were to take, the com-
pany divided, some took the straight way to Iaster Island, the
others turned towards the north,  The captain, extremely an-
gory at this unexpected act of heroism, sent a boat after them,
which, after many useless attempts, returned ; for they always
dived at its approach, and the sea proved their protection. At
last the captain left the men to their fate, taking the women to
Massafuera, and he is said to have made afterwards several at-
tempts to take people from the Easter Island. Adams, who
had these circumstances from him, and on that account proba-
bly would not name him, told me that he bad been himself, in
1800, near Ilaster Island, where the natives would not allow
him to land; the ship Abatross, under Captain Windship,
met, as he said, with the same fate in 18009.

1 was to have touched at Pitcairn’s Island, and from thence
to have taken my course to the west, as far as 137 deg.; but
our voyage from Cronstadt to Chili having tuken too much time,
I wasnow obliged to take a shorter course to Kamtschatka, if 1
could arrive in Baring Strait in time.

On the 8th of April, lat, 18 deg. 6 min. 8., long. 125 deg.
16 min., we saw several kinds of sea-birds, some of which are
not usually seen far from the shore; besides, we were in the
vicinity where I might expect new discoveries, I therefore had
always a man on the mast-head, to whom I promised a reward for
every discovery. Soon the call of Land inspired us with the
highest expectations, thinking that it must be something
new. When, behold, the supposed land rose in the shape
of a black cloud, and, moving along the horizon, carried away
our fair hopes.

On the 10th, lat. 16 deg. 39 min. S., long, 130deg. 18 min.—
It is remarkable that from Easter Island the wind mostly blows
from E, ;md N.L., and the S.LE. trade-wind does not stir ; the
1_veather 1s always light, and often, at sun-set, there is lightning
from the north. The nights being very warm, we all sleep
upon deck, a circumstance which procured me a strange visit,
lawo!&e by the motion of a very cold animal at my side, which
1 at first took for a lizard, that might have been taken in with
the wood. Upon closer inspection, however, 1 {ound a flying-
fish in my hands, and I am, probably, the first who bas caught
one in bed. ' =
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On the 13th, lat. 15 deg. 26 min. S., long, 133 deg. 56 min.
in the afternoon, at six o’clock, we were on the spot where
Arrowsmith places the Island of St. Pablo, without finding the
Jeast indication of land ; and at eight o’clock in the evening I
took my course due west, in order to pursue, according to my
instructions, the parallel 15 deg., in which Schouten and Le-
maire have several islands, which have afterwards never been
seen.

The 15th, lat. 24 deg. 41 min., long. 137 deg. 00 min., we
saw, during the whole day, various sea-birds, particularly
frigates and pelicans ; and at five o’clock in the afternoon we
were suddenly assailed by a violent rain, accompanied with
squalls from the N.W. Such a strange change of wind in a
region where it usually only blows from E. and S.Ii. T thought
could only proceed from the proximity of some land, and I re-
solved not to sail farther during the night.

The 16th, lat. 14 deg. 51 min., long. 138 deg. 4 min., we
continued our course at day-break with a strong wind from
E.N.E. At three o’clock in the afternoon, a sailor at the
mast-head cried land! and soon I had the inexpressible joy of
beholding the fulfilment of my wishes. The land had been
discovered in N.N.W. by a W.S.W. course, and we immedi-
ately set sail for it.  The island seemed to us to be small and
very low, for the wood which we clearly distinguished seemed
to stand on the immediate surface of the ocean. The greatest
distance from which the island may be seen from the mast-head
is ten miles. We now sailed round its northern point, within
a distance of a mile and a half, and found the island thickly co-
vered with underwood, in the middle of which was a small
lake, the shores surrounded by coral reefs, and the surge so
strong that it seemed impossible to land. When the sun had
set, we drew away from this lovely spot, tacking the whole
night with few sails, in order to examine it again the next
morning. The wind shifting from N. to N.E., it cannot easily
be explained why the monsoon changes here its usual direc-
tion, there being no high land near. At sun-set the bird flew
toward the island, and retarned in the morning. Ithink I may
sdy, from my own experience, that the navigator may calcu-
late upon the vicinity of an uninhabited island when he sees
many sca-birds, especially pelicans, moving about; an obser-
vation, however, which is only applicable between the tro-
pics; he will observe that, at sun-set, they will all fly in one
direction, (those excepted which keep upon sea the whole
night,) and one might, by following the flight of these birds,
tind their residence. At day-break we approached the island
again, sailing within a mile and a half of 1ts north and west
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oint. We saw no-where a place for landing, except at the

[.W. point, where it might have been possible to appr(_)ach,
if the north wind had not made the surge so high. The middle
of the island, near the lake, is very low, the external points in
N. and S. are higher. We looked in vain for a palm-tree.
According to the description, this island rescmbles Schouten’s
Dog Island, yet it is not certain whether it be the same, our
latitudes differing by 22 minutes; a fauit which could not
take place even at that period : the difference in the longitude
I do not consider, it being at that time naturally always erro-
neous, by some degrees only. There must be more of those
islands about here, which we concluded from the multitudes of
sea-birds we had seen during the last two days, all which could
not possibly belong to the sameisland. However, 1 called my
island the Doubtful. Its latitude, from two mid-day observa-
tions, is 14 deg. 50 min. 11 sec. S., longitude, by the chronc-
meters, which tallied very well with some longitudes of moon-
distances that had been lately taken, 138 deg. 47 min. 7 sec.
The declension of the ncedle 5 deg. east, Schouten had no de-
clension the day before he discovered the Dog Island, and
found the lat. 15 deg. 12 min. 3 sec. At eleven o’clock we had
finished our survey, and had convinced ourselves that there
could be no landing, and that the island was only inbabited by
birds: as, according to Schouten, the Dog Island must be
situated more to the south, I directed my course that way,
and, after an hour’s useless seeking, I turned again to the west.
Since we were on the parallel 15 deg. the wind always blew
from E.N.E. and N.E.; at night, however, accompanied by
rain and violent squalls from N.W,

On the 19th and ¢0th we had excellent observations between
the sun and moon, which again perfectly verified the correct-
ness of our chronometers. I'he sailor on the mast-head cried
land! Tt was seen in S.W., and at noon we distinguished an
island of three iniles in length, which had no lake, but several
cocoa-nut trees, just overtopping the others. This I could
Justly call my own discovery. We were all resolved to resist
every danger to effect a landing.  We brought the ship under
the wind, and Lieutenant Zacharin was dispatched to examire
how our resolution was to be executed ; for we had already seen
that the surge could not be passed with a boat, Zacharin, on
his return, confirmed this observation, and two sailors volun-
teered to swim through the breakers. 'They happily landed,
but could not penctrate far, seeing by several traces that the
1sland was 1nbabited 5 as a proof of their having actually landed,
they brought with them several cocoa-nut shells and a plaited
string tied to a stick, It was now too late to do any thing, but,
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during the night, I set my men about makinga raft, which was
finished by the morning, being large enough to carry one man.
At day-hreak we approached the shore within half a mile; and,
with two boats and our new raft, I left the Rurick in company
with an officer and all the scientific gentlemen. About forty
fathoms from shore our boats cast anchor upon a hard coral
ground, in a depth of ten fathoms, and my two sailors swam
again on shore, taking the end of a rope with them, which, be-
ing fastened to the boats, formed a communication with the
land.  One placed on the raft, drew himself, by means of the
rope, towards the surge, until one of the large waves threw
him on shore ; the raft was then drawn back, and another re-
peated the experiment, till we had all reached the shore, with
the exception of two sailors who were left in the boats, being
more or less hurt by the corals over which the waves had
thrown us.  Our being wet to the skin was of no consequence
in a tropical climate. = Well armed, we now penetrated into
the interior, and every step we advanced convinced us of
the island being uninhabited, till we found a well-frequented
foot-path. With great precaution we followed it through un-
derwoods, whose aromatic fragrance we found highly refresh-
ing, till we arrived on a plain, shaded by palm-trees, where we
met with a small boat, resembling those of the South-Sea, with a
balancier on the sides. We were now nearly in the centre of
the island, in a delightful landscape, where we laid down, ex-
hausted by the heat, under cocoa-nut trees, and, for the first
time on our voyage, refreshed ourselves with the milk of this.
fruit.  After having taken some rest, we proceeded farther, and
soon found many uninhabited cabins, with several productions
of the savages, which we appropriated to ourselves for Euro-
pean goods. Recent traces of inhabitants we found no-where,
and some poles, upon which fishing-nets were suspended, con-
firmed me in the opinion that the neighbouring islanders onl

came here occasionally on fishing expeditions. Within four
hours we had crossed the island from N. to S., and, on our re-
turn, we fell in with several cisterns, dug with great care,
which contained some very good water. It is a well-known
fact that there are no springs on the coral islands, where the
inhabitants are reduced to rain-water, which they collect in
cisterns made for that purpose. Having again reached our land-
ing-place, we drank a bottle of wine, under loud cheers, to
the health of Count Rumanzoff, after whom I named the island.
Flags were hoisted in our boats under the firing of muskets,
upon which signal the Rurick hoisted the Imperial fag, under a
royal salute, and we drank the health of our beloved emperor.
With the same difficulty under which we had landed we reached
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our boats again, and at two o’clock in the afternoon we were
back on-board the Rurick, where I distributed the cocoa-nuts,
which we had brought from Rumanzoft Island, among the re-
mainder of the crew. The allowance of the men that day was
doubled, and the sailor who had discovered the island re_celved
a reward of six piastres. We tacked the whole of the follow-
ing night, from fear of running against some low island, which
we had reason to suppose lay in the vicinity, and at day-break
we continued our course towards the west. The latitude of
the centre of Rumanzoff Island, according to a mid-day obser-
vation, taken with three sextants, was 14 deg. 57 min. 20 sec.
S., longitude, after the chronometers, agreeing with the obser-
vation, 144 deg. 28 min. 30 sec. W. 'T'he declension of the
needle 5 deg. 36 min. east,

On the 22d of April, at 9 o’clock in the morning, we saw
land from the mast-head, in N.N.W., and immediately steered
for it.  This island, with a lake in the centre, from which se-
veral large stones were projecting, is of the same construction
as the rest; it runs in length 11 miles from N.N.E. to 8.5.W_,
and is only 8 miles broad. We sailed round the S.W. point,
within the distance of half a mile, without secing either the
trace of a human being, nor a single cocoa-tree. At noon we
had the southern point of the island in the east ; from an excel-
lent observation which we had, we found its central latitude
14 deg. 41 min. S., longitude, by the chronomcters, 144 deg,
59 min. 20sec. W. Not doubting that this island was also a
new discovery, 1 called it after my former chief, the Admiral
Spiridof.  As the island did not seem to be inhabited, and the
Janding being as difficult as on the former island, I would not
lose any time, but steered W.S5.W. with the intention of seeing
Cook’s Palissairs, and comparing my longitudes with his. Im-
mediately after sun-set 1 came to a spot where the sea was sur-
prisingly smooth and calm, a proof that there must have been
many islands near us; but we found the current here so strong,
that on the following noon the ship had been driven ¢8 miles to
the N.W. 82 deg.

Oun the 23d April, at day-break, we again set sail, and, ac-
cording to my calculation, at 10 o’clock in the morning, we
were a little to the north of the weridian of the Palissairs,
therelore I ordered our course S.S.W. At half past 10 land
was seen both to the right and left; I now steered S. to L.
which took us straight into the passage. The land to the right,
consisting of a multitude of swmall coral islands, covered with
wood, and connected by coral reefs, I declared to be a new
discovery. Their situation was more north than that of the

Palissairs, which we distinctly saw on the left, and the meri-
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dian of that we" had already passed, which ought rot to have
been by our ship’s account. 1 began to doubt the exactness of
my chronometers, when a mid-day observation convinced me
that the current had put us out, which had driven us 30 miles
W. My calculation ot the longitude of the Palissairs agreed
with that of Cook by three minutes; in our latitudes we had
no difference at all.  Convinced that the islands in S.E. were
actually the Palissairs, and consequently required no investiga-
tion, we turned our attention to those lately discovered, which
extended in a chain as far S.W, as the eye could discern ; the
accompanying chart of them will give a better idea of their
situation than any description, which I therefore omit. Iam
inclined to think them uninhabited, since we neither saw a trace
of men nor any cocoa-trees, although we had pursued the
whole chain, beginning from: the south-west end, and keeping
so near the shore that we could cven see the motion of the
trees by the wind. The length of the largest islands, which
were connected by low coral reefs, extending from 100 to 200
fathoms, was about two miles; their breadth half or a quarter
of a mile ; but all of them, even the smallest, that were not
above 100 fathoms long, were covered with very beautiful trees,
T'hese islands probably form a circle; for, from the mast-head,
we could see the horizon on the other side of the chain, the
sea appearing calm, while on this side the surf was high. At
noon we passed close by a low reef, which c¢nabled us to take
the altitude of the sun on the other side of the land; we then
followed the chain, which ran in a serpentine line, till three
o’clock in the afternoon, where we saw another long reef form-
ing the southern part, and then abruptly turning to the west.
At the same moment land was anuounced in S.S.E., and I
found, by farther investigation of the cham, by continuing my
course to N.W., that tlns long reef joined in that direction
with other islands. At six o’clock in the evening we rcached
the most westerly island of the whole chain; the length of
which to this spot, deducting the curves, was 40 miles; bere
the land abruptly turned to the N.E., and disappeared in the
N. As the sun was now setting, we were obliged to postpone
our survey till the morning, and therefore tacked during the
night with few sails; but, as soon as day-light appeared, we
found that the current had taken us away far from the land in
the east, to new islands in the west.

On the 24th, the islands discovered yesterday lay to us over
the wind, and after much tacking we only gained just enough
to see the land in the east from the mast-head. My time being
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short, I was obliged to give up the farther survey of th?se
islands, and called them the Rurick Chain. Nor could we in-
vestigate the island which we had seen from the south point of
the Rurick Chainin S.8.LE.; but, as it is discovered, some other
navigator, who chooses to try his fortune among these danger-
ous groups, may complete that which the circumstances did not
allow me to examine,

Points in the Rurick Chain which have been astronomically
determined :

i atitutlelof "tie norh OTNE -+ -= = &= HE S DI 15° 10’ S.
ongitude” SSUSITe SSURERENE. SHOLHT R B0 146 34 W.
lsatitide of (the/easn doint® < EENINEET 0 S 15 21 S.
Tlon sitide s T1T JET eI MRS U L S 146 46 W.
Latitude of the south point, where we terini-
nated*oursurvey SES SR IBEIN CNL R T 15 80 S.
J.onoft(del S Sna0 S . e Smh, B Jiiid Sk 146 46 W,
Declension of the needle =eceeuacooo- SR 6 16 E.

I now directed my course towards the land in the west, which
we had seen at day-break, and we soon saw that it was of the
same construction as the Rurick Chain, extending from E. to
W. Tollowing the southern part, within the distance of half
a mile from shore, 1 convinced myself that it must be the
Dean’s Island, in Arrowsmith’s chart. "T'he sun had set before
we had reached the end of the chain, which still kept its direc-
tion to the south. Here too we saw neither traces of men, nor
cocoa-trees, yet it is not probable that so great an extent of
land should be uninhabited. We tacked during the night, and
the following morning continued the survey.

On the 25th, when we had approached tie south point of
Deauw’s Island, and aiready began to see that the chain took its
direction to N.E., we discovered land in W.N.W. ; Dean’s
Island being at the same time under the wind, I gave up the
farther investigation of this point, turning my course towards
the land that we saw in the west, and which I took to be a new
discovery. The direction of Deaun’s Island is icorrectly drawn
10 Arrowsmith’s chart, where it seems to have been overlooked :
it is a chain of islands counnected by coral reefs., I have fre
quently had experience in my voyages with other coral islands,
to prove that they form circles, which makes me think that jt
Is also the case with this. The direction and extent of Dean’s
Islavd, after our survey, which is chiefly founded on astrono-
mical observations, is N.W. 76° and S.E. 76°, flling a space
of 72% miles in this direction, 3
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Latitude of the east point of Dean’s Island  15° 16/ 30" S,

iongituilebeiudener. L cpviodud . gbn - 147 72 o0W,
Latitude of the south POTRESE e ~--==- k5 22 30 S.
Eongififdgy=suosi_ g <y et g g 147 19 30\,
Latitude of the west POt =-cmccmeaaas E5 5005 0Dt S,
Longitude .......................... 148 22 00 W,

We soon reached the land in W., which likewise consisted of
small coral islands, connected by reefs, and extending thirteen
miles, from N.N.E. to 5.5.W.; this was also the largest group
that formed the circle, in the middle of which was a large
basin, with a woody island in the centre, which particularl
distinguishes the cluster. This group, which is undoubtedly a
new discovery, is named after the gentlemen with whom I had
made the first voyage round the world, Krusenstern, At noon
we had an excellent observation ; the N.W. point of the Kru-
senstern Islands lay to our west, Dean’s Island was seen in the
east, taking its direction to N.I., where it disappeared on the
horizon : taking cur course towards the N. we sailed between
both, and were very glad to have escaped this labyrinth of
islands, in which so many sailors had lost their lives. ~ Had not
the weather favoured us so imuch, we should have been exposed
to many dangers, and our astronomical observations would not
have deserved the same confidence, had not the sun assisted us
at all hours. A storm, or dull weather, is in these seas the in-
evitable ruin of a ship; and even the possession of an exact
chart of these islands would be of no avail, the currents being
strong, the land low, and the wind too violent to tack about,
if a vessel should have the misfortune to come near a coral reef.
The depth of the sea, at a distance of 200 fathoms, could not
be ascertained, consequently the lead will not warn against the
danger in time, for at 50 fathoms distance from the islands, the
depth is 50 fathoms, and immediately after no ground is to be
found. Notwithstanding all these dangers, I should have iiked
to have remained here a few days longer, in order to have fi-
nished the survey of some groups, if the necessity of being
within a certain space in Baring Strait had not made time too
valuable to me; thus, agreeably to instruction, I took my
course N.W. towards the region where Baumann’s Islands
are supposcd to be.

Latitude of the centre of Krusenstern Islands-~  15° 00’ S.
g Sy U SRR SR o Ay g LIaE Jagan 145 41 W,
Declension of the needle «ace oo e oo AR Ay O

During the night the wind blew a gale from N.E., accompax
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nied by rain, and we thought ourselves very fortunate in being
out of ‘the coral islands ; but seeing, notwithstanding this gale,
that the sea remained smooth, we had reason to suppose land in
N.E., and therefore used very little sail.

On the 28th, lat. 12° 2/, long. 154° 38, at six o’clock in the
evening, we were on the spot where Baumaun’s Islands are said
to be, without perceiving the least sign of land; we steered
N.W. to pursue the line where the islands of Roggewein and
Penhoven are supposed to be, but also without finding them ;
which makes me conclude that these islands, the existence of
which had already been doubted, are not actually to be found.
I then directed my course towards Penrhyn’s Islands, which
had only been seen by their discoverer at a distance, and have
not been examined since. But, as this would make our voyage
longer, 1 was obliged to reduce the allowance of water to one
bottle a head per day.

Qu the g0th, in the afternoon, we saw Penrhyn’s Islands,
which we found, liké all other coral islands, forming a circle,
connected by reefs, from the lake in the middle; many rocks
were also seen above the water. We were surprised to see
these islands covered with thick forests of cocoa-trees, and our
astonishment was agreeably increased when we perceived, by
the columns of smoke issuing from them, that this small and
distant group was inhabited.  With our telescopes we could
even see the people running about on shore, and the setting
sun only induced us to postpone the farther investigation iill
the next day. We tacked about in fine weather, while innu-
merable quantities of bonitos surrounded our ship.  On the Ist
of May we brought the Rurick under the wind ; at eight o’clock
we were in calin water, within a couple of miles from land, and
then distinctly saw a great many people on shore, actively en-
gaged in putting their boats to sea, while some from the other
islands were already approaching in theirs. 'The population,
with reference to the size of the land, is disproportionate, so
that I cannot conceive how they all find food there. On sce-
Ing a number of boats coming towards us, we came-to: some
of the boats, which carried from 12 to 18 people, had sails ; in
cach of them was an old mau, probably the commander of the
rowers, for he was sitting gravely, with a wreath of palm-
branches round his neck, bolding up in his left hand a palm-
branch, as a sign of peace. When the boats had approached us,
within a distance of 20 fathoms, they stopped and began singing
in a very melancholy strain ; but, after this ceremony, they fear-
lessly came nearer, yet without coming on-board.  We were,
however, cruclly disappointed in our expectation of meeting
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with fresh provisions, for they brought nothing but unripe co-
coa-nuts, which they offered to barter for old nails and Pleces
of iron ; however, to profit something by them, I allowed every
one to supply himself with the manufactures of the savages, as
far as he liked. The Rurick was soon surrounded by 26 boats,
which we kept on one side of us, my crew not being sufliciently
strong to protect the ship against the greediness of 300 savages.
The trade was carried on in a very lively and clamorous man-
ner; many boats, in their endeavour to be foremost with their
goods, upset, but the most violent quarrel always ended with
laughing and joking. Those who could not approach the Ru-
rick, on account of the crowd, amused themselves in their boats
with singing and dancing ; their droll movements, and particu-
larly their skill in making faces, gave us much amusement.

The exchanges were effected by means of a rope, to which
they fastened their goods without mistrust, and waited pa-
tiently for their payment, which was conveyed to them in the
same way. One of the chiefs, who got up so high on the side
of the ship that he could reach to look over the castle, was
pulled back by the legs by the others, amidst lamentable
screams; but, when he had got back again into the boat, they
surrounded him, and with a great many gestures he told them
of the wonders which he had seen, shewing, at the same time,
the presents which we had made him, to reward his conrage,
By degrees, the boldness of the islanders increased, they stole as
much as they could, and, at last, went even so far as to threa-
ten us, Unacquainted with the superiority of Furopean arms,
they grew bold by their numbers, which they shewed by their
wild cries. At last I was obliged to have a musket fired, which
had its effect : in the same instant they all jumped into the sea,
in which they disappeared. A death-like silence followed the
moustrous noise, and an immense grave seemed to have swal-
Iowed ‘them all, till, by degrces, one head after the other ap-
peared above the surface. Iright and terror were depicted in
every face; they looked carefully about them to see what mis-
chief the report had done, and, when they found that there
was none, they returned into their boats; but they were more
orderly. ~ Nothing pleased them better than large nails, for
which they sold us some lances of black wood, very neatly made,
with some other arms.

These islanders resemble in size and strength the inhabitants
of the Marquesas; their faces, too, may be something like
themn, although those of the Marquesas seemed to me to be
handsomer and whiter. Of the women 1 cannot judge, having
seen only two of them, who were old and very ugly. ‘They
have the happy cheerful temper of the other South-Sca island-
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ers, but they are rather more savage in their conduct. It is re-
markable that these islanders are not tattooed, in which they
deviate from all the other South-Sea islanders, particularly as
they are so near the Friendly Islands, that they either have their
origin among them or they have been driven here frqm the
Washington Islands. However, not to be altogether without
ornaments, most of them have scratched stripes down their
backs, which gives them, with their long matted hair hang-
ing over them, a disgusting appearance. With the excep-
tion of a few, who wear a girdle of badly-made stuff, they
are all naked. 'They wear their nails long, and they form pro-
Lably the principal ornament of the chiefs, for I saw several
who had them near three inches long. The Penrhyns do not
possess the tree from which, in most of the South-Sea islands,
they make their dresses; which is a proof that they have no
connexion with the Friendly Islands; yet they understood some
words of their language, which we repeated, borrowed from
Cook’s Voyages, ‘I'heir boats, which are badly made, resem-
ble those of the Marquesas, having also the balanciers, and
carry conveniently twelve men; the sails, made of coarse mat-
ting, are only fit to sail with the wind. Whether the islands
produce any thing besides cocoa-nuts, T cannot say; of these,
however, judging by the number of trees, there must be a
great abundance. Through the telescopes, we saw many wo-
men walking on shore, who were admiring the ship from a great
distance; we did not perceive a house, but we saw a stone wall,
which was very well built,  Of the fresh provisions which we
had taken from Conception, we had now left but a small pig,
which we shewed to the savages, who seemed to know it, and
wished toget it.  We at last counted thirty-six boats, carrying
three hundred and sixty men, whose number would have in-
creased if we bad stayed here Jonger, for we saw already seve-
ral canoes coming towards us. Ishould have liked to have gone
on shore, but could not venture with my few people, the sa-
vages being so numerous and hold.

Towards noon, we had a violent thunder-storm, just when I
was about quitting the islands.  "The savages, far from being
frightened at the thunder, had fastened their boats to our ship,
and endeavoured to draw the nails out of it, making, at the
same time, such a noise, that it was impossible to hear the word
of command. To get rid of them 1 hoisted all sails, and the
unexpected quick motion of the ship, which upset several of
their boats, obliged them to desist; but they followed us for a
long time, muking signs that they wished our return., The
great population of these islands, the bold spirit of the savages,
aud their several arms, prove that there must be otlier islands

. N
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near them with which they are connected, and, undoubtedly,
also carrying on war,

We found the latitude of this groupa. ------ 9% 1, 35%S.

The mean between the chronometers and the
pEsERvedilongititde Aot ULl 2 iy O _ya 157 /734" 329W,

WEelénsion of the needlec i 0 oLl L iyl 8 28 0 E.

Leaving these islands, I endeavoured to cross the equator un-
der 180 deg. longitude, where I expected to make new disco-
veries ; but was ultimately obliged to give up this plan, on ac-
count of the oppressive heat, and the frequent calms which kept
us too long on our voyage.

On the 4th of May, lat. 7° 317 39" S, long? JH22 7 9" St
rained so much that we filled twelve casks of water. Tor some.
days past we bad had blasts of wind from all quarters of the
compass ; within the last twenty-four hours the current had
driven us 321 miles to the S,W., and it was but now that we
fell in with the real N,E. trade-wind.

On the sth of May, lat. 5° 14°34” S., long. 168° 25' 33" W.,
we saw a great quantity of sea-birds, which, after sun-set, flew
to the south. We caught three, two of which we set at liberty,
after having fixed aslip of parchment to their necks, with the
name of the ship and the date written upon it; the third was
consigned to the collection, They were a kind of sea-swallow,
about the size of a pigeon, but black, except a white spot on
their heads. We could not doubt, from the great number of
birds, that we were near many uninhabited islands and rocks,
and, 1f time had permitted, I should have followed the direc
tion of the birds to the S.W, ; but, as it was, the current took
us every day from between 33 to 45 milesto N.W., in which
dircction it continued till the 11th, when we cut the equator
under long. 175° 27" 55",

T'he declension of the needle was found 8° 4' East.  On the
12th of May, In lat. 1° 17' 46" N., long. 177° ¥, we saw,
among many sea-birds, one land-bird, Lut could see no land,
even from the mast-head ; which made us conclude that it lay
very low. The thermonicter stood for some days and nights
upon 25° heat. In the night we killed a dolphin of seven feet
long, the flesh of which we found excellent, having been so
long without fresh meat; its taste was something like that of
beef.

On the 19th we were between the parallels of 8 and g degrees,
in search of the Mulgraves, where Arrowsmith has placed them
in his chart. At three o’clock p.m., according to our account,
we cut the chain in lat. §? 45" 52" N. without seeing a trace of
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Jand.  Our longitude, according to our chronometers, the cor-
rectness of which we had proved but the day before, was 187°
47 147, I steered fifteen miles west, thinking that the longi-
tude of the islands on the chart might be incorrect ; but, not
finding them in that direction, I turned the vessel again to
the north, The chart seemed to me to be incorrect, as the
opening between 8 and 9 degrees must be larger, since it was
impossible to cut the chain without finding land; an opinion in
which I was confirmed, when, on my return, I spoke to Mr.
Arrowsmith in London, who told me that he had drawn the
Mulgrave’s chain on his chart upon the uncertain accounts of
traders, even Captain Gilbert’s Chart having given nothing
clear about them.

On the 20th we still continued our course to N.N.W. and
at noon, found the lat. 9° 26' 21", long. 180° 19’ 6" W, [
cntirely gave up the plan of sailing any farther north, steering
direct to west, because, judging by the chart, 1 still thought I
might find the chain in this parallel. In this direction 1 sailed
for thirty-five miles, without seeing any thing. = Having no
further time to lose, we steered with full sails to N.W.N.,
straight for Kamtschatkaj and it was not until the following
year, that I saw, what dangers we had escaped in that dark
night, having sailed through low groups of islands, within a
very short distance of them,

On the 21st we saw land in N.W., consisting of several
islands, resembling the Rurick-chain. At two o’clock, being
yet one mile and a half from their south-point, we saw some
smoke rising from among the cocoa-trees, and, pursuing the
N. L. side of the chain to N., perceived a multitude of pcople on
shore, staring at our ship. We had to double a long coral-reef,
connccted with the islands, ranning far out into the sea, and
scarcely visible above the surface.  We were soon in the high
sea, in calm water, and suiled towards the small island in S. W,
whilst at 200 fathoms from the reef we could not find the bottom
with the lead. It began to grow dark when we approached
the small island, where we also saw people, and in the same
momnent another group of islands was seen from the mast-head
mn the S.; but we were obliged to defer our investigation till
the next day. The situation of all these islands will be found
in the annexed chart.

On the 22nd of May we steered towards the land, but could
not reach the spot where we had been yesterday, till nine
o’clock, the current having driven us, during the night, far W,
on the island, the north-side of which was covered with a beau-
tiful grove of cocoa trees: we saw several people in a large

4
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boat, which soon came sailing towards us. We immediately
came-to, and admired the clever construction of it, and the skill
with which it was managed. 'I'he boat stopped at a distance of
100 fathoms from us. It carried nine islanders, who showed us
frait, and intimated by signs that, if we came on shore, they
would supply us with plenty. We were astonished at the
modest behaviour of these people, so different from that of the
Penrhyns, and this could hardly be expected in a south-sea-
island, which had never been visited before. 'T'hey were all
unarmed, and appeared in the greatest subordination; the chief
sat cross-legged on the left side of the boat, upon an elevated
seat, placed upon the balancier, and covered with coloured
mats, his head being adorned with tlowers and shells. They
looked at the ship with astonishment and curiosity, pointing at
the objects which pleased them most, and talking loudly among
themselves. When I found that all our endeavours to draw
them on-board were ineffectual, I ordered a boat to be lowered,
hoping that so small a craft would appear less frightful to them.
Their astonishment was very great, when they saw it desceud
from the Rurick. Idispatched Lieut. Schischmareff, with some
of our scientific gentlemen, to gain the confidence of the savages
by presents: the arrival of the boat terrified them much; but,
when it came near, they willingly accepted our presents.
Lieut. Schischmareff endeavoured to get into their boat, when
they quickly threw a pandanus-fruit and a coloured mat into
ours, and then rowed oft with the greatest speed; we could
not come in contact with them again, although they remained
near the ship, and {requently beckoned us to go on shore; but
this I could not do, on account of the coral-reefs with which
the island was surrounded, having no leisure to seek for a land-
ing-place. Their boat sailed against the wind in an admirable
manner; it had but one sail of an disproportionate size, made
of fine matting, in the form of an acute triangle, the sharp
angle of which was turned downwards. The skilland dexterity
with which they turned their boat in tacking, deserves the ad-
miration of cvery sailor.

These islanders were of a black colour, rather tall and thin;
their black, straight hair was interspersed with tlowers, and
their necks and ears were strangely ornamented; their dress
consisted of two mats, plaited and dyed with great ingenuity,
both of which were tied round the waist, onc before and the
other behind, hanging down as far as their knees ; the rest of
the body was naked. 'Their countenances bore the expression
of good nature, and some resemblance to those of the Malays.

After having finished our survey, we steered to the south,
to examine also the other group. The savages followed us,
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holding up fruit in their hands. I again came-to, .hopmg that
they would now payv us a visit, and was again qlSaPPO““ed-
‘They also stopped their boat, shouted at every motion we madle3
particularly when a large sail was turned, which they probably
took for a work of enchantment, since they c-ould not sec the
ropes by which the sails were managed. Seecing there was no
prospect of a meeting, I continned my eourse. B
We soon had a distinet view of the sccond group, consisting
of acircle of small islands, connected by corakreels, seeming
to contain a deep sea in the middle.  This group 1s separated
from the other by a channel, three miles and a half long,
through which I resolved to sail, a steersman with a googl tqles-
cope having been placed on the mast-head, to warn us I time
against any danger; we, however, found the channel free from
rocks, and the depth unfathomable. At four o’clock in the
afternoon we had reached the N.W, part of the group, “'.}“Ch
ended with a dangerous reef. 1t scemed to us to be uninhabited,
and, although thickly covered with wood, we could not see a
single palm-tree.  Upon the forner group too, the population
could not be considerable, since we saw only two boats, and but
few on the neighbouring shorc. 1 named the first group
Kutusoff, and the second Suwaroff.—Both together occupy
twenty-five miles and a half from N. to S.; their situation' may
be seen on the chart. The latitude of the channel we found
119117207, N. the longitude, by the chronometers, 190° y’ 23",
The declension of the needle 11° 8, K. At six o’clock we had
again an open sea, and we steercd N.N.W. towards Kamts-
chatka. Tt would certainly have been more prudent not to
have sailed in this entirely unknown seca, but our time was
short, and, employing every measure the circumstances could
dictate, werapidly continued our course, under God’s protection,
On the 2yth of May, lat. 24° 25', long. 1979 3¢'.  The
society of Agriculture in St, Petersburgh had given me three
small boxes of dried meat (called meat biscuit), and one with
dried cabbage: this invention, the utility of which had been
proved on land, was now to be tried on sea; and, I was commis-
stioned to open one box of meat at the first crossing of the
north-tropic; the second, with the cabbage, at the second
crossing of the same, and to bring back the third to St. Peters-
burg. The boxes were made of thin boards, in a way to allow
a free current of air, a process which I did not think calculated
for the sea, and which was probably the chief cause of both
the meat and cabbage being spoiled. On crossing the tropic
for the second tine, to-day, I had the cabbage and the second
box of meat opened, and, as they appeared mouldy, we made
a soup-of them, which was sexrved upon the officer’s table. We
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all found that it might be eatable in case of necessity, but that
it was rather disagreeable in taste, and the physician declared
it to be unwholesome, on account of the inaterials being half
spoiled, particularly the cabbage, which, containing oil, had
become rancid and injurious to health ; the meat which tasted
like spoiled cod, had also lost all its nutritious qualities. In
order to get rid of the disagrecable taste of the soup we had
Just eaten, 1 had some boxes of English patent-meat opened,
which, being boiled in steam, soldered up in such a manner as
to completely exclude the external air, is, after years, not to
be distinguished from the fresh.

On the 3d in lat. 31° 49, long. 200° 15/, we saw a great
many sca-birds, particularly tropic-birds, passing by us. The
colour of the water had, since noon, become so dirty, that,
towards four o’clock p.M., fearing to be upon a shallow, I had
the plummet thrown out, without finding the bottom in 100
fathoms. Dr. Eschscholz, who regularly, every noon, examined
the temperature of the surface of the sea with the thermometer,
found it this moment 23° colder: a proof that the depth of the
sea had considerably increased since that time, and that we pro-
bably were near some unknown land, which the thick fog that
surrounded us kept concealed. During the night the water
had reassumed its usual colour.

On the 13th we had a violent storm from N.W. in lat. 477,
which brought such intense cold, that lumps of ice feel down
upon deck from the rigging; this change of temperature we
felt the more sensibly, having had for some months past, day
and night, 24° of warmth. Since we had left the parallel 339,
we were constantly surrounded by fogs.

On the 18th we saw the coast of Kamtschatka covered with
snow and 1ce.

On the 19th we sailed towards Awatscha Bay. Towards
noon, as we were approachiang it, we perceived upon the high
rocks on the north-side, a telegraph in full work, an unexpected
sight in these regions. It announced the arrival of ships to the
commandant of Peter-Paul’s Port, who by this means gains
sufficient time to send out boats, with anchors and ropes, to meet
them at the narrow entrance of Awatscha Bay, where they are
of great service. We were slowly towed into the harbour,
where we cast anchor at twelve o’clock at night.  Winter,
which, as it was said, had been unusually long this year, yet
reipued all avound, and we in vain looked for a green spot.
‘The day after our arrival, our chronometers gave the longitude
of the harbour 201° 15’ 30", the true longitude being, accord-
Ing to the observation of the astronomer Horn, 201° 16 407,
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"This small difference showed the accuracy of our chronometers,
and that all the longitudes in our voyage may be received with
implicit confidence. ]

My first care was to repair the Rurick, \vlllf)h ha.d grgatly
suffered by the storms, particularly the copper, for which Lieut.
Rudokof, "the governor, gave us the copper of the old ship
Diana, the same in which Golownin had undertaken the voyage
to Japan, and which, on account of its shattered state, he had
been obliged to leave here, continuing his Journey to l_iUSSl'd by
land. By the activity of the governor, our ship was In a short
time ready to sail. Since I was here with Capt. I&rusens:terr?,
the state of Kamtschatka has been greatly improved, which is
chiefly to be attributed to the same governor, who has done
more to benefit the country than all his predecessors.

On the 15th of July our ship was ready to sail, and we were
waiting only for a favourable wind ; the crew were 1n excellent
condition, except Lieutenant Zacharin, who had been sickly
during the whole voyage; which obliged me to keep the
watch in rotation with Lieutenant Schischinareft, a service from
which the commander of such an expedition ought to be ex-
empt, having so much other employment. This is, certainly,
the first voyage of discovery which has been sucqessfully coma-
pleted by two officers only. Lieut. Zacharin being obliged to
stay here, I had only one officer left to continue my course to
Baring Strait; which, however, did not make me ‘waive m
resolution, as his zeal, like inine, remained undiminished. I
only regretted, that the hope which I at first entertained had
becn frustrated, there being but little prospect of accomplishing
much in Baring Strait, since one of us had always to stay on
board. Mr. Wormskloid, too, wished to continue here, in
order to examine the lofty hills of Kamtschatka, for which pur-
pose I recommended him to Lieut. Rudokof.

My crew of twenty were rather too few for the enterprise in
Baring Strait, I therefore obtained six additional men from the
garrison, whom I promised to bring back the next year ; besides
an dlwoutskan of the Russo-American Company.

For those of my readers who are fond of scientific objects, I
add, in conclusion of my first year’s voyage, a table giving the
temperature of the sea in various depths, The observations
have been made very carefully, with a good Six’s thermometer,
and I warrant their correctness. The divisions of both the
Six’s thermometer, and our other, are after Farenheit. As such
observations, when made-in a boat, require it should be a per-
fect calm, they are rarely undertaken by mariners,



hart

Y2002

figust 1816.

| /’-4// }7("{/:'r.’// :

L (}/' ———

| s ST RAXT,

63 |8l

Neele & Son e 352

o Strand







Kotzebue’s Voyage round the IVorld. 37

Degree of warmth ‘rans-
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of the sea.
1815. The Atlantic. North. | West.
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— 16 | 69° 1 50 138 72,5 39°, 4 139, 8 10
s 560 0 96 - = S —_
1816. Cape Horn. Sonth | West.
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April 7 4 South Sea.
Morning.| 78, 5 68, 5 125 79, 2 18,17 | 124,56 | 13
— — 57,5 175 - — S —
Noon. {796 68, 0 125 80, 0 -— - Rt
April 13 | 80, 0 79,0 10 79, 8 15°,26' | 133,42 | 13
— —_ 79, 0 20 —- —_ g --
= — 78,0 50 = == o= —
== 80,0 72,0 100 79, 8 15,26 | 133,42 | 13
: 56,0 | 200
— P O s — e —_—
May 12 : On the Eqnator. | North. | South.
— 82,5 55, 0 300 1 83,0 ° — | 177,5 14
: ’ Northern ()cezan.
June 1 | 74,0 | 62,0 100 75,0 | 29,24 [199,26] 1.
= el 070 b5 300 = — T 24,
June 6 | G1,0 59, 5 10 63, 0 37, 3 199, 17| 2
= - a6, 8 25 — — — 'l
= 5 el sl 52417 100 e A fus fr
— —_ 43, 0 300 —_ == == —_

After having dispatched the accounts of our first year’s
voyage to the chancellor, by express, and having waited in vain
for the post from St. Petersburg, which usually arrives about
this time of the year, we left Awatscha Bay, notwithstanding the
contrary wind.

From Kamtschatka to the newly discovered I otzebue-Sound,
behind Baring Strait.—On the 20th of June we saw Baring’s
Island, whose rocky snow-covered heights bore a cheerless
aspect. On the S.W., side of it is a small rocky island, which
has not yet been mentioned in any chart. Our observations
gave us for the northern point, lat, 50° 22' 177, long. by the
chronometer, 194° 4’ 7" for the S.W. point, lat. 55° 17" 18",
long. 194° ¢/ 377. TFrom this island wec steered towards the
western part of St. Lawrence Island. The 26th lat. 63° 0/,
long. 171° 43", In our approach to Baring’s Land, we lost
the fine weather, and we now had a thick fog with a constant
drizzling rain.

Having made no observation since we were at Baring’s
Island, our situation by the chart was uncertain ; but, by the
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ship’s account, we were near St. Lawrence-islaud, 20 miles off
its S.W. point. At three o’clock, the fog having cleared up a
little, we discovered in the NLE. 6°, the summit of a hill, which
was immediately lost again in the fog 5 we were obliged to tack
for the remainder of the day and during the whole of the
night, using the plummet as our guide. The barometer,
during this bad weather, was always very high. Notwith-
stacding all the care we took in excluding the rats, when the
Rurick was built, we discovered one to.day upon deck. A
chase being immediately ordered, we killed that and two others,
which had probably got in at Peter-Paul’s harbour ; there being
many of those vermin at that place, but where they had never
been seen before the arrival of the Nodeshola; so that 1 had
probably ordered the death of the descendants of my former
travelling-companions.

On the 27th, the fog still continuing, T resolved to take my
course straight for the land, having (requently made the experi-
ment, that, with a high stand of the barometer, the weather is
fine on shore, while there is a thick fog a mile off the coast.
T'en fathoms’ depth soon announced that we were near it; the
fog disappeared, and we saw the sun shining upon a noble
range ol snowy hills. The ncarest distance from shore was
two miles, the extent of the country in I, and . being hidden
by the fog; but the Rurick was safe within a small open bay.
On shore we saw people and tents, and I resolved to take the
opportunity of gétting acquainted with the inhabitants of an
island which had never been visited beforec. We lowered two
boats, and we all started well armed.  We did not ventare to
come to anchor in this open bay, and the Rurick remained
under sail.  The wind blowing gently from S.W. obliged the
Rurick to stand a little farther from land, and we soon lost
sight of her in the fog. At a short distance Irom shore, we fell
i with a baydare, carrying ten islanders, who fearlessly ap-
proached us, shouting and beckoning with the most singular
grimaces, and holding up to us black foxes’ skins. We per-
ceived, that they had arms concealed in their baydare, and
were, thercfore, on our guard.  After some salutations, which
consisted in their stroking themselves, with both hands, several
times, from the face to the stomach, their first word was fobacco!
We gave them some leaves, which they immediately put in their
mouths ; alterwards I saw them smoking 1t from small stone
pipes, about the size of a thimble: they returned my presents by
preseuting me with several articles of their manufacture.  After
this short intercourse I continued my course to the shore, which
scemed to frighten them very uch, for they ran about
uieasily 5 and many, probably women, fled to the hills.  Some
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of them met us rather courageously, others strove in vain to
conceal their fear under the mask of hospitality 5 at all our
motions they laughed immoderately, but, as soon as they susa
pected the least hostility, their countenances were visibly
changed, and some prepared for flight, others for resistance’;
but, when they perceived their mistake, they were as friendly
as belore 5 their quick transition from mirth to gravity had a
ludicrous effect on their faces, which were profusely smeared
with whale-oil.  We landed, in company with the islanders,
opposite their tents, while they assisted us in dragging our
boats on shore.  "This place seems only to be visited in summer,
when the islanders are cmployed in catching whales, morses
and seals; for we saw no fixed habitation, but only a few tents,
made of whalebone and covered with morse’s skins, A deep
cellar dog in the ground, and filled with boiled whale-oil,
blubber, dried seal-flesh, and morse’s teeth, also proved that
they came here only to collect their winter-stock. They
also gave us to understand, by various signs, that their proper
settlements were behind the cape in the west, whither they in-
vited us ; and a second boat arriving from that side, in which
there were two women, dressed like men, and with hideous tat-
tooed faces, confirmed our supposition. I regretted I could
not understand the language of these people, as 1 might other-
otherwise bave derived much interesting information from
them. In many respects these islanders resembled the inhabi-
tants of Norten Sound, described by Cook ; they are of a mid-
dling size, of a vobust healthy appearance ; their dresses, made
of skin, were exceedingly filthy. My Aleut, who had been for
some time on the peninsula of Aliaksa, said that these two na-
tions strongly resembled cach other in language and other re-
spects.  We saw here several European iron and copper uten-
sils; each isldnder was armed with a knife an ell long, (proba-
bly two feet, Zransl.) and his person adorned with large blue
and white beads.

While the naturalists were traversing the hills, I conversed
with thenatives, who, on understanding I was the commander,
invited me to their tents.  Here they spread a dirty skin on the
ground, upon which they seated e, after that they seve-
rally came up to embrace ‘me, at the same time rubbing their
noses forcibly against mine, and finishing their caresses by spit.
ting in their hands, which they passed several times over my
tace. I bore these ceremonies, however disgusting, with the
greatest calmness ; however, to prevent a repetition of them, I
distributed tobacco leaves among them, which they gratefully
accepted. They were about to salute e again ; and by no
other means could 1 escape the attack than by distributing
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beads, kunives, and scissars.  But, after this, I was doomed to a
still greater trial if possible ; they produced a wooden trough,
filled with whale blubber, the great delicacy of all northern
nations inhabiting the sea-shores, but of which I ate heartily,
notwithstanding the disgust and nausea it creates to an Euro-
yean stomach. This condescension, together with the presents
[ made them, put the seal on our friendship. My host, who
was probably the chief, now ordered a dance : one of them ad-
vanced, and made, without moving from the spot, the most
ludicrous contortions of the body and the most horrible grimaces,
which the others accompanied by singing a song, consisting
only of two notes, sometimes high, at another time low, while
they beat time upon a small tambourine. This performance be-
ing over, I tookashort walk into the interior, but the fog soon
obliged me to return; and, for fear it would increase, we bas-
tened to the vessel; where the savages, who seemed to regret
our departure, promised to visit us. ‘T'he natives call thisisland
T'schibocki, and the land in the east (America) Kalilack. The
part which we saw has a very melancholy appearance; it con-
sists of a range of rather high hills, covered with snow; not
even a tree or shrub is perceptible upon the grey rocks, except
here and there short grass springing from between the moss; a
few plants scantily appear above the ground, yct even here there
were some flowers blooming.  ‘T'he arms of the natives, which
are probably used more in the chase than in war, consist of
bows, arrows, and lances; two of the latter we found lined with
broad well-wrought steel, which they obtain, as we afterwards
learnt, with their other Kuropcan utensils, from the Tschutsche.
They appeared never to have seen Iluropeans; this was evi-
dent from the surprise with which they beheld us. Nothing,
however, surpriscd them so much as my telescope, which
brought the most distant objects close before them. At twelve
o’clock p.m. we all arrived on-board, well pleased with our
respective discoveries. The next day we tacked about in a
thick fog, without seeing the Jand, although we were close by
it; but, as the coast here 1s a regular slope, we could approach
1t, without any apprenension of danger, by means of the plum-
met, till within ten or twelve fathoms. The sounding is of fine
sand and small stoiies. It was my intention to keep here till
the fog had cleared off, and thus it would have given me an
opportunity of recognising the situation of our ship, and then
to have taken my course between St. Lawrence Island and the
coast of Asia.

On the 28th the horizon was clear, but we had no sun.
The west coast of St. Lawrence, stretching from S, by E. to N.
by W., was only three miles distant, and we distinguished the
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bay where we had landed the day before, by the small rock
island on its western part, It is placed in the S;W. part of St,
Lawrence. I took my course to the north, along the shore;
but, on account of the wind, advanced slowly. At ten
o’clock in the evening, it being already tolerably dark, we saw
three baydares, with eight or ten men in each, making towards
us, which induced me to come-to, when they immediately got
on-board., Their behaviour evidently shewed that they had ne-
ver seen an European vessel before. The first that came upon
deck I recognized to be my kind host, who immediately clasped
me in his arms, and violently rubbed his nose against mine, at
the same time frequently passing his oily hand over my face.
A rapid trade now began: within half an hour my sailors had
exchanged buttons and similar articles for two hundred kam-
laikas (a name given in Kamtschatka to a species of dress made
like a shirt, and sewn together with the intestines of seals, sea-
lions, and morses). This dress, which is worn over the other
clothes, protects them against the wet and damp, and is there-
fore very useful in this climate. I have observed that in a damp
air in all these regions the natives are in the habit of putting it
on over their other warm clothes, and I myself have often ex-
perienced its beneficial eflects in this high northern climate.

On the 29th, a fresh breeze from the S.W, had separated us
last night from the islanders. At day-break we saw the north
Point of St, Lawrence Island. The promontory is discernible by
arock, rising perpendicularly from the sea; a little to the south
a small neck of land streiches to the west, which bhad a singular
appearance from the ju tes (subterrancous dwellings) and rows
of whalebones, which the natives bad fixed perpendicularly in
the ground round their habitations. Three baydares, with ten
men in each, approached us within ten paces, where they stop-
ped, chaunting in a pitiful voice; one of them, rising, spoke
some words in an energetic manner, and while bolding up a small
black dog in his hand, drew forth a knife, with which he stab-
bed the animal, and then threw it into the sca. This ceremony
being terminated, during which the others kept a profound si-
lence, they came close to the sbip, yet few only ventured
upon deck. [ found no difference between them and our
fricnds of yesterday ; like them, they call themselves Tschibocko,
and the opposite coast of Asia, IWemen. After an hour we left
St. Lawrence Island, taking our course towards Baring Strait,
with the intention of visiting Norten Sound the next year.

Ou the 30th of July, as soon as we had left St. Lawrence Is-
land, we were again enveloped in fog. The west coast of the
island we had surveyed trigonometrically ; but no point is de-
termined astronomically, the sun not allowing us an observa-

Vovaces, Vol. V1, G




42 Kotzebue’s Voyage round the World.

tion. Notwithstanding all the precautions which I had t?k?n,
our men were severely troubled with coughs and colds. Twice
a day they drank tea, in their bold a fire was constantly burn-
ing to keep it dry and warm, and they were never allowed [to
remain in their damp clothes after they were relieved from the
watch.  No Russian sailor would voluntarily take this precau-
tiot 3 he would sufler his clothes to dry upou him, without fear-
ing any ill eflects which might arise from it and I found great
difticulty in obliging them to adopt that measure.

At four o’clock n the morning the fog disappeared ; the
Isle of King lay before us, ata distance of eight miles ; and at
eight o’clock we distinctly save the Cape Prince of Wal‘es and
the islands of Gwozdeft, and even the coast of Asia. For the
first time during our stay at Baring’s Island the sun shone forth,
and allowed us some observations, which still confirmed the ac-
curacy of the chronometers, They gave the longitude of King
Island only by a few minutes’ difference to that of Cook ; we
found it 586 feet high. ; .

At two o'clock p.m. we were between the Cape Prince o
Wales and Gwozdeft’s Islands, of which Cook’s as well as all
other charts give only three. The clear weather, however, en-
abled me to discover a fourth, surpassing all the others in ex-
tent, and which I named Ratmanoff, after the lieutenant (now
captain) of that name, under whose command I was during the
voyage of Krusenstern. Itissingular that this island was neither
seen by Cook nor by Clark, both having sailed close by it; and
I am of opinion that it has probably since risen from the ocean.
On a level, which stretches from Cape Prince of Wales west,
we saw a number of jurtes together, with scaffoldings, made
of whalebone, for drying fish, Our distance from shore be-
ing only three miles, we saw crowds of people staring at our
large ship, but without making any attempt to come on-board.
Availing ourselves of the wind and the clear weather, T conti-
nued my course along the level land extending to E.N.E. from
Cape Prince of Wales, and which was entirely covered with
rich verdure; there were no trees, but a few shrubs, and some
snow on the tops of the island hills. The numerous habitations
that so thickly cover this coast, indicate an abundant popu-
lation ; a baydare, which we saw under sail, took its course to
the north, without making any attempt to come near our ves-
sel. Tkept as close inshore as the depth of the water, which was
scarcely five fathomns, would allow; and which made it lmpos-
sible to overlook any deep bay or inlet. The depih gradually
and regularly increases, so that at nine fathoms the land is
scarcely visible ; therefore it is not surprising that Cook, who
kept in seventeen fathoms, never noticed this level.
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On the 31st of July, after having continued the survey of the
coast during the whole night, in clear weather, I cast anchor
within two miles of shore, in a depth of five fathoms, perceiv-
an inlet which I wished to examine more minutely, At four
o’clock, accompanied by the naturalists, I left the Rurick in
two well-armed boats, landing opposite our anchorage, near
some habitations. We went towards the jurtes, which are
builtin a linealong the coast, but were only welcomed by dogs,
which joined us without any fear; they appeared of the same
breed as those used in Kamtschatka for drawing sledges. We
got upon the roofs of the jurtes without seeing any of the inba-
bitants, who, more frightened than their dogs, seemed to have
fled at our approach. The interior of their dwellings we found
clean and comfortable. The approach on the S.E. side con-
sisted of an opening three feet high, supported by wood, en-
closed by an earthen wall on each side. On entering, we found
ourselves in a chamber seven feet high, asmany in breadth, and
ten feet long, the roof and sides of which were lined with wood.
On the left was a drench the whole length of the chamber,
filled with picces of black blubber a foot square, and near it
Jay sieves with long handles, something like our fish-spoons.
On the right side was a narrow channel of two feet and a half
deep and seven feet long, through which we were obliged to
creep to get into a passage of six feet high, but not broader
than the channel. At the end of the passage was a deal parti-
tion, witha round opening of one foot and a half in diameter
in the centre, through which we entered into a capacious anti-
chamber, ten feet square and six fect high; the latter increased
towards the middle of the ceiling, which had an aperture in the
centre covered with a fish-bladder, so as to admit the light. On
the wall opposite the entrance were fixed, a foot and a half
above the ground, broad deals, for bedsteads, which occupied
about a third part of the space; and against the other walls
small ladders were placed horizontally, being used as shelves
for their utensils. The walls and ceilings were made of small
vafts, the visible sides of which were planed. All the other
houses were built after the plan of the one here described, which
mnust have belonged to a numerous family, having, besides those
above-mentioned, two small side rooms, The floors were raised
three feet above the ground, between which were cellars for
provisions, or probably used as dog-kennels; the walls and
floors were likewise made of wood, and they had windows, but
no bedsteads. Several utensils and other neatly-made articles,
belonging to the inbabitants, lay scattered about their dwellings,
among which I particularly admired two small sledges, very
prettily made of whale and morses’ bones, affording a proof that
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the dogs were Lere used for drawing. After some investigation,
we fout;’xd that we were on an island about eight mllcs.long, apd
on the widest part one mile broad. Having crossed it, we dis-
tinctly saw that the opposite continent formed a wide bagr,
where, on three points, the junction of the land could not ﬁ
seen. Although we could not expect to find a passage through
this inlet, into the icy sea, we wis.h(}(l to penetrate farther into
the country, with the view of gaining some very interesting
information. The island, which lay immediately before the
bay, formed, with the continent in N.E. and S.W., a smalll
passage. We saw at this moment a large boat, probably made
of skin, with black sails, entering into the bay throug.h the S.W.
passage, and disappearing in the east, under the horizon. This
circumstance immediately determined me to penetrate into the
bay through the N.E. passage, which appeared wider than that
in 5.W. ; therefore, getting into our boats, we sailed along the
island towards N,E. I shall not enter upon any description of
the coasts which we here discovered, referring the reader to the
accompanying chart, We found the N.E. passage to be one
mile and a half wide ; the depth of the middle of the navigable
water eight fathoms ; the water, just rising in the current, ran
into the bay with the velocity of three miles an hour. We
landed at the N.E. point, where we made a fire, and within
half an hour we bhad an excellent soup, made of the English
patent-meat. I found the utility of this method particularly
instanced in our frequent excursions in boats, on account of its
portability.

We had just finished our dinner, when we saw two boats,
built like those of the Alioutskans, each carrying only one man,
coming towards us, with the greatest velocity, from the oppo-
site. shore.  'T'hey approached our encampment within fifty
paces, when they observed us attentively, communicating their
observations to each other, and at last began counting us.  All
our endeavours to entice them to come on shore were useless ;
they struck their hands against their heads, and then fell down
on the ground, probably with a view of intimating to us that
we should kill them if they came nearer. They could, how-
cver, have no idea of fire-arms, as they were within musket-
shot, and a number of muskets were standing around us. The
dress of these Americans consisted of whale-guts, looking very
filthy, and having in their countenances a strong expression of
cruelty and wildness,  After mistrustfully observing us for some
time, they thiew a couple of arrows towards their dwellings,
probably as a signal ; but we entered upon ouy course into the
bay towards the east.  On account of the many sand-banks
formed by the current, and also the current itself, we advanced
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only a mile in three hours; I therefore gave up the investiga-
tion for this year, with an intention of making it the next year
with small baydares, which I intended to bring from the Aliout-
skan Islands. For the present my time was too<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>