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P R E F A C E

T h e  fact o f  hav ing  t rave l l ed  o v e r  30,000 m iles  does not 
o f  i tse l f  ju s t i fy  a lady in rush ing  into a field o f  l i te ra ture  
m ore  suitably rese rved  for  meii .  But as 1 am the f irst E n ­
g l i sh w om a n  that e v e r  reached the capital o f  Ma lto-Erosso ,  
and one o f  the f e w  that have v is i ted the scenes o f  the Jesuit 
labors  in Paraguay ,  o r  exp lo red  the r em o le  r i v e r s  o f  
Cuyaba and San L o r e n z o ,  this may be suff ic ient excuse 
f o r g i v i n g  to the publ ic  my notes o f  trave l ,  in wh ich  I must 
confess some assistance f rom  my husband, w h o  gave me 
his notes to com pare  w i th  mine.  T h e  map shew s  accurate­
ly all our  exp lo ra t ions  to a d is tance o f  i^oOO m i les  by 
steamboat and canoe, f rom  Buenos A y re s  to Cuyaba. I 
may observe  that I am indebted  to Southey and C h ar levo ix  
for  in terest ing  details on the habits o f  some o f  the Indian 
tr ibes w h ose  acquaintance I made on my jou rn ey .

M arion M cliiam..
BuENotj A ykes, March 1st. 1877.
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L IS B O N

F e w  cit ies surpass L isb o n  in the first v i e w  presented  to 
the trave l le r .  T h e  streets o f  the new  tow n  are handsome 
and spacious, w i th  mass ive  p iles o f  bu i ld ing  in regular  
blocks o f  about  a hundred yards  square  ; the houses are- 
six or  seven stor ies high and all built o f  stone. T h e  
three pr incipal  streets Uua Aurea,  Rua Augusta ,  and Rua 
da Prata, run parallel. Th is  was  the scene o f  the ea rd i -  
quake o f  1755, when  m ost  o f  the old tow n ,  w i th  40,000 
inhabitants, w as  des troyed .  T h e  damage was estimated 
at X!20,000,000 sterl ing, yet  the city was  com p le te ly  r e ­
built by Marqu is  de P om ba l  in less than 20 years. 
T h e  old Por tuguese  h istor ians pretend L isbon  was

m
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i r

foun.led by a grandson o f  A braham ,  or  e lse  by U l y s s e s : 
it was called U lysse^  be fo re  the t ime o f  Ciesar, w h o  
gave i t t h e n a m e  o f  Fe l ic i tas  Julia. T rad i t ion  also says that 
the mother o f  Hannibal was  f rom  L isbon .  I t  was the sea l  
o f  three Saracen dynasties,  and was  finally r ecove red  to 
Chr is tendom  by Don A l fonso  in 1147.

W e  stayed at the Hote l  Bragauza w h ich  surm ounts  one 
o f  the seven hills o f  the city and is situated close to the 
Opera House. Before d inner  w e  ram b led  d o w n  the Run 
do Carrno, and v is i ted  the Roc io .  Th is  square  t e rm i -  
nates the l o w e r  t o w n  bu i l t  by  Pom ba l ,  and is f lanked by 
the Donna Maria theatre and St. D om ingo  church. In 
the centre  is a m onum ent  to Don P e d r o  I . ,  w h o  abdicated 
the throne o f  Brazi l  to re turn  to the m other  country .

A t  sundown,  w h en  the church hells rang the ‘ A n im a s . ’ 
1 was much struck w i th  the ir  rich musica l  sound : 
present ly  they rang  out a v e r y  p re t ty  a ir  in honor  o f  the 
K in g ’ s b i r th d a y ;  the publ ic  bui ld ings w e re  also i l lu m in a t ­
ed. W e  wen t  to the San Car los  in the even in g  to hear 
“ F a u s t . ”

It  may g i v e  some idea o f  L isb on  to say that it  com* 
prises 355 streets,  281 travessas or crossways ,  12 plazas, 
52 plazuelas, 5 publ ic  parks, 0 theatres, 200 churches  and 
30 public fountains. It contains o v e r  300,000 inhabitants  
and en joys  a de l ight fu l  c l imate.

T h e  Cathedral  is a fine bu i ld ing  w i th  tw o  m ass ive  
turrets ,  situated on an em inence  at the foot o f  F o r t  St. 
G e o r g e :  its ant iqu ity  is beyond  all tradit ion and it 
is only  known that the first Bishop in m odern  
l im es  was an Eng l ishman named G i lb e r t  ( A .  1).
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I l o O )  w l io  came w i th  severa l  o f  liis countrym en  lo aid 
in e xp e l l in g  the Moors  f rom  Portuga l .  I t  \vas part ly  
des troyed  by ear thquake  in and again in 1755 ; its 
present a rch itec ture  seems a m ix tu re  o f  A ra b ic  and Goth ic .  
In one o f  the chapels are p rese rved  the bones o f  St. 
V incent ,  M a r ty r ,  pa tron  o f  the c ity ,  and in another  those 
o f  K in g  A l fonso .  An  arched c lo is ter  runs behind the h igh  
altar, and here  is seen a stone chain used by the o lden 
K ings  when adm in is te r ing  just ice  in publ ic.  T h e  church 
o f  St. D om in go  is the largest in the city.

Y es te rd a y  was a feast day ; all the c it izens turned out 
in ho l iday  costume. W e  saw a n u m b er  o f  br i l l iant  
equipages ,  and in many o f  them w e r e  of f icers  in s h o w y  
un i fo rm s  w i th  a pro fus ion o f  stars and crosses. W e  
took a carr iage  and d ro v e  about the city to v isit  some o f  
the Plazas.

T h e  statue o f  Camoens  stands in the square  o f  the 
same name, represen t ing  the author  o f  the Lus iad  in a 
w a r r i o r ’ s dress, ho ld ing  the book o f  his g rea t  poem.

Pasco da Estre l la ,  is a spacious p rom enade  w i th  w in d ­
ing alleys, an art i f ic ial lake and u pav i l ion  v. 'here the 
band plays on holidays.

C lose  by the Estre l la  is the Engbsh  c e m e t e r y ;  the 
grounds are neatly kept and cover  abtmt 4 a c r e s ; there 
is a num ber  o f  stale ly m onuments ,  some bear ing  the 
arms o f  noble famil ies  o f  Britain. A  m oss -g row n  stone, 
w i th  the name F i e l d i n g ,  marks  the rest ing  place o f  the 
famous Engl ish  nove l is t  w i th  the inscr ipt ion.  “  Luge t  
Britannia non dari fo ve re  n a lu m .”  L e a v in g  the cem etery  
w e  proceed to the ne ighbor ing  palace o f  Neces idades

R 2
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the res idence o f  the K in g ’ s father and b ro th e r  : the 
gardens are v e ry  fine and open to v is i to rs .

W e  m et  a curious process ion com posed  o f  about  a 
hundred ,  c i t izens,  headed by t w o  priests;  the latter  w e r e  
reading prayers  aloud, and e v e ry  pair  o f  c it izens ca n  ied a 
basket, into w h ich  the ne ighbors  and bystanders  th re w  
bread, fruit, m oney ,  etc.: the w h o le  w a s  term inated  by 
tw o  bul lock-carts  carry ing  huge cauldrons o f  cooked  meat 
and sou p ;  the oxen  w e r e  ga i ly  dressed  out w i th  r ibands,  
and the carts festooned all o v e r  w i th  g reen  boughs. W e  
learned f rom  a by-s tander  that it was an annual process ion  
to p rov id e  a sumptuous repast for  the  inmates o f  the 
poor  asylums and prisons o f  the c ity.
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C IN T R A

In the T e r r e i r o  do Paso  w e  h i r ed  a c k r i a g e  fo r  the 
day and started for Cintra : the f irst ob je c t  o f  in te res t  is 
the Quinta o f  Baron Quintal la  ; country-houses  n o w  suc­
ceed one another,  and the road is l ined w i th  trees.

A b o u t  f ive  m i les  f r o m  the city w e  w e r e  b rough t  for 
some minutes  to a stand-sti l l  by a long train o f  40 pair  o f  
oxen  drawing  a huge b lock  o f  m arb le ,  in tended fo r  some 
bu i ld ing  in course  o f  construct ion .  P ro c e ed in g  on our 
w a y  w e  passed under  the  a q u e d u c t : this nob le  w o r k  
is ten m i les  long, and s tood  the ear thquake  o f  1755 
unhurt.  T h e  road  . beg ins to ascend and you  see 
the Tagus ,  and r igh t  ahead the castled crag o f  Cintra. 
A f t e r  3 hours  jou rney  w e  enter  the v i l lage  o f  Cintra, 
w h ic h  lies at the foot  o f  the m o u n t a in ; the streets are 
steep and n a r r o w ,  and the re  are tw o  or  th ree  good 
hotels.
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On alighting w e  w e re  accosted by tw o  or three d onkey -  
dr ivers  : our first thought, h o w e v e r ,  was  to v is i t  the ancient 
Moorish castle, w h ich  is the great feature o f  the place. 
W e  entered  by a mass ive  g a tew ay  w h e r e  a sent ine l  
was  on guard.  In the court-yard  a Moor ish  fountain still 
plays, and the arabesques on the w in d o w s  con f irm  the 
tradit ion that it was  the A lh a m b ra  o f  the M oors  o f  
Por tuga l .  T h e  echo o f  our footfal l  sounded d ismal ly  
through the halls and corr idors .

T h e  Sala de Aud iênc ia  is a vau l ted  cham ber  a hundred  
feet long, and next  it is a small  r o o m  w i th  a throne  o f  
painted ti les, o f  melancho ly  in t e r e s t ;  here  sat the K in g  
Sebastian w hen  he assembled  the nobles  in 1578 p r e ­
v ious  to his departure  to Barbary ;  his fate w a s  n eve r  k n o w n ,  
and it is a saying that the Po r tu guese  sti l l  expec t  his r e ­
turn. T h e  gu ide  n ow  takes us through  a succession o f  
fantastic apar tm en ts ;  the ce i l ings are cur ious ly  ca rved  
and painted after  Oriental fashion.

In a room  o f  m od e rn  s ty le  is show n  a magn i f icen t  
ch imney-p iece  the w o rk  o f  Michael A n g e lo  and a present  
from L e o  the Ten th  to K in g  Manuel.  N ex t  w e  com e  to 
the hall o f  Sw a l low s ,  so called f rom  the ce i l ing  be ing  
painted w i th  a n um ber  o f  these birds,  each hav ing  a rose  
in its c law, and a r ibbon  in its bil l  w i th  the m otto  ‘ por  b e m ’ *. 
the or ig in  o f  this is, that the k ing  was censured  by  his w i f e  
Ph i l l ippa  o f  Lancaster  for  p resen t ing  a rose  to one  o f  the 
maids o f  honor,  l ie  only  rep l i ed  ‘ E por  bem  ’ w h e r e u p o n  
the Queen next  day had the ce i l ing  n ew ly  painted in this 
manner,  w h i l e  the K in g  was out at the chas6.

A  little room  that looks out on the hil l  s ide was  the
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dungeon o f  A lphonsus  Ib e  6th dur ing  e igh t  years  that 
he was  kept  p r isoner  by his b r o t h e r ;  the ti les are much 
w o rn  on one side o f  the room ,  w h e r e  the d e th ion ed  K in g  
used to pace up and d o w n :  a l i t t le  ce l l  w i th  an iron 
g ra t ing  o v e r lo o k s  the chapel ,  and here  he w as  allovA ed 
to attend Mass. One day he w a s  found dead, knee l in g  
at the grat ing .

T h e  old Moor ish  banquet-roo in  is a round  em p ty  apar t ­
ment  o n l y  r e m a rk a b leT o r  a fountain in the m idd le .  T h e  
Sala de A r m a s  is lofty and de r iv es  its name f r o m  the ar­
m or ia l  escutcheons o f  the 74 nob le  famil ies  o f  Portugal ,  
t w o  o f  w h ic h  have been de faced  for h igh t rea son ;  it  
is n o w  used as a b i l l ia rd -room ,  w h e n e v e r  the K in g  
com es  here  for a f e w  w e e k s  in sum m er .

T h e  kitchen has tw o  colossal ch im neys ,  in the fo rm  of 
a sugar-loaf,  to a he ight  o f  a hundred  feet,  the d iam eter  at 
the'  ce i l ing  some 30 f e e t ;  there is a g rea t  echo, and the 
nove l ty  o f  the s tructure  makes  you  doubt  w h e th e r  the 
Moors  in tended  them  m ere ly  for ch imneys .  W e  are nex t  
shewn  a d ra w in g - r o o m  w i t h  an i v o ry  t o w e r  o f  13 s tor ies  
a present f rom  a Chinese E m p e r o r  300 years  ago.

A l though  m o re  than seven hundred years  have e lapsed 
since the expu ls ion  o f  the Moor ish  Cal iphs,  w e  still 
see in exce l l en t  preservat ion  their  bath room  ; the gu ide 
turns a cock, and w a ter  gushes out f rom  the wa l ls  o f  
the apartment,  as w e l l  as f rom  a l U h e  m arb le  f igures in the 
adjacent court. F r o m  the terrace  w e  obtain a fine v i e w  
o f  the country  around.

L e a v in g  the castle w e  h ired  donkeys  to ascend the 
mountain to L a s  P e n a s ; the donkeys  are sure footed



ill

Kiii

FROM EUROPE TO PARAGUAY AND MATTO-GROSSO

beasts, h o w eve r  steep the road. H ig h e r  and h igher,  at 
each bend o f  the road, the v i e w  o f  the plain b e lo w  b e ­
comes m ore  charming,  and w e  pass tw o  E ng l ish  cottages 
called V ic to r ia  and A lb e r t  Vi l las .  F o r m e r l y  it >was 
diff icult to ascend to Las  P enas  or  the M oor ish  ru ins 
even on foot, but Don  F e rn an d o  caused the p resen t  road 
to be made, at g rea t  labor and out lay .  W e  see noth ing  
o f  the br igands n ow ,  o f  w h o m  Byron  speaks as in his t ime : 
but some o f  the m e lancho ly  stone crosses sti l l  remain .

A l igh t ing  at the old M oor ish  batt lements  w e  are ac­
companied  by  one o f  the ga rdene rs ,w h o  sh ew s  us first a 
ru ined  w a tch - tow e r ,  com m and ing  a beauti fu l  panorama : 
in the distance are  the convent  t o w e r s  o f  Mafra,  and 
close at our feet is the quinta w h e r e  the conven t ion  o f  
Cintra was  s igned by W e l l in g to n  and Junot. Y o n d e r  w e  
see the ru ined herm itage  o f  Montserra t ,  at one t im e  b e ­
long ing  to Mr.  Beck fo rd .

W e  continue our  rou te  a long the ba t t lem en ts  and 
come to the Mosque,  w h e r e  the gu ide  points out to us 
some v e r y  ancient frescoes .  T h e r e  is a M oor ish  subterr  
ranean cistern ; the w a te r  in it is about ten feet deep  : 
here  the gardener  has a l i tt le museum  o f  m arb le  o rnam ents  
w h ic h  he sells for  m em entoes  o f  C in tra .

W e  ascend h igher .  T h e  chateau o f  Don  F e rn an do  
c ro w n s  the rock  above  us, and be fore  long  w e  are at 
the gate o f  the roya l  demesne.  T h e  g rounds  are taste ful ly  
laid ou t  and planted; a f e w  years  ago the place w as  a w i l d ­
erness, till Don F e rn an d o  purchased  the o ld  conven t ,  and 
a fter  much  labor  in im p ro v e m e n t  has r en d e red  it one o f  
the most  de l igh t fu l  abodes  o f  roya l ty  in E u ro p e .  W e

A



FROM EUROPE TO PARAGUAY AM) MA TTO-GROSSO 0

d ism ount  at a huge  ga te  w i th  barb ican  and d r a w -b r id g e ,  
pass u nder  a co ve red  w a y  constructed in the m ed iaeva l  
^asbion, and em erg e  upon the ramparts .  C ross ing  the 
cou r t -ya rd  i\'e have  a v i e w  f rom  the batt lements ,  o f  the 
Tagus  and coast. W e  are at an é léva t ion  o f  m o re  than 
three  thousand feet,  and on the adjacent peak is a cross 
that serves  as a land-m ark  to all vessels  en ter ing  or  leav ing  
the Tagus.  T h e  con ven t  o f  Las  Penas  w as  o r ig ina l ly  
bui l t  by K in g  Manuel,  w h o  spent m any anxious  hours  
here ,  wa i t in g  the re turn  o f  Yasco  de Gama w i th  the 
n ew s  o f  the d iscovery  o f  an ocean route  to Ind ia .  Don F e r ­
nando has put up a stained glass w in d o w  in the chape l , r ep re ­
sent ing  the K in g  g i v in g  thanks on the d i s c o v e r e r ’ s return.

W’ e re turned  to L i s b o n  a couple  o f  hours  after  sunset, 
hav ing  m et  on the road a t roop  o f  waggons ,  the d r iv e rs  
ca r ry ing  torches made o f  d r ied  tsvigs.

T o - m o r r o w  the Roya l  mail  s teamer is expec ted  by w h ich  
w e  p roceed  to South A m er ica .
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I I I .

T H E  O C E A N  V O Y A G E

Cape V e rd e  Islands.
W^e arr ived  here  this morn ing .
San V icen te  is the most barren spot on the w o r l d ’ s s u r ­

face. F ig u r e  to y ou rs e l f  sundry  bold ranges o f  mountains,  
but not a partic le o f  vegetat ion  ; in its w h o le  ex ten t  there 
is not a b lade o f  grass, not a w eed .  T h e  port  is spacious 
and secure ; on one side a small fort f ly ing the Por tuguese  
ilag ove r looks  the ship[ ) ing, on another  the sum m it  o f  a
neiiihbourin^i mountain bears a s t r ik in g  resem b lance  to. Q l .  W . .  . . . Q  -------------------------- -------- -- V. .. . . V .  ^

the head o f  W ash in g ton .  Mr.  M i l le r ,  the E ng l i sh  Consu l
has a cottage a l i t t le  above  the town, which is a s tragg l ing  
col lect ion o f  about a hundred  houses, built  o f  stone. 
T h e r e  is an Engl ish  ccrnelery up the hill  s ide ; on the beach 
is an obe l isk  erec ted  by an Engl ish  co lone l  in meinoi  y o f  
his w i fe ,  w h o  died re turn ing  from India.

T h e  w a te r  is so clear that the natives w i l l  d iv e  for  a

1 i. Lj 1
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s i i i l l ing  and calcl i il be fore  it reaches the bo l lo in .  T h e  
boatmen sell some pre t ty  mats and inlaid w o r k -b o x e s  
w h ich  com e f rom  Madeira .  T h e r e  is also a good  supply  
o f  fruit  from the island o f  San A n ton io ,  w h ose  rugged  and 
lofty out l ine  is seen a f e w  m iles  w es tw ard .  T h e r e  are 
num erous  war-vesse ls  here  ; one is a Dutchman bound 
for Java, another  Brazi l ian, another  F rench .  T h e  garr ison 
o f  the place consists o f  a company o f  Po r tuguese  so ld ie rs  : 
the natives are all negroes ,  and occupy  them se lves  in 
coal ing the steamers.

P e rn am bu co .  .
\

W e  have dec ided  on not landing here ,  as the open 
roadstead and the p reva i l ing  sw e l l  r en der  the re turn  to the 
ship b e fo re  sai l ing a matter  o f  doubt  and many passengers 
have  been left behind at d i f ferent  t im es .

T h e  tediousness o f  the seven da»^s jou rney  f rom  St. 
V incen t  dur ing  w h ich  w e  crossed the L in e ,  was  re l ieved  
by only  tw o  incidents w o r t h  re la t ing ,  namely  a w e d d in g  
b e tw een  a Scotchman and a German g i r l  w h o  had met 
for  the first t ime on board  and w e re  ignorant o f  each 
o th e r ’ s language ;  and an amusing  passage o f  arms be tween  
the w i f e  o f  a F r en ch  naval of f icer about to jo in  her  
husband in the R i v e r  P la te  and Co lone l  N .  N. w h o  
is t rave l l ing  for his health ; they sat oppos i te  to each o ther  
at meals ,  and the lady pers is tent ly  addressed the Co lone l  
as Mr. L 'o f f ic ie r  de te rre  ; the latter, annoyed at last by an 
appel lat ion ev iden t ly  in tended  to s ign i fy  her contempt for  
a landsman, took  the oppor tun ity ,  w h en  w o  w e re  all 
l istening, o f  inqu ir ing  as to her  reason for  this strange
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mode o f  address, conc luding  Avith the r e m a rk  that 
as the lady thought h im  o f  ea r th en w are  her  better  

half  must be porcelain ! ”
Bahia

Th is  port  is great ly  in fested with sharks. W e  landed 
on Sunday m orn ing .  T h e  m a rk e t  place is w e l l  sup­
plied w i th  fruit, and the black w o m e n  are enorm ous ly  
fat. Sundry  negroes  vo lun tee red  to carry us up town  in 
the ir  palanquins, but these veh ic les  looked so abom inab ly  
d ir ty  that w e  p re fe r r ed  to w a lk .  T h e  Po l ic ia  stands in 
a square, and the o ther  publ ic  bu i ld ings  are nearly  all 
churches.  W e  paid a v is i t  to the Cathedral ,  an antique 
spacious edi f ice  o v e r lo o k in g  the bay. T h e  outs ide  shews  
that it was founded  by the Jesuits, the entrance  be ing  
surmounted  by statues o f  St. F ranc is  X a v i e r  and St. 
Ignat ius.

T h e  foul smel ls  that assail you  at e v e ry  turn, and 
the universa l  filth o f  the place, coupled  w i th  the fact 
that the populat ion is nearly all black, g i v e  a v e r y  un­
favourab le  im press ion ,  and a fter  an h o u r ’ s ram b le  w e  
hasten back to the ship.

W e  had in tended v is i t ing  the Botanical Gardens,  but 
the heat was in to le rab le .  T h e  Eng l ish  suburb  is said 
to be a v e r y  handsome place w i th  a small  E ng l ish  
ch u rch ;  in the Bua Nova  w e  saw severa l  Eng l ish  names 
on the doors  o f  mercan t i le  houses. T h e  houses are 
l ive  stories h igh ,  and the stairs so prec ip i tous  as to m ake  
you  cautious h o w  you descend them. T h e  city  ex tends  
along a r id ge  sk i r l in g  the bay ; the n u m b er  o f  churches  
is qu ite  amazing.
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W e  left  Bahia at 6 p .m .  T h e  beauty  o f  the s u r ro u n d ­
ing tropical scenery  was enhanced by the g lo r ious  tints 
o f  sunset m e l l o w e d  by the e v en in g  vapors  o f  the 
tropics.  A s  w e  sailed f r o m  port  w e  heard the dear 
and fam i l ia r  strains o f  ‘  God save the Q u e e n ’ f rom  II. M. 
S. Narcissus.

r.i

' 1

__There is now (1876) a Stearo-lifb at Bahia  which obviates
the use of palanquins, taking passengers in a few seconds from the 
Cnstom-houae to the upper town.
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IV .

B A Y  OF  R I O

W e  w e r e  up by break o f  day to see tlie entrance to the 
bay o f  Rio.  T h e  scene tliat burst upon the v i e w  was 
g iand ,  solemn and imposing .  A chain ( ' f  w i ld ,  da rk -  
co loured mountains formed the coast l ine ; ahead o f  us 
ll ie land receded ,  d iscover ing ,  as w e  approached ,  tw o  
rocky  islets, one o f  them c ro w n e d  by a l ight house, 
I’ rc.^enlly w e  began to descry  houses perched  here and 
l l iere among the crescent  o f  hil ls. E v e n  the rays o f  the 
i is ing sun could not l ight up the som bre  outl ines o f  the 
l o w e r in g  summits  o f  Gabia, T i jnca ,  C o rcovad o  an'l Sugar  
boaf .  It was  a panorama that seen for  the f irst t ime 
seemed as though N a tu re  could never  f ram e  anyth ing  m ore  
w a y w a r d  o r  picturesque.

At e ve ry  instant, as the s teamer advanced into the 
br.y the scene changed l ike a ka le idescope  ; the mountains  

, m oved  one behind another,  till w e  got full v i e w  o f  the
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c i ty ,  w i t h  the Organ Mountains in the back -ground ,  and the 
m idd le  d istance occup ied  by sundry  islands br is t l ing  w i th  
batter ies .

Sugar- loa f  is the most  s t r ik in g  feature in the p ic ture  and 
r ises  to a he igh t  o f  3,200 fee t  ; an A m er ican  lady some 
years  ago c l im bed  to the summit .  Gabia looks as i f  s u i -  
rounded by a castellated wall, and is k n o w n  to Eng l ish  
sailors by the name o f  L o r d  H o o d ’ s nose. T h e  peak oi 
Santa Cruz  is on the r ight  o f  the bay, o v e r lo o k in g  a fort  o f  
gran ite  wa i ls  m ount ing  a hundred  guns. ^Ye passed II. M. S. 
C racker  and severa l  o ther  w a r  vessels.  A l l  the navies 
in the w o r ld  m ight  anchor in this land- locked bay. Small  
steamboats  are p ly ing  in all d irect ions to the var ious s u b ­
urbs  a long the w a te r  line.

T h e  Douro  came to her m oor ings  a longs ide  Coal island ; 
this place was fo rm er ly  used for rear ing  youn g  slaves. 
Here  are most ly  negroes .

T h e  landing [)lace is close to the market ,  a bust l ing place 
w i th  a ve ry  motley,  co lored  assemblage. Uio . laneyro is 
w h o l ly  d i f fe rcn l  f rom  any city I have  be fore  seen. T h e  
houses are ve ry  high and the streets na r row ,  the shops 
small  but rich ; many of the w in d o w s  are fdled w ith  s p e ­
c imens o f  stutied birds and buUer i l ies  o f  the m ost  b i i l l i an l  
hues. T h e  carr iages are d raw n  by mules ,  and in some 
streets  you have to step into a shop door  w hen  one 
passes.

W e  lo ok  the t ram w ay  for T i ju ca  w h ich  starts f rom  
P ra za  San Franc isco .  T h e  plaza Const i tucion  is a v e ry  
handsome square, w i th  fountains, and in the centre is an 
equestr ian statue o f  P e te r  the 1st, the founder  o f  the Bra-
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zi l ian monarc l iv .  \Vc are n o w  in the n ew  t o w n : the 
streets are w id e  and w e l l  paved. T h e  prison is s u r ­
rounded w ith  high wa l ls  o f  gr  m ite  a l itle fu r ther  on w e  
reach another Plaza, w h e r e  the L y r i c  theatre, the Senate 
house and other  bui ld ings c la im notice.  As  w e  get  to the ou t ­
sk irts  we see the r e se rvo i r  o f  the grand aqueduct o f  T i juca ;  
this was  a w o r k  o f  the Po r tu guese  V ic e ro y s ,  and the city 
lias now  a second water -sup f i ly  o f  recent construct ion .

Num erous  charm ing  cottages, sp r ink led  here and there  
o ve r  a fert i le  zone o f  gardens and orange g roves ,  occupy the 
line o f  route as w e  ascend towards T i juca .  T h e  t ra m w a y  
stops at a place called Andrahy .  Here  w e  h ire  a carr iage  
to ascend the hill. T h e  road w inds  round a succession o f  
p rec ip ices ,  d isc los ing  at e v e ry  point the most  enchan t ing  
t u r n s : the go rge  b e lo w  is at t imes f ive  hundred  feet 
perpend icu lar .

A f t e r  a thousand d i f ferent  turns w e  are n o w  on the 
h ighest  terrace that o ve r lo ok s  the c ity,  the bay,  and the 
panorama o f  R io  Janeyro ly ing  at our  feet. A n d  sti l l  
t o w e r in g  above us to the v e ry  c louds are the peaks c o v e r ­
ed w i th  rich luxur iance o f  tropical vegetat ion ,  o r  at places 
barren, stern and w i ld .

T h e  hamlet o f  Boa Vista is beaut i fu l ly  s i tuated ,  and as 
w e  descend the far side o f  T i ju ca  we  ge t  a g l im pse  o f  the 
sea from another quarter .

W e  have at last reached the Eng l ish  hote l  w h ic h  is 
situated on the s ide o f  the hill ; the p rop r ie to r  is n o w  Mr.  
W h i t e ,  w h o  does e v e r y th in g  in his p o w e r  to m ake  his 
guests com for tab le .

I h i s  is the most  de l igh t fu l  place I have e v e r  seen.
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H ere  the m us ic  o f  the w a te r - fa l l  b reaks  the st i l lness 
o f  the n i g h t ;  our  b e d ro o m  w i n d o w  o ve r lo o k s  a m ost  r o ­
mantic  g len ; g ian t  pa lms and trees  o f  e v e ry  k ind  g r o w  
around : the mounta ins  r ise  on all s ides.

W e  made an excurs ion  yes te rday  f rom  the hote l ,  up T i j u -  
ca, m ounted  on mules.  T h e  v i e w s  are sub l im e  and va r ied  ; 
our  road w ou n d  through  th ick  w o o d s  and o v e r  bee t l ing  p r e ­
c ip ices.  N o th in g  can equal the grandeur  and exu berance  o f  
the t rop ica l  vegetat ion ,  to the he igh t  o f  three thousand f e e t : 
the mules  ascend a lmost  anyth ing ,  h o w e v e r  s l e e p ; it is 
w o n d e r fu l  h o w  they get foo tho ld  in a bare, s l ippery  rock .  
A  false step w ou ld  send mule  and r id e r  tu m b l ing  into the 
gorge .  F o r  hours  w e  cont inued the m arch :  the w h i t e  houses 
in the va l l ey  shone out l ike  m ere  specks. T h e  day was  
f ierce ly  hot, but w e  w e r e  g enera l l }  shaded by the th ick 
and o v e rsp rea d in g  fo l iage.  A  so lemn sti l lness preva i ls ,  
o w in g  to the absence o f  b irds .  T h e r e  are no w i ld  beasts, but 
deadly  rept i les  abound.  A  coral snake  g l ided  by one o f  our  
parly ,  w h o  k i l led  it; it was  o v e r  three  feet long, beaut i fu l ly  
co lored ,  w i th  go lden  bars at distances o f  three  inches.

T h e r e  are f ew  habitat ions in the w oods .  D u r ing  the 
first part o f  our j o u rn e y  w e  passed severa l  handsome 
res idences,  and the road (a lthough ten mi les  f r o m  the 
c ity )  was furn ished  w i th  gas lamps and seats at intervals.  
But w h en  w e  got into the w i l d e r  part  a stray cabin, w i th  
its dusky inhabitants, w a s  the only  sign o f  human l i fe.  A t  
length  after many a steep and w in d in g  c i rcu i t  w e  reach­
ed our dest inat ion, a cottage situated on the crest 
o f  T i juca .

N e x t  day re tu rn ing  to R io  w e  set out fo r  P e l r o p o l i s ,



T h e  distance from tow n  is about forty miles  : the first part  
o f  the jou rn ey  is made in steamboat,  14 m iles  across the 
bay, the second is by Baron Maua ’ s r a i lw a y ,  about ^6 
miles,  and the rest by d i l igence .  T h i s  is the bes t  e x c u r ­
sion that can be made f rom  R io .

T h e  ascent o f  the S ie rra  de Estre l la ,  a branch o f  the 
Organ Mountains, is most p ic tu re sq u e .T h e  road is a t r iu m p h  
o f  eng ineer ing  ski l l ,  the mountain side be ing  a lmost perpen ­
dicular. W h e n  you  have ascended above  a thousand feet 
you  see the road w in d in g  b e low  you ,  e v e ry  bend f o r m ­
in g  a terrace  cut in the rock .

You  ascend another thousand feel .  T h e  w a l l  o f  
g ran i te  sti l l  r ises above  you in appal l ing  majesty .  Y o u  fancy 
w e  can go no h igher.  A n o th e r  bend, and w e  still go  u pw ard ,  
the  road c l ing ing  to these cli f fs in a m arve l lous  m anner .  
P e t rop o l is  is at last reached.  I t  is e m b o s o m e d  in the 
mountains,  at a he ight  o f  2G00 feet above  the sea. T h e  
mountains r ise all a ro im d  l ike a bar r ie r ,  the vege ta t ion  is 
as luxur iant  as at T i juca .  Pe t ropo l is  is the s u m m e r  r e s i ­
dence o f  the Brazi l ian court and Corps  D ip lom a t iqu e ,  and 
is one o i  the most  ch a rm in g  places on the face o f  the 
g lobe.
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M O N T E V ID E O

L o n g  be fo re  seeing land \Ye p e r c e i r ed  the e f fect  o f  the 
w a te r s  o f  the R iv e r  P la te  chang ing  the co lor  o f  the ocean. 
W e  anchored oppos i te  M on tev ideo  ear ly  in the morn ing .  
T h e  city is bui l t  on a rocky  p rom on to ry  fo rm in g  one s ide o f  
a bay, w h ich  affords a c om m od iou s  harbour  for  severa l  
hundred  ships.

T h e r e  are  tw o  forts at the entrance, one on the top o f  
the Cer ro ,  a hil l  com m and ing  the city and on w h ich  there  
is also a l ighthouse.

M ontev ideo  is d iv ided  into the o ld  and new  town  the 
latter seen f rom  the hay resem b les  a chess-board .  W e  
w a lked  through the pr inc ipa l  street, the calle 25 de Mayo, 
and w e r e  struck w i th  the tinsel appearance o f  the shops. 
I t  is a de l igh t fu l ly  exc i t ing  place to l ive  in ; rare ly  a few  
months pass w i th o u t  a revo lu t ion .

c 2
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T h e  beauties o f  Monlevi( . leo have been sufTiciently e x t o l ­
led in recent publ icat ions.  W e  found the Hotel Oriental  
very  comfor tab le ,  and look  occasion near ly  e v e r y  day to 
d r iv e  out to one or  o thei  o f  the suburbs ,  such as Paso Mo-  
l ino, Un ion ,  or  Buceo, w h ich  are not devo id  o f  attraction. 
One day w e  v is i ted  Mr. B u sch en lh a l ’ s quinta, and w e re  r e ­
ce ived  by the o w n e r  w i th  his accustom ed  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  he 
had expended  o v e r  £  100.000 on the place, the gardens ,  
being unr iva l led .  (S om e  l im e  after  our  v is i t  he w e n t  for 
a tr ip to E urope ,  and died in London .  T h e  gardens  are 
now cut up, and the house turned into a Cafe ) .

- i .
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E X C U R S IO N  IN  B A N D A  O R I E N T A L

Our f i rst  excurs ion  w as  to Cer ro  L a r g o  through  the 
w i ld e s t  parts o f  the Banda Orienta l .  W e  started be fo re  day 
break .  Pass ing  the v i l lage  o f  Un ion ,  the sun began to 
r ise  A t  the first post-house,  f ive leagues f rom  M on tev ideo ,  
we  changed h o r s e s ; the country  becomes w i ld  and ro ck y .  
W e  discern  ea s tw ard  the church and v i l lage  o f  Pando .  A s  
w e  cross each s u c c e s s i v e ‘ cuchi l la ’ or  hi l l -range n ew  scenes 
greet  the eye.  Bound ing  the hor izon  is an ir regu lar  
b lue l ine, the S ie r ras  o f  Minas. Our breakfast  is o f  bee f  
roasted on a long  iron s k e w e r  in the cen tre  o f  a w o o d  fire.

W epass  t h e P u n t a d e C o c h e n g o ;  a f ew  stray ranchos, 
w i th  gra in  fields and sheep alternating.  T h e  next  range is 
the Cuchil la  de P ederna l ;  to the r ight are the S ierras,  to the 
left the v i l lage  o f  Ta la .  A bou t  sundown,  w e  reach a 
rancho w h e r e  w e  are to pass the night.  Our jou rney  to­

i l
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day has been tw en ty  leagues. W e  are to be again on the 
road tw o  hours  be fo re  dawn.

i) A .  M. T h e  first rays o f  m o rn in g  s trugg le  fa int ly  w i t h  
a th ick  fog that enve lopes  h i l l  and dale. W e  are 
n ow  in the department  o f  Las  Minas, one o f  the 
Avildest and most law less  '^districts in the country .  W e  
see some w ays id e  crosses so suggest ive  o f  g lo o m y  
thoughts  to the trave l le r .

Cross  the Casupa ; the next  hi l l - top g ives  us a v i e w  o f  
the Cuchil la Grande  o r  g rea t  mountain  range that t ra ve r ­
ses the Danda O r i e n t a l ; the country ' is  w i ld ,  ro cky  and un­
inhabited .  Deer ,  ostr iches and m o re  w ays ide  crosses occur.  
A n o th e r  slope, and be fo re  us is the S ie rra  Po lanco ,  w h ic h  
r e s em b le s  the S ierra  Morena in Spain : it is not h o w e v e r  
o f  equal e levat ion.  F o r  tw’o hours  w e  t rave rse  this  
desert  o f  rocks, and the crosses on the h igh-road  are in 
dozens .  I t  is reckoned  the w o rs t  loca l i ty  in the R e p u b l i c ; 
not a house, or a head o f  cattle, to be seen in this h ow l in g  
w i ld e rn ess .  By sunset w e  see the w o o d s  o f  the Cebo l la t i ;  w e  
cross the r i v e r  w i th ou t  d if f icu lty ,  and halt for  the n ight at 
a co m fo r tab le  Avayside in.

N e x t  m orn in g  be fo re  sunrise w e  again start in the m ids t  
o f  a dense fog. A f t e r  some leagues w'O halt  and m ake  a 
f ire  to cook  our breakfast .  T h e  m eat  is th r o w n  am on g  the 
l ive  c inders,  and in a f ew  minutes  the ‘ churrasco  ’ is ready.  
T h e  country  is as w i ld  as y es te rday .  D e e r  v e r y  abundant. 
A  w e a r i s o m e  s tre tch  o f  e igh t  leagues, and here  w e  have  
to pass the n ight.  T h e  post is a m iserab le  p lace kept by  a 
poor w i d o w  w i t h  hal f  a dozen  fa i r -ha ired  but unw ashed  
ch i ld ren .  T h e  poor  w o m a n ’s husband w as  m u rd e r e d  som e

It. 
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few months ago by a band o f  so ld iers ,  w h o  came to rob  
the place ; they p lundered  the l i t t le  shop and le f t  the w i d o w  
a beggar .  T h e  p o o r  w o m a n  in a faded b lack  dress,  w i th  
fu r r o w s  o f  g r i e f  in her  cheeks ,  is a picture o f  the  ho r ro rs
caused in this un for tunate  country  by w a r .

M orn in g  foggy  as yes terday .  Bleak h i l l - ranges  on  all
s ides. W e  break fas t  at a rancho, and suffer some de lay  in 
c ross ing  the  arroyo  Corra les .  Y o n d e r  are the va l ley  and 
w o o d s  o f  O l im ar ;  a w in d in g  belt  o f  dark  green  t im b e r
shew s  the course  o f  the r ive r .

W e  meet  a troop  o f  ‘ c a r r e ta s ’ o r  bu l lock  carts and then
com e to a ‘ pu lpe r ia ’ or  d r in k in g  shop w h e r e  there  is a group 
o f  50 Gauchos, w h o  have  races here  to-day.  T h e y  are 
a lawless look ing  set ; all are d ressed  in gaucho costume 
consist ing of w h i l e  cotton d r a w e r s  w i th  a fri l l ,  and instead 
o f  trousers the ‘ ch ir ipa  ’ w h ich  is g i rd led  round the w a is t  
w i th  a ‘ f a j a ’ o r  s i lk  scarf, a leather belt into w h ic h  is 
thrust a long kn i fe ,  a poncho and a colored si lk s h i r t ;  long 
boots and huge s i l ver  spurs com p le te  the costume. eir 
b r id les  are made o f  plaited horse -h ide  and are o f  great  
strength.  T h e  lazos .and girths, are also made o f  leather 
plaited w i th  cons iderab le  neatness and ingenuity .  Besides 
the indispensable  knife  most o f  them had a f i re -arm o f  more  
or less an t iquated  fashion.

T h e  v i l lage  o f  T re in ta  y T r è s  is on the s lope beyond  the 
r i v e r  W e  transport  ou rse lves  and luggage across the 
O l im ar  Grande, w h ich  is about 400 yards across. T h e  boat­
men seem o f  a race halt Indian ; they are not o f  a pecul iar ly  
m i ld  cast o f  features.  T h e  canoe is 30 feet long,  « t  »  S'“ ’  
g le  p iece  o f  t im ber ,  and carries a dozen passengers. T h e r e

f f i
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is a sti f f  current.  W h e n  f looded the pass is dangerous ,  
and gauchos are som et im es  d ro w n e d  in t r y in g  to s w im .  
T h e  Di l igence  is taken o f f  the w h e e ls  and f loated across on 
a raft made o f  em p ty  barre ls .  T re in ta  tres is a p re t ty  l i tt le 
v i l lage  o f  about TiOO inhabitants.  On all s ides the c ou n try  
is var ied  and p icturesque,  w i th  the Cuch i l la  G ran de  f o r m ­
ing tl ie background,  and the w in d in g  th ickets  o f  O l im ar  
s tre tch ing  away eastward  to the hor izon .  T h e  v i l la ge  is 
not m ak ing  much  progress  ; no w o n d e r ,  when  w e  hear o f  
the lawless state o f  soc ie ty  about here.

L e f t  T re in ta  T r e s  at 6 AM .  W e  cross leagues upon leagues 
o f  a desolate country,  to the r i v e r  T a c u a r i . T h e  r i v e r  w in d s  
eas tward  to w a rd s  L a k e  M i n i : tall, g race fu l ,  pa lm-trees  
shoot up here  and there f r om  the th ickets  that l ine the r i v e r  
banks. T h e  K incon  de Tacuary  conta ins an area o f  99 
suer les  or  a lmost  hal f  a m il l ion  acres.  T h i s  sp lend id  ter­
r i tory  borders  on L a k e  Mini .  A b o u t  40 yea rs  ago it was 
so much in fested  w i th  t igers  that a ce lebra ted  hunter  n am ­
ed Y u c a — T ig r e  k i l led  105 in one year .  A f t e r  the t igers  
came a plague o f  w i ld  dogs,  l ike  packs o f  w o l v e s ;  i t  is said 
the o w n e r  paid fo r  no less than 5,000 tails o f  dogs k i l led .

VYe make an excurs ion  to L a k e  Mini ,  coast ing a long  the 
Tacuary .  H o w  beauti fu l  the pa lm trees a long the r i v e r - s id e  ! 
W e  are caut ioned aga inst  r es t ing  o r  ty ing  ou r  horses  un ­
der the A r ru eda  w h ic h  sw e l l s  the body  o f  man o r  horse  
rest ing  under  its b r a n c h e s ; the Mulatta w o m e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
have a cure  w i th  certain herbs .  W e  stay the- n ight  a p  
Catumbera .  T h e  situation o f  this place is e x c e ed in g ly  
p ic turesque,  and the site was  f o rm e r ly  a ‘ t e r r e m o t o . ’ T h i s  
t e rm  is appl ied  to certa in  places w h e re  rem a ins  o (
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e a r t h w o r k s  and human bones are found : those dug  up here  
are  supposed to have  be longed  to the Cbarrua  Indians.

Up at sunrise  again and cont inue our  jou rn ey  through  
a m arshy  country ,  w i th  sand-hi l ls  ahead r e sem b l in g  a town  
at a distance. In w e t  seasons all this marsh is covered  
w i th  the waters o f  L a k e  Mini .  T ig e r s  are sti l l  met  here.  
Y o n d e r  is po int  Rabo  T i e s o , a  favor i te  r en d ezvou s  o f  p irates 
70 y ea rs  ago.  W e  quarter  ou rse lves  for the n ight at the 
hut o f  an o ld  man named Don Juan, as com fo r tab ly  as 
c i rcum stances  adm it .

T o - d a y ’ s jo u rn ey  is th rough  the same w i ld  marshes ,  ou r  
horses  o f ten  s ink ing  a lmost  to their knees.  T h e r e  is not a 
trace  o f  human l i fe  in this w i lderness .  Nu m erou s  ant hil ls  
th re e  and four  feet h igh.  W e  cross the A r r o y o  Malo and see 
n u m b ers  o f  Bandurr ia ,  a k ind o f  curleh% w h ic h  i f  kept  long 
enough m akes  de l ic ious soup re sem b l ing  hare-soup.

A t  last be fore  us is d isp layed  the broad  expanse  o f  L a k e  
M in i  ; the w a te r  is l ight  green. L a k e  Mini o the rw ise  called 
M e r im  is one o f  the largest on the continent o f  South 
A m er ica ,  be ing  ove r  s ix ty  m iles  long and ten in w id th .

W e  have had a long and to i lsom e jou rn ey  f rom  Monte­
v id eo  to see L a k e  Mini ,  and though w e  have  met much to 
interest  us ye t  it is not w o r th  all the d iscom for ts  w e  
have  suffered.

H o w  glad w e  are to find ourse lves ,  on our  re turn  jou rney ,  
at the Estancia Cer ro  Co lorado one o f  the numerous  p ro ­
pe r t ie s  o f  the Jackson fam i ly .  T h e  manager has k indly  in v i t ­
ed us to stay some days. T h e  house is large and built 
l ike  a fortress, and is furn ished w ith  e ve ry  comfort .  Deer  
and ostr iches abound ; also duck, snipe, large and smah

i  :'9
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pai ' tr i i lge, w o o d  pigeon and parroque ls .  A l l  the r i v e r s  
sw a rm  w i th  Garp inchos or r i v e r  hogs, and Nutrias or  o tters ;  
the skin o f  the latter w hen  dressed is v e r y  l ike  that o f  the 
seal.

T h e  grea test  nove l ty  o f  the camp li fe to a s t ranger  
is t h e ' y e r r a ’ or  brand ing  cattle-.’yes terday  was m ark in g  day 
and be fore  sunrise the men w e r e  d r i v in g  in the herds  to the 
corral;  in all there w e r e  some 2,f)00 head o f  ho rned  cattle. 
O w in g  to the e x t r e m e  co ldness o f  the m o rn in g  the cattle 
w e r e  a little w i ld ,  and there was much dif f iculty in k e e p ­
ing them together.  T h e  peons charged  ove r  hil l  and dale in 
seeming con fus ion ,  shouting  'and t ry ing  to outf lank v a ­
r ious points o f  the herd, w h ich  n ow  ex tended  o v e r  a m i le ,  
the cattle running h ither and th ither  at full t i lt, s cam per ing  
across the country.  A t  last most  o f  the cattle w e r e  go t  
together,  and d r iv en  into  the corra l ,  near thees lanc ia  house. 
A  w ood  f ire was  l ighted,  hal f  a dozen brands w e r e  heated.  
T w o  men on horseback  rode  into the herd ,  s ing led  out 
a calf, lassoed h im ,  and d ragged  h im  o u t ;  then four  d i s ­
mounted gauchos se ized  the poor  animal,  each ho ld ing  h im  
by a leg, w h i l e  a f i fth ran f o r w a r d  w i th  the m a rk in g  iron, 
red  hot, and planted it on the flank; the poor  beast m oan­
ing p iteously  as a column o f  sm oke  rose f rom  the seeth ing 
w ou n d . - I  could not wa i t  to see another,  though I w a s  told 
the pain soon passes.

T h e  next event  was the taming o f  ‘ po tros ’ o r  w i ld  horses. 
1 cannot conce ive  any thing m ore  crue l .  A  troop  o f  about 
oOO is d r iv en  into the corra l .  A  gaucho p icks  out a full 
g r o w n  colt, th row s  his lasso and catches the tw o  front legs; 
the poor  beast rol ls  o v e r  w i th  a heavy  shock, and w h i l s t  it

li-‘
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is s t rugg l ing  on the g round  the man w i th  the lasso ca tch ­
es one o f  the h ind legs and ties it c lose to the f ront  ones .  
A n o th e r  gaucho sits on the animal s neck and fastens on 
a b r id le  but w i th ou t  a bit; the lasso is then loosed, one man 
holds  the horse ’ s head, another puts on the horsec lo th  and 
g ir ths  all together .  D u r ing  this opera t ion  the ho rse  
th r o w s  h im se l f  o v e r  and o v e r  again on the g round ,  w h i ls t  
they beat h im  on the head till he can hard ly  brea the  f rom  
fear and is c o ve red  w i th  foam. A t  last the g irths are fasten­
ed,  and the best horsem an  mounts  h im .

E v e r y  day sh ew s  us som e n e w  phase o f  estancia li fe, 
w h ic h  a f ter  all has its En joyments .  A n y t h in g  m ore  ex-  
h i l i r a t in g  than a canter on a fine m orn in g  o r  in the coo l  o f  
the even in g  ove r  the sp r ing ing  tu r f  cannot be conce ived .  
T h e  hosp i ta l i ty  shewn  us by the manageryOf C e r ro  C o l o r a ­
do m ore  than compensated  for the hardship  o f  the jou rney .  
W e  passed severa l  days here  most  agreeably .
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,UP T H E  R I V E R  U R U G U A Y

On o i i r  re tu rn  to M o n te v id eo  w e  found an inv i tat ion  
f rom  Genera l  Urqu iza  to v is i t  h im  at his palace o f  San 
José in E n l r e -R io s .  W e  d e te rm in e  to ava i l  ou rse lves  o f  
the invitat ion. Not  only  shall w e  have  an o p p o r tu n i t y  o f  
see ing the fo rm idab le  gaucho k ing  p res id ing  o v e r  his w i ld  
court ,  but w e  shall be able to v is i t  the coast o f  the U r u ­
guay.  In the a f ternoon w e  em barked  in the s team er  
Villa* del Salto, and anchored  nex t  m orn in g  in f ront  o f  
B. A y r e s .  O w in g  to a dense fog w e  could not  see  the c i t y .  
W e  passed the Gerro  de San Juan at noon, and soon s igh ted  
the G ibra l tar  o f  the R iv e r  P la te , .Mart in  Garc ia ,  w h ic h  has 
batteries on the S. E.  point. F ac in g  the A rg e n t in e  coast 
are severa l  guns and so ld iers  quarters ,  next  the C om m an -  
dancia. W h e n  Rosas was D ic ta to r  o f  Buenos A i r e s  he sent
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his p r isoners  to Mart in  G a r c i a ; many o f  them  escaped by 
s w im m in g  a g rey  mare  across to Banda Oriental and the 
m are  regu lar ly  s w a m  back again, until Rosas shot her  as
an enem y to the state.

C a rm e lo  is the first t ow n  w e  sight on a bend o f  the r i v e r .  
T h e  next  th ing is an o ld convent  n o w  used for an es- 
tancia. T h e  scenery  im p roves  as w e  advance,  the E n t r e -  , 
R iano  coast be ing  much  l o w e r  than the Or ienta l .

W e  passed Concepc ion  after  dark  and started next 
m o rn in g  for Salto. T h i s  is the finest part o f  the r iver .  
W e  see a 'troop o f  mules s w im m in g  across •. they are go ing  
to Bol iv ia .  Pass ing  the ‘ De l ic ias ’ ando ' .her  va luable  estancias 
be long ing  to fore igners  w e  reach the dangerous pass o f  Cor-  
ralitos by day l igh t .  T h is  r e e f  has but one n a r row  c h a n n e l ; 
a dozen  coasting craft are at anchor in fron t  o f  the old 
port o f  Concord ia ,  wh ich  is near ly  a league b e lo w  the town^ 
In h igh  w a te r  the Corra l i tos  are covered .  W e  have n ow  
a fine v i e w  o f  Salto at the head o f  the r iver ,  c o v e r in g  three 
or four hills w i th  large w h i t e  edif ices,  and apparent ly  a 
tow n  of  great  extent .  W e  reach port  at 5*30 p .m . and 
find com for tab le  quarters  at the hotel .  ^

T h e  situation o f  Salto is charming,  the Uruguay  bathing 
the dec l iv i t ies  o f  the ‘ cuchi l las . ’ It  is a nour ish ing  place 
o f  9000 inhabitants,  most ly  Ital ians, a n d js  head quarters  o f  
all f ron t ie r  traff ic over land  to R io  Grande  do Sul. T h e  
Salto Grande is a ba r r ie r  to navigat ion.  I was g iven  some 
beauti fu l  pebbles  and crystal l izat ions,  come from  the 
C e r ro  de Catalanes near the r i v e r  Cuare im ,  w h e re  agate is
also found.

N e x t  day w e  return from Salto by same s team er  to P a y «

>1
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sandii. T h e  port is hal f  a league f r o m  the tow n .  T h e  
ruins o f  Padre So lano ’ s saladero are a m i le  f rom  the P laza. 
Padre  Solano Garcia was  a Spaniard,  and came here  
in 1826. He bui l t  a l i t t le  church sti l l  s tanding,  the wa l ls  o f  
w h ich  are 4 feet thick, the bells bear date A .  D. 1630, and 
1762. He  was  a man o f  great eccen tr ic i ty  and en te rp r ise .  
He first bui lt  great  l ime- furnaces ,  then cu lt ivated  s i lk ­
w o rm s  on a large scale, then ra ised  ch ickens by  steam. 
A f t e r  D iv in e  Serv ice  on Sundays he w o u ld  m ount his ox  
w h ic h  hé had tra ined l ike  a horse ,  w i th  a b r id l e  attached 
by a r ing  to his nose. Un for tunate ly  for h im s e l f  he ac t ive ly  
m edd led  w i th  po l i t ics ,  and was m ade  Senator ,  but 
the opposite  party  com ing  into p o w e r  he was  banished, and 
w e n t  to Cuba. On his re turn  he b rough t  a b reed  o f  
snails, th ings be fo re  u n k n o w n ,  and to this day the qu in tas  
are in fested w i th  them. His  last schem e was  a s u b t e r -  ̂
ranean saladero in w h ich  he constantly e m p lo y e d  f r o m  30 
to 50 men, under  an exp e r ien ced  F ren ch  m a s te r -b u i ld e r  
w h o  fo l lo w ed  all his w h im s .  He expended  much m onèy  on 
cy l inders  and o ther  m ach inery  w h ich  w e re  b ro u g h t  out 
f r o m  Eng land  ; the w o r k s  ex tended  u n d e rg ro u n d  
to the P laza  o f  Paysandü.

. Concepc ion  is f ive leagues f r om  Paysandu, l o w e r  d o w n  
the Uruguay .  W e  left next  m o r n in g  for San José, the pa­
lace o f  Genera l  U rqu iza ,  distant 7 leagues in land.  T h e  - 
g round  was  cove red  w i th  a h o a r f r o s t .  T h e  country  is un­
dulat ing,  w i th  fat herds o f  catt le  and scattered  hab i ta t ions .  
W e  at last see the lofty turrets  o f  San José, and a rude  
en cam pm en t  w h e re  some 500 gaucho cava lry  are q u a r t e r ­
ed. Pass ing  a fru it  and f l o w e r  ga rden  vve reach  the
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ou ter  g 3 le, w h e r e  n u m b ers  o f  peasants, o f f icers ,  
guards  e tc .  are w a i t in g  as w e  a l ight f r om  the ca r i ia ge .  
A h  a id -de-cam p conducts  us th rough  the inner  gate and va ­
r ious cour tyards .  T h e  Genera l  and Madame U rqu iza  re ce iv e  
us most  k ind ly .  T h e  cu lt ivat ion  o f  f l o w e rs  and f ru it  is the
Genera l ’ s occupat ion since he gave  up pol it ics.  T h e  f l o w e r  
garden is o f  great  e x ten t  and 'conta ins  the rarest plants from 
e v e ry  qu ar t e r  o f  the g lohé .  T h e r e  are tw o  av ia r ies  con ta in ­
ing a num ber  o f  canaries,card inals ,  f inches and some strange 
b irds .  T h e r e  is a r o w  o f  m arb le  vases on the terrace .  F r o m  
th is  po int  w e  have a gooi l  v i e w  o f  the gardens  and lake , 
t h e  three pr inc ipa l  ga rdeners  are F r en ch m en .  T h e  G en e ia l  
w ho  is v e r y  proud  o f  his plants next  led us to his 
w in te r -ga rden  : in a large m arb le  basin he has a place foi 
g r o w in g  w a te r - c r e s s e s ;  in another is an art i f ic ia l  f ish-
pond.

T h e  palace is bu i l t  in the m odern  Ita l ian s ty le .  W e  r e ­
mained  tw o  days under this hospitab le  lo o f .

W e  little thought on our departure f rom  San José that in 
less than a fortn ight ,  it wou ld  be the scene o f  one o f  the 
b lo o d ie s rd e e d s  recorded  even in South A m er ica .  A  band 
o f  revo lu t ion is ts  rushed into the palace and m u rd e red  the 
poor old Genera l  in his l ib rary .  Madame U rqu iza  and 
family  w e re  ob l iged  to take re fuge  in Buenos A ir e s ,  but she 
has since recove red  her property  and establ ished a mode l  
fa rm  and .agr icu l lu ra l  co lony at San Jose.

General Urqu iza  played so p rom in en t  a part in the po­
l i t ics o f  the last quarter  o f  a century that a sketch o f  his 
l i fe  may be interest ing.  He was born in 1800 w h e r e  the tow n  
o f  Concepc ion  n ow  stands, his grandfa ther  hav ing  been  one
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o f  the earl iest  sett lers in that part o f  E n t r e -R io s  cal led A r ­
royo  de China. W h i l e  y ou n g  he em braced  a m i l i ta ry  l i fe,  
and the war  in Banda Orienta l  in 1843.brought  forvvard 
his name as a sk i l fu l  so ld ier .  R e tu rn in g  to E n t r e -R io s  
he fo rm ed  an e lRcient po l ice  ; speedy  just ice  was dealt  to 
m urderers  or robbers .  In the space o f  4 yea rs  the p o p u la ­
tion was almost doub led .  T h e  var ious  tow ns  w e r e  e n d o w ­
ed w i th  schools and'^churches, and severa l  co lon ies  w e r e  
founded. EntrC-R ios  u n d e rw en t  a com p le te  t rans fo rm at ion ;  
haying been fo rm e r ly  knowij  as one o f  the w i ld e s t 'a n d  
most turbu lent  o f  the A rgen t in e  P rov inces .

In 1851 U rqu iza  made an all iance w i th  Braz i l  and M on te ­
v ideo  to o v e r tu rn  Rosas. Genera l  U rqu iza  then found 
h im se l f  at the head o f  25,000 nien, the largest a rm y  e v e r  
assembled  in South A m er ica .  He crossed the Paraná at D i a ­
mante and a r r iv ed ,  in January 1852, with in  e ight  leagues 
o f  the city o f  Buenos A i r e s .  .

T h e  field o f  Monte  Gaseros saw^50,000, men  ranged  in 
morta l  combat.  T h e  struggle  was short ,  v ig o rou s  and d e c i s ­
ive ;  after a f ew  hours the a rm y  o f  Rosas b rok e  and f led, and 
Rosas h imsel f ,  d isgu ised  as an E ng l ish  sa i lor ,  escaped on 
board  one o f  Her M a je s ty ’ s 'ships. This- put an end to the 
w a r ,  but there rem a ined  the d i l i lcu lty  o f  r eo rgan is in g  the 
country .

Gen. U rqu iza  su m m oned  the G o v e rn o rs  o f  the var ious  
p rov inces  to a Conven t ion  at San Nico las .  One o f  the f i rst  
steps was to th ro w  open the nav igat ion  o f  the r i v e r s  to the 
flags o f  all nat ions, at the same t ime abo l ish ing  the p r o ­
v inc ia l  customs duties, and dec la r ing  Genera l  U rqu iza  
P ro v is io n a l  Dictator  till a n e w  Const i tu t ion  s h o u l d ' b o
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agreed on. Congress  was  opened  by  U r q u iza  N o v e m b e r  
20th 1852, and the A r g e n t in e  Const i tu t ion  w as  vo ted  (May 
4st 18o3) U rqu iza  be ing  p roc la im ed  P res iden t  for  s ix  years.

T h e  new G ove rn m en t  ga ined es teem  both at h om e  and 
abroad. T rea t ie s  o f  c o m m e rc e  w e r e  m ade  w i t h  Eng land  
Sard in ia ,  Por tuga l ,  B raz i l ,  and Paraguay .  T h e  in terna l  
p rog ress  was  such that p rop e r ty  increased ten- fo ld  in 
va lue,  the pastoral  and agr icu ltura l  industr ies  g r e w  up 
am az ing ly ,  w h i l e  the tow ns  and r i v e r  ports  doub led  in a 
f e w  years .  Rosa r io ,  f r om  a v i l la ge  o f  a f e w  hundred  
souls, rose to a populat ion o f  20,000 ; and l ines o f  s teamers 
opened  up the trade o f  the Uruguay ,  Paraná  and Paraguay  
p o r ts .  In 1860, Genera l  U rqu iza  hav ing  f in ished his te rm  
o f  off ice was succeeded by Dr. D e rq u i  as P r e s id e n t  o f  the 
R epub l ic .  A t  d i f f e ren t  t imes  it was  expec ted  that the 
fo rce  o f  events w o u ld  d rag  Gen U rqu iza  from his seclusion 
at San José and again p lunge h im  into the v o r t e x  o f  party 
s t r i fe .  He  was,  h o w e v e r ,  so anxious  to be le f t  in peace for 
the r em a inder  o f  his days that ne i th e r  the F lo r e s  w a r  in 
Banda Oriental,  nor the Paraguayan  w a r  could tempt h im  
to take any part in po l i t ics .

Dur ing  the last e ight  years  o f  his l i fe  he l i ved  re t i r ed  at 
his palace o f  San José. L i k e  Cincinnatus he devoted  
h im se l f  to fa rm ing ,  and his hospita l i ty  to v is i to rs  was p r o ­
verb ia l .  His cattle farms ex tended  ove r  1,000 square 
leagues and his pasloral wealth  was est imated at 350,000 
cows ,  800,000 sheep and 50,000 horses. T h e  size o f  his 
palace and num ber  o f  his retainers rem inded  one o f  what 
m igh t  be expected  in the household  o f  an Eastern  Pr ince .
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V I I I .

B U E NO S  A Y R E S

W e  anchored in front  o f  Buenos A y r e s  on a co ld  d r i z z l in g ,  
morning-;  the m ode  o f  landing  and the m o le  are a d isgrace 
to any c ity hav ing  the least p re tens ions  to c iv i l iza t ion .  
W o  w e re4 ra n sh ip p ed  into a small  boat, then into a horse  
cart. T h e  m o le  is a r ick e t ly  w o o d en  s tructure  800 feet 
long. A t  a d istance Buenos A i r e s  looks w e l l ; the city is 
large,  some o f  the streets are three  mi les  long, and in tersect  
each o the r  at r igh t  angles in b locks  o f  140 ya rds  square. 
I t  possesses severa l  sta le ly  bui ld ings,  w h ose  beauty is 
qu ite  lost, being bui lt  in v e r y  n a r row  streets .  T h e r e  are 
tw o  large  t h e a t r e s ; the Colon is spacious 'but badly  l i g h t e d ; 
the stage has room  fo r  BOO p e r fo rm ers ,  and the house 
admits  three  thousand spectators.
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T h e  na t iv es  o f  Buenos A i r e s  are called P o r t e h o s ; the 
ladies are  pret ty  and gracefu l  w h e n  young ,  but have  not  
im p roved  th e i r  appearance by  d iscard ing  the manti l la .

In n u m erab le  t r a m w a ys  t raverse  the city and suburbs ,  
T h e  p a vem en t  o f  som e  o f  the streets is exec rab le ,  and the 
roads to the d i f f e ren t  suburbs  are a lmost  im passab le  in 
w e t  w ea ther .  In  the suburbs, the pr inc ipa l  o f  w h ic h  are 
F lo r e s ,  Be lgrano ,  and San Is id ro ,  the hedges  are genera l ly  
o f  p r ick ly  pear and aloe: these are so fo rm idab le  as a fence 
that they are p lanted on the f ron t ie r  to keep back Ind ians .  
T r e e s  w e re  v e ry  scarce unti l  the in troduct ion  o f  the 
Euca l ip tus  or  gum t r e e ; the  f i rst  o f  these w e r e  g r o w n  in 
Montev ideo ,  f rom  seed b rought  by a captain sh ip w re c k e d  
on his way  f rom  Austra l ia .  No  tree  in the w o r l d  a rr ives  
so rap id ly  at g igant ic  d imens ions .  I t  is part icu lar ly  r e ­
com m en ded  for  marshy  places, be ing  p ro v ed  a good fe b r i ­
fuge, not on ly  in Austra l ia ,  but also in A lg ie r s ,  the Gam- 
pagna de R om a ,  and o ther  countries reputed  malarious.

T h e  Om bi i  is the on ly  tree  ind igenous to Buenos A y r e s .  
P ro fe sso r  D a rw in  calls it the F i g  Ombu: it is as large as an 
uak, the fo l iage  is thick,*and o f  a da rk  green c o l o r ;  but 
the w ood  is o f  no use, and resem b les  a cabbage stalk, 
useless even  for  f ir ing.

T h e  camps o f  Buenos A y r e s  d i f fer  f rom  , those o f  the
Banda Oriental in be ing perfectly  flat and devo id  o f  stone
(except  w here  the S ierras del Tand i l  beg in ) ,  w h e reas  those
o f  the Banda Oriental are undulat ing and rocky.  Som e
se a s o n s  o f  the year the f o rm e r  are cove red  w i th  a dense
g ro w th  o f  thist les,  ten feet high ; at others w i th  scarlet or
purple  v e rbena ,  or w'ild h e l io t rope .  In such a vast plain
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the w in d s  have  uncontro l led  p o w e r ,  and fear fu l  s torms 
are o f  frequent occurrence ,  p receded  by  c louds o f  dust  that 
obscure  the l i gh t  o f  day.

T h e  north w in d  is a ttended w i th  a fee l ing  o f  lassitude 
and excites  a great  degree  o f  e lec tr ic i ty .  T h e  ‘ P a m p e r o ’ or  
S. W .  w in d  is by far the most  h e a l th y ;  its e last ic i ty  and 
v i g o r  m ake  it des irab le  at all seasons. T h e  r o ck in g  stone 
o f  Tand i l  is the on ly  natural cur ios ity  in  the p rov in ce ,  i t  is 
situate about 200 miles  south o f  the c ity  o f  Biienbs A i r e s  
c lose to the v i l lage  o f  T and i l .  T h e r e  it stands, out  upon 
the summit  o f  the mountain,  in bo ld  r e l i e f  against the sky ;  
a huge rock  seve ra l 'hundred  tons in w e igh t ,  s t ick ing  as it  
w e r e  by some mechanica l  con tr ivance  against the mass o f  
g ran i te  w h ic h  sustains it .

T h e r e  is much  to interest  the sportsman in this country .  
T h e  r em o te  Pam pas  s w a rm  w i t t i  ostr iches,  deer ,  w o o d  
p igeons ,  par tr idges ,  f lamingoes,  w i l d  sw an ,  snipe &c.  
Ducks  are met  w i th  in flocks o f  tw o  and three  hundred ,  and 
there  are many var ie t ies ,  in c lud ing  the ma l la rd ,  teal and 
g rebe .  T h e  T e r o - t e r o  o r  horned  p lo v e r  is cal led the 
w a tc h m a n  o f  the P a m p a ; he -warns the shepherd  o f  the 
approach o f  any one to his dw e l l in g ,  by m ak in g  the pecu l ia r  
no ise  f rom  w h ic h  he d e r iv es  his name T h e  Batitu 
is the  Barnham sand-p iper ,  and is good  w h e n  fa t tened  on 
th ist le  seeds. T h e  A rm a d i l l o  l ives  upon w o r m s  and 
vegetab les ,  and b u r r o w s  in the  g round ;  i t  is easi ly  caught, 
and its f lesh is w h i t e ,  v e r y  fat, and has the f lavour  o f  pork .

T h e r e  are three  sorts o f  p o l e - c a t s ; they  l ive  ch ie f ly  upon 
b irds ,  insects, and repti les.  T h e  Tam andua  o r  A n t -ea te r
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ants and l icks th em  up w i t h  its tongue.  T h e  Ch inch i l la  
and Nutr ia  or  beave r  are found in great  num bers .  One o f  
the greatest  pests to the sh eep - fa rm er  is the Y is cach a  or  
P ra i r i e  dog,  an animal s im i la r  to a rabb it ,  but  tw i c e  as large*, 
they  b u r r o w  the land in all d i rec t ions .  T h e  L i o n  or  

-Pum a is no t  to be  com pared  to its A f r i c a n  namesake;  it  is 
m o re  l ike  an i l l -shaped N ew fo u n d la n d  dog;  it has no mane, 
and is o f  a l i gh t  b r o w n  co lor .  I  have  seen i t  chained up 
l ike  a ya rd  dog ,  and equal ly  fam i l ia r  w i t h  its master .  T h e  
Jaguar or  South A m er ica n  t ig er  is not p ro p e r ly  a t iger ,  but 
m ore  l ike  a leopard ,  and haunts the is lands of  the Paraná .

Besides the b irds  w h ic h  I  have  a lready m en t ioned  there
are the C a r p i n t e r o  or  w o o d - p e c k e r ,  the H o rn e ro  o r  Oven
b ird ,  tw o  species o f  o w ls ,  and vu ltures  a lw ays  ready  to 
d evou r  the remains  o f  beasts in the^Pampas. Pa rro ts ,  car­
dinals and h u m m in g  b irds  are n um erou s .  O f  snakes the 
on ly  dangerous ones are  a dark  g rey  one about e ighteen  
inches long, and the V iv o ra  de la C ruz ,  so called f r o m  its 
hav ing  a cross on its head. F r o g s  are innum erab le  and 
make an incessant noise at n ight,  especia l ly  b e fo re  ra iny 
weather : on su m m er .even ings  thousands o f  f ire f l ies p r o ­
duce a charm ing  effect. A  gent leman w h o  m ade  an e x p e d i ­
t ion  across the Pam pas  to ld  me that  he o ften used them 
as a lamp by pu t t ing  s ix  o r  seven o f  them  under  a glass.
■ T h e  locust  is th e ,m o s t  dreaded  enem y o f  the fa rm er ;  

im m ense  sw a rm s  com e l ike  á dense sn ow -s to rm  and 
som et im es  stop the ra i lw ay  tra ins.  T h e y  fal l  in such 
n u m b e r s  that the rails b ecom e  lubr ica ted  by  the lo com o­
t i v e  c rush ing  them.
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I X ,

R O S A R IO  TO  C O R D O B A

T h e  Journey f r om  Rosar io  to C o rdoba  is s ingular ly  
b leak and uninterest ing  : w e  t rave l  a long  leagues upon 
leagues o f  flat grass plains, w i th ou t  a s ing le  t ree  o r  shrub 
to break  the m onotony ;  passing on the w a y  Ro ldan ,  Bern-  
stadt co lony,  Canada de Gom ez ,  F r a i l e  M u e r to a n d  Bal les­
teros.  \ t  last w e  reach V i l la  Maria w h e r e  w e  are to stay 
the night. Th is  a s tragg l ing  place su rrounded  by w o o d s ; it 
is a lready qu i te  da rk  w h en  we a r r iv e ,  and the l ights 
g l im m e r in g  here  and there  th rough  the trees  g iv e  the  ap­
pearance o f  a g yp sy  encam pm ent.  Ranchos  are scattered  
about in the w ood  openings,  and g roups  o f  w i l d  look ing  
natives are gathered  round little f ires c ook in g  the ir  supper.  
N ex t  m o rn in g  w e  continue our  jo u rn ey  to C ordoba .

T h is  city is 340 years  old, be ing  35 yea rs  o lder  than B. 
A i r e s ; . i t s  founders  hav ing  com e  f r o m ' C h i l e  across the
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A n d e s  in quest  o f  E l '  D o rado .  T h e  c i ty  is p re t ty  much  
the  sam e in aspect as it w as  in the 16th cen tu ry ,  and^ 
w h en  y o u  stand in the P la za ,  l o o k in g  at the v en e ra b le  
cathedral  and the Gab i ldo  a longs ide ,  y o u  a lmost  e xp ec t  
to see the  he lm etted  sold iers  o f  Car los  Quinto  issue f r o m  
the porta ls.  T h e  cathedral  r em ind s  one  o f  the  p ic tures  o f  
N o rm an -Saracen ic  bu i ld ings  : in the in te r io r  the  m ost  
rem ark ab le  ob jec t  is the huge  s i l v e r  tabernacle ,  and the
treasures  o f  the sacr is ty  are a lso said to be  o f  m uch

1 ■

value.
T h e  Jesuit church  is sti l l  m o re  in terest ing ,  the r o o f  

be ing  the finest p iece  o f  w o rk m a n s h ip  in the. R epu b l i c  : 
it is o f  w o o d  beauti fu l ly  carved  and  r ich ly  gilt', the trunks 
o f  cedar h av in g  been b rou gh t  f rom  T ucu m an  on ro l le rs ,  
a w o r k  w h ich  r eq u i r ed  t w o  yea rs  and was  done by  I n ­
dians. T h e r e  are m eda l l ion  portra i ts  a long the nave,  o f  
Jesuit m iss ionary  saints and m ar ty rs  : o v e r  the organ is a 
t ransparency o f  St. Ignat ius  o f  L o yo la .  T h i s  church w as  
closed fo r  near ly  a century after the expu ls ion  o f  the J e ­
suits, and has been on ly  recent ly  res to red .

T h e  contiguous edi f ice  in w h ic h  the Jesuits held  
the ir  famous co l lege ,  the  head-quarters  o f  the o rd e r  in 
this p a r t '  o f  South  A m er ica ,  is a grand o ld  s tructure  that 
seems to defy^the hand o f  T im e  or  ravages  o f  c iv i l  war .  
T h rou g h  the k indness o f  D. A u re l io  P in e ro  w e  w e r e  most  
po l i te ly  r ece ived  by the R ec to r  w h o  sh o w e d  us o v e r  the 
w R o le  place. T h e  first patio o r  quadrangle  has a co r r ido r  
o f  arches on all s i d e s ; on the north  side is the A cad em ic  
hall, w h e r e  the con fe r r ing  o f  degrees takes place. H ere  there  
is a full- length portra it  o f  Bishop T r e j o ,  founder  o f  the Un i-

i
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vers i ty ,  w h ich  hangs o v e r ' th e  R e c t o r ’ s chair,  and a tabular 
inscription m ent ions  that he v / a s ’ a nat ive  o f  Pa raguay  
(A .  D. 1620) and gave  43,000 s i lve r '  do l lars  o f  his p r iva te  
fortune to e n d o w  the u n iv e r s i t y .  T h e  Hall is about  80 
feet long, and has the a rm s o f  the 14 A rg e n t in e  P r o - -  
v inces  a long the ce i l ing .   ̂ -

T h e  bu i ld ing  w h ich  at p resent  contains both the Un i-
I

v e rs i t y  and the. Nat ional  Co l lege  com pr ises  tw o  grea t  
' quadrangles : the wal ls  o f  the c o r r ido rs  are 4 to 6 feet in 

thickness ; the stairs are o f  nat ive  m arb le ,  and the upper  
story  contains severa l  spacious halls and' c lass-rooms.
I measured  one and found it 40 paces in length ; the 
w in d o w s  look ing  w e s t w a r d  c om m an ded  a d e l igh t fu l  v i e w  
o f  the S ierras,  r em in d in g  m e  o f  the many es tab l ishm ents  
n ow , in  ruins w h ich  the Jesuits founded  there ,  such as A l ta  
Gracia, Jesus Maria,  Santa Catal ina etc.

W e  v is i ted  the F ine -a r ts  school ,  w h e r e  there are n u m e ­
rous paint ings and w o rk s  in stucco : am ong  the f o r m e r  are  
some adm irab le  cop ies  o f  M ur i l lo  and o the r  masters ,  and 
I  noticed that the best  w e r e  those by  Sr. P e r e z ,  a s tudent 
w h o  has neve r  le f t  C o rdoba .  T h e  R ec to r  nex t  took  us to 
the L ib r a r y  and s h e w e d  us sundry  ra re  o ld  books ,  such as 
g ra m m a rs  o f  Guarani,  Quichua and L u l e  tongues,  p r in ted  
at M adr id  in the last century .  In  the Nat iona l  Co l lege  
the dorp i i to r ies ,  chapel  and r e fe c to ry  are  g ood -s i z ed  apar t­
ments,  but cheer less  and g lo om y .  T h e  pupi ls  are f r o m  
d i f ferent  p rov inces ,  ma in ta ined  at the cost o f  the state, 
and r e c e i v e  a genera l  educa t ion .

Santo D om ingo  convent  is chie f ly  r em a rk a b le  for  its 
handsome n e w  church, bui l t  in 1861 at a cost o f  o v e r
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£ 1 5 ,00 0 .  In  the sacristy is the portra it  o f  F r a y  O legar io  
Correa,  w h o  d ied  a f e w  years  ago m uch  reg re t t ed .  He  
w a s  nam ed  B ishop  o f  San Juan and repa ired  to R o m e  to 
p ray  that he m igh t  be a l l ow ed  to end his days in the 
c lo is ter ,  but f a i l e d : on his return, w h i l e  p rep a r in g  to leave 
C o rdoba  he w as  se ized  w i t h  h is  last i l lness and n eve r  
reached  San Juan.



A  N IG H T  IN  T H E  S I E R R A  O F  C O R D O B A

Before  leav ing  the quaint o ld city o f  the Jesuits, w h ic h  
stands a lmost m id w a y  b e tw een  the A t lan t ic  seaboard  and 
that o f  the P ac i f i c ,w e  reso lved  to m ake  a tr ip  to the S ie r ra  
o f  G o s q u in . ' I t  is on the J i ighroad f r o m  C ordoba  to R io ja , '  
and takes its name f rom  a se t t lem ent  o f  Ind ians  conver ted  
to Christ ianity  in the 18th c en tu ry ,  but  o f  w h o m  no trace 
n o w  remains.

T h e  b r igh t  sunshine o f  a w i n t e r ’ s m o rn in g  in May w a g  
danc ing  on the turrets and cupolas o f  the .churches  o f  
C o rdoba  as w e  s ta r ted  w i th  our  gu id e  Manuel,  fac ing 
tow ards  the mountains,  w h o s e  blue range bounds the city 
w es tw a rd ,  in a sharp outl ine. T h e  sn ow s  had not ye^ 
begun to cov6r  the range, but away  in the d irec t ion  o f  San 
L u is  the sum m its  o f  the S ie rras  shone tike burn ished  
go ld .  ,
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F o r  about a m i l e  the  t ra ve l l e r  passes th ro u gh  qu intas  
and gardens  l ined  w ith  pop lars ,  l eav ing  on the le f t  the 
city c em ete ry  and an Ind ian  v i l la ge ,  t i l l  c ross ing  the R io  
P r im e r o  near a m i l l ,  w h e r e  the depth  o f  w a t e r  se ldom  
exceeds  a couple  o f  feet. W e  have  a constant ascent t i l l  
r each ing  the Tab lada ,  an e x ten s iv e  tab le- land famous fo r  
a batt le fought there  som e  years  ago, w h ic h  p ro v e d  un­
usual ly  b loody  as there  was  no she lter  fo r  e i ther  of f icers 
o r  m en  o f  the b e a t e n ‘a rm y  and they w e r e  lanced up to the 
banks o f  the r i v e r .  T h e  v i e w  f r o m  the Tab lada  is s t r ik ing ,  
the  city b e lo w  bn one s ide,  the mounta ins  standing out 
bo ld ly  on the other .  '  ^

Our gu ide  re lates to us rem in iscences  o f  the batt le  and 
seems as w e l l  versed  in the local pol it ics  as he is reputed  
to be in all the intr icac ies  o f  the S ierras .  He  is a co lo red  
man, w i th  one leg m uch  longer  than a n o t h e r ; his ga r ru ­
lous character  and keen sense o f  h u m or  m ake  h im  a suitable 
c o m p a n i o n , i n  this dem ocra t ic  country.  Before  w e  have  gone  
ten m i les  o f  the road w e  find he is a great fa vo r i te  w i th  all 
the o ld  w om en  in the ranchos a long the w a y .  H e  has a 
salutation for one, a message  fo r  another,  and som et im es  he 
halts to l ight  a c igar  o r  take a cup o f  mate, w h i l e  w e  push 
a long qu ie t ly  ti l l  he o ver takes  us again. A  th ick  g r o w t h  
o f  b ru s h w o o d  indicates our  approach to the A r r o y o  Sal- 
dan, and the stumps o f  trees are an obstacle  to gal loping. 
T h e  ranchos hereabout  are m ore  num erous ,  and hare  a 
squal id  appearance.  Men are hardly  to be seen, but  
p lenty  o f  w o m en  o f  every  co lor  d ow n  to b lack.

“ P e d ro  the L io n -k i l l e r  l ives  yon de r  says Manuel,
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po in t ing  to a couple  o f  huts near the roads ide ,  w i t h  a pa­
radise tree  in f ron t .

“  I f  you  w o u ld  l ike  a breakfast o f  roast k id ,  he con t i ­
nues, m y  fr iend P ed ro  w i l l  s e rve  us w i th o u t  delay ,  and 
then w e  can get on v e r y  w e l l  t i l l  w e  cross the S ie r ra ,  and 
.sup to n ight  at San R oqu e .

‘ ‘ W e  said let us breakfast here ,  and i f  y o u r  f r iend  P e ­
dro  has a couple o f  l ion-sk ins  to d ispose of, t ry  and g e t  them  
fo r  us. ,

A s  w e  d ra w  up to the palenque o r  cross bars  w h e r e  
guests usual ly t ie  the ir  horses,  w e  ob se rv e  the heads  o f  
sundry  animals hung  here  and there  in the branches  o f  
the tree.  Som e  are qu ite  d r ied ,  others  have  part  o f  the 
skin st i l l  on, and Manuel in fo rm s  m e  that they  are  P e d r o ’ s 
t roph ies  o f  the chase.

T h e  l i on -k i l le r  is a man o f  f i fty years ,  sti l l  a c t ive ,  and 
as he b ids  us d ism ount  the dogs cease ba rk ing .  In a f e w  
minutes  a quar te r  o f  k id  is roast ing  at the  ‘ a sado r , ’ o v e r  
a heap o f  c inders  in the open space near the doo r ,  w h i l e  
our host spreads a table fo r  us under  the tree  that bears 
his l i on ’ s heads. I t  is an e r r o r  to call these animals 
l ions, fo r  they  are on ly  Pum as ,  and by no means  so f o r ­
m idab le  as Jaguars .  S t i l l  they  d es t roy  goats and" calves, 
P e d r o  tel ls us he gets fo r  each l ion that he k i l ls  a p resen t  

, f r o m  each o f  the ne ighbors ,  in the shape o f  a k id ,  a sheep, 
a p ig  or the l ike.  I f  the cubs be taken v e r y  y o u n g  they  
m ay  be t a m e d . '  Breakfast  o v e r ,  and a l ion -sk in  s trapped 
beh ind  each o f  ou r  saddles ,  w e  cont inue our  j o u rn e y .  
Hard ly  do w e  cross  the A r r o y o  Saldan w h e n  ou r  road  b e ­
g ins  to ascend, and th ick,  b ru s h w o o d  shuts in the  v i e w
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on e i ther  s ide, ti l l  at a bend  o f  the r i v e r ,  w h e r e  th ree  co t­
tages occur,  w e  ob se rv e  some S w is s  or  G e rm an  w o m e n  
wash ing ,  and f laxen-ha ired  ch i ld ren  ru n n in g  about. *  An  
hour  fu r the r  takes us to a c o m fo r tab le  estancia house 
w h ich  has much  the look  o f  a for t ress ,  and n o w  the road, 
h i ther to  pract icab le  for  veh ic les ,  b ecom es  a m e re  b r id le ­
path, w in d in g  through dense  th ickets ,  c ross ing  a l i tt le 
s tream fu l ly  a dozen  t imes in less than a league.  W e  m ee t  
a man and a w o m a n  a ttended by  t w o  servants,  all r id ing  
mules .  A t  t imes  our path d ives  d o w n  into  dark g lens, 
but it is g'endrally an ascent, and w hen  w e  em erge  upon a 
h i l l  side w e  ge t  a w id e  v i e w  o f  the mountains,  w i t h  cattle 
g raz ing  on the slopes.

T h e  gu ide  points  to some w o o d e d  hil ls  in the distance 
and says that is w h e r e  the notor ious  R a m ire z  and his ban­
d its  com m it ted  such d readfu l  c r im es  about tw en ty  years  
ago. P e o p l e  d isappeared  and even  the ir  re la t ives  w e r e  
a fra id  to seek for  jus t ice  . E v e n  the autorit ies  for a long 
t im e ,  lacked e i th e r  the p o w e r  o r  w i l l  to g rapp le  w i th  this 
gang o f  m u rde re rs ,  ’w h o s e  ord inary  m ode  o f  w a y la y in g  
t rave l le rs  w as  to drop  a noose f rom  a tree o v e r  the path, 
pul l  up the v ic t im  o f f  his mu le ,  ti l l  he w as  strangled.  A t  
last the ne ighbors  and 'author i t ies  made a grand ‘ battue 
o f  the h igh w a ym en ,  k i l l ing  ten or tw e l v e ,  and sending as 
m any m o re  in i rons  to Cordoba .  T h e  m in e d  post-house  
w h ic h  they used for  the ir  head-quarters  is still shown ,  
and in the sh rubbery  behind w e r e  d is in terred  the bones 
o f  men, w o m e n  and ch i ld ren  that had per ished  in this
place. = ^

W e  are go ing  through a d ismal defile w h ic h  lends addi-
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l ional h o r ro r  to Manue l ’ s story  ; a r i vu le t  that n eve r  sees 
the l ight  o f  day tr ick les  through  the bo t tom , and again 
the path ascends through th ick  o v e rh an g in g  w o o d s .

A half-naked mulatto,  d r iv ing  a horse,  crosses our 
track and bids us ‘ good  e v e n in g . ”  P re s en t ly  w e  hear  the 
bells o f  a t roop  o f  mules  h igher  up the mounta in ,  just  
as w e  em erge  upon a bare  ledge  o f  r o c k ,  w h e r e  the horses  
have  to c l im b  cautiously as i f  fee l ing  the ir  w a y .  A n  abyss 
o f  a thousand fee t  is on our  left, w h i l e  the rocks  som e­
t imes ju t  out so on our r ig h t - th a t  t w o  r id e rs  cou ld  not  
pass, and i f  y ou  are at all g id d y  it is be t te r  to k eep  y o u r  
eyes on the mountain  side, for a g l im pse  l e f tw a rd  at one 
or  o ther  ô f  these points  makes the b lood  run cold. W e  
asked the gu ide  w h y  he did not a l l ow  us to d ism ount  
b e fo re  en ter ing  this pass, but he says the horses  w i l l  not 
be led, and that they are so sure- foo ted  he has neve r  
heard  o f  one tu m b l ing  over .  H e  says som e  t rave l l e rs  
com ing  o v e r  the Cosqu in  w i t h  ch i ld ren  pu t  them-in  pan­
niers  on each side o f  the mule ,  but this seems to m e  sti l l  
m o re  dangerous as one o f  the panniers m igh t  s t r ike  against 

, the rock  and throw the m u le  out o f  e q u i l ib r iu m .
“  F r iends ,  m ake  haste to clear the w ay ,  ”  cr ies  a vo ice  

f r o m  above,  “  as we  are wait ing  to pass and the e v e n in g  
gets  la te . ”

R ight  o v e r  ou r  head is the m ule - t roop ,  and as w e  reach 
the table-land upon w h ic h  the ‘ a r r i e r o ’ w i th  a n u m b er  o f  
men and w o m en  on mules, and a train o f  baggage  mules 
ca r ry in g  w ine  and d r ied  fruits f r o m  R io ja ,  are assembled  
w e  exchange  fr iend ly  sa lu ta t ions ;  then the a r r ie ro  ’ 
and all his troop beg in  to descend  the C o rd ob a  s ide ,  and
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be fo re  us the sett ing  sun revea ls  a p ic tu re  o f  surpass ing 
love l iness .  T h e  va l l ey  o f  St. F ranc is  is at ou r  feet, a 
r i v e r  d iv id in g  it f r o m  the woods  that c lo the  the m ounta in  
to the l o w  g rou nd ,  and away  on the v e r g e  o f  the  h o r izon  is 
the S ie r ra  Isch i l in  re f lec t ing  the last beams o f  th is  go lden  
hour  o f  t ranqu i l  beauty .

T h e  descent  is steep and ru gged ,  at t imes  w o r n  l ike  a 
f l ight  o f  sta irs,  but the ho rse  n e v e r  s tumbles ,  and the 
branches w r e a th e d  w i th  air^plants m ake  you  b o w  y o u r  
head as you  proceed.

N igh t  o ver takes  us in these w o o d s .  W e  see som e  l ights  
in the trees, and com ing  up find it is an encam pm ent  o f  
m u le tee rs  f r o m  R io ja ,  w h o  are p repar in g  the ir  supper,  
hav in g  unloaded  the ir  mules  and tu rned  them  out to graze.  
R ob in  H ood  and his m en  must have  been the counterpar t  
o f  the good -hu m ored  fe l lows  be fo re  us, and as w e  pass 
them  w i t h  ‘ Buenas noches ’ Manuel  confesses that w e  may 
have  also to sleep in the g r e en w o o d ,  as it is im poss ib le  to 
reach  San R oq u e  to-n ight .

“  L e t  us halt, he says, t i l l  the moon r ises,  and then w e  
may  be  able  to d iscove r  some ra n ch o . ’ '

“  A n d  i f  w e  d on ’ t f ind a place to pass the n ight w e  can 
l ie  d o w n  on our p o n c h o s ; but the w o r s t  o f  i t  is, that we  
have  had no d in n e r . ”

Manuel was  as hungry  as ourse lves ,  and m y  husband 
said it was  w ises t  to accept Manue l ’s adv ice .  A c co rd in g ly  
w e  d ismount a f e w  paces f r om  the roadside ,  unsaddle 
and hobb le  our horses, and proceed  to stretch our ponchos 
under  a tree.  W e  h ave  been  about hal f  an hour,  ta lk ing 
o f  the manners  o f  the peop le  and such l ike, w h on  w e  hear

fit,
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the bark ing  o f  dogs, w h ic h  decides us to cont inue our  route  
in that d irect ion.

W h e n  the moon rises w e  are a lready  in the open  coun­
try ,  and Manuel thinks w e  are on the road to Tan t icuche .  
Again  the d ogs ’ ba rk ing  tells o f  som e  human habi ta t ion  
near, and w e  come up to a rancho w h e re  ha l f -a -dozen  w i ld  
look ing  men and w o m e n  g i v e  us a v e r y  dub ious  w e l c o m e .  
One o f  them proves  to be the man w e  met  in the fo res t  d r i v ­
ing a horse be fore  h im, and a fter  som e  w o r d s  exchanged  
b e tw een  h im  and our gu ide  the latter  says th e re  is a ‘ tape- 
ra ’ or  uninhabited house a f e w  ya rds  o f f  w h e r e  w e  can pass 
the night.

F o l l o w in g  the ha l f -naked  m ounta ineer  w e  reach the
‘ tapera, ’ w h ich  has ne i ther  door  nor  w in d o w ,  but is open  
to all the w in d s  and rains o f  heaven. I t  is not qu ite  em pty  
for  there are tw o  long boards  w h ich ,  as w e  s t r ik e  a l ight ,  
p rove  to be v e r y  g reasy .

Manuel fa i l ing  in all e f forts  to obta in som eth ing  to eat 
w e  o f fer  the man a do l la r  apiece  fo r  a coup le  o f  hens, 
but he protests  they have no meat or pou ltry  o f  any k ind. 
See ing  that there  was no hope  for  supper our gu ide  g ives  
the horses in charge to the host hav in g  f irst r e m o v e d  our  
saddles and his ‘ r e cado . ’ T h e  latter com pr ises  a n u m b er  
o f  rugs and cloths, and Manuel makes  us tw o  to le rab le  beds 
on the boards  a lready m en t ioned .

As  a last e f fort for  supper he goes  to the rancho  and begs 
them to g iv e  us som eth ing ,  but re turns  em p ty -handed ,  
m ere ly  p rom is in g  us a d ish o f  m a za m o r ra  (m ade  o f  ma ize  
and m i lk )  in the m orn ing .  One o f  the w o m e n  o f  the 
places com es  a f e w  minutes  after, w i t h  a p iece  o f  co ld  ‘ ma-
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tam bre  ’ on an i ron  s k e w e r .  H u n g ry  as w e  are  w e  cannot 
eat a m orse l  o f  it, fo r  i t  is as tough as boot  leather  and 
salty as sea -wa le r .

A t  tw o  in the  m o rn in g  I  awake  f r o m  th e  intense ccdd, 
for  e v e n ,m y  husband ’ s th ick  poncho  o f  Goanaco  w o o l  has 
hard ly  p reven ted  us f r om  b eco m in g  benum bed .  W e  ge t  up 
and w a lk  for  near ly  an hour ,  w h i l e  the cold n igh t  air  pass­
es f ree ly  th rough  the open  w in d o w - p la c e  and d o o rw a y .

I  have  se ldom  w a tch ed  so anx ious ly  fo r  the b reak  o f  day 
as n o w ,  and long  be fore  sunrise  w e  are out e xp lo r in g .  
A b o u t  the rancho is a n u m b er  o f  cocks and hens,, and the 
inhabi tants  are in the corra l  ca tch ing  horses. Hard  by  is 
a r i v e r ,  w h e r e  w e  ex p lo r e  a ru ined  m i lk  w h ic h  is thought 
to have  b e longed  to the Jesuits b e fo r e  th e i r  expu ls ion  
in 1768.

A t  the  corra l  w e  have  the good  for tune to get a d r in k  o f  
m i lk ,  but the good  w o m a n  o f  the house has fo rgo t ten  all 
about the “ m a za m o r ra . ”  I t  is 20 miles  to the  nearest 
pu lper ia ,  w h e r e  w e  shall be able to get a b reak fas t  o f  
raisins, sard ines and, perhaps,  roast k id .  •

Co rdoba  10 p .m .

Near  San Roque  w e  halted for  breakfast at a w ays id e  
inn kept  by a c iv i l  nat ive ,  w h o  told us that in his you th  he 
had studied law  at Tucum an .  A f t e r  leav ing  this place w e  
began the ascent o f  the hills, the g la re  f r om  the rocks 
be ing  in some places- excess ive  o w in g  to large  sheets o f  
talc. W e  passed num bers  o f  cottages su rrounded  by 
apple-orchards ,  and as w e  got  h igher  the  habitations
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w ere  f e w  and far b e t w e e n ; at e v e ry  d oo r  w e  saw  some 
parrots ,  w h ich  abound in a l ine o f  clilTs o v e r  the r i v e r .  
On cross ing the S ie rra  w e  got a v i e w  o f  C ordoba ,  beyond  
the R io  P r im e ro ,  this r i v e r  be ing  m arked  by f requent  
plantations. W e  halted at the Calera,  p roper ty  o f  M r .  A l -  
lende, w h o  rece ive  us v e r y  hosp i tab ly ,  my husband be ing  
a lready acquainted w i th  h im .  C lose  by w e  saw  som e  
E ng l i sh m en  at w o rk ,  w h o  to ld  us they w e re  bu i ld ing  a 
hotel  for the peop le  o f  Co rdoba  to com e  to in the su m m er  
months,  the R io  P r im e r o  o f fe r ing  good  fac i l i t ies  for  bathing. 
W e  rode  a long the banks o f  this r i v e r  for  a couple  o f  
hours till reach ing  a de l igh t fu l  island w i th  a fa rm -house  
su rrounded  by orchards  and plantations, the abode  o f  a 
F r e n ch m a n  w h o  m arr ied  the daughter  o f  the o r ig ina l  
o w n e r ,  w i th  w h o m  he chanced to be a f e l low -passenger  
f rom  F rance  w h e n  the he iress  was  r e tu r n in g  f r o m  school  
to South A m er ica .  T h e  gu ide  tells me they are g rea t ly  es­
teem ed  by e v e r y b o d y .  Sti l l  f o l l o w in g  the r i v e r  w e  came to 
Saldan, be long ing  to another o f  the A l l en d e  family- ,  it is 
at the foot o f  tl^e S ierra ,  and possesses p robab ly  the  largest 
walnut tree in the w o r l d ;  under its shade 200 horsemen,  
they say, can rest. A  f e w  hours r ide  b rough t  us 
back to Co rdoba  before  sundow n ,  hav ing  t rave l l ed  about 
50 miles  s ince yes te rday  morn ing .
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T W O  T H O U S A N D  M IL E S  B Y  R I V E R  S T E A M E R

No  jo u rn ey  by  land or  w a te r  can g i v e  the t ra ve l l e r  such 
an ins ight  o f  l i fe  in South  A m e r ic a  as the ascent o f  the 
r iv e rs  Paraná and Paraguay  into the p rov in ce  o f  Matto- 
Grosso.  T h i s  w e  accompl ished  on board  Conçe icao ’ s s team ­
ers w h ic h  m ake  the tr ip  once a month. T h e  fo l l o w in g  notes 
contain m y  exper iences  as far as the capital,  Guyaba, the 
last tw o  days be ing  in a canoe, as the r i v e r  was  too sha l low  
even for our  l i t t le  steamer.

F r o m  Buenos A y r e s  to Guyaba is near ly  2,400 miles and
the jou rn ey  has se ldom been made by Europeans,  and never
be fo re  by an Eng l ish  lady. Gaptain Bossi in 1802 at tempted
to cross the in te rven ing  forest  and cord i l le ras  and descend
by  the A m azon  to the Atlant ic ,  but was  fo rced  to desist
by a mut iny  am ong the Indians w h o  accom pan ied  h im.
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Neverthe less  it is qu ite  possib le  to cross f r o m  Gu- 
yabá to the r i v e r  Tapa jos  and descend in a canoe to the 
A m azon ,  w h ic h  the Indians com pute  a voyage  o f  35 days : 
this was  actually done by Governor  Cout inho  in 1771, 
the Indians ca rry ing  his canoe G days through the w o o d s .

W e  started f r om  Buenos A y r e s  on board  the Brazi l ian 
steamer ‘ Jau fú , ’ and in a f ew  hours saw  Co lon ia  on the 
Banda Orienta l  coast, p lough ing  the same w a te rs  w h ic h  
w itnessed  the gal lantry and fatal end o f  Captain MacNama- 
ra ; his name is not k n o w n ,  y e t  i f  he had succeeded  the 
Banda Oriental w o u ld  p robab ly  be to-day a f lour ish ing  
Br it ish  colony l ike  Canada or  A ust ra l ia .  O ve r  à hundred  
years  ago, w h e n  so many I r ish  so ld iers  o f  for tune were  
w in n in g  v ic to r ie s  for L o u is  the F ou r te en th  on the hard  
fought fields o f  F o n ten o y  and Landen  an I r ish  naval c o m ­
mander  named MacNamara  w as  p e rm it t ed  by G eo rge  the I I I  
to fit out at his o w n  expense  tw o  corve t tes  called the 
L o r d  C l iv e  and A m buscade ,  toge ther  m ount ing  104 guns, 
fo r  thé conquest o f  the Banda Or ienta l .  A t  that t im e  (1764) 
M on tev id eo  w as  on ly  a f ishing v i l lage  founded some 30 
years  be fo re  by  a co lony f rom  the Canaries,  and Colonia  
w as  a place o f  some im portance .  MacNamara sai led up 
the R i v e r  P la te  and ge t t ing  abreast o f  Co lon ia  she l led  the 
place for 5 hours ; it was  on the point o f  su rrender ing ,  
w h e n  by some mishap the L o r d  C l i v e  took  f ire and 262 
persons per ished .  T h e  Span iards  f ired on the poor  f e l ­
lo w s  in the w a te r ,  only  78 escaping to land : one o f  them, 
a good  s w im m e r ,  was  ca r ry in g  MacNamara on his back, but 
the latter p e rce iv in g  the sa i lor  to g r o w  w e a k e r  handed 
h im  his s w o rd  and le t t ing  go  his ho ld  sunk. T h e  su rv ivo rs
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w e r e  sent to Cordoba ,  and f r o m  th em  are descended  
many fam i l ies  bear ing  Eng l ish  names. N e x t  day w e  pass 
Rosa r io  a c ity o f  30,000 inhabitants and an act ive  fore ign  
trade. Som e leagues h igher  w e  pass San L o r e n z o ,  a 
F ranc iscan  convent  o f  the last cen tury .

T h e  Paraná is he.re at least 3000 ya rds  across.  T h e  
h igh land on our le f t  soon m erges  into a n e tw o r k  o f  
islands, the deep water  channel  sk ir t ing  a long the opposite  
coast w h ic h  presents  a n u m b er  o f  open ings ,  through  w h ic h  
w e  get  g l impses  o f  w o o d  and dale, in ch a rm in g  contrast 
w i th  the s lop ing  ‘ barrancas ’ or*banks o f  sand stone or 
tosca. T h e  soil o f  these g enera l ly  presents  to the eye  a 
c o v e r in g  o f  luxur iant  grass, o r  th ick  sh rubbery ,  and occa­
sionally  a g ro v e  o f  trees r e sem b l in g  the o l ive  at a distant 
v i e w .  T h e  sect ion made in success ive  ages by  the r i v e r  
s h o w s  a ter t ia ry  fo rmat ion  o f  alternate strata o f  loose-sand, 
coarse sand stone, calcareous stone and marl ,  and the 
fossils found there in  r e sem b le  those o f  the Patagonian  
te r t ia ry  format ion f rom  Bahia^Blanca to Punta -Arenas .

T h e  approach to the tow n  o f  Paraná is p ic turesque ; 
tower ing  bluffs o f  red  sand stone, here  and there  re l i eved  
by a th ick f r inge  o f  deep green ,  the effect be ing  p leasing to 
th e  eye.  T h e r e  are severa l  l ime  ki lns along the coast.

T h e  sun goes d o w n ,  and streaks o f  purp le  cover  the 
sky, casting the ir  re f lect ion  upon the w a te r  and surround­
ing objects.  A  p ro found  si lence re igns .  W e  rem a in  on 
deck  ti l l  w e  anchor in front o f  Paraná at day break, a d m ir ­
ing the thousand beauties  o f  a m id -su m m er  m oon- l igh t ,  so 
calculated to awaken  thoughts  o f  youth and hom e,  and 
that dear t ime.
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Paraná stands on an em inence  o f  200 feet.  On a clear day 
the turrets  o f  Santa F é  may  be seen about  7 m i les  distant 
on the oppos i te  bank o f  the r i v e r .  A m id  a succession o f  
gent le  undulations on the r ight ,  the eye  w a n d e r s  o v e r  a 
country  p resent ing  much the idea o f  an E ng l ish  p a rk .  
Groups o f  noble  trees l ike  oaks b reak  the surface o f  a 
verdant  vegetat ion ,  and Nature  has ou tdone  the fancy 
w o r k  o f  a landscape ga rdene r  in the r ich  var ia t ion  o f  tints 
and f o l i a g e ;  the grace fu l  outl ines o f  h i l l  and va le ,  the 
stately fo rm s  o f  p ine  and a lgarroba ,  w h ic h  e v e r y  m o m e n t  
present them se lves  are v e r y  charm ing ,  but the absence o f  
habitat ions suggests a g lo o m y  re f lect ion  on the condit ion  
o f  the country .  Som e leagues h igher  is the co lony  founded 
some 2 0 y e a r s a g o  by Urqu iza .  W e  see severa l  boats c ross ing  
to Santa F é ,  one o f  them taking in t o w  a h o r s e  w h o s e  head 
on ly  is v is ib le .  I t  is said that these animals s w im  much 
bette r  here  than in E urope ,  and Gen. U rq u iza  has severa l  
t imes passed at the D iamante  an a rm y  o f  cava lry ,  for  w h ic h  
Hanniba l  w o u ld  have requ ir ed  rafts.

T h e  cl i f fs  again approach the w a t e r  but  instead o f  sand 
or  l ime  are arg i l laceous depos i ts  o f  red  and purp le  said to 
be va luable  for dyes.  A s  there is no jea lous  guard ian  o f  
w o o d s  and forests,  w e  m ee t  severa l  small  skif fs  laden w i th  
t imber ,  w h ich  is had for the cutt ing.  T h e  w ood  cutters 
are Ital ians w h o  trade  w i th  Buenos A y r e s ,  and the G e ­
noese m a y b e  said to m o n o p o l i z e  the trafQc o f  th is  r iv e r .  
T h e  num erous  islands abound w i th  t igers and small  gam e .

T h i r t y  years  ago the v o y a g e  f r o m  Buenos A y r e s  to 
Paraguay  occup ied  half  a year,  and to Matto-Gnosso  one 
could only  go  by canoe at the r i sk  o f  be ing  k i l l ed  by  In -
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dians.  In  those days the t im id  nav igators  o f  the Paraná 
c rep t  laz i ly  a long  the banks sound ing  the cu rren t  at e ve ry  
step, o ften  she l te r ing  them se lves  under  the ‘ barrancas ’ 
w h e n  the least s ym p tom s  o f  bad w e a th e r  appeared ,  and 
n eve r  t rus t ing  th em se lves ,  even  under  the most  e x p e ­
r ienced  p i lo t ,  to the per i ls  o f  nav igat ion  by n ight.  A n  
ind igenous  lady rem arked  once that she supposed  the 
E ng l i sh  packet,  in its t r ip  to E u ro p e ,  a lw ays  m ade  fast to 
the trees at n igh t  t ime.

T rad i t ion  says that the first Spanish exp ed i t ion  to P a r a ­
guay took  m o re  than tw e l v e  months,  fo r  a lthough the 
d irec t  distance to Asunc ion  is under  1,000 m iles  the w a y  is 
made a lmost double  by the cross ing  from one bank to 
the o ther .  Cer ta in ly  the adventurous  sett lers o f  the 16th 
century  w e r e  m en  o f  surpass ing energy ,  de te rm ina t ion  
and perseverance .  I t  is im poss ib le  for  us to fo rm  an idea 
o f  the hardships they  must have  gone  through,  penetrat ing  
to the v e r y  centre  o f  the cont inent,  to establish a city 
amid  these  w o o d s  and wilds. Such as they then looked  
upon these cliffs and islands they are to-day,  for  Na ture  
in her  s implest  and rudest  ga rb  st i l l  holds undisputed 
sway  in these si lent, m e lancho ly  reg ions .  F o r  thousands 
of years this m igh ty  r i v e r  has f l ow ed  on to the sea, and 
ye t  it seems the same as w h e n  first Creat ion  d aw n ed  upon 
the un iverse .  T h e  arts or  sc ience o f  man are n o w h e r e  
v is ib l e  for hundreds  o f  m i les ,  and the var ious  layers o f  
soil  l o rm in g  the is lands only shew  that dur ing  number less  
genera t ions  the stream has cont inued to carry  d ow n  its 
deposits  ti l l  these have gradua l ly  risen above  the su rround­
ing  flood, decked  out in all the charms o f  t rop ica l  nature .
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w i th  trees o f  va r ious  kinds,  m ost  o f  them  p rob ab ly  y e t  
u n k n ow n  to botanists .

A  th ick  ju n g le  o f  marshy  grass and entang led  u nd e rw o od ,  
w h ic h  almost defies the entrance o f  man, af fords a secure  
and favor i te  asy lum for t igers, w h ich  o f ten  cross f r om  
e i ther  mainland to the oppos i te  side, s w im m in g  w i t h  po ­
w e r fu l  s trokes,  per fec t ly  heedless o f  the rap id  current.  In 
many places the casual g roup ings  o f  fo l iage,  b roken  here  
and there by love ly  r ivu le ts  w h ic h  tempt y o u  to fo l lo w  
the ir  m ys te r ious  recesses,  p resent  a p ic ture  that Sa lva tor  
Rosa or  C laude  L o r ra in e  w o u ld  have  de l igh ted  to paint, i t  
is a p ity  to th ink  that these is lands are neve r  to be turned  
to any purpose  or  de fended  against the torrent ,  fo r  the  soi l  
is so loose that it w i l l  ho ld  no structure .  S ir  Char les  
L y e l l  w i th  g rea t  truth obse rves  that g reen  rafts or  ‘ Cam e-  
lo les ’ composed  o f  canes and b ru sh w o od  occas ional ly  are 
carr ied  d o w n  by the inundat ions,  bear ing  on them the 
t iger ,  ca iman, squ ir re ls  and o ther  quadrupeds  w h ic h  are 
said to be a lways  t e r ro r  s tr icken on the ir  l loat ing  habitation. 
Pso less than four t igers  w e r e  landed in this m anner  in one 
n igh t  at M on tev ideo ,  to the grea t  a larm o f  the inhabi tants ,  
w’ho found them p r o w l in g  about the streets in the m o rn ­
ing. T h e  r i v e r  has in some places retreated con s id e rab ly ,  
and the bed o f  the s tream has also changed often ; some 
tow ns  erected on its banks are n o w  a lmost inaccessib le ,  so 
many islands in tervene .

A f t e r  passing the tow n  o f  La  Paz  the r i v e r  spreads ou t  
to an am az ing  w id th .  I p ic tu red  to m y s e l f  w h a t  Eng l ish  
genius and en te rpr ise  w o u ld  have made o f  this sp lend id  
wa te rcourse .  1 saw  v is ions  o f  vesse ls  laden w i th  the
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fru its  o f  indust ry ,  instead o f  these grea t  natural resources  
ly in g  w as ted .

Near  the little r i v e r  Esp in i l l o ,  w h i c h  is the f ron t ie r  line 
b e tw een  E n t r e -R io s  and G orr ien tes ,  w e  met  some boats 
laden w i th  h ides and tobacco;  the latter f o rm in g  the upper  
part  o f  the cargo. On the edge  o f  the Chaco are tw o  huts o f  
pa lm  trees, scarce large  enough to hold a man at full  
length. I t  is the d w e l l in g  o f  some woodcu tte rs .  H ighe r  up is 
a l i tt le sk i f f  push ing  a long am ong  the trees. T h e r e  are 
th ree  men, tw o  o f  w h o m  are ev iden t ly  C r e o l e s ; the o ther 
I  thought w o r e  a co lored  shirt,  but it  is his taw n y  skin, for  
he is a tame Indian.

E v e r y  f e w  m inutes  we  cross  the r i v e r ,  w h ic h  is here 
about a m i le  w id e ,  and v e ry  sha l low .  T h e  coast o f  Cor-  
r i e n t e s i s  l o w  but w e l l  w o o d e d  ; and here  is a l i tt le hut 
e leva ted  on poles, and w i th  a t i le roof ,  w h ich  answers  for  
the. P o r t  Cap ta in ’ s off ice for  Esqu ina;  this tow n  be ing  about 
a m i le  distant on a sharp bend o f  the r i v e r  Gorr ien tes ,  near  
its confluence w i th  the Parana. I t  happened  some t im e  
since that a pr iest  w^as left at this hut by  the passing 
steamer,  one even ing ,  and being unable to find his way 
through the thickets and across r ivu le ts ,  with'out a gu ide ,  he 
reso lved  to pass the n igh t  h e r e ; some hungry  t igers  p r o w l ­
ing  about smelt  human flesh and reso lved  to eat the r e ­
ve rend  Doctor .  T h e  latter scrambled  up on the roof ,  and 
rem a ined  in this unpleasant posit ion unt i l  daybreak .  
A s  there w a s  no steamer exp ec ted  to a r r iv e  the usual 
passenger boat d id  not come dowm from  the tow n ,  and one 
o f  the w i ld  beasts k ep t  watch  b e low ,  th ink ing  the stranger 
m igh t  be d r iv en  by hunger  to run the gauntlet and make
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tow ards  town.  In this manner ,  the poor  pr ies t  passed 
tw o  t e r r ib le  days and nights be fore  he was  r e l i e ved  f rom  
his peri lous position. A n o th e r  t im e  a fam i ly  was  left at 
some distance f rom  Paraná at n ight fa l l  and be ing  unable  
to reach the t o w n  had to l ight a large fire to keep  o f f  the 
tigers.

T h e  next  place o f  any im por tance  w e  com e  to is Goya  
called after  the beauti ful w i f e  o f  a P o r tu gu ese  butcher 
w h o  l ived here  at the com m en cem en t  o f  the present  cen­
tury .  B irds called Gha-ha awaken  the echoes o f  the w o o d y  
islands w i th  the ir  strange m ock in g  cry ,  w h ic h  s igni f ies  in 
Guarani “  let us be g o in g . ”  Som e Carp inchos  sh ow  th em ­
selves  on the b a n k s ; there  is also a g roup  o f  swans and 
w i ld  turkeys .  C lose  to Goya is the old v i l lage  cal led Santa 
Luc ia ,  founded by the Jesuits, and the old church sti l l  re­
mains. Be fo re  us is a h is tor ic  place called Las  Cuevas ,  
a red  sand-stone cliff. In  the year  1825 a Por tuguese  
estanciero  named Cueva l i ved  here  w i t h  on ly  his son and 
tw o  daughters:  his cattle tem pted  the rapacity  o f  the Chaco 
Indians. A  band o f  these deadly  savages on t w o  occasions 
sw a m  across the r i v e r  and attacked his house. T h e  fearless 
o ld  man and his son gave  the Ind ians a w a rm  recep t ion  and 
f ired at them as fast as the daughters could load the guns, 
and thus succeeded in d r iv ing  th em  off. D u r ing  50 years  
they have neve r  ven tu red  another  foray.

Bella V ista is seen in the distance : it  w e l l  d eserves  its 
name.  A  chain o f  steep cliffs cut by the to r ren t  is b roken  
at short  and regu lar  distances by num ber less  f issures 
caused by the ra ins. A b o v e  it is an o range  m o u n t  with 
its dark  g reen  out l ine  against the hor izon .  Nes t l ing
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amongst  pa lm  trees and o ther  t rop ica l  fo l iage  the l i t t le  
t o w n  is th r o w n  as i f  by chance on the h i l l  s ide and co m ­
m ands  a grand v i e w  o f  the Paraná  and Chaco.  T h e  in­
habitants  are a w i ld  look in g  people ] ;  the men  dressed l ike 
Ca labr ian  f isherm en eye  us s trange ly ,  the w o m e n  w e a r  
w h i t e  garments ,  and som e  are on on the beach wash ing  
naked  ch i ld ren .

T h e  f irst ob jec t  w e  see c om in g  in s igh t  o f  C o r r ien te s  
is a co lumn, cal led “  L a  C ruz  del M i la g r o . ”  T ra d i t io n  says 
that  w h e n  the t o w n  w as  founded  in 1558 by  t w o  b ro thers  
nam ed  V e ra ,  w h o  called i t  “  S ie te  C o rr ien tes  ”  or  the 
seven  currents ,  they w e r e  surrounded  by Ind ians  cal led 
Guaycurus .  On the spot w h e r e  the co lum n n o w  stands 
there  w as  a large w ood en  cross, be fore  w h ic h  the garr ison  
p rayed  dur ing  the ir  h e ro ic  res istance to the bes iegers .  
T h e  Ind ians  suppos ing  it possessed o f  a cha rm  carr ied  it 
o f f  and t r ied  to burn it, but in v a i n ; soon after attacking 
the s tockade they w e r e  d ispersed  by a s t roke  o f  l ightning,  
and the Cac ique  w i th  6,000 f o l l o w e r s  im m ed ia te ly  des ired  
to be bapt ized .  In 1856 som e excavat ions  here  d iscove r ­
ed  rem a ins  o f  an o ld clay en t renchm en t  and Ind ian 
a r ro w s ,  w h ich  served  to con f i rm  the trad it ion .

C o r r ien tes  is surrounded  by suburbs  o f  scattered 
ranchos ten or t w e l v e  feet square, roo fed  w i th  the bark  
o f  the Pa lm a  de Te ja .  T h is  bark  is em p loyed  l ike  a t i le in 
pieces o f  s ix feet long, seem ing ly  unfastened in any m anner  
T h e  occupants o f  these ranchos are w o m e n  and ch i ld ren  
o f  copper  co lor  and good  features,  they  are a lmost  pure  
Guarani b lood. T h e  ch i ldren ,  quite  naked, are ro l l ing  in 
the sand. T h e r e  is a k ind  o f  sp ider ,  per fect ly  harmless ,
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w h ich  clusters l ike  bees and produces a species o f  s i lk ,  
that was sent to Pa r is  and said to be v e ry  good .  In the 
last century a Jesuit presented  the K in g  o f  Spain w i th  a 
pair o f  s i lk stockings made f r o m  the s i lk  o f  this sp id e r .  
M r .  D a rw in  mentions sp iders  l ike these, w h ic h  make webs 
in the Brazi l ian forests, s trong  enough to catch birds.

Mr. Bompland, the companion  o f  H u m bo ld ,  l ived  here  
for  many years. T h e y  tel l us the great  F rench  botanist  led 
a v e r y  hum ble  li fe, re fus ing  to go back to his nat ive  coun­
try,  w hen  his be loved  patroness, the E m p ress  Josephine,  
was  dead. He added  im m ense  acquis it ions to the 
science o f  botany,  am ong  the va r ied  p roduct ions  o f  this 
a lmost  t rop ica l  c l ime.

A  f e w  m iles  f rom  Gorr ien tes  w e  pass severa l  canoes 
fi l led w i th  Chaco Indians,  men and w o m e n ;  they have  a w i ld ,  
bruta l  aspect, and d is f igure  the ir  faces in a shock ing  m an ­
ner by ta ttoo ing  the cheek,  jus t  under  the eye ,  and w i th  
the ir  long coarse hair, naked bodies,  uncouth  gait ,  and 
maniac express ion ,  they seem an in fe r io r  o rder  o f  h um a­
nity .  T h e y  amused themse lves  by upsett ing each o th e rs ’ 
canoes, and s w im m in g  about  l ike fishes. W e  are told that 
these Indians m ig h t  be easily tamed by m i ld  trea tment .
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X I I .

R I V E R  P A R A G U A Y  TO  A S U N C IO N  -

T h o  island o f  Cerr i to  is at the conduence  o f  the Parana  
and Paraguay,  fo rm er ly  be long ing  to Paraguay and n ow  
ceded to the A rg en t in e  Repub l ic .  A s  w e  pass this island 
w e  see numerous crosses erected on the banks o v e r  the 
g raves  o f  d is t ingu ished off icers w h o  fel l  on the s ide  o f  the 
A l l i e s  in the Paraguayan w a r .  E v e r y  inch o f  ground was 
va l iant ly  disputed by L o p e z  and his people ,  dur ing  5 years,  
unti l  the o v e r p o w e r in g  forces o f  Braz i l  .and Buenos A y re s  
t r ium phed  in 1870.

On the Chaco side a f ter  sundown w e  obse rve  a great 
f ire,  the dames sw eep in g  along o ve r  trees and b rushwood .  
A s  w e  approach w e  can d ist inguish the f igures o f  Indians 
dancing apparently  in the midst  o f  the dames.  T h e y  make
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these fires in a c irc le  em brac in g  a square  m i le ,  leav ing  an 
open ing  w h e r e  they a w a i t  the t igers and o th e r  animals 
that attempt to escape.

T h e  te r r i t o ry  on each side be longs to Paraguay  : this 
name in Guarani signif ies, per ta in ing  to the sea. W e  pass 
the ru ined t o w e r  o f  Humaita  w h ich  s ignif ies (also in 
Guarani )  a b lack mass o f  stone. I t  has n o w  on ly  one 
t o w e r  standing. Humaita  was fo rm e r ly  a s t rong  fo r t ress .  
H igher  up is the m ou th  o f  the R io  B e rm e jo ,  w h ic h  is 
bo rdered  by a dense forest :  there are som e  Ind ians  f ishing, 
some w i t h  nets, and o thers  shoot ing  the fish w i th  b o w s  
and a r row s .  T h e r e  are shoals o f  a l l igators on e i ther  bank. 
T h e y  lie mot ion less ,  l ike a log  o f  w o o d ,  w i th  the ir  j a w s  
ex tended ,  sh ew in g  tw o  a la rm ing  r o w s  o f  tee th .  T h e  body  
is dark  g rey  and scaly l ike  a torto ise ,  w i th  four  short  
legs, and they g l ide  into the w a t e r  w i th  grea t  ease.

W h e n  H. M. S. C rack e r  w as  in Paraguay  last y ea r  
one o f  the olTicers shot an a l l igator  w i th  a S n ide r  r i f le  at 
a distance o f  150 yards.  T h e  ball penetra ted  the th ickes t  
part o f  the s ide and was found f la ttened in the ins ide .  One 
o f  our  party  shot another,  though he d id  not r e c o v e r  the 
body.  T h e  ball wen t  d ow n  the c rea tu re ’ s throa t  and he 
g l ided  into the w a te r  t ing ing  it w i th  b lood .

A t  V i l le ta  a ship is ly ing  a longs ide  the m o le  and w e  see 
a process ion o f  w l i i t e  robed  f igures;  these  are w o m e n  load­
ing the vessel w i th  o r a n g e s : the ir  on ly  ga rm en t  is a long 
w h i l e  chemise ;  on their  heads the }  ca rry  baskets o f  oranges.  
Before us is the peak o f  L a m b are ,  clad in luxur ian t  foliage*, 
after the flat landscapes w e  have passed through it is r e ­
fresh ing  to see a mountain . A  bond in the r i v e r  br ings
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US at once in full v i e w  o f  A sunc ion ,  the capital o f  Paraguay ,  
seated on a hi l l  s ide s lop ing  d o w n  to the r i v e r .

T h i s  city was  founded in 1536 by a Spanish o f f icer  named 
Ayo las .  T h e  houses stretch out in stra ight l ines f r o m  the 
coast. T h e  streets are so many sand pits, into w h ic h  w e  s ink 
at e v e ry  step. A lm o s t  e v e r y  pub l ic  bu i ld ing  is in  ruins.  
E v e r y  w h e r e  w e  see the greatest  m ise ry .  T h e r e  are v e r y  
f e w  men left since the w a r ,  and those that r em a in  are lazy 
and good  for  nothing.  T h e  w o m e n  do all the w o r k ,  even  
p lant ing  tobacco and m andioca ,  and c lear ing  the forests ;  
they  are e x t r e m e ly  cleanly and bathe  tw o  o r  three  t im es  r  
day ; the ir  houses too are w e l l  kept, and even  the huts 
w h o s e  only  fu rn i tu re  is a ham m ock  o f  cotton or  m att ing  
are r em ark ab ly  neat. T h e i r  features are genera l ly  fine, 
hands and feet small ,  com p lex ion  se ldom  dark  and so m e ­
t imes as fair as am ong the n o r th e rn  nations o f  E u rop e .  
T h e y  are so sunburnt  as to approach an o l i v e  co lor ,  but 
n o t  m ore  so than i f  descended  f r o m  w h i t e  blood : the P a ­
raguayans are descended f rom  the old Spanish settlers and 
the Guarani Indians.

T h e  w o m e n  w ea r  v e ry  l i tt le c loth ing,  only  the long  
w h i t e  chemise ,  w h i c h ' i s  usually em b ro id e red  at the top 
and fastened at the w a is t  : some w e a r  curious o ld  go ld  
necklaces and combs;  all go bare foot,  and they som et im es  
undertake  jou rneys  o f  15 or  20  leagues, ca rry ing  burdens 
on the ir  heads. Domest ic  m ora l i ty  does not stand high, 
bu t  w e  cannot be surpr ised  at this w h e n  w e  hear that the 
t w o  fo rm er  ru lers  used e v e ry  means to p reven t  m atr im ony ,  
in order  to reduce the peop le  to one com m on  h erd .

T h e  v^omen m ake  a beauti ful lace w h ich  is called

\ m m  iM i i i  M
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“ N a n d u t y ” or S p id e r ’ s w e b ; this they sell v e r y  reason­
ably:  they also make ham m ocks  o f  nat ive  cotton w h ich  are 
v e ry  l ight and p re t ty .  In the ear ly  m o rn in g  the m arke t  is 
fi l led w i th  w om en  sel l ing the ir  wares ,  sm ok in g  the rou gh ly  
made cigars o f  ihe  country ,  for here e v e r y  w o m a n  sm okes  
f rom  infancy, and all seem happy and con tented ,  though 
many have hardly  a r o o f  to shelter  them.

W e  are assured the pre jud ice  against Europeans  is qu ite  
as strong in Paraguay  as in the o ther  Spanish repu b l ic s  o f  
South A m er ica .  Guarani,  the great  Indian dialect ,  is a l­
ways  used excep t  in church, w h e re  the peop le  pray  in 
Spanish. T h e  Guarani language is soft, but v e r y  dif f icult  
to learn o w in g  to the abundance o f  nasal and g u t tu ra l  
sounds.

T h e  diet o f  the Paraguayans is mostly  v ege tab les  and 
fru it .  T h e y  rare ly  eat meat, l i v jng  usually on one mea l ,  in 
w h ich  ma ize ,  mandioca, o r a n g e s ' a n d  ‘ c h i p a ’ fo rm  the 
ch ie f  ingredients .  Chipa is a k ind o f  bread m ade  o f  m an­
dioca m ixed  w i th  m i lk  and ch eese ;  it looks  o i ly ,  but is 
v e r y  good.

Mate o r  Paraguayan tea is the favour i te  d r in k  and is 
almost as universa l ly  used in Spanish A m e r ic a  as tea in 
England.  Th is  herb  is prepared  f r o m  a tree w h ich  the 
Guaranies ca l lC a a ,  and w h ich  in its fo rm  and fo l iage  r e ­
sembles  the orange t ree ;  I-t has a w h i t e  f l o w e r  w i th  f i ve  
petals g r o w in g  in small  c lusters. T h e  seed is l ike  the 
Am er ican  pepper .  T h e  m ode  o f  p repar ing  the leaves is by 
roast ing them s lo w ly ,  and then having p icked  ou t  the 
stalks and large leaves pound ing  them fine in a w o o d e n  
mortar .  Som et im es  they leave  the stalks and f ibres  and
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s w i tch  all toge ther  t i l l  com p le te ly  pu lver ised .  T h e  m an ner  
o f  p repar in g  the in fus ion  is v e ry  curious. A  table  spoon-  
full  o f  the herb  is put in a gourd  o f  fantastic shape, m o u n ted  
w i th  s i l v e r  ‘o r  go ld  i f  the o w n e r  be w ea l th y ,  then m ix e d  
w i t h  a l ittle co ld  w a te r  and a l lowed  to stand a w h i l e :  b o i l ­
ing w a te r  is then added, and w h i l e  it is y e t  f ro th ing  they 
suck it th rough  a s i l ve r  tube hav ing  a l i tt le stra iner  at the 
end. T h e  same cup is passed f rom  one to another  unt i l  
e v e ry  one is s e rved  : to Europeans  this custom is v e r y  r e ­
vo l t in g .  I t  is a m ost  w h o le s o m e  d r in k  w h e n  used in 
m odera t ion .  T h e  trees g r o w  chie f ly  in the w ood s ,  about 
tw o  hundred  m i les  f rom  Asunc ion .  I t  is v e r y  r e ­
m arkab le  that the  Jesuits f irst lea rned  the use o f  this herb  
f r om  the savage abor ig ines  o f  the country.  Cana, a sp ir i t  
made f rom  the sugar cane, is also v e ry  much consumed:  it is 
surpr is ing  to see h o w  much o f  it the w o m e n  d r in k  w i th ou t  
b e in g  in to x ic a t e d ; they use it l ike w a te r ,  and y e t  it  is said 
to be  qu ite  as s t rong  as brandy.  T h e  de l ic ious mandioca  
fo rm s one o f  the staple products  o f  the country.  Mare-  
hraf f  w h o  has g iven  the fullest account o f  this important  
roo t  says there  are tw en ty  three species, som e  o f  w h ich  i f  
eaten raw  or  prepared  in any manner  with the ju ice  in it 
are said to be deadly  poison, and many o f  the nat ive  
w o m e n  somet imes  poisoned  the ir  husbands, by  putt ing the 
ju ice  in the ir  food. But there is a species descr ibed  by 
Captain Beaver  as cu lt ivated  in A fr ica ,  and w h ich  also 
g ro w s  in Paraguay ,  per fec t ly  harmless even  it  its crude 
state. De L e r y ,  after g iv ing  t h e ' same dreadful ac­
count o f  the poison as other authors , says, that the ju ice ,  
w h ic h  in its appearance resem b led  m i lk ,  coagulated in the
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suD, and the curd was d res t  in the same manner  as eggs. 
T h e  sed iment w h ich  the ju ice  d ep os i t s - is  that art ic le  o f  
diet for inval ids so w e l l  know n  by its native name Tapioca.  
Mandioca also suppl ies the Ind ians w i th  a banquett ing  
d r ink  prepared  in the same w a y  as the chicha o r  m a ize  
d r ink  wh ich  the Jesuit D o b r i zh o f f e r  descr ibes .  “ T h e  roots 
are s l iced bo i led  till they are soft ,  and set aside to cool.  
T h e  young  w o m e n  then chew them, a fter  w h ich  they  are 
re turned into the vessel ,  w h ic h  is fi l led w i th  w a te r ,  and once 
m ore  bo i led ,  be ing  st irred the w h o le  t ime. W h e n  this has 
been continued suff ic iently long the unstra ined contents 
are poured  into earthen ja rs  o f  g rea t  s ize  w h ich  are bur ied  
up to the m idd le  in the f loor o f  the house,  then c lose ly  
stopt, and in the course o f  tw o  days fe rm enta t ion  takes 
place. T h e y  have a superst i t ion  that i f  it is made by  men 
it is good  for  nothing.  A  M orav ian  m iss ionary  descr ibes  
it, after he had “ conquered  his squeamishness ,  as be ing  o f  
ii v e ry  pleasant re fresh ing  taste resem b l ing  m i lk ,  it is 
called ‘ k a a w y . ’ ”

In  one o f  our  de l igh t fu l  excurs ions  on horseback
from  Asunc ion  w e  w e re  caught in a s to rm  and ob l iged  to 
seek shelter  at a farm house. T h e  s to rm  lasted some 
hours and w e  w ere  inv i ted  to have some re f reshm ent .  W e  
g ladly  accepted the inv itat ion  and very  soon our  hostess, 
w h o  did not speak a w'ord o f  Spanish, w as  occup ied  in 
prepar ing  a s tew  o f  chicken ; this she se rved  up on plates 
o f  mandioca so that w e  ate plates and ch icken  toge ther .  
Dur ing  the w'ar all these poor  people had n o th ing  to eat but 
oranges. Paraguay seems a vast orange  g r o v e  ; all the 
hedges are f o rm ed  o f  orange trees in te rm in g led  w i th  jessa-
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m ine  and o ther  f l ow e rs  w i th  Ind ian  names, all laced toge ther  
w i th  the most  exqu is i te  creepers .  T h e  roads are  o f  red  sand, 
impassable  for  carr iages  but de l ight fu l  for  r id ing ,  and one 
meets  troops o f  p ic tu resque  look ing  w o m e n  carry ing  the ir  
burdens on the ir  heads, som et im es  cur ious earthen ja rs ,  
which* they m ake  o f  this red clay and have g lazed  by some 
u nknown  process. L ik e  the E gyp t ians  they carry e v e r y ­
th ing  on the ir  heads; you  see them  som et im es  in the streets 
o f  Asunc ion  ca r ry in g  a bo t t le  up v e r y  steep" incl ines 
w i th  the greatest  ease. In many o f  the r ivu le ts  w e  saw 
the beaut i fu l  “ V ic to r ia  R eg ia ”  in all its g lo ry .  T h e  w o m e n  
gather the seeds o f  this plant,  pound them into flour, and 
make de l ic ious bread;  they also use the f lour for the ir  com- 
.p lex ions.  It  is a cha rm ing  s ight in the ear ly  m orn in g  to 
wa tch  the m yr iads  o f  b irds f eed ing  on the seeds o f  the 
“ R e g i a , ”  the ir  br i l l iant p lumage fo rm in g  a s tr ik ing  con­
trast w i th  its exqu is i te  leaves.

f 2
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X I I I .

I N D I A N  C U S T O M S

Besides the Guarani the Spanish sett lers  m e t  on the ir  
arr iva l  the Payaguas tr ibe,  but the latter w e r e  so i n d o m i ­
table that noth ing  could b r ing  them  on a f r i end ly  foot ing ,  
and the race was  a lmost ex te rm ina ted .

A ' f e w  still remain :  w e  met one o f  the Caciques,  w h o  was  
a magnif icent spec imen o f  hum an ity ,  b u t  a great  cheat in 
the traffic o f  curios it ies ,  such as bow s ,  a r r o w s ,  c o w  horns  
t iger-sk ins,  b irds  etc. I t  is said o f  these Payaguas  that  they 
d e s t r o y e d 'a l l  their ch i ld ren  but one or. tw o  : this w o u ld  
account fo r  the destruct ion  o f  the race. T h e y  are said to 
be the most  ac t ive  and muscular  o f  all the Ind ians ,  but 
the ir  appearance is tru ly  savage,  w ea r in g  the w i n g  o r  
head o f  a large b ird  in one ear.  S om e  o f  them paint the ir  
bodies to rep resen t  ja cke t ,  wa is tcoa t  and trousers,  and
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th en  .think th em se jves  fu l ly  dressed.  T h e i r  custom s are 
as barbarous as the ir  dress. W hen-  a man through age, 
i l lness or  m e re  w ea r iness  o f  ex is tence  w ishes  to d ie  he 
o f fers  h im se l f  to be bur ied  al ive .  A  great  feast is held, 
and in the m ids t  o f  r e v e l r y  he is greased  and feathered  w i th  
great care, then put in a huge tub, and the ear th  c losed ove r  
h im .  T h e  m en  neve r  m ourn ,  th ink ing  any sign o f  g r i e f  
beneath the ir  d ign ity .  T h e  w o m a n  b e w a i l  the ir  husbands 
and fathers usual ly  fo r  tw o  or three days,  c ry ing  all 
n igh t  and all d a y - a b o u t  the ir  dwel l ings .  T h e y  keep 
the g raves  clean, w e e d  and erect  l i tt le huts o ve r  them, and 
place painted earthen  vesse ls  o v e r  those they lo v e .  T h e  
Payaguas  are one o f  the  f ^ ’ t r ibes  w h o  be l ieve  in r e t r ib u ­
t ion after death: they th ink that cauldrons o f  f ire are ready 
for  w ic k ed  Payaguas.

A  f r ight fu l  c e rem on y  was  com m on  to the Guaycurus  and 
Guanas°as w e l l  as the Payaguas. Southey  descr ibes  it thus: 
“ On the eve  o f  the appo in ted  day, the chiefs o f  e v e ry  
fami ly  pa int the ir  bodies ,  and dress their  heads w i th  

l e a t h e r s ,  in a w ay  that is qu ite  im poss ib le  to descr ibe.  T h e y  
cover  some earthen vesse ls  w i th  skins, and d ru m  upon 
them  w i th  sticks smaller  than a com m on  q u i l l :  the low ,  
m u rm u r- l ik e  sound is scarcely percept ib le  a f e w  steps off. 
In  the m orn ing  they d r ink  all the sp ir i ts  in the ir  posses­
s io n ;  and in that state o f  feroc ious drunkenness w h ich -  

'  d rams produce,  one operates  upon another,  by p inch ing  
up the ilesh o f  his arms and legs, as large ly  as his f ingers 
can com m and ,  and running  skew ers  through at inch d is ­
tances f rom  the ankle to the knee, and f rom  the w r i s t  to 

' the shoulder.  T h e y  also p ierce  the tongue.  T h e  Indian
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w om en  behold it w i th  com posure ,  and the men  w h o  endure  
these torments  betray not the s l ightest  em ot ion ,  e i ther  by 
look  or  gesture.  T h e  b lood  is r e ce iv ed  in the hand, and 
they rub their bodies  w i t h  it. T h e  w ou n ds  are  left to heal 
w i th ou t  any application*, they are long in hea l ing ,  and 
leave scars for l i f e ; and som et im es  the men are d isabled 
for  so long a t ime ,  that the ir  fam i l ies  suffer much for  wan t  
o f  p rov is ions .  T h e  on ly  reason w h ic h  they assign for  
this t rem endous  custom is, that they may sh ow  them se lves  
to be brave  m e n . ”  '

Many o f  the Indian customs rem a in  amongst  the Pa ra ­
guayans. W e  w e n t  to see a ‘ v e lo r io  ’ o r  w a k e  o f  a n ew  
bo rn  child.  T h e  body was  laj^ upon a table, dressed  in 
w h i t e  satin e m b ro id e r e d  w i th  s i l ver ,  satin shoes e tc . ;  it 
had a w i g  o f  long b lack  cur ly  hair ,  su rm oun ted  by  w rea ths  
o f  arti f ic ial f lowers .  A bou t  forty w o m e n  sat around, sm ok in g  
and laughing, all barefoot and the ir  on ly  dress the e m b r o i ­
dered chemise .  W h e n  a child d ies  the m o th e r  f irst holds 
the feast in he r  o w n  house. A f t e rw a rd s  o ther  w o m e n  
b o r r o w  the body f rom  her for  a n igh t  until  they are o b l i g ­
ed to bury  it.

T h e  Gom ba is an Ind ian dance w h ich  on certa in festivals 
is kept  up tw o  and three  days *. som e  trunks o f  trees are put 
on the g round  in the fprm o f  a cross, and covered  w i th  
sk in s ;  the w o m e n  form a c irc le  and the dance is supposed  
to be,a re jo ic ing  on the re turn  o f  the ir  husbands f rom  the 
chase. N o tw i ths tan d in g  the manner  in w h ich  they per­
form the G om ba  it is cur ious h o w  we l l  and grace fu l ly  these 
w o m en  dance European  dances. T h i s  is to be accounted 
for  by the fact that the Jesuits f ind ing  the Ind ians  w e r e  so
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addicted  to dancing. ^YcrY; careful to inculcate decorous  
d a n c e s ,  a n d  even  b rou gh t  o v e r  to Asunc ion  f rom  Spain a 
dancing master  nam ed  Card ie ) ,  who ,  it is said, taught the 
Paraguayans  no less than seventy  d if ferent dances, am ong 
w h ic h  w e r e  the Pa lom ita  and Habanera.

F un era l  customs seem to dif fer  w id e l y  in all these coun­
tries. A t  e v e ry  cottage outs ide  Asunc ion  you  see a cross, 
o f ten  hung  w i th  tw o  w h i t e  r ibbons ,  at the entrance to the 
little garden  w h ic h  is also the family  bur ia l -g round .  In 
the Banda Oriental  I have  seen ch i ld ren ’ s coff ins in the 
trees  close to a farm house ; and it  is a com m on  custom to 
e x p o se  the coff ins o f  adults in r em o te ,  rocky  places till the 
bones  are dry  enough to put in a b ox  and convey  same by 
mai l -coach  to the nearest par ish  g rave -ya rd .  My bus- 
band once t rave l led  w i th  a w i d o w  ca r ry ing  her  husband ’ s. 
bones beside her on the seat. On another occasion in 
E n t re -R ios  he met a dead-man on horseback  com ing  into 
town  w i th  his fr iends to be bur ied ,  r em ind in g  h im  o f  the 
Spanish legend o f  Bernardo del Carp io  ce lebrated  by the. 
g i f ted  Fe l ic i fa  Herm ans .  - ’  '
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E X C U R S IO N  TO P A R A G U A R I

W o  made an excurs ion  to the i n t e r i o r ' o f  Pa raguay ,  
to the little v i l lage o f  Paraguar i ,  f o rm e r ly  one o f  the 
Jesuit Missions. W e  left Asunc ion  by train at 8 a .m . and 
our  first halt was at T r in idad ,  w h e r e  there  is a handsome 
church in w h ich  are in terred  the bones o f  Car los  A n ton io  
L o p e z ,  com m on ly  known as L o p e z  I. Here  w e  had to 
obta in  w a te r  for  the engine,  and ha l f -a -dozen -boys  w e r e  
occupied  for ha l f -an-hour in f i l l ing  kerosene  tins and con­
v e y in g  the Avater f rom  an ad jacent b rook .  T h i s  r a i lw a y  
has com ple te ly  fallen to decay ; i t  w a s  constructed  in the 
most  w o r k m a n l ik e  m anner  by the Eng l ish  eng ineers  in 
the t ime o f  L o p e z  ,* at present it has to stop e v e ry  f e w  m iles  
to cut t im ber  fo r  fuel o r  p rocure  w a te r  f r o m  a r ivu le t .  On 
some o f  these occasions tw o  o f  our  passengers  got  out to
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shoot  partr idge ,  the eng ine  d r i v e r  cal l ing them  back by a 
w h is t l e  w h e n  he w a s  ready  to p ro c e ed .  W e  took  ten 
hours  to accom pl ish  a jo u rn e y  o f  40 mi les ,  s topp ing  at the 
stations o f  L u q u e ,  A re gu a ,  Pa t iho -Cue ,  P i ra yu  and C e r ro  
L e o n .   ̂ ^

T h e  appearance o f  the country  is undulat ing :  i t  seems 
l ike  a beaut i fu l  garden  run w i ld .  Each  ra i lw ay  station is 
c r o w d e d  w i th  w o m e n ,  some w i t h  cooked  meats, fow ls ,  
chipa, etc. t r y in g  to sell  th em  to the passengers  ; they are 
m ise rab ly  poor ,  but seem happy  and contented.  On leav ing  
L u q u e  the scenery becom es  m o r e  p ic turesque ;  w e  are sur­
rounded  w i t h  th ick  orange  groves .  T h e  Cord i l le ra  becomes 
v is ib le ,  and at its foot the s i l v e ry  lake o f  Ipacarai,  studded ’ 
w i th  islands o f  the V ic to r ia  Reg ia  and other aquatic  plants. 
A t  P a t iho -Cu e  w e  see the late P r e s id en t ’ s country  house 
charm ing ly  situated at the foot o f  a w o o d e d  h il l ,  w i th  a full 
v i e w  o f  the lake and orange  plantations on e i th e r  s ide. B e ­
yon d  P i ra yu  is a stone py ram id ,  the peak o f  Mbatov i :  there  
are som e  large fragments  at the  foot o f  the hil l ,  and trad i­
t ion speaks p f  a vo lcan ic  erupt ion .  Santo Tom as ,  another 
h i l l  o f  the same range,  has a remarkab le  cave  w h e re  they say 
St. T h o m a s *  the- Apost le-  res ided  some years  and his 
b ody  w a s  a f t e rw a rd s  found. T h e  poor  peop le  ‘ be l ieve  
this as f i rm ly  as the Christ ian doctr ine, and i t  w o u ld  be 
useless to argue w i th  them  an anachron ism between  the 
Christ ian era and that o f  the Spanish d iscoverers .

A t  sunset w e  a r r iv ed  at Paraguari .  A f t e r  d inner  w e  
w en t  to a ball g i v en  by one o f  the pr inc ipal  nat ives; the 
host was  bare foot  and clad in a red  b lanket .  He rece ived  
us m ost  k ind ly ,  o f fe r ing  cigars, rum, and mate. T h e
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ball l o o m  was  large, w h i t e  washed  wal ls  and clay f loor ;  a 
dozen tallow candles fastened round.  IMost o f  the ladies w o r e  
shoes and w e r e  e x t r em e ly  grace fu l ;  they danced quadr i l les ,  
mazurcas and the national dances^ Pa lom ita  and Habanera.  
T h e  music consisted o f  a harp  and guitar ,  and to our  as­
ton ishm ent they played bars f rom  many Engli&h and Scotch  
airs w h ic h  some Eng l ish  peop le  must have brought  to this 
country  years ago.

N ex t  m orn ing  w e  ascended a steep and stony h i l l  c r o w n ­
ed w i th  c lusters o f  magnif icent trees l ike e lms.  W e  had 
beneath us a love ly  va l ley  bounded  by the Cord i l le ra .  On 
e v e ry  s lope and^projection o f  the range  w e r e  l ittle cabins 
enc irc led  by plantations. T h e  stately pa lms, w h o se  bare 
trunks shot up straight as a r row s ,  bea r ing  a tuft o f  leaves 
as a c ro w n  ; the undu la t ing  s ierra  dotted here  and there  
w i th  green w oods ,  s t raw  cottages and dark  co lo red  r o c k s ; 
the lo w  ly ing  va l ley  t rave rsed  by the line o f  ra i lw a y .  T h e  
peak o f  Aca i  r ises to a grea t  he igh t  in the d irec t ion  o f  V i l la  
Rica. P e rch ed  on a t ree  near us w as  a magni f icent  C u ervo  
Real ,  T r ib u  Rnb icha  in Guarani, or  K in g  o f  the V u l tu res . .  
T h is  magnif icent  b i rd  is a lmost  pure w h i t e ,  and is la rger  
than the com m on  vu l tu re .  On our r e tu r m jo u r n e y  f rom  
Paraguari to Asunc ion ,  the e n g in e -d r iv e r  requested  all the 

'passengers  to help  h im  cut some w o o d  for the engine:  
thev w e r e  ob l iged  to do so, o r  w e  should not l iave reached 
the city that night.  .
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W ed n esd a y  w as  the day appo in ted  that we  w e r e  to leave  
Asunc ion ,  on board  the Ceci l ia  for Gurum ba.  W e  sk ir t  a long 
the Chaco and pass a l i tt le F ren ch  co lony  w h ich  sett led 
h e re  some f e w  years  ago and have  raised small  farms in the 
m ids t  o f  the forest. T h e y  cut out a space, leave the fal len 
trees to dry, then burn  them, and sow  o r  plant on the 
fe r t i l i s in g  ashes. On the same side are ‘ s a l inas , 'and  a 
num ber  o f  huts sh ow  that the sa lt -gatherers  have  c om ­
menced  to w o r k .  T h e  salt d istr icts are  com m on  p roper ty ,  
by  w h ich  any persons may pro f l t ,  and men come in their  
canoes f rom  all parts o f  the r i v e r  to collect this useful 
article ; the sun suffices to crysta l l ize  the salt. T h e  r iv e rs  
that run through these d istr icts are a lmost all brack ish .  
DobrizhofTer  says that this salt is p roduced  by a species
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o f  palm, but to suppose that the soil de r iv es  its n i t re  f r o m  
the plants, and not  the plants f r om  the soil, is a strange 
ph i losophy .  F u r th e r  on is a ro ck  r is ing  p rec ip i tous ly  in 
the m idd le  o f  the r i v e r  : this is Pehon  ; it is the abode o f  
num bers  o f  w a te r fo w l .  I  thought in the distance there  
was  a man fishing, but it was a Juan Grande,  standing f ive 
feet h igh.  W e  steer  am ong little islands r is ing  abrupt ly  
out o f  the r i v e r ,  covered  w i t h  vege ta t ion  and f r inged  w i th  
aquatic plants. Pass Garaguatay an old estancia o f  L o ­
pez.  On the Chaco side w e  see some Ind ians hunting ,  but  
they run away  and hide. -

N ex t  m orn in g  we are at Concepc ion  the seat o f  the 
y e rb a  trade *. it consists o f  a f e w  m iserab le  huts. T h e  
yerba  forests  cove r  3 m i l l ion  acres, b eg inn ing  about  70 
m i les  inland. T h e y  w e r e  w o r k e d  fo r  many years  by  the 
Jesuits, and f rom  this c ircumstance mate  is o f ten  called 
Jesuits ’ tea.

W e  have some p re t ty  v i e w s  b e tw een  Concepc ion  and 
San Sa lvador  and part  o f  our  w a y  is by another  salt 
field. San Sa lvador  was  founded by F ranc ia ,  D ic ta tor  . o f  
Paraguay,  as a penal s e t t l e m e n t ; a r idge  o f  rocks  runs a 
c ross  the r i v e r .  San Sa lvador  n o w  be longs  to a f e w  
E ng l ish  gen t lem en  w h o  are p lanting coffee.

A n  en o rm ous  t iger  is s i t t ing  on the eastern bank, lazi ly  
watch ing  us ; he is a nob le  lo ok in g  f e l l o w ,  and I am sorry  
that one o f  the passengers has f ired; but Ije has missed him, 
and a fter  som e  re f lect ion the animal ret ires  into the ju n g le .  
T h e  trees are c o ve red  w i th  a ir  plants o f  e v e ry  hue. A d v a n ­
c ing by  ex tens ive  plains o f  h igh grass  and palm trees: some 
parts y e t  sm ok in g  f r om  a recent  fire. W e  pass the S ierra
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Itapucum in i ,  P iq u e t e  Incliarte, and S ie r ra  Caapucu, w h ich  
ex ten ds  fo r  some leagues a long the r i v e r .  T h e  scenery  
f rom  here  is charm ing :  the S ie r ra  Morada  and Itapucu are 
cove red  w i t h  nob le  t rees ;  w e  still steam by  pa lm  forests  on 
the Chaco side and n o w  and then get g l im pses  o f  the w a r ­
l ike  Mbayas or  G uaycurus .  These  are  a w an d e r in g  t r ibe  
and have  no f ixed habitations. T h e  mats o f  w h ich  they make 
the ir  tents are easily r e m o v e d  f r o m  one place to another,  
w h e n  they  have  exhausted  the gam e round  about. T h e y  
gather the pods* o f  the a lgarroba  (a t ree  w h ic h  is v e r y  
com m on  in Paraguay  and Braz i l ) ,  and o f  this they  m ake  a 
strong  dr ink .  T h e  m en  paint the ir  bod ies ,  and the ir  
r a n k  is d is t ingu ished  by the m anner  o f  cutt ing the ha ir ;  
the w o m e n  w ear  skins f rom  the wa is t  and tattoo them se lves  
in a h ideous fashion. W h e n  a ch ie f  is bur ied  some o f  the 
m en  slay themse lves  to keep h im  company.  T h e y  are 
insensib le  to pain and g ive  p roo f  o f  their  courage by cutt ing 
and p ie rc ing  themse lves .  Boys are tra ined up to g lo ry  in .  
e xh ib i t ions  o f  for t i tude ,  and w i l l  o ften beg to be  cut and 
beaten so they may be called b rave  boys.  Un l ike  the 
Payaguas they be l ie ve  the souls o f  the w ick ed  after  death 
pass into the bodies  o f  w i ld  beasts. A s  is the custom 
w i th  many other  tr ibes  they only rear one child,  k i l l ing  all 
the others as soon as born. T h e y  are both an aquatic and 
equestr ian peop le  and resem b le  the A rabs  in their love  for 
the ir  horses; they wi l l  never  part w i th  them, nor even lend 
them  to another.  T h e  Guaycurus are d iv id ed  into many 
branches, and possess the country  along the Paraguay to the 
P i lcom ayo .  . T h e  average height'  o f  a Guaycuru is - f i v e  
feet e ight;  they are sp lendid ly  proport ioned  anddong  l ived.
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T h e  w om en  d is f igure  themse lves  not on ly  by ta ttoo ing  but 
also cutt ing o f f  their  hair,  leav ing  only  a s t r ipe  about an 
inch w ide  and an inch high f rom  the forehead to the c r o w n ,  
l ike  a brist led  mane.

.A m o n g  all Indian tr ibes  there  are the great  m en  and 
w om en ,  sorcerers  and d o c t o r s : these su rround  them se lves  
w i th  m yste ry  and pre tend  to have  secret  con ferences  w i th  
the unknown  Being. T h e  truth o f  these they estab l ish  by 
fa l l ing into a lethargy caused by a s trong narcot ic ;  o f  course 
they expect  to be handsomely  paid. D ob r i zh o f f e r  says 
that the Mbaya dia lect  was the softest o f  all the Ind ian  
dialects. T h e y  are regarded  as the most  in con ver t ib le  o f  
all the Indian tr ibes ;  perhaps it is f rom  the ir  haughtiness. 
D ob r i zho f fe r  also g ives  the trad it ion  they have o f  the ir  
o r ig in ,  w h ich  is that in the beg inn ing  God  created  all o ther  
nations as numerous  as they are at present ,  and d iv id e d  
the earth am ong them. A f t e r w a r d s  He created tw o  
Mbayas, male and female ,  and com m iss ioned  the Garacara 
(Fa lco  Brasi l iensis) to tell them, he was ve ry  sorry  that there 
was  no part o f  the w o r ld  le f t  for the ir  port ion,  therefore 
he had only  made tw o  o f  them ; but they were  to w a n d e r  
about the inher itance o f  o thers ,  make eternal  war  upon all 
o ther  people ,  kil l  the adult males, and increase th e i r  o w n  
num bers  by adopt ing  the w o m e n  and ch i ld ren .  „ I t  is im ­
possib le  to travel in these w i ld  reg ions in the m id s t * o f  
savages, w i th ou t  sadly re f lec t ing  that these poor  people  
do not yet  k n o w  the God that made them. «

Sti l l  sk ir t ing  palm t r e e s : the grass g r o w s  b e tw een  them 
to a prod ig ious  height;  the country  s w a rm s  w i th  an imal l i fe ;
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al l igators  l ie in hundreds  a long the shore  in seem ing  h a r ­
m ony  w i th  the carpinchos and now and then a tapir.

T h e  country  all a long is watered  by-numerDus r ivu le ts  
w h ic h  afford the animals am ple  means o f  quench ing  their  
t h i r s t  A t  n igh t  w e  hear the h o w l in g  m on key ,  and for tw o  
hours  a fter  sunset w e  are the prey o f  mil l ions  o f  m osqu i ­
toes and sand fl ies: a strong w in d  w h ich  rises later gene-  
sally banishes them till next  e ven ing .  T h e  delic ious odour
o f  the trees is percep t ib le  all along.

W e  anchor at R io A pp a  to take in some w o o d :  this is the 
f ron t ie r  l ine b e tw een  Paraguay  and Brazi l .  A  l ittle co lony o f  
F r en ch m en  have  established them se lves  here, to cut w ood  
for  the M on lev idean  d o c k s : they seem to have l i tt le  fear o f  
the Ind ians.  T h e  colonists gave  us some plants among w h ich  
w e r e  the Guava blanca, G u arem b i ,  Caragaytay,  Guacuru 
and some o f  the pods o f  the A l g a r r o b o ;  also a n um ber  o f
parasites and ep iphytes .

Be tween  Rio Appa  and F o r t  Bourbon the land becomes 
h igher ,  and the r i v e r  w inds  cons iderab ly .  F o r t  Borbon or 
F o r t  O l impo,  the first Brazi l ian sett lement met w i th  on the 
Paraguay ,  is bui lt  on a spur o f  the S ierra  Ol impo.  Ano ther  
w e l l  w ooded  range ; passing this w e  have an im m ense  ar­
ch ipe lago and innum erab le  lakes.

A no ther  large palm forest, and as the sun breaks 
through the clouds it shines on a belt o f  trees in y e l l o w  
b lossom that look  l ike burnished gold. Pu rp le  and 
dark  g reen  fo l ia g e  divers i f ies  the landscape, and a f l ight  o f  
toucans, b irds  o f  black and grey  p lumage w i th  orange 
breasts,  lends some li fe to a scene o th e rw is e  mournfu l  from 
the surrounding  sol i tude and silence o f  these deser t  w i lds .
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M I

T h e  r i v e r  n ow  seems to have forced  its w a y  th rough  a 
magnif icent g rou p  o f  h i l l s ; the h ighest,  Pan de A zuca r ,  is 
t3o6  feet  high. T h e  l i t t le  island in front,  placed there  as 
i f  to bar our progress  is called “  Fecha  dos M o r ro s , ”  
“ the mountain ga te . ”  A l l  these mounta ins  are clad in
the most luxur iant fol iage. But the  situation is most  un­
healthy,  and w e  are shewn  the g raves  o f  a Brazi l ian 
of f icer and some o f  his men w h o  w e r e  sent here to m ake  a 
f o r t : they w e r e  se ized  wdth a k ind  o f  d ropsy ,  and only 
l ived  a fo r tn igh t .

P la ins o f  grass on ly  a f e w  feet above  the r i v e r  n o w  suc­
ceed for many miles  ti l l  w e  com e  to another encam pm ent  
o f  Indians; these are th eC a d u veos  w h o  are at constant w a r  
w i th  the ne ighbor ing  tr ibes.  A s  w e  approach they leap into 
the ir  canoes and dart into the m idd le  o f  the r i v e r  across 
our  course.

T h e r e  are about 30 canoes su rround ing  the steamer;  
the Indians dressed for the occasion: some have so ld ie rs  
jackets,  others caps, but most  w i t h  skins. It  is an absurd 
scene. W e  th row  them biscuits,  and the captain holds 
be fo re  them a bott le  o f  rum  ; they shout, gest icu late  and 
become almost frantic  in the ir  e f forts  to obtain the p r ize .  
W e  th ro w  it into the w a te r  to some distance; the 30 canoes 
shoot after it, knock ing  one against the other ,  and upset­
ting their  occupants in the water .  T h e  lucky f inder 
s w im s  away g r inn ing  and d isp lay ing  his fine teeth. T h e  
others call out  for m ore ,  and liold up t iger  skins to s ign i fy  
the ir  readiness to^ traffic w i t h  us. These  Gaduveos  are 
broad-chested  copper -co lo red  and dec ided ly  handsome, at 
least manly  in the ir  express ion ,  and are und isputed  lords
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o f  the vast  w i ld s .  T h e y  d es troyed  the town  o f  San Salva-  
v a d o r  in 1871, and ca rr ied  o f f  the.  w o m e n  and cattle.

S om e  o f  the descendants  o f  these cattle are g ra z ing  on 
the banks, guarded  by an Ind ian ,  w h o s e  on ly  garm ents  
are a t iger  sk in  round  his w a is t  and a tall b lack  hat, w h ic h  
is e v id en t ly  part o f  somS spo i l  taken in one o f  the ir  ra ids 
against the P a ra gu a ya n s ;  he carr ies  a m usket  on his 
shou lder  and as w e  pass he w a v e s  his hat w i th  the most  
uns tud ied  g ra c e '

In  the distance w e  see the mounta ins  o f  C o im b ra  and 
A lb u q u e rq u e .  On C o im b ra  is an antique fort ,  bui lt  on the 
s ide o f  the mountain ,  su rrounded  by a stone w a l l  and e x ­
posed to th?. rays  o f  the sun. W e  rem a ined  here  some 
hours,  and a party  o f  us reso lved  to v is i t  the famous gro t to ,  
w h ic h  is about  a m i le  f r o m  the fort .  I t  was  a d isagreeab le  
jou rney ,  as w e  w e r e  ob l ig ed  to w a d e  severa l  hundred  
yards th rough  mud and jung le ,  up to our ankles in wa te r ,  
Southey  m en t ions  “  that this r em a rk a b le  cavern has many 
chambers  and a subterraneous w a te r fa l l ,  also that its 
w a te r s  com m unica te  w i th  tlie Pa raguay  by severa l  secret 
channels.  W e  only en tered  one cham ber ,  w h ich  looked l ike 
fa iry  land; l ighted by the torches o f  our party it r em inded  
m e  o f  the w o n d e r fu l  caves o f  A ladd in ,  and I expec ted  
to see a good  or  bad genius dart ing  out f rom  the shadows 
of  the enorm ous  stalagmites, wdiicli fo rm  pil lars and seem 
to support  the crysta l l ised  roo f  o f  the cavern. W e  carried 
o f f  a few  fantastic stalactites and crysta l l iza t ions ,  and 
reached the steamer as she was w e ig h in g  anchor.

T h e  w ind ings  o f  the r i v e r  betw^een Co im bra  and A lb u ­
qu erqu e  are v e ry  great,  the distance be ing 3 leagues by
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land and 29 by w a te r .  N u m erou s  islands occur:  fo rm er ly  
it was not easy to keep to the r igh t  channel and avo id  
be ing lost and becom ing  a prey to hunger  o r  the savages. 
On ascending the r i v e r  paralle l  w i th  the l o w e r  mouth  o f  
the Paraguay Mini there  is an island in the cen tre  o f  the 
principal channel w h ich  descends f r o m  N. W .  whilst  the 
Mini runs d ow n  from t h e N . E .  I t  w o u ld  be dangerous  
to ascend the latter w h ic h  is in fested by Mbaya Ind ians .  
T h e  safe course is to keep as much as poss ib le  to the left. 
Descend ing  the course  is east, until the r i v e r  spreads o v e r  a 
sha l low 'su r face  about 1,000 yards  broad. H ere  are tw o  
islands, one lo w  and long, the o the r  high and co ve red  w i th  
w o o d .

Pass some beauti ful g ro v e s  o f  Gambarasa and A g u a r ib a y .  
T h e  fo rm er  is one o f  the most  beauti fu l  t rees  I have seen^ 
and from the latter is ex trac ted  the famous Jesuit  m e d i ­
c ine k now n  by the name o f  “  Balm o f  the M iss ions . ”  In 
Paraguay  it is supposed  to cure eve ry th in g .

W h e n  the f loods are out the fish leave  the r i v e r  to 
feed on certain fruits. A s  soon as they hear o r  feel the f ru it  
str ike the wa te r ,  they leap to catch it as it  r ises to the 
sur face ,  and in the ir  eagerness  sp r in g  into the air.  F r o m  
this habit the Jaguar has learnt a cur ious s t r a t a g e m ; he 
gets  upon a p ro jec t ing  bough, and f rom  t im e  to t ime s tr ikes  
the w a te r  w i th  his tail, thus im i ta t ing  the sound w h ich  the 
fruit  makes as it drops ,  and as the fish spr ing  tow ards  
it catches them w i th  his p a w . ”  T h is  an imal t raverses  
w i th  ease the aquatic  plants w h ich  in many places a lmost  
obstruct  the nav igat ion .  T h e  pr inc ipa l  f ishes o f  the r i v e r  
Pa raguay  are the Dorado, Pacu and P a lom e ta ;  this  latter is
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much es teem ed  by the Ind ians  not on ly  fo r  the flesh hut 
^or its teeth: each j a w  conta ins fou r teen  v e r y  sharp tee th ;  
it is said to be ve ry  fond of human flesh. T h e  Ind ians  use 
the j a w s  for kn i fes  and prepare  the ir  ske le tons  w i t h  them. 
M ore  mountains and palms, and n o w  we are in f ron t  o f  
L a d a r io .

Here  the Brazi l ian G o v e rn m e n t  has recent ly  constructed 
an arsenal w h e r e  a thousand m en  arc  em p loyed .  Som e 
are E ng l ish  and one o f  our  passengers, Mr. Gaston L a v ig n e  
is one o f  the o ve rsee rs ,  hav ing  just  a r r ived  f rom  Europe ,  
after w o r k in g  in the F ren ch  and Eng l ish  dockyards .  F ro m  
here  to Curum ba is 4 miles .  Som e b a l t e i i e s  com m and  
the r i v e r ,  be ing armed w i th  K ru p p  cannon. Th ick ly  w ooded  
hil ls,  much in fes ted  w i th  t igers ,  fo l l ow  the road to Cu­
rum ba ,  a p lace fo rm er ly  used as a trad ing  station w i th  
Ch iqu i tos  Indians,  but n o w  a th r iv ing  port.
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X V I .

C O R U M B A

A  f e w  years  ago C i i rum ba  was  but a co l lec t ion  o f  mud 
huts occupied  by som e  Braz i l ian  so ld iers ;  n o w  it is the 
most  th r iv in g  t ow n  in the P ro v in c e  o f  Matto -Grosso .  T h e  
tow n  is built  on a steep ‘ barranca ’ o f  w h i t e  rocks ,  and is 
su rrounded  by w e l l  w o o d e d  hills w h ic h  afford abundant 
occupation to the natural ist  and sportsman.  H e re  are 
to be found the same r ich*  and var ied  fauna that w e  have  
a lready met  w i th .  T h e  b irds  are in bound less  va r ie ty  
inc lud ing  the Motu, Pato  Beal or  royal  duck, the Juan 
Grande,  the Bigua, parro ts  o f  e v e ry  co lor ,  f lamingoes.  
Cardinals,  Jacu, Jacul inga,  sunb irds ,  h u m m in g  birds,  
&c.  &c.  T h e  tow n  i tse l f  has l i t t le  to attract v is i to rs .  T h e  
streets  are w id e  and i r regu lar ly  built ,  som e  o f  the houses 
be ing  much sm a l le r  than the o thers .  T h e  on ly  cur ios i-
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t ies to be met  w i th  are ham m ocks  w o v e n  by the Ind ians ; 
these d i f f e r  f r o m  the ham m ocks  o f  Asunc ion  in be ing  
s tronger  and m ore  gaud i ly  decorated .  I p re fe r  the P a ra ­
guayan h am m ock .  On en ter ing  a shop to buy one o f  those 
made in C u ru m ba  the shopman told us he had some w h ic h  
w e  w e r e  sure  to l ike,  because they came f rom  Manchester ;  
he was surpr ised  w hen  w e  bough t  the nat ive  one.

E v e r y o n e  in this country trave ls  w i th  a ham m ock ;  beds 
are not  k n o w n  in the in te r io r  p rov inces ,  and a sort  o f  r i ­
va lry  ex is ts  w h o  shall have the handsomest .  Most e x t ra va ­
gant pr ices  are paid for them. I saw one w h ich  the o w n e r  
told me had cost a hundred  sovere igns.

T h e  ascent f r om  the port  to the t o w n  is by a rough  
and rocky road runn ing  z ig - zag  a long the hil l .  W e  m et  
a l iUmber o f  w o m e n ,  some Braz i l ian ,  some Paraguayan, 
w h o  have left the ir  o w n  country  to share the fortunes o f  
the Brazi l ian troops stationed here. T h e y  have all w a te r  
vessels  on their  heads, these poor w om en  have to t raverse  
this rocky  road tw ic e  a day in a b ro i l ing  sun, and carry  
the water  f rom  the port to the ir  houses; it is the only  sup­
ply they have.

T h e  Ceci l ia  goes no farther than Curum ba .  W e  change to 
the steam launch, w h ich  is to take us y e t  600 m iles  to Cu- 
yaba, a journey  o f  e ight days W e  have met w i th  the 
greatest  attention f rom  the captains o f  the Jauni and 
Ceci l ia ,  both com for tab le  boats and the table w e l l  suppl ied .  
One cannot travel  so many miles  in the in ter io r  o f  a 
condnent  w i th ou t  many d iscomforts  and a n n o y a n c e s ; 
am ongs t  the latter not the least w e r e  the m osqu itoes  and 
sand Hies.
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Before again starting my husband warned me o f  the 
difficulties w e  should encounter, and gave me my choice 
to return or to proceed. W e  were  both too much interested 
in our journey to choose the former, and having left our 
heavy luggage at Curumba embarked for Cuyaba. On the 
mole alongside the launch, w e  saw some men skinning a 
huge alligator; just as they had half completed the process 
the creature plunged into the water;  he must have fallen 10 
feet. I should like to have seen how his friends rece iv­
ed him.
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X V I I .

F R O M  C U R U M B A  TO CU Y A B A

The Coxipo Started at daybreak, and we w e re  glad to 
leave the- port o f  Cnrurnba. The  mosquitoes were  in 
myriads, the heat was intense, and the smell from the 
putrid water unbearable. Passed a few low. wooded hills 
on the Bolivian side; the r iver  narrows in places till the 
rocks almost meet over our heads. W e  very nearly ran 
into a canoe heavily laden, which was going to Cuyaba. 
These canoes take 30 days to make the voyage from Gu- 
rumba to Cuyaba, and run great risk from Indians. Our 
first halt was at the Cerros Dorados, a magnificent range o f  
mountains thickly wooded, about 120 miles from Curumba. 
There is a little settlement of wood cutters*, their houses 
are like the palm huts in Paraguay. A party of four o f  
us started to ascend one of the mountains but were  oblig-
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f , ed to return e re  w e  got ha l f  w ay ,  lest the s team er  should 
go o f f  and leave us. T h e  trees are magni f icent ,  espec ia l ly  the 
w i ld  fig, the Imbauna (the  ashes o f  w h ich  w h en  burnt 
serve  for  an ing red ien t  fo r  m ak ing  g u n p o w d e r ) ,  and the 
F o rm igu e ra  o r  ant tree,  so called because i f  y o u  touch it 
you  are cove red  w i th  m i l l ions  o f  ants. T h e  f l o w e r  r e s e m ­
bles that o f  our horse c h e s n u t ; i t  is w h i t e  f irst,  then p ink ,  
and then changes to deep red. T h e  caragaitay is a species 
o f  aloe f rom  w h ic h  is made a cordage.  T h e  w o o d  cutters 
told us that there are num bers  o f  t igers  and serpents .  W e  
k i l led  tw o  o f  the latter, but o f  a small  k ind ,  and p r e s e r v ed  
them  in spir i ts  o f  w in e .

W e  sail for  m iles  a long  the foot o f  the Dorados  m o u n ­
tains. T h e  scenery  here  is most  beauti ful.  A t  one bend we 
met some canoes w i th  Guato Indians.  T h e r e  w e r e  seven 
or  e ight canoes w i th  a man and w o m a n  in each, and in, 
some one or tw o  c h i l d r e n ;  they w o r e  sk ins round  the 
waist ;  the men  w e r e  f ishing, and the w o m e n  managed  the 
canoes. W e  made signs for  them  to come near the steamer,  
w h ic h  they accord ing ly  d id .  T h e  men are  a sp lend id  race, 
w i th o u t  the h ideous express ion  o f  the Ind ians  o f  the Chaco 
b e lo w  Asunc ion .  W e  saw  them kilt fish w i th  a r r o w s  : 
some had lances to f ight the Jaguar.

W e  entered  the San L o r e n z o  r i v e r  130 m iles  f r o m  Cu- 
rumba,  hav ing  nav iga ted  the Pa raguay  o v e r  1,100 
f rom  its mouth at Cerr i to .  San L o r e n z o  is the most  dan ­
gerous part o f  the j o u r n e y ,  as it  is the te r r i t o ry  o f  the 
cruel Coroados ,  so cal led because they shave the ir  heads 
l ike fr iars. Shoals  o f  a l l iga tors  lie a long  the banks,  o f  a 
larger  k ind than those o f  the R i v e r  Pa raguay ,  T h e  scene-
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ry  o f  the San L o r e n z o  is on ly  w o o d  and wa te r ,  but beaut i­
fu l ly  d ive rs i f ied .  On our r igh t  bank are tall trees c o v e r e d  
w i th  balls o f  w i ld  cotton, as large  as an orange ,  cal led 
Paina,  w h ich  se rves  to m ake  p i l l o w s  as soft  as e id e rd o w n .  
One o f  our f e l l o w  t rave l l e rs  to ld  m e  o f  a b l ind  w a s p  
that is v e ry  c o m m o n  a long  this r i v e r ,  w h ic h  i f  it knocks 
against y o u r  l lesh causes instant death. N o w  and then 
w e  see a carp incho  o r  a t iger  s i t t ing  on the bank as w e  
pass. T u r n in g  a sharp corner  the ru d de r  o f  ou r  l i tt le 
s team er  broke ,  and w e  w e r e  detained t w e l v e  hours  r e p a i r ­
ing  it. W e  w e r e  ob l iged  to keep a good  lo o k o u t ,  because the 
r .oroados are genera l ly  h id  on the banks, w i th in  a r row  shot 
o f  us. W h a t  w e  feared w e r e  po isoned a r row s .  Only a l e w  
months ago they surpr ised  some men in a canoe, cut o f f  
the ir  heads, and carr ied th em  o f f  as troph ies .  T h i s  tr ibe  is 
v e r y  numerous,  fear fu l ly  addicted  to d runkenness ,  and 
beyond  hope o f  c iv i l iza t ion .  T h e  Botocudos are the on ly  
trtbe supposed to be cannibals.

Day was break ing  as w e  entered  the r i v e r  Cuyaba ,  w h ich  
is much n a r r o w e r  than the San L o r e n z o .  T h e  Cuyaba rises 
near the 43th degree  o f  lat i tude, f rom  30 to 40 leagues 
above  the tow n  o f  Cuyaba,  and w i th in  a f e w  m ile  to the east 
o f  the sources o f  the R iv e r  Paraguay .  W e  have still 100 miles  
o fC o r o a d o  te r r i to ry .  T h e  navigat ion is much impeded  by 
trees which fall into the r i v e r ,  be ing  underm ined  by the 
stream or  loosened by the inundations,  and in narrow  
places we  have to stop and cut d o w n  the trees to a l low  the 
steamer to pass.

T h e  m onkeys  sit g r inn ing  at us, but take care to keep 
out o f  our  way ; one k ind k n o w n  as the bearded m onkey
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I: I

is slran^'ely l ike a man. W e  have  n o w  trave l led  150 
miles  w i thou t  seeing a. human habi ta t ion .  Dense  w o o d s  
on each side o f  the r i v e r ,  w i th  hang ing  tapestry  
o f  w i ld  convo lvo lus  and o ther  c reepers ;  and in n u m erab le  
b irds w hose  sw ee t  notes b reak  the fear fu l  s t i l lness .  W e  
saw an al l igator go in g  o f f  w i th  a l i v e  Boa cons tr ic to r  o f  the 
smaller  k ind in his j a w s :  the snake appeared  som e 15 feet 
long and w r ig g le d  as the a l l igator  s w a m  off, ho ld ing  h im  by 
the head. A n  open ing  in the forest  r evea led  to us 
about 30 large deer ,  some w i t h  huge  a n t l e r s ;  one o f  
them was quite  w h i te .  T h e r e  was  also a herd o f  ostr iches .  
A m on gs t  the most beauti fu l o f  the b i rds  are the  Motu .  
T h e  r i v e r  was  covered  w i th  Bigua, a spec ies  o f  w a t e r  hen, 
and some o f  the trees w i th  w h i t e  b irds  w h ic h  looked 
l ike  b lossoms. F lam in goes  f l ew  so high, that w e  w e r e  
unable to ge t  any o f  their  skins.

T h e  first sign o f  re tu rn ing  c iv i l i za t ion  is the com fo r tab le  
Fazenda  or  fa rm-house  o f  T eo b a ld o .  W e a r e  inv i ted  to enter ,  
w h i l e  the captain is ge t t ing  som e  l ive  stock  on board .  T h e  
heat is terr i f ic ,  but ins ide  the house is as cool as a g ro t to ,  
the cocoa palm leaves fo rm in g  a v e r y  cool roo f ,  im p e n e t ra ­
ble to the tropica l  sun ’ s rays. T h e  hostess gave  us a v e ry  
re f r esh ing  dr ink  called Guarana. Guarana was  inven ted  
by a tr ibe called the Maues. It  is named thus f r o m  a para­
site plant bear ing  an a lmond,  in a b lack s h e l l : the a lmond 
is roasted, pounded ,  and then m ade  into cakes o r  s l icks  
w h ich  are dr ied  by sm oke  and r e sem b le  chocolate .  T h e  
Indians rasp it for use upon the rough  tongue o f  a fish 
called P i r a u s is ’ . ( W e  used a nu tm eg  g ra te r ) .  A table 
spoonful o f  this p o w d e r  is taken in a glass o f  w a te r ,  sw ee t -
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ened or  not  accord ing  to the taste o f  the d r in k e r .  I t  is 
b i t te r ,  and is thought to be a r em ed y  for  many d iseases. 
It  costs 10 gf.  o r  2 pounds s te r l ing  a pound.  T o u b a ld o ’ s 
fair and cur ly  haired  ch i ld ren  form  a s tr ik ing  contrast  to 
the l iU lc  naked negroes  ro l l in g  about  the door.  F is h  
is d ry in g  on som e  posts. T h e s e  r i v e r  sett lers lead very  
hapi)y l ives:  they pay no taxes, and fear no pol it ical  changes. 
S ickness is a lmost  u nk n ow n ,  and e v e ry  yea r  a pr ies t  
com es  round to chr is ten  or  m arry .

W e  passed many set t lements  deser ted  by  the ir  owners*, 
the Indians came and m u rd e re d  them, or  they fled in te rror .  
A t  Melgasso is the ruin o f  an old chapel  bui lt  at the foot o f  
a w o o d e d  hill . T h e  p r i e s t ’ s house is grass g r o w n ,  and a 
g r o v e  o f  o range  trees ascends the mountain s lope. Near  it is 
a rootless fa rm -house  burnt by the Indians last y ea r .  V a m ­
p ire  bats flit a round us*, they are said to des troy  num bers  
o f  cattle by suck ing  the ir  b lood w h i l e  asleep, and som e­
t imes attack men in the same w ay ,  the sufferer  s leep ing 
more  soundly w h i l e  the vam p ire  sucks his b lood. Boa cons­
tr ic tors  are v e ry  num erous  here*, last n igh t  w e  were  
aroused at m id n igh t  by the s teamer shaking,  and w e r e  
to ld it was one o f  these monsters  w h ic h  was under  it, s w im ­
m in g  across the r i v e r ; they are often ove r  20 feet long 
and s w a l lo w  a deer  w h o le ,  after crush ing  h im into a j e l l y .

E v e r y  day w e  stop at one o f  these Fazendas  *. all have 
plantations o f  sugar cane and fields o f  tobacco ; this last at 
a distance looks l ike large  g reen  cabbage.  In one o f  these 
houses I saw a fine old paint ing w i th  an inscr ipt ion  on 
the back written in Por tuguese  to the ef fect that it  
was  b rough t  to B io  Janeyro in the s ixteenth century.  I t
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had no frame, and was a lmost cove red  w i t h  some co loured  
daubs. I saw the o w n e rs  did not va lue it, but w h en  w e  
of fered to buy it they seemed o f fended and told us it was  
a fam i ly  he ir loom . A n o th e r  o f  these Fazendas  was  
overshaiJowed by g ro v e s  o f  Im bauna  and Caju;  the latter 
is a fruit  r e s em b l ing  a pear, but longer.  I t  is spongy  and 
full o f  de l ic ious ju ice .  T h e  k idney -shaped  seed w h ich  
g r o w s  at the end o f  the fruit  is k now n  in E ng land  by the 
name o f  the Cashew  nut, and is said to have  been cast up 
on the shores o f  Co rnw a l l  b e fo re  the d iscove ry  o f  the  
N e w  W o r ld .  I t  possesses great  m ed ic ina l  p ropert ies .  T h e  
houses are usually d iv id ed  by a hall in the centre ;  the 
room s on one side be ing  occup ied  by the fam i ly  and on 
the o ther  side by the negroes.  A roun d  the house are l i tt le  
ranchos w h e r e  they have sugar m il ls  etc. In many w e  
w e r e  g iven  fresh m i lk ,  curds, and a d r in k  made f r o m  the 
sugar cane called ‘ g a ra p e , ’ w h ich  is most  re f r esh ing  and 
w h o le som e  for man, but v e ry  in jur ious  to dogs.

I t  is most painful to see the m iserab le  appearance o f '  
these animals; perhaps they dr ink  too much o f  the garape,
I ob se rved  in most o f  the houses guitars,  f o w l in g  pieces, 
f ishing tackle, t iger  skins and o ther  em b le m s  o f  the chase. 
T h e  inhabitants l i v e  en t i re ly  on fish, fruit ,  mandioca ,  
sugar cane; and on ly  ra ise  cattle and poultry  to sell to the 
steamers.  F i f t y  miles  f rom  Cuyaba both sides o f  the 
r i v e r  are th ickly  studded w ith  these w e l l  cu lt ivated  farms, 
whose  happy o w n e r s  have w h a t  many countr ies  o f  South 
A m e i  ica fail to g iv e ,  secur i ty  for  l i fe  and p rop e r ty ,  hi 
the m idd le  o f  a terr i f ic  thunders to rm  w e  ran by the r e e f  o f  
Itaicis, T h is  is a pile o f  rugged rocks  e x ten d in g  m ore
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than hal f  w a y  across the r iv e r .  H igh e r  up w e  w en t  
aground on a bank, and had to l ighten the s teamer  
by ge t t ing  the passengers  and luggage into a canoe. 
W e  got  o f f  the bank, but the w a t e r  w a s  too lo w  for  the 
steamer to p roceed  fu r th e r .  H e re  w e  are transh ipped  into 
the Iga r i t e  w h ich  is to convey  us to GuyabS, yet a j o u rn e y  
o f  t w o  days. T h e  Iga r i te  is a k ind  o f  c o v e r e d  barge ,  40 
feet long, manned by 8 Guana Ind ians,  called Z ingadores  
f r om  the Z inga  or  po le  they use to push the boat.  W e  are 
supp l ied  w i th  p rov is ions  f r o m  the steamer, pr inc ipa l ly  
t inned meats, and have a canvas a w n in g  w h ich  inef fectual ly  
p ro tects  us f rom  the scorch ing rays o f  the sun. T h e  nights 
w e r e  in tense ly  co ld and w e  found our guanaco skins o f  
im m ense  comfort .  I un for tunate ly  slept one night in a 
h a m m ock  in the open air, and had next  day an attack o f  
Chucho  or  ague, w h ic h  is v e r y  com m on  in Paraguay  and 
Brazi l ,  and is most di f f icult  to get  r id  of,  o ften re turn ing  at 
long intervals .

A f t e r  passing a m iserab le  n ight w e  w en t  on shore at 
sunrise to wa lk  some leagues through the forest, as far as 
San Anton io ,  thus avo id ing  many bends o f  the r iv e r ,  w h ich  
m ake  it a jou rn ey  o f  9 hours in canoe. Be fore  s tar l ing  on 
our  march I had a re fresh ing  bath in the r i v e r  at the r isk  
o f  be ing bitten by the P iranya ,  a fo rm idab le  fish that cuts 
l ike  a razor.  T h e  most  del icate fish for eat ing is the Pira- 
putanya, a species o f  turbot that is v e ry  abundant .  Our 
jou rney  lay through pleasant woods  w h e re  there was  a 
track, though but little t rodden;  w e  w e re  p rov ided  with  long 
st icks to keep o f f  the serpents. Some o f  the par ly  had Sn id ­
er  r i f les,  and others  Rem ingtons .  In some parts it was  ne-
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cessary to clear the way  and the fa r ther  w e  advanced the 
th icker we found the w oods ;  w e  w e r e  also g rea t ly  im p e d ­
ed by a close grass whic l i  g row s  to an exc e ed in g  he igh t  and 
by the parasites w h ich  hang l ike  ropes  f r om  the trees,  at 
t imes cur l ing  round us, so that w e  -often had to ex t r i ca t e  
each other  by cutt ing  the c reepers .  W e  found w i ld  honey in 
the trees, and p len ty  o f  game,  but the noise o f  our  march  
fr ightened it and it  prof i ted us little. A t  last, t i red and 
w ea ry  w e  reached the house o f  Don Ped ro ,  w h e r e  w e  had 
arranged to awa it  the canoe. W e  w e r e  r e ce iv ed  most 
hospitably ,  and had a re fresh ing  siesta ol four hours  b e fo re
again s tart ing.

W e  resumed our canoe, but had not gone  m any m i les  
w hen  another storm o f  rain and thunder  came on, w i th  
such fury that the boatmen could not make head against 
it. W e  w e re  ob l iged  to run fo r  p ro tec t ion  to a she l te red  
part  o f  the r i v e r  bank, abreast  o f  an e n c a m p m e n t  o f  
Guana Indians, w h o  f locked to the canoe and made signs 
for us to fo l low  them to the ir  huts. A f t e r  cons ider ing  a l i tt le 
w e  de te rm ined  to a ccep t th e i r  inv itat ion,  tak ing  the precau­
tion o f  be ing  w e l l  a rmed.  But the Guanas unless roused  
are a pacific people,  a lthough descended from Mbayes,  ' on e  
o f  the w o r s t  o f  the Indian tr ibes. T h e  encam pm ent  is a 
n um ber  o f  huts ranged in a large c irc le ;  each hut conta ins 
a dozen  famil ies ;  all l ie upon beds o f  leaves and skins, 
raised upon sticks o f  w ood  planted in the earth .

T h e  w o m e n  are v e r y  pretty  and clean ; f o rm er ly  
they  k i l led a lmost all the ir  daughters ,  because they said i f  
there  w e re  too many w o m e n  the men w e r e  less amiab le  
w i th  them. I t  was the first t im e  they had e v e r  seen an E u ro  •
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pean w om an  and each v ied  <vith the o the r  w h o  should 
take me first to her hut. T h e y  settled the matter  satis­
factor i ly  and w e  w o r e  led aw ay  hy a handsom e squaw  
w h o  watched  and exam in ed  me most cur ious ly .  1 gave  her 
some s i lve r  buttons that w e r e  on my dress, w i th  w h ich  
she was  v e r y  de l igh ted .

A f t e r  the s torm  passed w e  v is i ted  all the huts, wh ich  
w e r e  cleanly swept ,  and hung  round w i t h  lances and bows  
and a r row s .  It is a genera l  op in ion amongst  all the In ­
dian tr ibes  that courage  is in f luenced by the qual i ty  o f  
the ir  meat and this is said to be one o f  the causes o f  can­
n iba l ism . F o r  this reason none o f  them  eat mutton or 
bee f ;  they p re fe r  the t iger  to any o ther  food. T h e y  gave  
us t iger  and a l l iga to r ’ s flesh, cooked  on sticks; the fo rm er  
is not unl ike ven ison ,  but the a l l igator  is s trong.  W e  
bought  some skins, and b o w s  and a r row s  from them, and 
w h en  w e  w e r e  leav ing  one o f  the w o m e n  gave  m e  a youn g  
m on key  w h ich  her husband had just k i l led  in the woods. 
O f  this som e  o f  our  party made a s tew; it was  pronounced 
v e ry  l ike  rabb it .  Passing the mouth o f  the C o x ip o  r iv e r  
w e  see in the distance the port  o f  Cuyaba: the city is three 
m i les  inland. I t  was  qu ite  dark  when  w e  a rr iv ed  a longside 
the arsenal. General and Madame Herm es  (the P res iden t  
o f  Matto-Grosso )  k ind ly  inv i ted  us to be their  guests at the 
Palace dur ing  our  stay in Cuyaba.
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xviir

D IS C O V E R Y  O F  C U Y A B A

■

A  Por tuguese  named Cabra l  first d is co v e red  the go ld  
m ines  o f  Guyaba, w h id i  long be fore  w o u ld  have  fal len to 
the Spaniards o f  Paraguay  had they possessed ha l f  the 
enterpr ise  and act iv i ty  o f  the Braz i l ians .

T o  this day it is a jo u rn e y  o f  g rea t  d i f f icu lty  and cons i­
derable  danger.  T h e  adventurers  em b a rk ed  in canoes at 
V i l la  do P o r to  F e l i z  about e igh ty  m i les  w es t  o f  San Paulo ,  
upon w h a t  was  fo rm er ly  called the A n h e m b i ,  n o w  the 
T ie te ,  w h ich  is said to mean ‘ the r i v e r  o f  many w a te rs  ;* 
its navigat ion is in terrupted  by nearly fi fty fal ls and rap ids ,  
some o f  w h ich  can only be passed at great  r isk .  T h e  T ie t e  
r ises in the mountains on the coast, beh ind the t ow n  o f  
Santos : its course is es t imated  at seven o r  e igh t  hundred 
miles .  T h e  w ood s  through w h ich  it  f l ow s  a f ford  abun-
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dance o f  fru it .  A m o n g  o thers  the Ya tay  ; th is is indeed  
a s ingu lar ly  useful tree ; its ba rk  be ing  th ick  and tough is 
used by the Ind ians  for  canoes, be t te r  f i tted for rough  r i v e r  
nav igat ion  than i f  they w e r e  com posed  o f  f i rm er  mater ia ls ;  
the t im b e r  because o f  its durab i l i t y  and hardness is pre­
f e r r ed  for the sugar w o r k s ,  and f rom  its roots  the Indians 
p ro c u re  a res inous substance in great  abundance w h ic h  
they burn  fo r  lamps, and o f  wh ich  they  m ake  ear and l ip 
t r inkets  r e sem b l ing  amber .

T h e  T i e t ê  falls in to  the Paraná,  w h e r e  the great r i v e r  is 
about tw o  mi les  w i d e ; and the trave l le rs  fal l ing a l i tt le 
w a y  d ow n  the s tream m ade  for the Rio P a rdo  w h ich  jo in s  
i t  f r o m  the north.  T h i s  r i v e r  they ascended almost to its 
source, a voyage  o f  about tw o  m onths ,  and rendered  d i f ­
f icult as w e l l  as ted ious by the force o f  the current and the 
n u m b er  o f  falls and rapids.  T h e  w a te r  is r em a rk a b ly  
c lear and good, and is supposed to d e r iv e  great  v i r tue  f rom  
the  sarsapari l la w h ich  g r o w s  upon the banks : the want o f  
fru i t  a long the course is compensated by the abundance o f  
honey and o f  g a m e ; but there  is danger  in pursu ing  the 
chace to any d istance f r om  the boats, for  a race o f  unsub­
dued and w i l y  savages possess the country .  T h i s  part  o f  
the jou rn ey  ended at a place called Sanguisuga, e i ther  
because leeches abound there ,  or  for  the labor w h ich  
there  becomes necessary, and the expense  w h ich  must be 
in cu rred .  H ere  the canoes w e r e  mounted upon w h ee ls  and 
d ra w n  by six or  seven yo k e  o f  o x e n ; the cargoes w e r e  
packed in carts, or  upon  the backs o f  negroes and hired 
laborers  ; and in this manner the party  proceeded ,  w i th  an 
a rm ed  escort to protect  them  f r o m  the savages, a stage o f
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some ten miles ,  to an estab l ishment fo rm ed  for the pu r ­
pose o f  faci l i tat ing t rave l l ing ,  and cal led Capamean f rom  
the l i tt le  r i v e r  upon wh ich  it stands. T h is  is cons idered  the 
half w a y  point,  and here the t rave l le rs  laid in stores  for  
the rem a inder  o f  the jou rney .

T h e y  r e - e m b a rk  here and descend the s tream ; it is so 
sha l low  that the canoes can on ly  be half  laden ; th e re fo re  
they unload w hen  they reach the ju nc t ion  w i th  the C o x im ,  
and depos i t  the goods  under  a p rop e r  guard  in huts made 
o f  palm leaves, w h i l e  the boats re turn  for the rem a inder  
o f  the c a r g o ; this occupies  about th ree  weeks .

E igh t  or ten days then hurry  th em  d o w n  the pe r i lous  
rap ids  o f  the C o x im  till it falls into the  T a q u a r i ; and after 
they have gone  s ix  o r  seven days d o w n  the r i v e r  they 
halt at a place called Punta  A leg re ,  “  the Joyfu l  R es t ing  
P l a c e ” : such i t  must be t3 those w h o  re turn  f r o m  GuyabS, 
Not  so to those w h o  are bound th ither ,  for  the broad and 
f looded plains are infested by num erous  tr ibes  such as the 
Mbayas and Payaguas. A t  n igh t  the  t rave l l e rs  rest  upon 
some o f  the wooded  is lands w h ic h  are found e v e r y w h e r e  
a long this w i ld  nav igat ion .  T h ey  s w in g  the ir  ham m ocks  
f rom  the trees, and co ve r  them  w i t h  a long  cloth w h ic h  
hangs to the g round ,  and is even m o re  necessary  as a 
p ro tec t ion  against w in g e d  insects than against the w ea th e r .  
W a t c h  is kept upon the w a t e r ; and they have  a lw ays  dogs 
w i t h  them on shore. W h e n  they reach the Pii.raguay the 
danger  becomes greater ,  for  this is the country  o f  the P a -  
vaguas, w h o  o f  all the A m er ican  t r ibes  have  de fended  
the ir  nat ive  land w i th  m ost  perseverance  and most  suc­
cess against all invaders .  T h e y  o w e  this success to the
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nature  o f  the ir  country ,  and to the ir  am ph ib ious  habits ,  
w h ic h  enable  them to pro f i t  by its advantages.  A l l  the 
tr ibes o f  these reg ions  are such fearless s w im m ers ,  that 
even  broad and rap id  r iv e r s ,  l ike  the Paraguay  and the 
Paraná ,  a f ford  no protect ion  against t h e m ; but the savages 
l i v e  so much in the w a te r  that the men  w e a r  v e r y  scanty 
c loth ing.  E v e r y  fam i ly  has its boat, w h ic h  is o f  g rea t  
length,  v e r y  na r row ,  and curved  at both ends so as to 
r esem b le  the n e w  moon : the head and stern are shaped 
a l ike.  It  m oves  there fo re  w i th  equal fac i l i ty  in e i ther  d i ­
rec t ion ,  and is im pe l led  by means o f  a single oar, w h ich  is 
long  enough and sharp to serve  also for  a spear. H o w e v e r  
rough  the w in d  and the waves  may be, the Ind ian  has no 
fear o f  e i t h e r ; he gets to the one end o f  his boat and 
d r iv e s  it along, half  out o f  the w a t e r ; i f  it  should upset 
(w h ich  v e ry  se ldom  happens) present ly  y ou  see h im, says 
D ob r i zho f f e r ,  astr ide the keel  as i f  he w e re  r id ing  a por_  
poise.  In  case o f  danger f rom  an enem y ,  they upset i t  
them se lves  and r ise  under it, b reath ing there  as in a 
d iv ing  bell ,  and pro tected  by it as by a sh ie ld .  T h e y  
w o u ld  d ive  in the w h ir lpoo l ,  and b r ing  up fish at a w i d e  
distance from the spot w h e r e  they went  d o w n  ; and they 
w o u ld  remain  so long under w a te r ,  that many persons ,  
supposing it imposs ib le  for  a human creature  to ex ist  so 
long w ithout resp ir ing,  have absurd ly  insisted that they 
carr ied w i th  them a cane through w h ich  they breathed. 
T h e i r  weapons  w e r e  the macana, spear, and the b o w  and 
a r r o w  w i th  w h ich  they shot point blank.

T h e i r  la rg er  w a r -c a n o e s  held forty  m e n ,  and w e r e  e x ­

ce l len t ly  m a d e ,  th ou g h  w i t h  no b e t ter  in s t r u m e n t s  than
u2
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Stone axes, and the aid o f  f i r e ;  these, w h e n  upon an e x ­
pedit ion ,  they could im pe l  at the rate  o f  tw en ty  m i les  an 
h o u r ;  and they d r e w  so little w a t e r , , t h a t  they  lu rked  
among the islands, or in the smallest creeks  and s treams,  
and lay und iscovered  under  the boughs w h ic h  touched the 
w a te r .  Such a people ,  w i th  som e  fitness in the ir  fables, 
b e l ieved  themse lves  to be the p rogen y  o f  a f ish cal led the 
Pacu  and looked  fo r  a Parad ise  after death, w h e r e  the souls 
o f  the m er i to r ious  w e r e  to d w e l l  am ong  aquatic plants, and 
feast upon fish and crocod i les .

A zara  ment ions  “  that they b e l i e v ed  the Dorado  p rod u c ­
ed the Spaniards,  w h o  fo r  that reason though o th e rw ise  so 
v e r y  in fe r io r  a peop le  to the P ayaguas ,  had the advantage 
o f  a better c om p lex ion .  T h e  Guaran ies  w e r e  ch i ld ren  o f  
the toad, and there fore  a desp icab le  r a c e . ”

These  peop le  m ade  the j o u rn e y  to Guyaba  so dangerous  
that w h e n  that co lony w a s  fa i r ly  es tab l ished,  a vesse l  
s trong ly  a rm ed  w as  a lw ays  sent f r o m  thence to w a i t  for  
the traders  w h en  they en tered  the Pa raguay ,  one e x p e d i ­
t ion on ly  be ing  made in the course  o f  the yea r .  T h e  
greatest  v ig i lance  w as  still n e c e s s a r y ; the canoes p roceeded  
one  after  another  up the s t r e a m ;  and n eve r  v en tu red  to 
pass the m outh  o f  a r i v e r  o r  c reek  on e i the r  s ide t i l l  the 
a rm ed  vesse ls  had gone  b e fo r e  and stationed them se lves  to 
secure th em  against an ambush. T h e  sam6 caut ion w as  
necessary  w h e n  they en tered  the R io  San L o ren z o .  A f t e r  
ascending this for  five or  s ix days, they  came to the  m outh  
o f  the  G u y a b a : here  w i ld  r ice  is found, b e t t e r  in qua l i ty  
than w h a t  the Brazi l ians r a i s e ; and h e re  there  is a consi­
derab le  ex tent  o f  g rou nd  cove red  w i th  Banana plants,  in
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such pro fus ion  that ne i ther  traders nor Ind ians  e v e r  found 
the p roduce  fail.

A  fu r ther  voyage  o f  f i fteen days b r ings  the adventurers  
to th e i r  des ired  port ,  w h ic h  is about a m i le  f r om  the t ow n  
o f  Guyaba. E v e n  the  latter part  o f  the  v o ya ge  is not w i th ou t  
danger .  T h e  Gaiapos, and Botocudos sti l l  in fest  the im ­
m ed ia te  v ic in i t y ,  to the great  d e t r im en t  and danger o f  the 
inhabitants.

T h e  Botocudos  som et im es  come w i th in  tw en ty  leagues 
o f  the city *. they are supposed to be the only  cannibal t r ibe  
n o w  ex is t ing ,  and w e r e  fo rm e r ly  called the A y m o re s ,  but 
the P o r tu gu ese  gave  th em  the ir  n e w  name f r o m  the 
fashion o f  s tudding  the ir  faces w i th  ornaments .  O f  all the 
Brazi l ian tr ibes  they  are the m os t  savage, and the  m os t  
te rr ib le .  I t  is said that these peop le  w e r e  or ig ina l ly  a 
branch o f  the Tapuyas ,  w h o  had fo rm er ly  possessed a l ine 
o f  country  in the in te r io r ,  running  paral le l  w i th  the coast, 
f r o m  the r i v e r  San Franc isco  to Gabo F r io .  T h e i r  speech 
is unusually harsh and guttural,  hav ing  so deep a sound 
as i f  it were  pronounced  f r o m  the breast .  T h e y  keep 
the ir  hair short  w i t h  a k ind  o f  ra zo r  made o f  cane, and 
sharpened to an edge a lmost as keen as steel.

T h e y  have  ne i ther  garments  nor habitat ion. Naked  as 
beasts, they  lie d o w n  l ike  beasts in the w ood s ,  and l ike  
b e a s t s ' c a n  run upon hands and feet through  th ickets ,  
w h e r e  it is not poss ib le  to fo l low  them. D ur ing  the rainy 
season they sleep under  the trees, and have just ski l l  
enough to fo rm  a roo f ing  w i t h  the boughs.  T h e y  l ive  upon 
w h a t  they ki l l  w i th  the ir  a r row s ,  f r o m  w h ich ,  says Vas-  
concel los,  not a fly can escape, and upon their  enemies.
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w h o m  they slay not l ike the o ther  tr ibes  at t r ium phan t  
feast, but habitual ly  for food, r e ga rd in g  them m ere ly  as 
animals on w h om  they are to p rey .  I f  they have a f ire 
they In l f  roast their m e a t ; at o ther  t imes they eat it as w i l ­
l ingly  raw .  T h e i r  m ode  o f  war fa re  is as savage as the ir  
habits o f  l i f e ; they neve r  stand up to an enem y  face to face, 
but lie in wa i t  l ike w i ld  beasts, and take deadly  a im  f rom  
the thickets. In one point they are in fe r io r  to o the r  tr ibes ,  
for  be ing an inland peop le  they cannot s w im ,  and such is 
the ir  ignorance or dread o f  wa te r ,  that any stream w h ich  
they  cannot ford is cons idered  a suff ic ient de fence against 
them.

 ̂ T h e y  w h o  des troy  cit ies have the ir  names r e co rd ed  in 
h istory ,  when those w h o  founded  them are fo rgo tten .  
Such founders indeed  as those o f  Cuyaba have  no th ing  
in terest ing  in the ir  actions, o r  ennob l ing  in the ir  m o t i v e s ;  
y e t  they w e re  men  o f  undaunted courage and unconquerab le  
endurance.

A b o u t  ten leagues east o f  Cuyaba,  is the A r r o y a l  o f  Santa 
Anna  upon high ground,  w h e re  the cotton trees are som e­
times" hurt  by the frost .  T h e  t ow n  o f  V i l la  Maria  is on 
the left bank o f  the Paraguay about seven m iles  above  the 
place w h e re  it rece ives  the Jauru. It  is one o f  th e  m ost  
p rosperous  towns  in the in ter io r ,  and is inhabi ted  by a 
m ix tu r e  o f  negroes and Ind ians  here  called Car ibocas .  In  
Cuyaba there are also num bers  o f  these Car ibocas ,  and they 
have the character o f  be ing  an o rd e r ly ,  industr ious ,  and 
h igh ly  respected  people .  I t  is a m ark  o f  d is t inct ion  to 
have  long nails, especia l ly  upon the t h u m b ; a custom
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com m on  to many countries in the barbarous and sem i-  
barbarous stages o f  society.

T h e  air is moist ,  and the n igh ts  are part icu lar ly  d a m p ; 
never the less  the p rov in ce  is reputed  hea lthy.  W e  met 
many w o m e n  suffer ing f rom  go i tre ,  w h ic h  is said to be 
p roduced  by d r in k in g  the w a te r  o f  the r i v e r .

Cuyaba,  w h ic h  is the capital o f  the P r o v in c e  o f  Matto- 
Grosso,  was  fo rm ed  in the yea r  1722 by Por tuguese  go ld  
d igge rs  ; for tw e n t y  m i les  around there  are traces o f  go ld ­
f ields o f  the last cen tury  and an aqueduct w h ic h  is n ow  in 
ruins. T h e  tow n  is bui lt  v e r y  i r regu lar ly  in slopes, and 
su rrounded  by hills. T h e  houses have  a v e r y  quaint look ,  
w i th  the ir  t i led roo fs  peep ing  f r om  under  the shade o f  
palms and other  t rop ica l  trees .  T h e  Cathedra l  and the 
Palace a r e  the t w o  finest bui ld ings.  T h e  roads are rocky  and 
uneven, a n d  w h en  it  rains go ld  is o f ten  p icked  up in the
streets .  T h e  w o m e n  peeped through hal f  opened  b l inds to 
see the w on der fu l  sight o f  an Eng l ish  wom an and m y  l i tt le  
t e r r i e r  “  Pe t  ”  w h ic h  accompanied  me the w h o le  voyage .  
But the ir  cur ios ity  had not the least t inge o f  ru d eness :  on 
the contrary  w h e n e v e r  w e  w en t  into a shop w e  foun 
every  one most  c iv i l  and glad that w e  could speak w i th  
them in the ir  o w n  language. T h e y  a lw ays  asketi m e  had 
I come to teach m u s ic? ;  they could not understand our t r a ­
ve l l in g  so far for  p leasure .  T h e r e  are no carr iages ,  v e r y  
e w  horses, and c o w s  are trained to the saddle for m ak ing  

lonct jou rneys .  W e  made severa l  excurs ions  on foot,  in 
Spire o f  the rough roads and hot sun, and could not help  
^dm ir ing  the p ic turesque g ro u p in g  o f  the h i l ls  and the 
quaint old place. T h e  Bau camp ove r looks  the city : o n e
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o f  the so ld iers  sh o w ed  us a nugget  o f  4 oz .  pure  go ld ,  
w h ic h  he had recent ly  found, b rea k in g  som e stones near 
his tent.

T h e  w o m e n  w e a r  (bes ides  the cotton chem ise  and skirt )  
a red  f lannel scarf  fastened at the shou lder  ; th is  contrasts 
w e l l  w i th  the ir  dark  com p lex ions .  Both in Paraguay  and 
Matto-Grosso  w e  met  w i th  the grea tes t  c iv i l i t y  and a t t e n ­
t ion f r om  the local authorit ies .

A m o n g s t  our f e l l o w  t rave l l e rs  f r o m  Asunc ion  was  D r .  
P ed ra ,  C h ie f  o f  P o l ic e  o f  the P ro y in c e  o f  M at to -Grosso ,  to 
w h o s e  kindness w e  o w e  much o f  the p leasure  o f  our  v is i t  
to Curum ba  and Guyaba.
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X I X

T H E  JESUIT  M ISS IO N S  IN  P A R A G U A Y

A f t e r  passing a f e w  ve ry  pleasant days w e  bade a final 
adieu to Cuyaba, and em b ark ed  in the canoe. A  s trong 
current  s w e p t  us d o w n  the r i v e r  San A n ton io  in t w e l v e  
hours ,  and w e  found ou rse lves  once m ore  on board  the 
“ C o x ip o  ”  on our re turn  voyage .  W e  pass innum erab le  
ant hi l ls  ( I  forgot  to m ent ion  these b e fo re  ) : at a distance 
they  look  l ike  stumps o f  pa lm trees w h ich  have been burnt.  
S o m e  o f  these hil ls are o v e r  ten feet in he ight .  T h e  ant is 
one  o f  the curses o f  Brazi l .  In  some parts they march 
per iod ica l ly  in  armies ,  such m yr iads  together,  that the 
sound o f  the ir  c om in g  o v e r  the fal len leaves may be heard 
at some distance. Many projects  have been inefifectually 
m ade  for the ir  destruct ion. T h e  tu rkey  is a great  ant 
eater, and is v e r y  much encouraged at all the Fazendas.
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I t  has been said, and r ega rded  as a vu lgar  e r ro r ,  that  
ants cannot pass ove r  a l ine o f  chalk, : the fact, h o w e v e r ,  
is certain. T h e  e x p e r im e n t  was  tr ied at Malta, and the 
cause im m ed ia te ly  d is cove red .  T h e  fo rm ic  acid is so 
power fu l ,  that it acts upon the chalk ,  and the legs o f  the 
insect are burnt by the instantaneous e f fe rvescence .

On re turn  to Asunc ion  I r e m a in e d  a month  the guest o f  
the Brazi l ian Chargé  d ’ A f fa i res ,  Dr .  Cal lado, and his c h a rm ­
ing  wi fe ,  but for  w h o s e  k indness and hospita l i ty  perhaps  I 
should not have adm ired  Paraguay  so much. I  do not 
speak o f  i t  as a field for  em ig ra t ion ,  and I th ink  the p r o ­
m ote rs  o f  the schem e o f  b r in g in g  out the L in c o ln s h i r e  
fa rm ers  cannot be severe ly  enough  censured. T h e y  placed 
these poor  people  in the m id s t  o f  swam ps ,  exposed  to 
fevers  and agues, w i th o u t  houses o r  food ,  o r  the means o f  
ge t t ing  them.

T h e  country  is com p le te ly  ru ined .  W h a t  a change f r o m  
the days o f  the Jesuit Missions, the ru ins o f  w h o s e  w o r k s  
n o w  only remain  ! Than ks  to m y  k ind  f r iends  I v i s i t ed  
many o f  the ruins o f  the Jesuit reduct ions  o f  w h ic h  I g iv e  
a s l ight sketch.

In 1580 Fa ther  F ranc is  Solano, a F ranc iscan  fr ia r ,  came 
to Paraguay,  a fter  hav ing  preached to the Ind ians  o f  P e ru  : 
he was  accompanied  by severa l  m iss ionar ies  o f  h is  o rde r ,  
amongst  w h o m  w e r e  Fa thers  L o u is  Bolahos and A lo n z o  de 
San Buenaventura. These  miss ionar ies  founded  in the 
ne ighborhood  o f  A sunc ion  severa l  reduct ions ,  o f  wh ich  
a f e w  ex is ted  until 1848, such a sY ag u a ro n ,  L a p a p y ,  Gaaya- 
pa, and Yut i .  I t  was Saint F ranc is  So lano and Bolanos 
w h o  w r o t e  the first g ra m m a r  and ca thech ism  in Guarani.
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T h e s e  F ranc iscan  m iss ions  did not cause so m uch  a t t en ­
t ion  as those created  a f t e rw a rd s  by the Jesuits.

T h o m a s  F ie ld ,  an E ng l ishm an ,  and Fa th er  Ortega,  a Spa­
n iard ,  estab l ished  the first Jesuit m iss ion  in 1589. A  pes t i ­
lence w as  at that t im e  rag ing  in Asunc ion  and the 
adjacent country .  T h e  zeal and the in trep id  char i ty  w i t h  
w h ic h  the Jesuits sought out the in fected,  and m in is te red  
to the dy ing ,  ga ined th em  a good  repute.  A  chape l  and a 
d w e l l in g  place w e r e  bui l t  for  them at V i l la  R ica ,  b e in g  
th e i r  f irst es tab l ishm ent  in Paraguay .

T h e  P r o v in c e  was  inhabi ted  exc lu s ive ly  by the Guarani 
t r ibes ,  a peop le  amiab le  and agr icu ltura l ,  so o ften t o rm e n t ­
ed by hordes  o f  w a r l ik e  Tup is ,  that they cons idered  
them se lves  v e ry  happy in hav ing  the Span iards  as masters  
and de fenders .  So rap id  was the w o r k  o f  c onvers ion  that 
the miss ions  ex tended  all a long the upper  U ruguay .  But 
Mie Mamelukes  o f  San Paulo ,  a Por tuguese  co lony  o f  bandits  
and pirates, made raids against the pacif ic m iss ionar ies »  
cap tur ing  the conver ts ,  and se l l ing  them  as slaves. T h e  
Spanish G ove rn m en t  also persecuted  the poor  Ind ians ,  
w h o s e  magnif icent  t e r r i to ry  ex tended  for  15,000 square  
miles,* w h e re  there w e r e  th ir ty  f lour ish ing  m iss ions ,  w i th  
140,000 inhabitants,  labor ious  and w e l l  educated ; to-day 
the populat ion is not m ore  than 5,000, the ha l f  on ly  be ing  
natives, and the o ther  hal f  fo re igners .

Many Jesuits died de fend ing  the missions o f  Guayra 
against the Mamelukes;  but at last the Fa thers  w e re  ob l ig ­
ed to abandon San José, L o s  Ange les ,  San Pedro ,  San 
Cr istobal ,  Jesus Maria, San Joaquin, Santa Teresa ,  San 
Carlos,  Aposto les ,  and San Nicolas, w h e r e  100,000 Chr is t ian
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Ind ians  per ished  or  w e r e  taken p r isoners .  Fa th er  M ontoya  
reun i ted  12,000 o f  the su rv ivo rs ,  and em b a rk ed  in canoes 
on the upper  P a r a n á ; they came to T ra n q u e ra  de L o r e t t o  
and fo rm ed  a n e w  Chris t ian  R epu b l ic .  H e re  they  fou n ded  
the missions o f  L o r e t t o ,  L a  C ruz ,  San Migue l ,  Santa Maria ,  
San José, L o s  Martyres ,  San Car los  and Candelar ia .

D u r in g  a p e r iod  o f  140 years  the m iss ions  o f  the  Uruguay  
en joyed  per fec t  tranqui l l i ty  and made no tab le  p rog ress  in 
all useful arts. T h e r e  are sti l l  p r e s e r v ed  severa l  w o r k s  in 
Guarani, pr in ted  at Santa Maria  and San X a v i e r  b e tw e e n  the 
years  1705-1724, espec ia l ly  a Guarani vocabu la ry .

T ra v e r s e d  by  t w o  im m ense  r i v e r s  and w a te r e d  by  the ir  
num erous  aff luents the t e r r i to ry  o f  the M iss ions  is f e r t i l e ,  
p ic turesque in the mountainous part, and en joys  a per fec t  
c l imate .

T h e  sugar cane and ind igo  find here  a congen ia l  so i l  and 
g r o w  abundant ly ,  w h i l e  cotton, oranges ,  figs, v ines ,  
o l ives ,  peaches and fo r  the most  pa r t  all the f ru i t  trees o f  
Southern  E u rop e  g i v e  exce l len t  f r u i t : the m an d ioc ,  the 
potatoe, the batata, succeed w i t h  a lmost  e v e r y  o ther  v e ­
getable .  T h e  forests o f  the S ie rra  o f fer  m agn i f icen t  w o o d s  
fo r  bui ld ing,  w h ic h  requ ire  l i tt le labor to carry  f r o m  the 
Paraná or  the Uruguay .  In the fo rests  are also found 
im m ense  quant i t ies  o f  the prec ious plant cal led P a ra g u a ­
yan tea or maté, a f i rst  ob jec t  o f  necessity  fo r  the  P la t ine  po ­
pulat ion.

A d m ir a b l e  pasturages  here  feed thousands o f  cattle, and 
fo rm er ly  all a long  the lake Ib e ra  w e r e  m agn i f icen t  estan­
cias o r  catt le  farms be long ing  to the Jesuit c om m u n i ty ,  
per fec t ly  gove rned ,  and w h o s e  p roduct ion  w a s  im m ense .

V- *
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T h e  m inera l  k in g d o m  w a s  not less fa vo red .  In fact 
e v e r y th in g  usefu l  to man, the necessary  as w e l l  as the 
superf luous,  was  here united ,  and is sti l l  to be found here .

I t  is thus that the Jesuits gave  to the w o r l d  the r e m a r ­
kab le  ex a m p le  o f  thousands o f  savages,  g o v e rn e d  by the 
s im p le  author i ty  o f  a f e w  pr iests ,  w i th o u t  guards ,  w i th o u t  
s o l d i e r s ; that they led these be ings  essent ia l ly  indo len t  and 
lazy to produce  true  m irac les  under  the m ag ic  in f luence
o f  w o r k .

N o  matter  h o w  some peop le  may w i s h  to ju d ge  this G o v ­
e rnm ent ,  i t  cannot be  den ied  that the result  w as  m a g n i ­
ficent, that a hundred  thousand souls l i v ed  in lu x u ry ,  
w h e r e  to-day it is l i t t le  m o re  than a desert ,  and that 
im m ed ia te ly  the in te l l igent  hand w h ic h  g o v e rn e d  the 
P ro v in c e  o f  the Miss ions had been v io len t ly  w i t h d r a w n ,  
e v e r y th in g  there  fel l  again into chaos.

T h e  sys tem  o f  the Jesuits was  based on a com m u n i ty  o f  
goods,  and at the same t im e  on a mora l  d isc ip l ine  w i thou t  
exam p le  since the t im e  o f  the Christ ians in the R om an  
catacombs. A l l  h is tor ians praise the per fec t  m ora l i ty ,  
good  admin istrat ion  and m ater ia l  p rogress  w h ic h  d is ­
t ingu ished  the missions.  A l l  w e r e  ru led  in the same 
manner .  T h e  plaza in the centre  had on one side the church, 
on another  the col lege, and the rest was  occup ied  by an 
arsenal, and s tore-houses and w o r k m e n ’ s shops o f  e v e ry  
k ind. T h e  conver ts  w e r e  c lothed w i t h  garm ents  made f rom  
the cotton o f  the country ,  the men had shirts and 
short  trousers ,  the w o m e n  a long chemise  and petticoat.

Candelar ia  was the seat o f  governm ent ,  w h e re  res ided  
the ch ie f  o f  the Jesuits, w i th  t w o  others o f  the same
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order .  Each town  had schools w h e r e  all w e r e  taught read ­
ing, w r i t in g ,  dancing, music  and the d i f ferent  trades o^ 
carpinter,  locksmith ,  watch-maker ,  j e w e l l e r ,  sh oem aker  
&c. A t  the r is ing  o f  the sun all the inhabitants a ssem b led  
at Mass, and in the even in g  the to l l ing  o f  the be l l  s u m ­
moned them to Vespers .

T w i c e  a day the Chr ist ian doc tr ine  was  taught to the 
children. Baptisms w e r e  in the even ing ,  and w e d d in g s  
on feast days. C h a r l e vo ix  descr ibes  the  m agn i f i c en t  
processions held on the pr inc ipa l  feast days, and says 
the Indians w e r e  exce l len t  m us ic ians  and s ingers .  E v e r y  
Sunday there  was  a m i l i ta ry  l e v i e w  cons is t ing  o f  e x e r ­
cises o f  cava lry  and m i l i ta ry  -. good  ri f les Avere g iv en  as 
prem ium s.  T h is  precaut ion taken against the barbarous  
Pau l is ls  was  one o f  the pretexts  fo r  d isso lv ing  the M is ­
sions and expe l l ing  the Jesuits. In the year  1750 the 
Missions attained the ir  highest point o f  p rosper i ty  ; the 
churches w e re  go rgeous ly  decora ted  w i th  p rec iou s  j e w e l s  
and the r ichest stuffs p rocured  f rom  E u r o p e  on the su r ­
plus profits o f  the com m on  w o rk .  T h e  fame .spread o f  
the treasures o f  these countr ies ,  c losed upon the  rest  o f  the 
Spaniards,  for  the Jesuits had r em a ined  in d e x ib le  to th e i r  
r igh t  o f  guard ing  the neophytes  f r o m  the  rest  o f  the w o r ld .  
T h e y  spoke o f  m ines  o f  go ld  and s i l v e r  e x p lo r e d  in 
s e c re t ;  this was  com p le te ly  false as events  p ro ved  later- 
Such was the w a y  taken by the enem ies  o f  the Jesuits to 
exp la in  the richCs w h ich  w e r e  on ly  due to good  o rga n isa ­
tion and w o r k .  T h e i r  enem ies  in Madr id  r ep resen ted  
that the m iss ionar ies  held an ex e rc is e  o f  50,000 men w e l l  
equ ip ped .

I
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N o tw i th s ta n d in g  this, w h en  the V ic e ro y  Buccarel l i  p r o ­
ceeded to en force  the decree  issued by Char les  I I I .  on the 
‘^nd A p r i l  1767, for  the expuls ion of the Jesuits f rom  Spam 
L d  its co lonies,  instead of  encounter ing  an arm ed  force  
to oppose  his decree ,  he m et  the same arms w h ich  had 
se rved  fo r  the conquest  o f  the country ,  a crucif ix ,  a rosary
and a b r e v ia ry .  T h u s  were ruined for  e v e r  these f lour ish ­
ing  colonies w h ic h  had cost 150 years  o f  labor and
t h e  blood  o f  the first Jesuits w h o  had charge  o f  them .

T h e  ruins o f  the o ld  churches  are m os t  in te re s t in g :  in 
som e  w e  found some rare  old carv ing  in w o o d  o f  the coun­
try .  In P a r a g u a r i  there  is a curious o ld  tabernacle o f  b lack  
w o o d  inlaid in a v e ry  curious fashion w i th  s i lver .  T h e  poor  
peop le  o f  Paraguay have sti l l  p rese rved  all the outer  fo rm s  
o f  r e l ig ion ,  and be l ie ve  in the same tenets and pr inc ip les  as 
taught by the Jesuits, no tw i ths tand ing  the demora l iza t ion  
caused by the tyrant F ra n c ia ’ s p roh ib i t in g  marr iage ,  and 
the despot ism o f  the two  L o p e z  rulers.

» .

HI



H 2  FROM EUROPE TO PARAGUAY AND MATTO-GROSSO

X X .

R E T U R N  TO  B U E NO S  A Y R E S

V e r y  ear ly  in the m orn in g  w e  hurr ied  to the  “  Jauru ”  
steamer,  w h ic h  ca rr ied  us only  too soon out o f  s ight o f  A s u n ­
cion, en route  fo r  flat and u n in te res t in g  Buenos A y r e s .  
Aga in  sk i r t in g  the Gran Chaco, e v en  c loser  than be fo re .  
T h i s  enorm ous  tract o f  country  cove rs  200,000 square  
miles ,  and extends  f r o m  the f ron t ie r  o f  Bo l iv ia  to the 
p rov in ce  o f  Santa Fé ,  a long the w es te rn  bank o f  the  r i v e r s  
Paraguay  and Paraná. I t  is peop led  by w a n d e r in g  t r ib es  
o f  Ind ians,  the pr inc ipa l  o f  w h ich ,  bes ides  those  I  have 
a lready m ent ioned ,  are the M ocov is ,  A b ip on e s ,  Tobas ,  
Ocolas and Matacos. T h e  w o r d  Chaco is o f  Quichua o r i ­
g in ,  and signif ies a g roup  o f  Guanacos h id in g  in the
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mountains.  T h e  Incas o f  Peru  gave  the name to this 
t e r r i to ry  because some o f  the t r ibes  did not  w ish  to be 
under  the ir  dom in ion  and took  re fuge  on the eastern side 
o f  the C o rd i l l e ra .  T h e  Gran Chaco has never  been 
th o rough ly  exp lo red ,  o w in g  to the fear  o f  Ind ians  : that 
part  o f  it l y ing  a long the side o f  the r i v e r s  is low  and 
s w a m p y ,  but the in te r io r  is said to be high, it is most ly  
covered  w i th  magn i f icent ,  trees. In some places are the 
ruins o f  Jesuit Missions.

Once m ore  in front  o f  Buenos A i r e s ;  the same shaky old 
m o le .  T h e  air cannot be so pure  as when  first the Spaniards 
landed on its shores  and exc la im ed  “  Que buenos ayres  ! ”  
T h e n  there  was  no heed o f  the eng ineer  : sc ience n ow  has 
to rep lace  nature, and endeavour  by its aid to rega in  the 
reputat ion o f  good  air ga ined for Buenos A i r e s  by its 
founders ,  and lost th rough  the faults o f  the ir  descendants.

A f t e r  three months  w ander ings  in savage land, w e  arrived 
in t ime to accept an invitat ion to an underground breakfast, 
to w i tness  one o f  the t r ium phs  o f  c iv i l iza t ion .  T h e  breakfast 
was  g iven  by the c o m m it te e  o f  the c ity  im p ro vem en ts  
des igned by Mr. Bateman, and executed  by contractors 
under the superv is ion  o f  Mr. l l i g g in .  T h e  place chosen 
for descent was at the Paseo Julio, w h e re  one o f  the p r in ­
cipal s torm -dra ins  opens into the R iv e r  Plate through a 
handsom e a rch w ay .  Descend ing  by a stair-case espec ia l­
ly made for the occasion, w e  e i i tered a magni f icent  vaulted 
avenue l ike  the Tham es  tunnel and l ighted by innum erab le  
candles. A t  e ve ry  200 ya rds  w e  saw openings  to a l low  
the escape o f  w o rk m e n  w ho  m igh t  be down  b e lo w  when  a 
sudden fall o f  rain v.'ould cause a i lood in the storm 
dra in .  i
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A t  severa l  points w e r e  a rchways  : at one o f  these w e  
found another staircase, w h ich  w e  ascended and saw  thef
sewers  and the cham bers  for separatin^^ the sew age  f rom  
the storm drainage. T l iese  w e re  all lit for some yards w i th  
candles, causing a wonder fu l  effect and im press ing  us all 
w i th  the magnitude  and finish o f  these w o rk s .  W e  des­
cended again into the s to rm -sew e r ,  and fo l low ed  this 
tunnel for  t w o  miles ,  preceded  by a band be long ing  to the 
Po l ice ,  unti l  w e  reached the breakfast  tables, w h ic h  w e r e  
tasteful ly  decorated w i th  the A rg en t in e ,  Eng l ish ,  i la l ian  
and other  flags. T h e  a tm osphere  was not unpleasant,  
though rather w arm .  C ove rs  w e r e  laid for 200 persons,  
and the g lare  o f  hundreds  o f  w a x  l ights  th r e w  a sp lendour  
upon the strange scene o f  an underground  ‘ d e j e u n e r . ’ T h e  
music  had a pecul iar effect in the vau lted  ga l ler ies .  
A f te r  wa lk ing another  m i le  w e  ascended to day l igh t ,  at the 
Once Se t iem bre ,  hav ing been four  hours in the subterranean  
depths.

f ew  days after the underground breakfast,  w e  s tarted  
to v is i t  Neg re t t i .  T h i s  cha rm ing  estancia is about tw en ty  
tw o  leagues south o f  Buenos A y r e s ,  and w i th in  its ga les  w e  
can forget that \ve are in the w i ld s  o f  South A m e r ic a ;  
su rrounded  by trees and gardens,  where  e v e r y  European  
fru i t  and f l ow e r  (as w e l l  as trop ica l )  are to be found.

To -d ay  l a w n - t e n n i s ; t o -m o r r o w  Po lo ,  r id ing ,  d r i v i n g ’ 
shoot ing  or  l ishing. Hav ing  e v e ry  com fo r t  o f  c iv i l ised  l i fe  
h ow  happy the days pass ! A nd  when  a casual v is i to r  f r o m  
England stays at Negret t i  w i th  its k ind host can it be 
w on d e red  that he re turns to the old country  s o m e w h a t  
erroneousl ) i  impressed  w i th  the p leasures  o f  cam[> li fe in
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South A m er ica  ? T h e  business o f  an estanciero  is to i l som e 
enough :  i t i s .m o r e  or less the same all through the c ou n try ,  
and I have already descr ibed  it dur ing  our v is i t  to the 
Cerru  Co lo rado ,  in Banda Oriental,  w h e r e  w e  passed so 
many pleasant weeks.

(■

Page  10 
Page  
Page  71 
Page  80

Errata

l ine \o 
line Í21 
line "20 
l ine i

read v i e w s  
read i im
read Fe l ic ia  l l em ans  
read knives

N O T E —In  page 52 m ention is made of Oapb. M acN am ara. L ast 
year a fisherman of Colonia found a sword, covered m th  seashells, 
and presented it to  M ajor Munro, H. M . Consul at M. V ideo,
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[hy Lieut. Baird ,  I I .  M. S. Cracker, as fa r  as Asuncion, 
and the rest a  medium computation o f  the figures o f  ^ 
old pilots).

miles. Miles.

Martin  Garc ia  . . 40 V i l la  Occ identa l  . 979
Boca de Guazú. . 58 M anduv irâ  . . . 1002
San P ed ro . . 150 V i l l a  Rosar io  . . 1049
San Nicolas . 207 San P e d ro  . . . 1005
Rosar io  . . . . 259 Concepc ion .  . . 1150
San L o r e n z o  . . 2741 San Sa lvador  . . 1219
Diamante  . . 317 R io  Apa  . . . 1301
Paraná . . . . 352 F e c h o  dos M orros 1301
L a  Paz . . . . 458 Mt. O lym p o .  . . 1401
Goya . . . . . 583 Bahia Negra  . . 1517
Bella V ista . . . 030 F t .  C o im b ra  . . 1550
C orr ien tes  . . . 710 A lb u q u e r q u e  . . 1010
C e r r i t o  . . . . 734 C u ru m b a  . . . 1701
l lum ai tá .  . . . 758 D o ra d o s .  . . . 1809
P i l a r . . . . . . . . . . . . . 782 Bananal . . . . 1802
V i l la  Franca  . . 835 T r è s  I l e rm a n o s  . 1917
Oliva . . . . . 871 « I ta ic is  r e e f  . . . 2073
Vi Beta . . ' . . 935 San A n to n io  . . 2119 *
.\suncion . . . 950 Cuyaba  . . . . 2140

Being  equal to 2,500 Eng l ish  statute miles .














