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BRAZILIAN SUGAR MILL.

History tells us that in 1548, the Jews of
Portugal being banished to Brazil, procured
sugar-canes from Madeira, and thus began the
cultivation of the cane in South America.

But, there can be no doubt that this was a
work of supererogation, and that the cane was
indigenous both to the American continent and
islands. It is not for the plant itself, which
flourished spontaneously when it was discovered
by Columbus, but for the secret of making sugar
from it, that the New World is indebted to the
Spanish and Portuguese; and these to the nations
of the East. Be thisas it may, Brazil is now one
of the principal sources whence are derived the
supplies of sugar required for the European and
American Markets.

The first stage of the manufacture of Sugar in
Brazil is to crush it in a mill. The cane being
ripe, it is cut close to the ground, and all the
leaves are stripped off, which, with the rubbish,
are left until the whole field be cut, when they

are burnt; and immediately afterwards the roots
B




2 BRAZILIAN SUGAR-MILL.

are irrigated. In some parts of South America,
the cane is carried to the mill on the backs of
asses, and elsewhere in carts drawn by oxen or
mules.

The labours of the sugar plantation must be so
distributed, that the different operations go onat
the same time. While some negroes cut the
canes, others convey them to the mill, where
they are ground as fast as they arrive. The
juice extracted from the cane is immediately
subjected to the process for converting it into
sugar. Every thing must be done at once: if the
sugar-cane is not pressed as soon as cut, it under-
goes a fermentation, which affects the saccharine
portion, rendering the manufacture very difficult,
and the results less favourable. If the juice be
not exposed to the fire as soon as expressed, i1t
contracts a degree of acidity, which greatly em-
barrasses the refiner. The West India colonists
are so well convinced of the celerity requisite in
the different operations, that, from the moment
when they begin to cut the cane, the labours of
the plantation continue day and night. The
negroes are divided into four companies or
relievers, like sailors in the navigation of a vessel,
and there is no intermission except on Sunday.
The Mill for pressing the cane generally con-









BRAZILIAN SUGAR-MILL. 3

sists of three vertical, groved, brass cylinders,
which are put in motion by two pairs of oxen,
yoked to opposite points of alarge wooden wheel,
placed above the cylinders and attached at its
centre to the axle of the central cylinder, the cogs
or teeth of which communicate the rotatory motion
to the other two. This tardy method of pressing
is used on many plantations in South America;
but in some mills, vertical water wheels supply
the place of the bullocks, one wheel being
attached to each mill. There is, however, great
room for improvement, particularly in the adop-
tion of iron cog and lantern wheels, or, at least,
of metal cogs to the large wheels, iron axle trees,
&c.; but, rude as the present plan is, by it the
expense of keeping a considerable number of oxen
is avoided. Again, one water-mill, constructed
with accurate dimensions, will furnish, in twenty-
four hours, sufficient juice of the cane for one
hundred and sixty forms of rough sugar, each
weighing fifty-four pounds; while a mill worked
with mules, in whatever manner it may be con-
ducted, will not furnish more than half the
quantity.




STEAM FLOATING BRIDGE.

IT is needless to investigate ancient authors for
a description of the primitive bridge, as its origin
and elementsare to be found in uncultivated nations
of modern times. Stepping-stones, in shallow
rivers, covered with planks from stone to stone,
exhibitthe incipient principles of piers and arches,
which science has brought to their present per-
fection. In deeper rivers, an accumulation of
stones forms a loftier pier; and, where the open-
ings were sufficiently narrow and the slabs of stone
sufficiently long, or the art and strength of the
untaught architect sufficient to the task, a road-
way was formed from pier to pier, like the primi-
tive Tuscan temple. The earliest mention of a
bridge in history, is that stated by Herodotus, to
have been built by Queen Nitocris, across the
Euphrates, at Babylon, to connect the two portions
of the city lying on either shore.

It is pleasing to trace the various formation of
bridges, from the natural one formed of trunks of
trees, which had fallen across a rivulet, or masses
of rock wedged in a mountain fissure, presenting
models for imitation where such did not already
exist—such was the idea Nature gave to man for
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the means of making a transit from shore to
shore—andnobly has he performed and improved
the hint given him, as is evidenced frem the sim-
ple rope-bridge of the South Americans, to that
beauteous master-piece of art, Waterloo-bridge.

There is a Steam Floating Bridge in use across
an arm of the sea between Torpoint and Newpas-
sage, Devonport, and which answers the purpose
for which it was built most completely. The
plan adopted is, to lay down two parallel chains
across the river, which are fastened to each shore,
and lie on the bottom, so as to be no impediment
to navigation. It turns two wheels, over which
the chains pass, and by means of them, the float-
ing-bridge is safely drawn across with the greatest
facility, which is highly desirable, as the above
Ferry, which is the most important in the
kingdom, is stated to be the most hazardous, and
the detention by the old method of conveyance
very uncertain.

Floating bridges, or bridges of boats, which,
though commonly only temporary works, to faci-
litate military operations in war, are yet adopted
on some occasions as permanent bridges over ri-
vers; this isthe case atSt. Petersburgh, Presburg,
Coblentz, and other continental towns.

B 2
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ASIATIC AND AFRICAN CONDESCENSION.

InTurkey, the Grand Seigniorevery morning in
his progress from the apartments of his favourite
Sultana to his morning prayer, receives in person
the petitions of the meanest of the faithful, In
the year 1695, Yamausc, the Grand Vizier of
Mustapha IV. and the son of Fatima, his favourite
mistress, was empaled, because he stood between

his sovereign and the Petition of a poor shoemaker
of the Crimea.

In Persia, the Schah, or king, sits three days in
the week upon his throne to give public audience,
and any minister who Prevents even the poorest
Persian from free access to his royal master,
undergoes a painful but ludicrous punishment,
The hinder part of his body is bereft of the skin,
and under a burning sun, upon a saddle of yellow
leather, the criminal is forced to ride upon an
ass through the streets of Toheran, with a label
round his neck proclaiming his offence.,

The Dey of Algiers, in the apartments of his
Zehana, every morning administers Justice to, and
hears the complaints of, his people ; and Moham-
med Mahadi, in the year 1478, put out the eyes
of his Sultana Zegavia, because she detained him
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beyond the hour when his subjects were accus-
tomed to carry their petitions to the foot of his
throne.

In China, the emperor, though secluded from
the world, is never for a moment inaccessible to
his people. Surrounded by ministers, by mis-
tresses, and minions, degradation and death await
upon even the greatest favourite who intercepts
the supplications of the people in their passage
to his foot-stool.

In the Missionary History of China we read
that, in the year 1685, the emperor Tehun-Tsong
bastinadoed and cut off the ears of his grand
Chawlaa, or favourite, Yan-Mo-Ut-Chin, a white
eunuch, because he told a silk weaver of Canton
that the emperor had something else to do besides
listening to the catalogue of his grievances.

Evenamongst the Galla, the most savage nation
in Africa, we read in Bruce, that every fifth day
the king dresses himself ir fresh drawn entrails,
and seating himself upon the reeking hide of a
cow, killed newly for the occasion, listens to the
simple complaints of his naked and oily subjects.
Wasili Oslro, prime minister of that nation, was
flayed alive, because he plotted with Ozaro Hert,
the king’s mistress, for the purpose of preventing
Gorgi, the fourth sovereign of the Galla nation,
from receiving the petition of one of his slaves.




CONTRIVANCES OF THE ARABS.

The * following anecdote is given by M. de
Brussiere, as an illustration of the adroitness
and audacity of the Arabsin some of their thefts:
—An Arab introduced himself, by creeping on
all fours, like a quadruped, into the tent in which
one of the Beys was reposing, carrying off his
clothes and arms, with which he attired himself.
On quitting the tent very early in the morning,
and assuming the manner and haughty carriage of
the chief, whom he left asleep, so imposed upon
the attendants by his appearance, that they led
forth their master’s horse, which the Arab
mounted and rode off; without creating suspicion.
An hour afterwards, the servants were surprised
at hearing the voice of the Bey, proceeding from
the tent, calling for assistance. The latter was
still more astonished than his servants, the bold-
ness and adroitness of the thief appeared to him
totally incomprehensible. After several weeks
spent in fruitless endeavours to discover the
delinquent, the Bey announced a free pardon to
whomsoever would acknowledge in what manner
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his arms had been removed from under the pillow
on which he slept. Some days afterwards, the
1dentical Arab presented himself before the Bey,
and reminded him of his proclamation, motioned
him to recline on his couch and remain silent,
whilst he should explain the mode by which he
effected the robbery. The Arab forthwith dressed
and armed himself as before, left the tent, and
again deceived the domestics, who brought out
for his use a valuable and favourite horse, and,
moreover, handed him a most magnificent pipe,
supposing all the time that they were waiting
on their master. During the whole of this scene,
the Bey, who saw what was passing, was convulsed
withlaughter, but his merriment was soon checked,
when his prototype fairly made off, at full gallop,
with his weapons and baggage.

LeBAnoN.—The height of Mount Lebanon is
sald to be 9,535 feet above the level of the sea,
which, although 1,400 feet lower than Mount
Etna, is more than twice the height of Ben
Nevis (4,370), the most elevated point in the
British dominions.




RIO DE JANEIRG

Is the capital of the empire of Brazil, one of the
richest regionsof the earth, comprising the eastern
and central parts of South America. Its condi-
tion exhibits the brightest influence of civiliza-
tion in the new world ; and, as pertinently obser-
ved by Dr. Von Spix, who visited Rio in 1817:
“If any person considering that this is a new
continent, discovered only three centuries ago,
should fancy that nature must be here still en-
tirely rude, mighty, and unconquered, he would
believe, at least, here in the capital, that he was
in some other part of the globe : so much has the
influence of the civilization of ancient and en-
lightened Europe effaced the character of an
American wilderness in this point of the colony.”

Rio is washed by the South Atlantic Ocean,
being situated on the western shore of the great
bay from which it takes its name, which extends
from the city northwards 1nto the continent, about
three times as far as the distance to the ancho-
rage, and occupies the north-east part of a tongue
of land of an irregularly quadrangular shape.
The oldest and most important part of the city is
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RIO DE JANEIRO. 11

builtalong the shore,in the formof an oblong quad-
rangle, lying N.W. and S.E. The ground is, for
the most part, level and low; but at the northern
end are five hills, which come so near the sea
as to leave room for only one street by the sea-
side; while towards the south ard south-east,
the city 1s commanded by several promontories
of the Corcovado. The more ancient part of the
city is traversed by eight narrow parallel streets,
crossed by othersatright angles. The Campode
S. Anna, a large square to the west of the old
city, separates it from the new town. The latter,
which has risen for the most part since the royal
family of Brazil removed here in 1808, is connec-
ted with the south-western quarter by the bridge
of St. Diogo, thrown over a salt-water inlet; and
on the north-west, the extensive suburb of Catum-
bi leads to the royal palace of S. Cristovao.
Under the lower eminences of the Corcovado,
the church of Nossa Senhora da Gloria forms a
conspicuous object, commanding the southern
part of the city. Further southward detached
rows of houses occupy the two semicircular bays
of Catete and Bota Fogo, and single houses are
scattered in the picturesque valleys which inter-
sect the Corcovado. The hills along the north-
eastern bank are partly covered with large build-
ings. The ancient college of the Jesuits, the
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convent of the Benedictines, and episcopal
palace, and the Forte da Conceicao, have, from
the sea, a grand appearance. The residence for-
merly occupied by the viceroys, which, after the
arrival of the court of Lisbon, was enlarged by the
addition of the Carmelite convent, and fitted for
the royal family, stands in the plain. Altogether,
the approach to Rio is extremely picturesque.
The first land that is seen on approaching the
coast from Europe, is Cape Fric, distant between
sixty and seventy miles from Rio. From this
point to the city, a succession of interesting
objects present themselves, among which is seen
the lofty peak of the Corcovado. The entrance
of the bay is protected chiefly by the fort of
Santa Cruz. In the interior of the bay, the most
important works are the Fort de Villegagnon (so
named from the French adventurer), and that o-
Ilha das Cobras, both on small islands. Not far
from the city on the latter island state crimi-
nals are confined. In the city itself, besides the
Forte da Conceicao already mentioned, towards
the north-west part of it, there are the batteries
of Monte on the south-east ; and the inlet of Bota
Fogo is covered by the lines of Praya-vermelha.
The harbour is one of the mest capacious, com-
modious, and beautifulin the world. The imme-
diate back-ground of the city is formed by beauti-
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ful green hills, covered with woods, and inter-
spersed with villas and convents, while the fore-
ground is enlivened by the vessels of all nations.
The bay contains nearly a hundred islands.

Far more has been done for this beautiful por-
tion of the new world by nature than by man.
The style of architecture in Rio 1s, in general,
mean, resembling that of the old part of Lisbon;
and though this town has always ranked as the
most important in Brazil, or as second only to
Bahia at the time that the latter was the seat of
government, yet it is only since the emigration of
the court, that it has assumed the character of a
European city.

When the Court first arrived at Rio, the popu-
lation of the city was not a hundred thousand.
But, upwards of twenty thousand Europeans ac-
companied the Government; hence Brazilian
manners gave way to those of Europe. A royal
military academy was founded in 1810, and skil-
ful mechanics of all countries were encouraged.
A library arranged 'in a suitable edifice is said to
contain 70,000 volumes, which the king brought
with him from Portugal.

The stimulus given to commerce diffused a
considerable degree of opulence; and the ambas-
sadors from the European powers, who had

C
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14 RIO DE JANEIRO.

accompanied the Court, with other wealthy
foreigners, introduced a luxury and refinement of
manners to which Rio had hitherto been a stran-
ger. In 1818, the number both of Portuguese
and Brazilian inhabitants had still farther in-
creased; and the population both of the capital
and of the interior was swelled by emigrants from
the Spanish provinces, from the United States of
the North, from England, France, Sweden, and
Germany.

To pursue the description of the capital; the
streets, which are straight and narrow, are paved
with granite,and provided with a raised pavement
for foot-passengers; but they are sparinglylighted,
and ouly for a few hours in the night, by the
lamps placed before the images of the Virgin.
The houses, which are generally of two stories,
and low and narrow in proportion to their depth,
are, for the most part, built of blocks of granite;
the upper story, however, is often of wood. The
thresholds, door-posts, lintels and window-frames
are of massy quartz, or feldspar, brought from
Bahia in a state ready for use. ‘The roofs are uni-
versally covered with semitubular tiles. The
lower story 1s commonly occupied by the shop and
warehouse; the second, (and third, if there be
one,) by the family apartments, to which there

Y
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RIO DE JANEIRO. 15

are long and narrow passages taken from the
ground-floor, and communicating with the street.
In the out-skirts of the town the streets are un-
paved, and the houses are of only one floor, low,
small, and dirty, with the doors and windows of
lattice-work, opening outward to the annoyance
of passengers. Therents of houses are nearly as
high as they are in London.

Churches and convents are almost the only
public buildings in Rio, that deserve notice.
Among the former, those of Da Candelaria, S.
Francisco, and Sta. Paula, are in the best style
of architecture; but that of Nossa Senhora da
Gloria, is the most striking from its situation.

None of the churches have either any fine paint-
ings or works of sculpture, but only rich gilding.
The religious establishments comprise three mo-
nasteries, Benedictine, Franciscan,and Carmelite;
a Franciscan nunnery ; a nunnery of Theresans; an
hospice of the almoners of the Holy Land ; a misere-
cordia, with its hospital; a foundling hospital,
established in 1738 (which, within sixty years from
that period, received nearly 5,000 infants) ; and a
recolhimento for female orphans, born in wedlock
and of white parents, where they remain till they
are portioned off in marriage from the funds of this
munificent institution; together with somesmaller

monastic and charitable institutions.
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The royal palace skirts the beach, and is seen
to great advantage from the principal landing-
place, which is within sixty yards of the doors.
It is small, ill-constructed, and inconvenient,
The palace of the bishop, which stands on a high
hill north of the city, is superior to that of the
royal family. The custom house is a miserable
building. The inns are abominably bad. The
new mint, the naval and the military arsenals, are
called magnificent buildings, but they present a
very poor appearance to the eyes of a European.

Though, in proportion to the size and the wants
of the city, Rio has but a scanty supply of water,
there are several public fountains, and new ones
are continually being erected. The aqueduct by
which those fountainsare supplied,isanoble work,
and is described as the finest piece of architecture
of which the city can at present boast. It was
completed in the year 1740, and is an imitation of
the one at Lisbon, erected by John V. It con-
sists of two walls, about six feet high, arched over,
with sufficient space for workmen to enter it
occasionally, and pass through its whole length,
At suitable intervals there are openings for the
admission of light and air. Within is laid the
canal, about eighteen inches wide, twenty-four
deep, and three miles long.

Lancasterian and other schools, are spreading
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in all directions ; but persons of fortune have their
children prepared by private tutors for the uni-
versity of Coimbra.

Music is cultivated at Rio with enthuslasm
and success; the guitar here, as in the south,
being the favourite instrument. A decided pre-
ference is shown by the higher classes for the
French language and French literature. The
general knowledge of French has not, however,
banished the mother tongue in the higher classes.
With the exception of the court, and those im-
mediately belonging to it, the French and English
languages are spoken only by the men, and are
therefore seldom used in company. In 1817,
there were only two indifferent booksellers’ shops
at Rio, and only two newspapers were published
in the whole kingdom. Even these were not
then read with general interest.

The population of Rio de Janeiro amounts to
150,000, two-thirds of whom are black. Rio is
still infamous as a mart for negro slaves, although
the trade has been much restricted by the govern-
ment. Thecityis the great emporium of Brazilian
commerce, especially of all the mining districts;
and to the smaller ports of Brazil, Rio exports all
sorts of Luropean goods.
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SHRINES AND PILGRIMAGES

Give me my scallop-shell of quiet,
My staff of faith to walk upon;
My scrip of joy, immortal diet ;
My bottle of salvation ;
My gown of glory, (hope’s true gage,)
And then I’ll take my pilgrimage,”
Sir Walter Raleigh.

THE custom of making pilgrimages to spots of
reputed sanctity, prevailed to a great extent in
the latter ages of paganism, and, coupled with a
reverence for relics, was transferred, at a very
early period, to the Christian church. Journeys
of this kind to Jerusalem are mentioned in the
third century ; and, in the fourth, they are said,
by St. Jerome, to have been common from all
parts of the Roman empire. The custom of
worshipping the relics of martyrs also prevailed
in Egypt in the same century. It was, however,
much later before such practice became esta-
blished in its full extent; probably, not till the
time of the Crusades. In England there were
few shrines or relics of great repute, which dated
beyond this period. In some of the most cele-
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brated, as that of the Virgin of Walsingham, and
the true blood at Hailes, the sacred materiel was
professedly imported by the Crusaders; whilst
the greatest of all, the shrine of Becket, at
Canterbury, derived its existence from an event
as late as the twelfth century.

The passion of visiting shrines and other
sacred places, appears, in the middle ages, to
have prevailed pre-eminently in England. In
the days of Bede (in the seventh and eighth cen-
turies), a pilgrimage to Rome was held to be a
great virtue. In later ages, the  shadow” of
St. James, at Compostella, was chiefly visited by
English pilgrims, and appears to have been set
up to divert a part of the inundation which
flowed upon Rome.

In the days of Chaucer, it seems to have been
almost as fashionable to make occasional visits to
the tomb of some favourite saint, as it now 1s to
frequent the different watering-places.

In the number of her domestic shrines,
England alone exceeded all other countries.
Thirty-eight existed in Norfolk alone; and to
one of these, that of our Lady of Walsingham,
Erasmus says, every Englishman, not regarded
irreligious, invariably paid his homage. The
pilgrims who arrived at Canterbury, on the
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sixth jubilee of the translation of Becket, are
said to have exceeded one hundred thousand; a
number which, if correctly given, must have
comprised nearly a twentieth of the entire popu-
lation of the kingdom. Even on the eve of the
Reformation, when pilgrimage had much declined,
itappears that upwards of five hundred devotees,
bringing money or cattle, arrived in one day at
an obscure shrine in Wales. These facts give
some idea of the extent to which pilgrimages
were carried in this country, and impart a pecu-
liar interest to the subject.

The pilgrimages of the middle ages may be
divided into four classes—first, pilgrimages of
penance or devotion to foreign shrines ; secondly,
pilgrimages of the same kind to English shrines;
thirdly, pilgrimages to medical or charmed
shrines ; and, fourthly, vicarious pilgrimages
for the good of the soul of the principal. Other
kinds have been enumerated; but these contain
all which had any professed reference to devotion.

The professional costume of a pilgrim isusually
described as consisting of a long, coarse, russet
gown with large sleeves, and sometimes patched
with crosses; a leathern belt worn round the
shoulders or loins, a bowl or bag suspended
from it; a round hat turned up in front, and
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stuck with scallop shells, or small leaden images
of saints; a rosary of large beads hanging from
the neck or arm, and a long walking-staff (the
bourdon), hooked like a crosier, or furnished
near the top with two hollow balls, which were
occasionally used as a musical instrument.
Before setting out, the pilgrim received conse-
cration, which was extended also to the several
articles of his attire. On a certain day, he
repaired to the church, and, after making con-
fession, he prostrated himself before the altar,
where certain prayers and masses were said over
him, ending with the Gloria Patri, Ad te,
Domine, levavi, and the Miserere. He then
arose, and the priest consecrated his scrip and
staff, sprinkling each with holy water, and placing
the former round his neck, and the latter in his
hand. Ifhe were goingto Jerusalem, the crosses
of his gown were sprinkled in the same way,
and publicly sewed upon his garment. The
service then ended with the mass, De iter
agentibus ; and, on the day of taking his depar-
ture, he was sometimes led out of the parish in
procession, with the cross and holy water borne
before him. Before commencing his journey,
he also settled his worldly affairs, and frequently
gave a part of his goods to religious uses. In
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Blomefield’s WNorfolk, an instance is cited of a
pilgrim who insured the prayers of a religious
house during his absence, by a gift of cattle and
corn, and gave the reversion of his estates to it,
if he should not return. Such acts of generosity
had, probably, a reference to the protection which
the church bestowed on these devotees. During
their absence their property was secured from
injury, nor could they be arrested or cast in any
civil ‘process. The most desperate characters
respected the sanctity of their profession, and, in
some instances, have been known, after robbing
them by the way, to restore all they had taken
from them. The pilgrims to foreign places were
compelled, by a law of 9 Edward IIIL. to embark
and return by Dover, “in relief and comfort of
the said town;” and, in 13 Richard IL., 1389, at
the request of the *barons of Dover,” who
alluded to this ordinance, the king commanded,
that all pilgrims and others, excepting soldiers
and merchants, should embark at Plymouth or
Dover, and no where else, without special
license from the king himself: those, however,
who wished to go to Ireland, might embark
where they pleased. From the reason assigned
by the barons for their petition, it has been
inferred that the restriction arose from a desire
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to check the smuggling which is said to have
been extensively carried on by persons in this
disguise. At Dover, too, was founded a hospital
called the Maison Dieu, for the reception of
poor pilgrims; a considerable portion of which
building remains to the present day.

In the order of foreign pilgrims must be
reckoned the palmers ; a class of men whose real
history and condition are little known, though
the name is familiar to the readers of Scott’s
Ivanhoe. Their designation is supposed to have
been derived from the palm (the symbol of Pales-
tine), branches of which were brought home by
them, as evidences of their journey. The dis-
tinction between them and ordinary pilgrims has
been defined as follows: ¢ The pilgrim had
some home or dwelling place; but the palmer
had none. The pilgrim travelled to some certain
designed place; but the palmer to all. The
pilgrim went at his own charges; but the palmer
professed wilful poverty, and went upon alms.
The pilgrim might give over his profession, and
return home; but the palmer must be consistent
till he obtained his palm by death.” These
distinctions, however, were not invariably pre-
served: and it would be, perhaps, difficult to
determine any that were so. The profession of
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a palmer was, at first, voluntary, and arose in
that rivalry of fanaticism which existed in the
earlier part of the middle ages. But, afterwards,
in the tenth and eleventh centuries, it was not
unfrequently imposed as a penance; and by a
law of Henry 1., priests who revealed the confes-
sional were punished by these perpetual pilgrim-
ages, amounting to banishment. In some cases,
a variety of severe conditions were added to the
sentence. Some who were thus condemned,
were made to wander about almost naked, carry-
ing rings and chains of iron; and others were
bound, in all their journeys, to kneel down at
short intervals and beat the earth with the palms
of their hands. There can be no doubt that
these forms of penance were actually inflicted ;
but to what extent, in any particular age, it is
1mpossible to ascertain. May not, however, the
palm penance have furnished the denomination
of palmers ?

The Maltese are noted for raising their disso-
nant voices to the highest pitch, as well in con-
versation with each other, asin erying the various
articles they vend in the streets.
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THE GREEKS.

NEXT to the pleasure which is enjoyed by
the traveller in contemplating the ruins of
Greece, must be ranked that of observing the
simplicity of the manners of the present inhabi-
tants with those of theancients. In many of the
ordinary practices of life this resemblance is
striking. The hottest hours of the day are still
devoted to sleep, as they were in the times re-
corded by Xenophon, when Conon attempted to
escape from the Lacedozemnians at Lesbos, and
when Phcebidas surprised the citidel of Thebes.
The Greeks still feed chiefly upon vegetables,
and salted or pickled provisions. The eye-brows
of the Greek women are still blackened by art,
and their cheeks painted occasionally with red
and white, as described by Xenophon. This
latter custom, in particular, is universal in Zante,
among the upper classes. The laver, from which
water 1s poured upon the hand previous to
eating, appears by many passages in the Odyssey
to have been a common utensil in the time of
Homer; and something like the small movable

table, universally used in the Levant, seems to
D
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have been common among the ancient Greeks:
according to Herodotus, in his description of
the banquet given by the Theban Antaginas to
Mardonius and the chiefs of the Persian army,
there were two men, a Persian and a Theban,
placed at each table, which circumstance, being
so particularly remarked, was probably a devia-
tion from the custom of each person having a
table to himself.

MADAGASCAR.

A traffic in bullocks is now carried on between
Madagascar and the Isle of France. These
cattle are procured from the natives in exchange
for cotton cloths, and other European articles ;
the cloths, however, being the principal barter.
Four or five dollars’ worth of cloth is given for
a bullock, which at the Isle of France, will sell
for thirty. The natives of Madagascar have
very few articles of manufacture, principaily
baskets very neatly made of grass, and grass-
cloths, upon which sugar is dried ; these articles
are exported to the Isle of France, and some of
them are so finely worked as to be worn as dresses
by the chieftains,

e —
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THE JEWS' NEW YEAR.

The Jews believe that God created the world
in September, or Tisri—at the revolution of the
same time yearly, he sitteth in judgment, and
taketh reckoning of every man’s life, and pro-
nounces sentence accordingly. The morning of
the new year is proclaimed by the sound of
trumpet of a ram’s horn, to warn them that they
may think of their sins. The day before, they
rise sooner in the morning and pray. When
they have done in the synagogue, they go to the
graves, testifying that if God does not pardon
them, they are like to the dead; and praying,
that for the good works of the saints he will pity
them; and there they give large sums in alms.
After noon they shave, adorn, and bathe them-
selves, that they may be pure the next day, and
in the water they make confession of their sins.
The feast begins with a cup of wine and new
year salutations; and on their tables there is a
ram’s head, in remembrance of ¢ that ram which
was offered in Isaac’s stead;’ and for this cause
are the trumpets of ram’s horns. Fish they eat
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to signify the multiplication of their good works;
they eat sweet fruits of all sorts, and make them-
selves merry, as assured of forgiveness of their
sins ; and after meat they resort to some bridge
to hurl their sins into the water ; as it is written:
¢ He shall cast all our sins into the bottom of
the sea.’ From this day to the tenth dayis a
time of penance or Lent.

CHRISTENING CUSTOMS,

The learned Dr. Moresin informs usof a remark-
able custom, which he was an eye witness of in
Scotland : they take, says he, on their return
from church, the newly-baptized infant, and vi-
brate it three and four times gently over a flame,
saying, and repeating it thrice, ‘“ Let the flame
consume thee now or never.” Grose tells us there
is a superstition that a child who does not cry
when sprinkled in baptism, will not live. He
has added another idea equally well founded,
that children prematurely wise are notlonglived,
that is, rarely reachmaturity ; a notion which we

— e
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find quoted by Shakespere,and put into the mouth
of Richard the Third.—It appears to have been
anciently the custom of christening entertain-
ments, for the guests not only to eat as much as
they pleased, but also, for the ladies at least, to
carry away as much as they liked in their pock-
ets.— Hutchinson, in his History of Northum-
berland, tell us, that children in that county,
when first sent abroad in the arms of a nurse, to
visit a neighbour, are presented with an egg, salt,
and fine bread.—It was anciently the custom for
the sponsors at the christening to offer gilt spoons
as presents to the child: these spoons were
called Apostle-spoons, because the figures of the
apostles were chased or carved on the tops of the
handles. Opulent sponsors gave the.whole
twelve. Those in middling circumstances gave
four; and the poorer sort contented themselves
with the gift of one, exhibiting the figure of any
saint, in honour of whom the child received its
name.

In Syria plates are not used in serving dinner,
but the pillauf (rice and mutton), is eaten off
thin cakes, fresh from the oven, which are laid in
a circle on the matted floor.

c 2
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ASHANTEE PALACE.

Mr. Dupuis was lighted by some of the king’s
torch-bearers to one of these abodes, which the
king had allotted for his separate use; while an
adjacent house was appropriated to the joint use
of the officers. Mr. Dupuis had scarcely crossed
the threshold of the enclosure before a party of
slaves, headed by a captain, entered the place,
loaded with a present from the king, of wine
and honey, coupled with a complimentary inquiry
whether we felt fatigued.

This building stood nearly opposite the palace,
and consisted of two apartments, thirteen feet
long by seven feet in breadth, with a wall and
fence, besides a long gallery or corridor, that
served as a sleeping place for guards and ser-
vants. Without the inclosure, opposite the
entrance, was another recess belonging to the
building, designed for the dispatch of public
business. Rude as the fabric was, it was tolera-
bly commodious, for the roof was well thatched,
and the whole was perfectly secure against wind
and rain, except when they happened to beat in

ey
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the direction of the doorways, or from the north-
east. Its architectural beauties may be classed
with those of our own well-thatched barns, It

y should be remembered, however, that under the
. torrid zone, a barn is better suited to the climate,

and, certainly, more adapted to the habits of the

| people, than a more confined habitation would be.

EASTER WEEK IN ENGLAND.

On Palm Sunday, boys and girls (youths and
maidens have now-a-days got above so childish
a practice), may be met early in the morning, in
blithe, but breakfastless companies, sallying forth
towards the pretty outlets about Hampstead and
Highgate, on the one side the water, and Cam-
berwell and Clapham on the other—all of which
they innocently imagine to be ¢ the country’’—
there to sport away the pleasant hours till dinner-
time, and then return home with joy in their
hearts, endless appetites in their stomachs, and
bunches of the sallow willow with its silken-
bloom buds in their hands, as trophies of their

travels.
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3R EASTER WEEK

Now, at last, the Easter week is arrived, and
the poor have for once in the year the best of it
—setting all things, but their own sovereign will,
at a wise defiance. The journeyman who works
on Easter Monday, even though he were a tailor
itself, should lose his caste, and be sent to the
Coventry of mechanics—whenever that may be.
In fact, it cannot happen. On Easter Monday
ranks change places—Jobson is as good as Sir
John—the ¢“ rude mechanical” is ¢ monarch of
all he surveys” from the summit of Greenwich-
hill—and when he thinks fit to say ‘It is our
royal pleasure to be drunk !”—who shall dispute
the proposition. We will not; although, in truth,
we cannot say, that such a proposition meets our
views of ‘“true nobility;” and we oft times
silently reget, that the English mechanic seems
so frequently to draw %zs pleasure from such
a source as this.—In the name, then, of all
that Is transitory, envy them not the brief
supremacy ! It will be over before the end of
the week, and they will be as eager to return to
thelr labour as they now are to escape from it ;
for the only thing that an Englishman, whether
high or low, cannot endure patiently for a week
together, 1s, unmingled amusement. At this
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time, however, he is determined to try. Ac-
cordingly, on Easter Monday all the narrow
lanes and blind alleys of our metropolis pour forth
their dingy denizens into the suburban fields and
villages, in search of the said amusement—which
is plentifully provided for them by another class,
less enviable than the one on whose patronage
they depend :—for of all callings, the most me-
lancholy is that of purveyor of pleasure to the
poor. During the Monday our determined holi-
day-maker, as in duty bound, contrives, by the
aid of the little artificial stimulus, to be happy
in a tolerably exemplary manner. On the Tues-
day, he fancies himself happy to-day, because he
felt himself so yesterday. On the Wednesday
he cannot tell what has come to him—but every
ten minutes he wishes himself at home—where
he never goes but to sleep. On Thursday he
finds out the secret that he is heartily sick of
doing nothing, but he is ashamed to confess it ;
and then what is the use of going to work before
his money is spent? On Friday he swears that
he is a fool for throwing away the greater part of
his quarter’s savings without having any thing to
show for it—and again gets intoxicated with the
rest, to prove his words passing the pleasantest
night of all the week in a watch-house. And on
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Saturday, thanking ¢ his worship” for his good
advice, of which he does not remember a word,
he comes to the wise determination that, after
all, there 1s nothing like working all day long in
silence, and at night speading his earnings and
his breath in beer and politics!—So much for
the Easter week of a London holiday-maker.

But there is a sport belonging to Easter Mon-
day, which is not confined to the lower classes,
and which, fun forbid that we should pass over
silently—1f the reader has not during his boy-
hood, performed the exploit of riding to the
turn-out of the stag on Epping Forest ;— follow-
ing the hounds all day long, at a respectful
distance ;—returning home in the evening with
the loss of nothing but his hat, his hunting whip,
and his horse—not to mention his nether person;
—and fimshing the day by joining the Lady
Mayoress’s ball at the Mansion-house ;—if the
reader has not done all this when a boy, we will
not tantalize him by expatiating on the superior-
1ty of those who have. And if he %as not done
it, we need not tell him that he has no cause to
envy his friend who has escaped with a flesh-
wound from the fight of Waterloo—for there is
not a pin to choose between them !




AMERICAN CUNNING.

It is customary to have horse-racing once a year
insome of the villages in America. On the present
occasion the prize was considerably augmented
by an offer from an individual who had constituted
himself a society for the promotion of horse-
racing, and more than common interest was, of
course, excited at the approach of the festival.
The old farmers who had horses fit for running,
gave them extra quantities of corn and fewer
applications of the lash, as if to be flat and fleet
were the same thing. Some, however, were
more cautious in their preparations, and, among
the rest, Job Hawker, a sly, calculating, guessing,
questioning, bargaining, swapping, Jack-of all-
trades sort of a chap, long-sided and limber-
tongued, with a face as grave as a deacon, but a
roguish twinkle of the eye on occasion, that gave
you assurance he was no gentleman. Job’s
horse had beaten them all hoilow the former
year, and he was in full confidence of the same
good fortune this time. Howbeit, he took all
imaginable precautions to secure success, and
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put his steed only to that quantum of exercise
which he judged condusive to speed.

But while he was flattering himself with the
prospect of a certain victory, and as the day of
trial approached, he was thrown into consterna-
tion by the arrival of a stranger, mounted on a
Canadian pony, who came with the avowed
intention of putting in for the prize. At the
first announcement of this intelligence, Job fell
into despair, for it so happened that he knew the
individual, having encountered him in the
northern part of Vermont, while on a trading
excursion in that quarter. Job had witnessed
a trial of speed which the pony exhibited there,
and knew that his own Bucephalus was no
match for him. It was plain, that if the Cana-
dian took a share in the race, he must win; and
the catastrophe seemed inevitable, for nobody
had a right to exclude him. But Job hit upon a
trick. Early the next morning, he clapped his
military hat upon his head (Job was a lieutenant),
and waited upon the Canadian. —¢ Well, I
suppose, squire, you are the gentleman with the
pony ?”—¢ Yes, sir.”—¢Ah, I guessed as much.
Well, I suppose you are thinkin’ o racin’ to-
day ?”—“Yes, if it is according to rule.”—
“Sartin! It is all accordin’ to rule, if in case

ST T Ty AT T AR S g
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you have tried to beat the beater.”—¢ Beat the
beater !”’—¢¢ Yes, beat the beater; you know what
that is, I take it.”—‘No, hang me if I do.”—
““Well, that’s a good ’un; but I guessed as much.
You see the case is exactly this: I beat the last
races, and you, being a new comer, must give your
horsea try with mebefore you can enter the race.”
—*¢¢Oh, if that is all, I am content; bring out your
horse as quick as you please.”—*¢ Your horse!”
exclaimed Job, with well-feigned surprise.—
““Yes, your horse; you don’t mean a foot-race,
sure!”’—¢ Why, squire! don’t you know?’—
““ Know what 2”’— ““Know what? why, it 1s my o
that is torace,and not a horse!”’—*“ An ox!”’ cried
the Canadian, staring with all the eyes in his head.
—*Yes, an ox,” returned Job,with the greatest
gravity. ¢ Why,I thought you knew all aboutit.”
—¢ About what? —¢ About racin’ to be sure.
Hav’nt you hearof my ox thatbeats all creation 2’
—*¢No!” exclaimed the Canadian, in the greatest
astonishment.— Why, did’nt you see him about
town yesterday 2’—The man was thunderstruck;
he had seen the ox,and this strange announcement
made him believe what he had always been told
respecting the Yankees. ‘‘1have beaten many
horses,” thought he, ‘but never tried with an

ox.” Job kept on a grave face.—‘My ox is all
E
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saddled and bridled,” said Job; ““are you ready ?”
—¢Ithink I won’t try this time,” replied the
man, hurrying away with a most desponding look.
He ordered his pony to be got ready, paid his
bill, and mounted to set off. The landlord stared.
—* Why, you mean to stay and try the race to
day, don’t you?”’—*No, no,” replied he, shrug-
ging his shoulders and shaking his head. “T’ll
run my pony against any horse, but there is no
knowing what an ox may do.”—Job bore away
the prize that year, and the stranger never
came again to disturb him; but his last words

are still a common saying in the town of L c
and whenever a horned beast gets antic, he is
speclally impounded with the remark, ¢ There is

no knowing what an ox may do.”

CastLEs oF FraNce.—In the castles and pala-
ces of the ancient nobility of France, the tapestry
frequently presents memorials of their pride of
ancestry. On the tapestry of an apartment in
the palace of the Duc de C
tation of the Deluge, in which a man is seen
running after Noah, and calling out, ‘“ My good
friend, save thearchives of the C

, 1s a represen-

family !
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SOUTH AMERICAN INDIANS FISHING.

At Caria island, (says Mr. Hilhouse, a cele-
brated traveller,) commences the distinguishing
feature of the Massar ‘oony—an innumerable string
of islands, dividing the river into from fiveto ten
channels, without Intermission, for fully a week’s
Journey; in which space the two banks of the river
are scarcely once visible together, and one but
seldom. Caria was once a Dutch post; but a few
cocoa trees are the only traces of its plantations.
Above Caria, on a small island, is a Caribisce
settlement of a family, which is the only one of
that nation now left on the Massaroony.

Here begin the rapids, the fourth of which,
Warimambo, was the most remarkable in the
day’s progress. The river is here three or four
miles broad, and continues the same breadth
nearly the whole length of the archipelago. At
Warimambo, a large open space in the centre of
the river, has, in the rains, the appearance of a
vast lake, and in the dry season, that of a rugged,
rocky plain. The manner in which Mr. Hilhouse
and his party ascended this and all the other
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rapids that were too strong to paddle up, was as
follows:

The rapids do not fall in one sheet over alevel
ledge, but force themselves through a number of
fissures, large blocks of granite dividing the
different shoots of the fall. At the base of these
blocks was an eddy, into which the canoe was
forced, where she became stationary, having no |
current either way. The crew then sprang upon
the rock, and waded up as far as they could find
footing: by means of a long and stout rope they
then pulled the canoe into one of the shoots of
the fall, where there was water enough to float
her, and by main strength they hauled her up
the ascent. They then took her out of the current,
and laid her stern on the top of the rock, from
whose bottom they had just mounted, with her
head right up the stream ; and, at a given signal,
they sprang into her, and pulling with all their

might, tried to cross diagonally the different cur-
rents, till they got into another eddy. This was l:
the time of the greatest danger in ascending; for, if

the crew were not active in seizing their paddles, !
the head of the canoe might be taken by the cur- i}
rent, drifted broadside down the fall, and infalli- '
bly upset. If she were not strong-handed, she
could not stem the currents above, and n crossing
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them, might go down the fall stern-foremost; the
stream runs at most of the rapids ten or twelve
miles an hour; and but for the detached rocks
which cause the eddies, there would be no way
of passing them, but by tediously tracking along
the shore, to which necessity the party were
several times reduced.

In their first day’s journey, the party ascended
eight rapids, and bivoaucked on a wooded rock,
between the Arecaza and Weypopeka falls.
They were at a loss for palm-leaves to cover a
hut, and they made a temporary tent of their
canoe-sail, which very inadequately sheltered
them from the heavy, pelting rain, that now and
then fell. The Indians cared little, provided
they could keep the fire alight; and when the rain
put it out, they called loudly for a dram to com-
fort them.

At seven the next morning the party started
again; during the day, they passed only three
falls, and thus made good progress, their average
way being from twenty totwenty-five milesper day.

The Indians alwaysate the moment they awoke.
At six, the coffee was made, and the pepper pot,
in large tin kettles, was warmed, the wives of
the captain and pilot taking the cooking depart-
ment. The Indians, provided they ate early

E 2
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not require a regular meal till evening; but they
continued the whole of the day to drink, at inter-
vals, a gruel of cassada crumbled into water; so
that they drank, as well as ate, a great quantity
of bread.

The day’s journey commonly commenced at
seven, and ended at three, four or five, just as
they happened to find a convenient resting-place.
A large, bold sand, with a clump of trees, wasthe
favourite bivouac; where they had room for bath-
ing, and poles to hang hammocks; when these
were found, they preferred bivouacking, in fine
weather, to sleeping in the houses of the Indians,
and being poisoned with smoke, and bitten by fleas
and chigoes.

The third day’s journey brought the party
to the fall of Tepayco,at which, being an excel-
lent fishing and hunting station, they halted for
half the next day. Here they bought, of a party
of Accaway Indians, several bundles of hai-arry,
a kind of vine, with blue clustering blossoms,
and pods with small grey beans. The full-grown
root is three inches diameter, and contains a
white, gummy milk, which is a most powerful
narcotic, and is commonly used by the Indians
in poisoning the water to take fish. They beat
it with heavy sticks tillit is in shreds, like coarse
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hemp; they then put it intoa vessel of water,
whichimmediately becomes of a milky whiteness,
and, when fully saturated, they take the vessel to
the spot they have selected, and throwing over
the infusion, in about twenty minutes every fish
within its influence rises to the surface, and is
either taken by the hand, or shot with arrows.
A solid cubic foot of the root will poisonan acre
of water even in the falls where the current is
so strong. The fishare not deteriorated in qua-
lity, nor do they taint more rapidly when thus
killed, than by being netted, or otherwise
taken.

The pacou fish is generally taken with thehal-
arry, in the following manner; the Indians select
a part of the falls, where the weya, (an aquatic
vegetable, eaten by the pacou, and other fish,) 1s
plentiful, and where traces are visible of the
pacou, which is gregarious, having lately fed.
They then inclose this place with a wall of loose
stones, a foot above the surface of the water ; leav-
ing spaces for the fish to enter; for these spaces
they prepare parrys or wooden hurdles,and about
two hours before day-break they proceed silently
tostop the openings with them. The fish are thus
inclosed in a temporary pond, which is inspected
at daybreak ; and if they are found to be in suffi-
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cient number to pay for the hai-arry, they
commence beating it. In this way, Mr. Hil-
house saw taken, in less than an hour, 270 pacou,
averaging seven pounds weight, with one hundred
weight of other fish. The fish thus taken were
split, salted, and dried on the rocks.

CONCLUSION OF LENT IN ROME.

Tue fast of Lent, in which is ordered the most
rigorous abstinence from flesh, is at an end on
Easter-day, and then, in Rome, you see all the
tables of the eating-houses decorated with flowers,
and the joints of meat gilded and illuminated.
Bladders of fat are hung out at the ham shops
brilliantly ornamented, and every thing seems
teeming with joy that the days of fasting are
over, and that the season is again restored when
all may eat, drink, and be merry. The illumi-
nation at St. Peter’s, and the splendid fireworks
of St. Angelo, finish the whole matter. As the
rockets fly up and disperse in the air, all remem-
brance of the penance and abstinence of Lent
vanishes. The giorni di grasso (days of fat) are
commenced, and the whole of the people give
themselves up to merriment and pleasure.




A TURKISH PLUM-PUDDING.

Wuen Lord Paget was on an embassy to
Constantinople, his cook being taken ill, his
Lordship was obliged to employ the natives to
dress his dinners. Having one Christmas-day
a large party, he desired to have a piece of
roast beef and a plum-pudding. The first
was not difficult to procure; but the last, not
a servant in his kitchen knew how to make.
They applied to him for a receipt: he said he
thought they must take ten or a dozen eggs
and beat them up together, a certain quantity
of good milk, so much flour, and all these
ingredients to be mixed with a large quantity
of the best raisins; then the whole to be boiled
for four hours in four quarts of water. They
listened attentively to his instructions; but
when dinner was announced, two fellows appear-
ed, bearing in a most enormous red pan, in
which was what they called a plum-pudding.
The instant it appeared Lord Paget exclaimed,
“ Bless me, I forgot to tell them it was to be put
in a bag!”
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PUBLIC WALKS, BERLIN.

This 1s oneof the most magnificent promenades
on the Continent; though, probably, it has less
of the rural character than many others. It is
one of the finest portions of Berlin, justly
reckoned among the most beautiful cities in
Europe ; and, for size and population, considered
as the second city in Germany. It covers an
area nearly equal to that on which Paris stands,
and its general circumference is computed at
twelve miles. The streets are, for the most
part, straight, broad, and regular : one, in par-
ticular, called the Friedrich Strasse, is the longest
and most uniform street in Europe, being nearly
two English miles and a half long, or upwards of
twice the length of Oxford-street, London.

The ¢ Unter den Linden” ( ‘ beneath the
limes”) is flanked with the largest and best
private houses in Berlin, and a few public
edifices. Dr. Granville, who certainly ranks
among the most observant of modern tourists on
the Continent, describes this gay and splendid
street, planted with double avenues of lime-trees,

he had

as a scene far more beautiful than
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hitherto witnessed in any town, either in France,
Flanders, or Germany. Its length is 2,088
feet, or from the Opera House to the principal or
Brandenburgh Gate ; and its breadth is 170 feet.
It is divided into three portions, the central
walk being appropriated to pedestrians; it 1s fifty
feet wide, and covered with hard gravel. On
each side are triple rows of lime trees, outside
of which is a wide drive for carriages. Between
the hours of twelve and two in the afternoon,
during the winter season, and early in the
evening during the summer months, this walk
presents a most animated, cheerful, and almost
theatrical appearance, from the number and
variety of persons who resort thither for air and
exercise. At night it is brilliantly illuminated
with gas. The stranger who frequents the
promenade may, in the course of two or three
days’ residence, pass in review every successive
gradation among the different classes of society
in Berlin.

A stranger in Mexico is struck with the
appearance of the milliners’ shops, where twenty
or thirty stout men in moustaches are employed
in making muslin gowns, caps, and artificial
flowers !
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THE PERSIANS.

SoME of the customs of the Persians, in their
management of infants, are very remarkable.
Immediately on the birth of a child, it is entirely
covered over with fine white salt. On the second
day, some slight scratches or incisions are made
along the shoulders with a sort of razor. The
blood flows, and the same operation is repeated
on the third and the fourth days. On the eighth
day, it is dressed in the style of adults, in gala
habiliments, from top to toe, not forgetting the
pointed cap, which is common to both sexes, but
which 1s more pointed for the female, and often
ornamented with jewels. An entertainment is
then given in the harem. On the eleventh day,
the mother bathes and washes the new-born
infant for the first time, clearing off all the salt
and blood in which the little creature is incrusted.
The mother then presents the child to the father,
who, taking it in his arms, falls on his knees,
prays to God, the Prophet, and to Ali, and
gives it a name. The custom of salting the
new-born infant is very ancient in Persia,

The character of the Persians is amiable, but
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at the same time, grave. Even in the intimacy
of the domestic circle, the children always stand
in the presence of the father. They listen with
respect to their elders, and take no part in the
conversation, unless when called upon to speak.
Even if princes, they wait on their parents, and
serve them with water or the nerghile, in the
humble and respectful manner. The nerghile is
a sort of machine for smoking tombak, which,
in pronouncing, they terminate with au—tombaku.

According to etiquette and the custom of the
court, Persian princes must have seven hours for
sleep. When they get up, they begin to smoke
the nerghile, or shishe, and they continue smoking
all day long. When there is company, the
nerghile is first presented to the chief of the
assembly, who, after two or three whiffs, hands
it the next, and soonitgoes descending. But, in
general, the great smoke only with the great, or
with strangers of distinction, Ali Schah smokes
by himself, or only with one of his brothers,
whom he particularly favours, the tombak, the
smoke of which is of a very superior kind, the
odour being exquisite—it is the finest tombak
of Shiras. After rising in the morning, they take
tea, usually two cups. Eleven o’clock 1is their

dinner hour, when they have some very light
3
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simple dishes served up to them, with fruit.
The pillao is never wanting, and their pillao is
excellent. At four o’clock they again take tea,
and at seven they have their supper, which is
served up much in the same manner asthedinner.
After dinner and after supper, if they have
visitors, they usually take a small cup of coffee.
They are not so fond of coffee as the Turks, who
drink from thirty to forty cups of it every day.
They do not take spirits or wine, but in the
course of the day, they swallow a few opium pills,
to excite agreeable sensations. They are very
religious, and never omit the due performance
of their devotion, praying five times each day.

In learning to write, the Persians do not use
sand. Vile dust, they say, ought never to have
any connexion with so noble an art.

StorMs AT MoNTE VIDEo.—Sometimes the
thunder-storms are accompanied by hail-stones
of a considerable size, which not only break
windows, but kill poultry ; they often terminate
in a pampero, the well-known hurricane of the
country. It is said that in a pampero, sand and
small gravel are blown on board the ships in the
roads, a distance of seven or eight miles from
the shore.
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MODES OF PUNISHMENT AT
CONSTANTINOPLE.

I had not proceeded up two of the steep
streets, on my way to the Eski Saray, (says
Mr. A. Stade) when I was stopped by a singular
exhibition peculiar to the Turkish towns, a baker
nailed by his ear to his door post. I was fortu-
nate, for the sight is sufficiently rare to make it
a curiosity. The position of the rascal was most
ludicrous, rendered more so by the perfect
nonchalence with which he was caressing his
beard. The operation, they say, does not hurt
much ; though in this case it was done very
roughly, and the patient was obliged to stand on
his toes to keep his ear from tearing. ¢ This is
nothing,” said my dragoman, observing my
attention; *a few days ago a master-baker, as
handsome a young fellow as ever you saw, had
his nose and ears cut off : he bore it like a brave
one : he said he did not care much about his
ears, his turban would hide the marks—but his
nose—he gave the executioner a bribe to return
it to him, after he had shown it to the judge,
that he might have it put on again.” * Poor
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fellow !” I thought, ¢ that would have puzzled
Carpue!” ‘It served him right,” added my
dragoman; ‘‘at that time loaves were scarcer
than baker’s noses.” The Spartan appearance
of the bread in the shops was evidence of the
scarcity which still reigned: it had been blacker
a short time previous, and caused serious dis-
turbances, especially on the part of the women,
which the government could only quell by dis-
tributing rations.

CHINESE REVOLUTION.

History has handed to us a few curious par-
ticulars of the last dayvs of the last of the Chinese
Imperors, Whey-tsong, who ascended the throne
in 1628. He found himself at once engaged in
a war with the Tartars, and attacked by a number
of rebels in the different provinces of his empire.
The former were soon vanquished ; but the Emperor
himself being next overpowered by the rebels,
deserted by his subjects, betrayed by those in
whom he placed the greatest confidence, and
preferring death to the disgrace of falling into
the hands of his enemies, retired with his
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Empress, whom he tenderly loved, and the
Princess their daughter, into a garden. His
grief was so great that he was unable to utter a
single word. After a few silent embraces the
Empress hanged herself on a tree. Her husband
staid only to write these words on his vest, viz:—
¢«  have been basely deserted by my subjects ;
do what you will with me, but spare my people.”
He then cut off the young Princess’ head with
one stroke of his scimitar, and hanged himself on
the next tree, in the seventeenth year of his reign.
And thus ended the Chinese monarchy to give
place to that of the Tartars, which has continued
ever since.

Waite ELEPHANTS.—In many of the eastern
countries, white elephants are regarded as the
living manes of the Indian emperors. Each
of these animals has a palace, a number of
domestics, golden vessels filled with the choicest
food, magnificent garments, and they are ab-
solved from all labour and servitude. The
Emperor is the only personage before whom they
bow the knee, and their salute is returned by

the monarch.
F 2




THE HERRING TOWER, AMSTERDAM.

AMsTERDAM was for nearly two centuries the
centre of exchange for Europe. Its history may
be briefly told : it was unknown before the latter
end of the thirteenth century; it first acquired
a commercial character about the year 1370 its
opulence and splendour increased from its
capture by the Hollanders, in 1758, until its
invasion by the French in 1795 ; its importance
then declined, till the revolution of 1813, since
which period its commerce has increased very
considerably. Neverthelessit is again said to be
on the decline, owing to the more favourable
circumstances of the rival cities Rotterdam and
Hamburg. No city in Europe, however, pos-
sesses so large a portion of disposable capital as
Amsterdam, and hence, it continues to be a
place of the first commercial consequence.

The canals with which the city is intersect-
ed, though extremely convenient and ornamental,
are attended with one very disagreeable con-
quence: from the stagnation of the water, and
the collection of offal of every kind discharged
mto them, they send forth effluvia equally




e

i

W
i







THE HERRING TOWER, AMSTERDAM, 59

offensive and unwholesome, which all the
characteristic cleanliness of the inhabitants has
not been able wholly to remove. Mills have been
erected on their banks, to promote a circulation
of air by ventilation; others, called mud-miils,
from the purpose to which they are applied, are
also used to raise and remove the slime which
the river deposits largely.

In consequence of the badness of the founda-
tion, the whole city is built on piles driven
endways into the mud; a circumstance which
occasioned the witty remark of Erasmus, on
visiting it, ¢ that he was in a town where the
inhabitants lived, like rooks, on the tops of trees.”
This circumstance also occasioned the restriction
of coaches tomen of consequence and physicians,
who paid a tax for the privilege of using them ;
the magistrates conceiving that the rolling of the
wheels produced a dangerous concussion of the
piles.

The streets in general are narrow, with the
exception of a few which present a fine appear-
ance, and are adorned with spacious mansions.
The principal square is the Dam, in front of the
palace; besides which there are three others,
where markets and an annual fair are held. The
palace, formerly the Stadt-house, or town hall,




e — -~

-

ob THE HERRING TOWER, AMSTERDAM.

is considered to be the most magnificent building
in Holland.

The charitable institutions are numerous,
and generally well conducted. The hospital for
lunatics is amongst the earliest of those in which
gentler modes of treatment were substituted for
severity and strict coercion.

Amsterdam boasts of a fair proportion of
literary and scientific societies. It has also
naval schools, wherein children of common
seamen, when properly recommended, are edu-
cated gratuitously; as are the sons of officers, on
the payment ofa small pension. All are treated
alike; and almost every officer who has elevated
the naval character of his country has received
his education here.

Amsterdam has an abundance of public walks;
for its canals are bordered by rows of large trees
of oak, elm, and linden, not inferior to those of
the Boombtjes at Rotterdam. Little can be said
for the salubrity of those walks, from the conse-
quences already explained.

In Mexico, the tails of the mules are often
inclosed in sout leathern bags. The pannels of

the coaches are frequently painted with some
classic subject,

——
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THE BRAHMINS.

THE origin of the institution of castes was pro-
bably the same every where. From the Druids
of Britain to the Priests of the Sun in Peru,the sa-
cerdotal class appearsin the rude ages of society,
to have undertaken exclusively the task of legis-
lation. In India the fact is strikingly evident :
extraordinary provisions are made by the Indian
legislature for the advantage, honour, and glory,
of the priests or philosophers, who are called
Brahmins, from the god Brahma, to whose wor-
shipthey devote themselves from infancy. Their
history is extremely curious.

Parents are accustomed to nominate their off-
spring for a Brahmin before the birth of a child.
Fivemontsbeforethe child is born, a burnt sacri-
fice is offered ; and other ceremonies performed,
which consist in a worship of certain gods. In
two or three months more, the following scene
takes place. The husband, sitting before the
house, offers a burnt sacrifice, and presents offer-
ings to the manes ; while the wife, after anoint-
ing herself with tumeric, plaiting her hair, hav-
ing hernails cut, and the sides of her feet painted,
bathes and clothes herself in new apparel. Being
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