s T e

L EC At Lt bt b L adiattd
R Wi

s

e s

=

snpr p.mwmmwm




[e ne fay rien
sans

Gayete

(Montaigne, Des livres)

Ex Libris
José Mindlin







6. GAUCHE REL.,PARIS







e

T




N






CLARENDON's

ACCURATE AND COPIOUS ACCOUNT

OF THE

DEBATES OF THE

HOUSE of COMMONS

ON

Mr. WILBERFORCE’S MoTIiON

FOR AN

ABOLITION OF THE

SLAVE TRADE,

APRIL 2, 1792.

LONDGON:
Printed for C. COOKE, No. 17, PATERNOSTER-ROW.
(PRICE SIX-PENCE.)







THE Epitor of this Pamphlet begs
to obferve, that, having engaged Four
Perfons to attend the Houfe of Com-
mons on this Important Occafion, he
has been enabled to avail himfelf of the
recolle@ive Faculties and Affiftance of
cach Reporter; by which Means he
has it in his Power to prefent a more
accurate and coprous Report of that in-
terefting Debate, than can poilibly be

given by any Individual whatever.

g7 Thofe who wifb to perufe the Debates of the Foufe of Com=

mons, on this important Subject, in the Year 1791, are referred to

" No. 30, 31, and 32 of the Senator, of the lafl Seffion of Parlia-

ment, wherein the Speech of Myr. Wilberforce, and other celebrated
Orators, are given in a more accurdte and copious Mannery than i
any other Parliamentary Reports.

* % A [uperd Portrait of William Wilberforce, Efq. is now inthe
Hands of the Artift, andwill be fhortly Publifbed in the Senator.,
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HOUSE OF COMMOWNS,
Monday, April 2, 1792.

SLAVE TRADE.

My. Wilberforce moved, That all the Evidence given on this
Trade be referred to the Committee.—Ordered.

He then moved the Order of the Day, which was for the Houfe
to refolve itfelf into 2 Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider
of the Circumftances of the African Slave Trade.

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee accordingly, Sir
William Dolben in the Chair,

Myr. Wilberforce faid, that, notwithftanding the ill fuccefs he
experienced on a former occafion, he was not deterred from renew-
ing his application at prefent; for, the more he deliberated on the
fubje&t of this nefarious traffic, the more warm did he feel, and the
more, if poflible, was he convinced that it ought to exift no longer.
Whatever difference of opinion had before fubfifted, and however
obftinacy may be prompted to perfift in what prejudice might have
prompted, however, in fine, Gentlemen may be intercited in pre-
{erving a traffic which they fuppofed to be advantageous, yet he
trufted that time and refleGtion had convinced them that the trade
was as injurious to their interefts, as it was difgraceful to their
feelinzs; and on this ground he fhould expect to meet with their
fupport to the Motion which he had to fubmit. He profefled him-
felf defirous of now holding no other language than that of concilia-
tion. He was fully aware that feveral Gentlemen acted from pure
principles, and honourable metives.  Judging by the humanity and
indulgence with which their own flaves were treated, they could
not perhaps conceive how the feelings of others could be fo obtufe
and hardened. But, alas! it was not to fuch men that the unhappy
{laves had to afcribe their miferies; nor fhould a few inftances of
mildnefs feem to atone for the general feverity. He wifhed not to
be mijfunderftood, fo as that it {hould be fuppofed, when he repro-
bated a fyftem, he alfo reprobated perfons; hehoped they would be
kept diffin€. It was not a Trajan, or an Antoninus, that would
make him in love with defpotifin; for though they may not mifufe
their power, there were a great many others that would. Arifto-
cract was often accounted the worlt {pecies of defpotifm, as, inftead
of one, it produced a number of tyrants: but how incomparably
worfe was that abominable fituation, when peoplemay get to market
for defpotifin, and a fellow with 4ol. in his pocket may commence
the occupation of a tyrant. ‘The fubje&t had been fo difcufled,
that there were parts of it into which it would not be neceffary that
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2 PARLIAMENTARY CHRONICLE.

he fhould travel this evening; and therefore he fhould fpare the
Houfe the fatigue of liftening, and himfelf the labour of entering
into much detail on the prefent fubject. : 3

It was to be regretted, that, in the difcuffion of this fubject, the
different parties had difcovered too much warmth. He wifhed it
had not been fo, although, indeed, the fubject was of a nature that
would excufe warmth whenever it appeared ; and if he fhould be
led, by that failing, to forget any thing material to his caufe, it was
matter of great confolation to him, that he had friends, whofe abili-
ties and inclination would give all neceffary afliftance, and fupply
all his defeGs. e could not help thinking that the Gentlemen
who were moft deeply interefted in the welfare of the Weft Indies,
and all thofe who had formerly oppofed him, would agree to the
meafure he thould propofe. He wifhed to call upon them to come
to the difcuffion freely; to enquire what were the caufes of the dif-
tintion they made between the abolition of the trade, and the wel-
fare of the Weft India Iflands; what evils there were, and which
of them were curable, and which incurable. He believed there
were peifons in the Weft Indies who would wifh to continue the
traffic in Negroes, and yet had felt fo warmly what had been faid
againit it, that they would by no means attempt to juftify the fyftem,
fome of the evils of which he thould flightly touch upon. Indeed,
it was a fy{tem that fhewed too plainly the evils which attended a
Government by abfolute monarchy. It was true, that the form of
the government of the unhappy Africans was abfolute monarchy in
general 5 yet, in regard to the {lave trade, they were under the con-
troul of many tyrants; for we faw, by the evidence givenof them,
that whole coafts were turned into a market for flavery. There
was fomething in that very thought, that made every noble mind
to look with horror on the traffic.

It was pretty generally, and he believed rather induitrioufly, ru-
moured abroad, that it was his defign, and that of his friends, to
propofe, befides an abolition of the trade, the immediate emancipa-
tion of the Negroes. This, however, was an intention he could
never have entertained for a moment. He was exceedingly fenfi-

le that they were in a ftate far from being prepared for the recep-
tion of fuch an enjoyment. Liberty he confidered as the child of
reafon—a feed which, when fown in any foil, would fhoot into a
plant, and fcldom, indeed, failed to vegetate into maturity. That
qualified freedom, however, which they were capable of enjoying,
ought not to be withheld from them ; and when difpofed to be in-
duftrious, and induced by kindnefs to confider the place they culti-
vated as their own, they fhould expect in the end to enjoy the re-
ward of their good fervices. It was in vain to reprefent, that at
prefent they were well treated and rewarded, that they had kind
mafters and indulgent ufage. It was not always, perhaps it was

but




PARLIAMENTRAY CRHONICLE. 3

but feldom, that the moft confiderable planters dwelt on their own
plantations. They often lived at a diftance, and fometimes in ano-
ther country, while the management of their flaves was committed
to their ftewards and overfeers. In noble minds, there wasinherent
a generous and humane principle, which fympathifed with forrow,
and lent a chearing familiarity to thofe who laboured for them.
But greatly ditferent were the effe&ts, when power was intrufted
to the low, the vulgar, the ignorant, and the bafe. Of this de-
fcription were the overfeers of plantations, whofe only aim was to
have as great a crop as poflible, regardlefs by what cruelty towards
the {laves they effected this grand object. By whipping, ftarving,
and overworking thefe poor’ wretches, they in general fucceeded;
though that fuccefs might be of real injury to the employer; for
the greateft part of his flaves being deftroyed by fuch bad treatment,
his profits are more than expended in buying others to replace
them; and he frequently retired from fo difadvantageous a bufinefs.
But of this the overfeers are entirely regardlefs, and went to ano-
ther plantation, having his {houlders loaded with the reputation of
the amazing crops he produced for his laft employer.

To talk of perfonal prote&tion and fecurity to the perfons of thefe
people, was idle in the extreme; for as a Negro, by the laws of
the country, was not qualified to give his evidence, he might fuf-
fer the bittereft cruelties, and no white man be prefent, of whofe
teftimony he could avail himfelf. But fuppofing he had a compe-
tent witnefs to produce, what chance had he cf redrefs, what
hopes of convicting his mafter before a tribunal of whites ? Moft
focieties of men poflefs, in fome degree, the Efprit du Corps;
but thefe people, of all others, were linked together in bonds of
mutual intereft, tyranny, and injuftice.

The next matter to be here confidered, was the law and ufage
of Africa arifing out of the trade in queftion ; and he confefled he
could not look at it without fhame and difgrace. Thefe were evils
{o great, that, whatever were the charaéters of fome perfons con-
cerned in the trade, he fhould expeét to find that no confideration,
or the value of the {yftem, fhould keep it up, unlefs it could
be proved that the evils were incurable; and nere let the Committee
recolle&t, that the evidence of thofe evils being incurable, came
chiefly from gentlemen of great property in the iflands, but who
did not refide there, fo that their teftimony was far from being con-
clufive. It was fuch, indeed, as ought not to come into the quef-
tion, when there was evidence of a different nature to be had. It
was not he who made the abolition of the trade neceflary, by any
thing that he had urged on it but it was the acceflories of the
Gentlemen in the Weft India Iflands in defence of the trade,
and particularly thote of Jamaica: all they had faid upon the
fubiect, in defence of the trade, proved the neceffity of the abo-

: Ror g2 lition.




4 PARLIAMENTARY CHRONICLE.

lition. When they were afked queftions upon this queftion, they
gave firft one anfwer, and then another, going from‘ one corner to
another, and ihifting to conceal the real infamy of the traffic, un-
til clofely prefled, and unable to defend themfelves any longer,
they retired fromn it altogether in argument, and, like the rat,
when tae houfe was in flames, changed their ftation altogether, and
hid themfelves in the corner of another building.  So, 1n this cafe,
thofe Gentlemen had been beat out of all chance of defending the
trade itfelf, or the abufes of it. They took upon themfelves to
fay, that it would be the ruin of commerce to abolifh it, and that
the cevils which attended it are abfolutely incurable. And here it
would be neceflury to fee the condition of thefe unhappy people in
the Vet Indies, which was certainly extremely bad. This
he proved ona foriner occafion, by the pofitive teftimony not only
of unfufpected perfons on his part, but out of the mouths of the
witneffes who profefled a friendthip for, and wifhed the continuance
cf, the trade in queftion; and therefore, in that refpe&, it would

¢ unneceflary for him to go into any minutenzfs of detail. Many
of the witnefles were fo circumftantial, that, in defcribing the
effect of this traflic, they went, as it were, to the very minimuin
of human mifery. The flave’s fituation, as to the punithment to
which he was expofed, and to the total abfence of all legal protec-
tion, was indeed moft wretched. They were totally under the
controu] of the whites : their evidence was not taken in any court;
and thercfore, to fay they had any real legal protetion, was ridi-
culous and abfurd. If they had claims, they could not enforce
them: if they were opprefled, they could only appeal for redrefs
to their oppreflors. Nor was the manner in which they were
worked lefs fevere, than their want of protetion was diftrefling :
they were driven in the field, whipped like cattle, and often branded
and treated with the greateft cruelty. Indeed, when he refleted
on all that was proved in this cafe, and the imputation that lay on
the gentlemen of the Weft Indies, he confefled he could not en-
tertain a doubt, but that thofe very gentlemen would join the
Houfe in a defire to putan end to thefe thameful pra@ices, in or-
der that their characeers might be retrieved ; and that they would
fee that the abolition of the trade was a meafure which they would
candidly admit to be proper, and which they would, from a love
of juflice, adopt. He trufted that they felt as he did; and he was
decidedly of opinion, that there was no meafure whatever, fhort
of the total abolition of this trade, that would anfwer the pur-
pofe of juftice, and do away the infamy, or abate the cruelty, of
making a traffic of human blood. He had heard much of colonial
regulations, and that it was poifible, under them, to reduce the

trade to fome tclerable fyftem.  Upon the moft mature deliberation

on that {ubject, he was convinced that no colonial regulation, of
Z .

any
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any kind whatever, would anfwer the purpofe. But here he
begged leave to obferve, by way of anfwer to what might be
objected to him, that if he took the evidence of the perfons who
were the friends of the trade, he was bound by the teftimony they
gave, and that fuch teftimony was againft his idea of an abolition.
To this it was neceffary to obferve, that thofe perfons fpoke
through the thickeft clouds of prejudice : but taking their evidence
to be quite accurate, and quite true, it did not amount to any
thing like a defence of the continuance of the flave trade. Sup-
pofe, for inftance, that thefe unhappy Negroes had all the legal
proteétion of thofe who enjoy the pureft freedom, were they ina
condition to make a right ufe of that advantage ? Were they, in
fhort, in a condition to enjoy thofe advantages which the advocates
for the continuance of the flave trade pretend to fay they are ready
to allow them ? Indeed, he was ready to confefs that he thought
they were not in that condition, and that the granting of thefe ad-
vantages to the unhappy flavesin the Weft Indies, would only lead
them on to require others, and might produce much difcord and
mifery in the plantations, and perhaps finally the deftruction of
them. This led him to think upon the fate of St. Domingo,
which had lately been the fubje& of much obfervation; the cafc

gave us 2 leffon, and we ought to reflect on it.
In the difcuflion of colonial pofleffion, the French thought that a
diftinction ought to be made between Creoles and Negroes, be-
caufe they thought the latter could not fee and feel liberty as well as
the former ; and it came tobeknown by the Slaves in St. Domingo,
that their condition was to be ultered and amended, but that there
was to be a diltin€tion between them and the Creoles. Now, if
it be true that this was the caufe of the infurretion, as the advo-
cates for the continuance of the flave trade would infinuate, how
can thefe advocates recommend what, upon their argument, tends
to deftroy the happinefs of both the whites and blacks, without
affording a chance for the happinefs of either? Thefe were the
dilemmas to which the friends of this trafic reduced themfelves,
by attempting to defend a fyftem that was in itfelf indefenfible;
and this again proved the fatality of attempting to arnend this
“traffic by any jobbing whatever. But yet he was told, that, furely
wife laws, for the regulation of thefe unhappy beings, would con-
tribute much tq their happinefs. To this he an{wered, that, be-
fore men can benefit by the wifdomn of laws, it was neceflary
they fhould have fome idea of freedom. Kreedom itlelf was a
blefling the moft valuable in nature; but it could be enjoyed only
by a nation where the faculty of thought had been for fome time
employed. “True liberty wasa plant of celeltial growth, and none
could perceive its beauties, or tafte of its odour, but thofe who
had employed the nobler faculties of thg human icul, in con-
templating
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templating the goodnefs of the divine eflence from whence it
fpung. He hoped the day would arrive when all mankind would
enjoy its bleflings; but this neither was, nor could it be, .the cafe
at prefent with the unhappy Negroes in the Weft Indies; and
from thefe refle@ions he was led to believe, that no man could, in
fubftance, be their friend, who propofed any thing that could lead
them to hope for their emancipation. The way to alleviate their
mifery, was to make them attached to their mafters, governors,
and leaders : this was congenial to the mode they were accuftomed
to from their childhood; for, in Africa, they led a life as if they
were the objects of the care of a patriarch. Doctrine contrary to
this, {cemed to him to be not only .improper with regard to the
Negroes, but alfo quite unfafe with regard to the Weft Indies. 1f
zny thing fhould remind them of their rights, and the fyltem of
propofed regulation certainly muft, he entreated (Gentlemen to re-
flet on the number of thefe unhappy perfons, and the vaft ma-
jority they made of all the inhabitants of the Iflands ; and if there
fliould be any conteft, what the confequence would be. What
was the refult of all this? a very plain one—that if thefe were
dangers at all, they were multiplied tenfold by the importation of
Negroes; for thofe juft arrived, being lefs inured to, muit be
more difpleafed with, the {yftem carried on in the Weft Indies.
Indeed, as an author of great reputation had obferved, thefe fuc-
ceflive importations were {uiicient to account for all the plots and
aflaflinations that we had heard of in the Weft Indies. By this
mode of introducing new {laves, fuppofing that a plan of refor-
mation were agreed upon, the whole of it would be entirely out
of the queftion, becaufe every year there would be introduced a
fct of perfons who muft of neceflity be ftrangers to it.

Another topic had been obferved upon frequently, the infur-
rections in St. Domingo.  Many mis{tatements were made of that
circumftance; and he had felt it his duty to enquire into ity be-
caufe he thought it neceflary for him to enquire into every thing
that tended in any degree to elucidate this fubject; and here he
muft obferve, that the matter was not a difpute between the black
and the white men, or of the debates in France or here. It was
a difpute between the people of colour and the white people,
wherein the blacks took the opportunity of rifing, and fome men
of colour joined, for the fake of profit for themfelves; and all the
decrees that afterwards pafled in the National Aflembly, that kept
alive thefe diftinctions, had been the caufe in part of all the cala-
mitics that enfued.  All thefe things proved that we fhould not
encourage importation, under the idea that it may be regulated.

Mr. Wilberforce then took notice of the vaft increafe in the
importation of flaves to the Weft Indics of late years, particularly
Jamaica; and. he beljeved thar, if it was followed up for fome

time,
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¢ime, the Planters will have reafon to lament they had ever any
thing to do with that inportation. But it was faid, thatitwas im-
poflible to go on with the trade without importation from the coaft
of Africa, for the flaves there get fewer and fewer, and weaker and
weaker. Having thus defcribed the condition he underitood them
to bear in the Weft India Plantations, he next proceeded to re~
prefent the manner of obtaining them in Africa, in which was in-
volved the queition, whether they were made happier by tran{-
planting them to the Weft Indies. This fubje& had been fo fully
difcufled laft year, that he hadno occafion to occupy much of the
time of the Houfe upon itat prefent: he could not hear, however,
without indignation, the manner in which humanity was made to be
implicated in conveying thofe men from what he called the cruelty
of their native defpots. He admitted that a greater part of the
continent, particularly that near the coaft, was divided amongtt a
fet of defporiclittle chieftians, who were perpetuallyat war with each
other; but he contended, at the fame time, that this infamous
trade was the occafion of thofe wars, that they were frequently
carried on by the direct afliftance, and generally promoted by the
European traders. The chiefs did not confine themfelves to mak-
ing war upon each other ; but it alfo often happened, that when one
of the chiefs was in want of any European commodities, which he
had not flaves enough to puichafe, he would fend fome of his
foldiers by night to fet fire to a village, that he might be enubled to
make captives of the flying and affrighted inhabitants. It was
owing to this accurfed trads that the natives of Africa were made
miferable at home as well as abroad; that no man thought him-
(lf fecure in his bed, or in the ficlds; that fufpicion wouid not
(uFer him to have a friend; and that in every ftranger he met with
an enemy. He alledged that the Europeans fupplied them with
powder and ammunition for their wars, and affitted them in what
the language of the traffic called making trade. It would be end-
lefs to recount all the inftances he gave of violences committed by
our veflels, fometimes kidnapping {trangers whom they met, and
at others difzuiftng themfelves as Negroes, and making an in-
curfion in the night to plunderand deftroy villages which they were
trading with in the day. e obferved that the number of flaves
now in the ifland of Jamaica only was 300,000, while that of the
whites was only. 20,000, and this alarming diiparity they {till
wifhed prepofteroufly toincreafe.  He quoted the authority of Mr.
Long, the hiftorian of Jamaica, in proof of this opinion; and alfo
an extract from a pamphlet written by a Carolina Planter. They
both agreed, that the nuraber of Africans in the iflands was al-
ready too great, and could not be augmenied without incurring
the moft imminent hazard; that the flaves were already amply
fufficient for every purpofe of cultivation; and that, when ‘well

< treated,
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treated, they were always found to multiply very rapidly. Of this-
he gave a variety of inftances, particularly in late years, when
their condition and way of living was fomewhat mended. That
they had not been more prolific, was eafily accounted for, by the
fhameful manner in which their morals were not only negle&ed,
but corrupted, all decency being difregarded in every fpecies of in-
tercourfe; as, indeed, in every point of view, they were regarded
and ufed as animals of a diftinct fpecies from man. This, he
faid, accounted for the difobedience of their mafters’ orders. Nor
was it lefs to be attributed to the fordid and mean difpofitions of
their rulers, who trcated them as brutes incapable of feeling,
Such depravity muft beget depravity in the minds of the flaves,
and was proved by the teftimony of even his adverfaries’ own wit-
nefles.  Thefe poor creatures were without legal prote&ion,
fubject to the cruelty of the overfeers, over whom there was no
controul; and thofe inhuman inftruments of oppreflion whipped
them like cattle, not fuppofing them moral agents, capalfle of re-
flection or refiftance! Even the women were not exempt from
their crueltics: the laws of decency were violated; and this alone
fhould induce the Weft India Gentlemen to comply with the
wifhes of the friends to the abolition. There was another cir-
cumitance, to which he muft call the attention of the Committee,
If the teftimony of a flave was not taken, there could be little ufe
in pafling any law for their relief. If a white man commits an a&t of
cruelty toward a flave, punithment never follows. And what is the
exclife givenfor this act of impunity ?-~Why, that it would be dange-
rous to infpire the blacks with fentiments of refiftance ! He thought
it would be cruel to give them the thadow of the laws for their pro-
tection, without the reality. It would be to give them that which
would ultimately prove their ruinj for if their teftimony was not
allowed in fecking for redrefs, they muft always meet with punifli-
ment. It would be wrong and injudicious to awake in them 2 con-
cioufnefs of freedom, without a particle of liberty; it would only
create diffatisfaltion, and make them unhappy. :
But, that there fhould not be any appearance of unfairnefs in
what he had to fay, he would endeavour to ftate every thing he
could againft himfclf upon this fubject. It had been faid, that
the trade yielded to this country much balance, and that the
abolition of it was f2id to endanger that fervice, by diminithing
the number of perfons to be employed in it: this was ably taken
up, and well handled, by a genileman of great abilities, Mr.
larkfon.  Inftead of its being a nurfery for feamen, Mr. Clark-
fon had proved, to a demonftration, that the oppolite was the faét.
Five-fixths of the failors he computed to have died in the fervice,
who failed for Africa; and the mortality was even more than what
was {tated by his opponents. QOut of 12,203, the lofs, on an
average,
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average, in a voyage to Africa, was not lefs than 2640. Half the
crews of the fhips employed in that trade deferted, and were loft to
the navy. If thefe proportions were difputed, he was ready to go
into an enquiry upon the fubje¢t. He knew they would not; and
he trufted he had ftated enough upon it, without entering into any
particulars, or calling here on the Houfe to enter into the con-
fideration of the humanity of the queftion; the point of intereft to
the planters was enough.

It had been faid, that the abolition of the trade would injure
the manufactures of this country ; an affertion of which there was
not the leaft colour of proof, nor the leatt foundation in truth. In-
deed, there never was an excufe for the trade.  All that had been
attempted to be made, had been rejected by all men of fenfe and
refle@tion. It was not friendly to the trade itfelf; for the perfons
employed in the flave trade, were never the means of employing
any of the manufa&urers of this country fo as to promote our poli-
tical welfare. Indeed, they were thofe who had all their life-time
been employed in the war, of whom the celebrated Adam Smith
faid, that when one hundred thoufand were difcharged in time of
peace, he did not find that induftry was increafed, or that trade
flourifhed in proportion of this change from military to civil life.
The fa& was, that people of this delcription were fic for nothing
but the odious bufinefs in which they were brought up. He had
heard that Liverpool and Briftol exifted, as it were, in its mer-
chandife, upon the flave trade: this was a great error; for he had
reafon to believe that but a fmall part of the trade of thefe two
towns was compofed of this, The truth was, that a few in-
dividuals profited much by the traffic; but to ftate it as a great
fource of national wealth was ridiculous.

The next point was the intereft of the iflands in the Weft In-
dies. 'Where the queftion was general policy, and fo it muft be
where all the Weft India Iflands were concerned, the confidera-
tions of humanity and juftice ought to be alive in the recolleCtion;
and here he confefled that all he had been faying on the Weft In-
dia Iflands, and on the principle of policy, were inferior confide-
rations with him. ¢« Africa | Africa!” exclaimed Mr. Wilberforce,
< your fufferings have been the theme that has arrefted and engages
my heart—your-fufferings no tongue can exprefs; no language
impart!” He faid, it was the reftoration of thefe poor diftrefled
people to their rights that he had neareft at heart. There he laid
hold of his point; a point which he would never quit, or give up,
or abandon, until he had obtained his objeét ; and to be entitled to
it, he had made out a cafe o clear, fo plain, fo forcible, fo juft, fo
irrefragable, that he was confident there was not one perfon, even

among thofe who withed well to the trade, who would deny the
; ¥ SR truth
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truth of his aflertion; and moft particularly, they would not deny
what he had f2id on a former occaiion on this {ubject.

He had faid, and it was true, that 'this trafic was totally de-
fencelefs. Such arguments werc brought on that occafion to op-
pofe him, as perfectly proved their futility, and proved too, that
they were the effeét of prejudice. It had been flated, that the
perfons taken by us were prifoners of war: this he admitted ; he
had not forgot that war flill continued to diftrefs and difgrace
mankind. He had not forgot neither, that the perfons who were
thus the objeéls of it were his fellow-creatures.—Was it not un-
patuiul for us? Was it not in vain that we attempted to prove to
the world, that we encouraged this trade to prevent the Negroes
from falling into the hands of a crvel tyrant, who would put them
to death, it we did not buy them ? He did not imagine that we
fhould find people fhallow enough to believe this pretext. No'!
the truth was, that our continuing the trade was one great caufe
of the war; and thofe who promoted it, were accountable for the
mifchief which it produced. But war was not the one hundredth,
nor the one thoufandth, part of the calamity which was occafion-
ed by this trade. "The Committee would find, onlooking at the
evidence, that whole families were taken from their places of
abode by fraud, by cunning, by viclence. This was proved by
a man, who faid he was engaged in this very mode of obtaining
flaves. He told them that families were divided ; and that one
part of a family was taken ut one time, and another part of it
at another. It had been matter of confolation to the hufband to
fee his wife in bondage, becaufe it fell to his lot to bear it with
her | When this was aflerted, it was peremptorily denied by the
advocates for the flave trade, and at Jaft it turned out to be true;
and when they were proved, the moft diftreffing thing toa man
of fenfibility was, that the witneffes related all thefe things with
indifference, as mere matters of courfe; a proof that the trade
itlelf deprived its followers of all the feelings of humanity. This
was not all; the fanction of law was to be given to this traffic.
"The name of juftice was to be profaned. Men were to be ac-
cufed of crimes for the purpofe of convicting them, in order to
furnifh an excufe for their being fold as flaves. Al the appara-
tus and machinery of injuftice were to be put in motion to de-
prive men of their liberty; and it was a faét. well known, that
crimes were imputed to thefe who had never committed them ;
fo far from it, that they were the beft of citizens. Nay, it was
now carrizd on to fuch a pitch of flagrant injuftice, that almoft
every trivial offence was made an offence for which a man was
declared liable to be fold to flavery I Another excellent effect of
the propriety of continuing the flave trade! For the authenticity
of thefe falts, he referred to the work of Mr. Moore, an inge-

nious
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nious gentleman, who had written on this fubject. DBut there
were other facts remaining full as bad, and as ftrong as thofe
which he had mentioned. Europeans came on the coaft of Af-
rica, and hovered like vultures, and like vultures lived on blood :
they enfnared at times; and at times, by force, took away the na-
tives, and fold them for flaves. T'his was mentioned on a former
occafion. It was denied, indeed, but afterwards put beyond
the power of doubt. In fhort, whatever might have been the
fyftem of the flave trade originally, the whole was now become
a fyftem of plunder and rapacity, many inftances of which he
quoted. One, in particular, to which he adverted, was the conduét
of a captain, employed ‘lately flaving off the River Camarone.
He had fent fome of his people, with a black in his confidence,
to water on fhore. The black was feized by one of the natives
for debt, and taken off. To revenge this, the captain infifted
that his crew fhould ftrip naked, and blacken their hides, and
wear a flock girdle, and repair on fhore. Conftrained to this
meafure, with fome hefitation they agreed. They vifited the
houfe of the perfon who had taken off the black, fired on the fa-
mily, killed his wife and children; and two poor creatures, whom
they had wounded, were taken, one of whom died on fhore,
and the other expired when he reached the veflel ! The blacks,
accuftomed to perpetual attacks, are always alert in revenging
infults. They armed, and, in the retreat of the crew, wounded °
feveral of the Britith failors; and the reit efcaped with difficulty.
Strange as it might appear, this did not interrupt the trade and
commerce. Still Africans, like other men, have feelings ; the
flame, though fmothered, was not f{ubdued. The chieftain, in
a week, came on board, and requelting powder and ball from the
captain, to make war on his neighbours, to procure flaves, was
altually provided. Callous and dead to every fentiment of
danger, thus were the inftruments of revenge placed in the hands
of the indignant chief; and the captain apologized to his mafter,
by affigning the motive for giving their ammunition to the Afri-
can; at the fame time obferving, that he ¢ did not wafte their
property 1’ Thus prepared, the chicftain feized the crew and the
captain, and carried them on fhore. When it was juftly expected
that death would have been the confequence of their capture,
the leffon of depravity had its influence on the natives—avarice
triumphed over their feelings— perfidy was repaid by perfidy;
and the captain and crew were enlarged, on condition that he
would furrender the property which he had on board.” — Oh,
fhame! fhame! thefe flave dealers excelled us in bonour, and we

were their fuperiors only in difgrace !
If any thing could fhew enough of the cruelties of our African
dealers in the flave trade, thefe circumitances would do fo. All
Stz this
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this proved, that, after men were engaged in thig trade for a little
while, they loft all feeling and fenfibility. Nothing was thought
of thefe things by men who bad been a long while in the trade;
but it required to be a little ufed to it, before men could fg com-'
pletely lofe their feelings and humanity. But thefe cruelties and
enormities were increafing ; for, no longer ago than laft Auguft,
when that Houfe was debating on the {ubject of this very trade,
fix Britith veffels had anchored off Calabar, a town which feemed
devoted to eternal misfortune. 1t appeared, from the report, that
the natives had raifed the price of flaves. T'he captains confulting
together, agreed to fire on the town, to compel them to lower the
price of their countrymen. T'o heighten, if poffible, the fhame of
this proceeding, he faid, that they were prevented, for fome time,
from effecting their purpofe, by the prefence of a French captain,
who refufed to join in their meafures, and purchafed at a high price.
He felt, with the moft painful fenfibility, the fhame of thus expofing
the difgrace of his country; but it was the more incumbent on
him, as thefe very men were re-appointed to fituations in the fame
trade, as if they had performed the moft meritorious and honourable
exploit. However, in the morning they commenced a fire, which
lafted for three hours; and the guns being direted by old Britith
feamen, bad their intended effect. During the confternation, the
wretched inhabitants were feen making their efcape in every direc-
tion. Inthe evening the attack wasrenewed, which continued until
they agreed to fell their flaves at the price ftipulated by the captains.
He reprefented, that, in this attack, upwards of twenty perfons
had been deftroyed. He did not fail to defcribe this cruel outrage
as a mockery of all feeling, and an infult on the opinions of Parlia-
ment, and the fenfe of the people. [ The Houfe, in a fudden burft
of indignation, vociferated, Name! Name!] Mr. Wilberforce re-
fifted for a long time; at laft the clamor overpowered him, and we
heard the following names of thips and captains. The thip Thomas,
of Briftol, Captain Philips; the Betfcy, of Liverpool, Captain
Doyle; the Recovery, of Briftol; the Wafp, Captain Houfe ; the
"Thomas, of Liverpool. Here the confufion and horror was fo
great, that we were unable to hear the name of the other veflel.
Such fcenes of bloodfhed and inhumanity he knew fhocked the
Committee.—It fhocked him fo much as almoft to deprive him of
the power of utterance. There was no confideration on this globe
that would make him thare fuch enormitics. What hereafter
might await fuch heinous deeds he knew not—he would not have
the guilt of having negleCted to expofe it for all the wealth in the
world.  The blocd of it be on the guilty heads !

The next peoint was the ufage the poor flaves met with in the
Middle Paflage, from the coalt of Africa to the Weft Indies; on
the cruelties of which he not expatiate; but as it had been called a
nuriery for our feamen, he fhould obferve on a few figures in the
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beft computation we had on the fubjeét. In the year 1788, ina
thip in this trade, 650 perfons were on board—out of whom 15§
died. ln another, 405 were on board—out of whom were lolt
200. Inanother there were on board 4 50—out of whom 200 died.
In another there were on board 402—out of whom 73 died.
When Captain Wilfon was afked the caufes of this mortality, he
replied, that the flavés had a fixed melancholy and dejection; that
they wifhed to die; that they refufed to eat, till they were beaten
for not eating ; and that, when they had been fo beaten, they had
16oked in the faces of the whites, and faid, piteoufly, ¢ Soon we
thall be no more.” They fometimes threw themfclves overboard 5
but were, in general, prevented by the high netting placed on pur-
pofe to reftrain them; and fuch a death they called an efcape.
‘[his melancholy, and its attendant diforders, mocked all attempts
to relieve them, and could only be conquered by conquering the
kindnefles of human nature. 1he wretches on board thefe fhips
died fometimes of infanity, fometimes of ftarving, and were fome-
times drowned! And is this horrid traffic to be continued as a nur-
fery for feamen? Even when the beft regulations have been made,
we have loft of our failors above eleven percent. When thofe regu-
lations were in agitation, the merchants in the trade protefted that
it would not be worth following; and now that thofe regulations
took place, they loudly called out that the motion for the abolition,
if carried, would be the means of their lofing large profits! What!
lofe large fums of money by the abolition of a lofing trade ?—buch
were the abfurdities to which the advocates of this trade and huraan
blood were driven. In every point of view it muilt appear that
the intereft, as well as the honor, of the country, required a difcon-
tinuance of fo vile a commerce. We might reap much greater
benefits by a commerce of another kind with Africa; and the Sierra
Leona Company were laudably eftablithing a trade, by which they
would gain immenfe advantages, without difgracing themfelves by
trafficking in human blood, and in murder. It was a mockery of
language to fay, that relieving the Negroes from their native op-
preflion was an act of mercy; for how could mercy exift whereit
had not juftice for its bafis?  Juftice was the primary principle on
which human happinefs and morals were founded; it was that to
which angels, as well as men, owed their virtues and their joys.
But this unjuft, this murderous mercy, which we fhewed to the
Africans, was the fame that the ferocious difciples of Mahomet
difplayed in the maflacre of whole Chriftian nations in propagat-
ing the Koran—It was the fame with the flaughtering humanity
of the Spaniards in America, to recommend the Inquilition. He
could have withed to drop for ever all recital of facts which tended
to prove the cruelty of thofe who dealt in this odious and abomi-
nable traffic, but there was an inftance which he could not omit
in this cafe.

Notwithftaading
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Notwithftanding the regulation of Sir William Dolben’s Bill,
the fituation of thofe wretches in the Middle Paflage was little
better than before, and thé mortality was equally great. - He
then enumerated feveral inftances of cruelty, of which we thall fe-
leé one. This was thecafe of a young girl, fifteen years of age,
of extreme modefty; and finding herfelf in a fituation incident
to her fex, was extremely anxious to conceal it. ‘T'he captain of
the veflel, inftcad of encouraging fo laudable a difpofition, tied
her by the wrift, and placed her in a pofition fo as to afford a fpec-
tacle to the whole crew. In this fituation he beat her; but not
thinking the exhibition he had made fufficiently confpicuous; he
tied her up by the legs, and then alfo beat her.  But his cruel in-

enuity was not yet exnaufted, for he next tied her up by one leg,
after which fhe loft all fenfation, and in the courfe of three days
fhe expired. This was beyond difpute a fat. [Name! Name!
Name! refounded from all parts of the Houfe.]  Captain Kimber
was the man ! faid Mr. Wilberforce. If any thing could, in the an-
nals of human depravity, gobeyond this, he owned he did not know
where to look forit.  But this was not a fingular inftance, there
were others of the fame kind ; there were proofs, beyond all dif-
pute, of many others; and if the Honourable Gentlemen wifhed to
take notes of the horrid acts of this bloody traffic, he would em-
ploy their pens days together, in barely taking down fimple faéts.
But this was not all; it was well known that it was now become
cuftomary to fet fire to whole villages in Africa, for the purpofe of
throwing the inhabitants into confufion, and taking them as they
fled from the flames.  Of all the trades that difgraced human be-
ings, this was the very worft. In others, however infamous,
there were fome proofs of the trait of fomething like humanity,
but in this there was a total abfence of them all. It was a fcene
of uniform, unadulterated, unfophifticated wickednefs. He took
a general view of all the other points on which this trade had been
defended, and refuted them all.

It had been alledged, that our abandoning the trade would have
little effe&, if we could not induce other nations to do the fame,
But this was an obfervation which they with greater force could
turn upon ourfelves. They might afk, of what avail would it be to
turn alide thé petty ftreams of traffic, while the broad river of
Britifh commerce flowed without interruption. But was there
not then remaining in our nation that pride which could refift the
fordid impulfe of avarice oppofing itlelf to juftice? Denmathk,
whofe commerce could lefs than ours afford any degree of dimi-
nution, had already rejected the foul intercourfe. It was a noble
atchievment, and fhould make Brirons bluth to have flipped the
opportunity of leading the glorious example. He could not but
exprefs the unanimous fentiment which pervaded every part of the

nation
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nation on this fubje&. Men, who difered on many fpeculative
points, and moft political copics, feemed to think of thefe difputes
when the paramount principles of humanity and juftice were in
queftion. Whatever tempeits may agitate the lower atmofphere,
all was harmony and brighefs in the higher regions.

¢« As fome tall cliff, that lifts its awful form,

¢ Swells from the vale, and mid-way leaves the Rorm,
« Though reund its breait the rolling ck:
¢ Eternal {fun-fhine fettles on his head.”

o it lnu(.l,

He had already ftated, that the flaves now in our iflands were
fufficiently numerous for every purpofe; that, when no more
were {uffered to be imported, they muit of neceility be well treat-
ed; that, by proper treatment, they would muldply fafter, and be
better fervants; and if the planters had more ground than was
cultivated, they might employ it to greater advantage in cotton
and cinnamon than in canes. Improvements of machinery alfo
would diminifh labour very much: and however ufeful thofe co-
lonies were to us, yet, confidering by how precarious a tenure
we held them in time of war, we could not fuifer any material ca-
pital to be invefted with them: but, whatever may be their va-
lue, we thould not confider their withes in-oppofition to their real
interefts, and contrary to the principles of honour, juftice and hu-
manity. We had been lately informed, by him who moft, and moft
defervedly, poffefled the public confidence, that our commerce and
revenues were in the moft profperous ftate imaginable; and while
we poflefled fo many bleflings, and fo much happinefs ourfelves,
fure we could the beiter afford, and could lefs grudge, to impart a
portion of them to others. Prejudice had once been entertained
againft the Negroes, which no Gentleman at prefent could, with-
out a blufh, acknowledge; becaufe their complexion differed from
ours, foalfo did their nature. This foolith idea being removed,
were we to quarrel with themfor being favages? He'hoped not;
for there certainly was not a crime imputed to the Africans, which
had not actually been committed by our anceftors here in Britain.
His Motion would fomewhat differ from that which he propofed
laft year; though he fhould never be of any other opinion, than
that the trace fhould be totally abolifhed immediztely.

Mr. Wilberforce concluded a fpeech of great length,in which
he feemed to endeavour at the expreflion of obvious truth, in plain
rather than elegant language, by faying, that, in his exertions for
the prefent caufe, he had found happinefs, though not hitherto
fuccefs 5 that it enlivened his waking, and foothed his evening hours ;
that he carried the topic with him to his repofe, znd often had the

blifs
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blifs of remembering, that he had demanded juftice for millions,
who could not af it for themfelves '—He then moved,

« That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the Trade
carried on by Britith Subjets, for the Purpofe of obtaining Slaves
on the Coaft of Africa, ought to be abolithed.”

T'his, if carried, hethould follow up by another, ¢ That the
Chairman be directed to move the Houfe for Leave to bring in a
Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.”” In this Bill time might
be given for that abolition, as to the Houfe might feem meet.

Myr. Bailey rofe to reply to Mr. Wilberforce ; but he fpoke in
fo low a voice, and there was fo much noife in the gallery,
by perfons continually going in or out, that it was with very great
difficulty we could here and there catch a fentence, which gave
us any idea of what he was faying. At his defire, the Clerk read
the Petition lately prefented by Lord Sheflield, from the Planters
and others interefted in the Ifland of Jamaica, in which it was
ftated, that the flave trade had originally been undertaken in con-
fequence of encouragement held out by Parliament, and particu-
larly by the Acts of the 10th and 11th of William III. and 32d
of George Il. in which the Legiflature, in exprefs terms, de-
clared, that the flave trade was abfolutely neceffary to the Wefk
India Iflands.

Mzr. Bailey obferved, as foon as the Clerk had read the Petition,
that he felt a very fincere refpect for the private character of the
Honourable Gentleman who had made the Motion, for he believed
it to be truly amiable ; he entertained alfo a very high opinion of
the great abilities of two Right Hon. Gentlemen (Mr. Pitt and
Mr. Fox) whom the arguments of the Honourable Member had
made converts to his fyftem, and who had both of them fupported
it with all their powers of eloquence in the laft Seffion of Parlia-
ment. But, great as was his refpe& for all three, he muft take the
liberty of faying, that the prevalence of the opinions maintained
by them would thake the Britifh Iflands in the Weit Indies, and
endanger thofe valuable poffeflions. ‘That he had an intereft, and
a deep one too, in the prefervation and profperity of thofe iflands,
he would not pretend to deny ; for he was pofleflled of very con-
fiderable property there, both in lands and in Negroes; but he
would at the fame time maintain, that the people of England had
an infinitely deeper intereft in thofe colonies, becauie a very great
propartion of their commerce, their revenue, and their navy, de-
pended upon the flourithing ftate of thofe iflands. They would
furely then be extremely cautious how they treated a queftion
which involved in its confequences al! thefe important confidera-
tions, and might, by ruining our pofleflions in the Weft Indies,
give a fatal blow to our manufaGures, and throw the finances of
this country into the greateft confufion. The humanity of the

Houfe
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Houfe and the Nation had been prefled into the fervice of thofe
who were advocates for the abolition of the flave trade; and ac=
counts had been given, and induftrioufly circulated through the
kingdom, that cruelties, hitherto unheard of, had been exercifed
upon the unfortunate Negroes. But fuppofing fome of thefe ac-
counts had had a foundation in truth, they could not afford juft
grounds for charging the planters in general with cruel practices.
As well might a foreigner arraign the character of the Britith na-
tion, and fay, that Britons werc barbarous and cruel, if he was
to form his julgment from a perufal of the printed trials at the
Old Bailey. He could fay for himfelf, that, having pafled a con-
fiderable part of his life in'the Weft Indies, he had never witnefled
fuch barbarities as had been charged upon the planters; that the
Negroes were not wretched and unhappy ; that, on the contrary,
they were more at their eafe, more comfortable, and more con-
tented, than the labouring part of this country, or of any other
in Europe. Of late, indeed, {ymptoms of difcontent had mani-
fefted themfelves in fome of the iflands, and the flaves appeared to
be diffatisfied with their condition. But he contended, that this
was by no means the confequence of ill ufage from their maflers ;
it was the effe¢t of the new doctrines broached in Europe by the
advocates of a new-fangled fyftem of humanity. It was not his
intention to defcribe to the Committee, the horrors of the infur-
rection produced by this fyltem in the ifland of St. Domingo.
T'he difcuffion of laft year had occafioned all the difturbances in
that ifland, which had been fufficiently proved by the author of a
pamphlet lately publithed in favour of the flave trade ; a part of
which he then read to the Houfe.  He faid he would not fhock the
feelings of the Members, by tracing a faithful pi¢ture of the mur-
der of infants, and the ravifhing of beautiful women, in the pre-
fence of their hufbands or parents ; he would not cull upon Gen-
tlemen to caft a look upon the horrid and unnatural {cene, in which
fathers were butchered by the hands of their own children; nor
would defire them to contemplate the defolation of the once moft
valuable and flourifhing colony in the world, now a heap of ruins;
but he would deprecate the adoption of the meafure propofed for
abolifhing flavery, which could not fail to reduce cur own colonics
to the deplorable condition in which we all knew St. Domingo was
at this moinent.

If Gentlemen had turned their thoughts to the ftate of the
Negroes, merely becaufe they wanted objects upon which they
might exercife their humanity, he would tell them that they need
not travel fo far as the Weit Indies in fearch of them, ftor they
might find at home, in the ftreets, cellars, and garrets of the
metropolis, perfons whofe fituation was truly deplorable, and, com-

* ¥k i Vg pared




18 PARLIAMENTARY CHRONICLE:

pared with whom, the worfe treated Negroes enjoyed happinefs ir1
a fupreme degree.

‘I'hat the condition of the Negroes might be rendered {till more
comfortable than it was,, he would not pretend to deny: religion,
if propagated among them, would not only add to their comfort,
but, by its confequences, lead them to that difpofition in which
they might be capable of enjoying liberty. ‘I'he flaves in the
Roman Catholic Iflands were infiructed by the clergy of that re-
ligion with indefatigable care and induftry, and the fruits of their
labour were to be difcovered in the improvement of the morals
and underftanding of the Negroes; but it unaccountably hap-
pened, that, in the Britith Colonies, the clergy of the eftablithed
church, though their livings were extremely rich, were fhamefully
negligent of their duty, and took not the lcaft pains to give the
flaves an idea of religion. This, in his cpinion, called for the in-
terpofition either of the Iegiflature, or of the fpiritual fuperiors
of the clergy; and he believed that nothing was wanting, but the
inculcating of ‘religious principles into the minds of the Negroes,
to render their fituation far fuperior to that of the lower orders of
the pecple in England. With refpe to the idea of abolifhing
the flave trade, he muft refolutely cppofe it becaufe he was con-
vinced that the trade was abfolutely neceffary to the political exift-
ence of our Weft India Iflands, and that the ruin of them would
be the inevitable confequence of the abolition. He concluded by
declaring the fituation of the Weft-India Negroes to be com-
fortable; and that the witnefles who had given evidence 1n tavour
of the abolition, were a fet of low, ignorant wictches, felected
purpofely from the refufe of mankind.

Mir. Vaughan followed Mr. Bailey, and took the fame fide of
the queftion. He faid, that, before he fhould enter into the de-
tail of what he intended to fay on this important fubject, he deemed
it neceflary to mzke fome few previous cbfervations, for the pur-
pafe of rsmoving certain prejudices, which might be entertained
arainft him. - Tt might be faid he was a plantery and therefore not
gualified to give an impartial vote upon the queftion for abolifh-
ing the flave trade. ‘i'o tais he would reply, that, though a
planter, he had formerly entertained precifely the fame ideas, re-
fpefting the conditicn cf {laves in the Weft Indies, that were en-
tertained by the Honourzble and Humane Gentleman wio had
made the motion; and nothing could have made him renounce
thofe ideas, but a voyage to Jamaica, which he undertook for the
purpofe of enabling imfelf to forin a true judgment on the {ub-
jedt, on the evidence of his cwn eyes. If, therefore, he could,
though a planter, think the fate of Wegroes truly wretched, whilit
he judged only trom the account of others, he could not be faid to
Jave been blended by felfy or to have fucriiced the feclings of his
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heart to intereft. On the other hand, having changed his mind,
after he had vifited Jamaica, for the fole purpofe of feeing with
his own eyes the ftate of the Negroes, he hoped Gentlemen
would give him fo much credit as to believe that the change, in
his opinion, was purely the effet of conviction I He trufted, that
all thefe previous obfervations would effectually remove the pre-
judices under which a perfon, circumitanced as he was, muft
rife to fpeak on fuch a queftion as the prefent. Having exprefled
this hope, he faid, that his voyage to Jamaica had convinced him
of this truth, of which Parliament and the whole nation appeared
to be equally convinced, viz. that the Negroes were as yet un-
prepared for receiving and enjoyinz liberty; and ecvery one
would agree with him, that civilization fhould precede the grant
of liberty. Ina civilized ftate the mind had wants, but in flavery
the body alone felt any. He was convinced alfo, that white people
could not bear the heat of the climate between the tropics, it
they were to go through the work performed by Negroes. If they
could, the planters would be happy to employ them for all they
wanted was to have their work done: it was workmen, not flaves,
that they flood in need of.

It had been faid, that a number of inftruments of torture were
ufed for the purpofe of exercifing barbarous cruelties upon the
Negroes: he declared that, for the feven months he refided upon
his father’s eftate, he had never feen any. The only inftruments
of punifhment he ever faw there, were the whip and the ftocks.
Others, indeed, might perhaps be in the towns, whither the moft
refra&ory were ufually fent to he corrected by the proper officers.
He was of opinion, that the whip alone would be fufficient to
keep the flaves to their duty; and he did not know that that might
not be effected even without the whip. .

Gentlemen were taught by accounts, induftricufly circulated,
that the flaves were wretched, and impatient of bondage. FHe
could take upon him to fay, that this was not the cafe: he had
feen them, at the times of their diverfions, as gay, as lively, and
as merry, as any people he had ever feen in France. That they
were not impatient of flavery, he inferred from this: he knew an
overfeer, who required his employei’s flaves to work one night,
after they had laboured very hard on that and the nine preced-
ing days. The flaves murmured a little at this command ; but as
foon as the overfeer faid to them, What did your mafter buy you
for but to work ? they, ftruck with the juftnefs of his argument,
refigned themfclves entirely to his diferetion, and beiook them-
felves to their labour.

The tendernefs of the planters towards their flaves, on a thou-
fana occafions, was proved by the evidence on the tabie, from
which it appeared that afee of gl. had been given to medical perfons
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to attend females in difficult births. He had feen with his own
eyes, the nurfes vifit the fick houles four or five times a day, and
adminiiter medicines to the fick with their own hands. Whén
they were in ficknefs, they were attended by furgeons; and he
knew feveral, ladies who ufed to vifit the huts of the fick, two,
three, ay, ‘four times a day, with parental folicitude. :

He was ready to allow, however, that the fituation of the
blacks might be rendered {till morc comfortable. He thought
that, if they were admitted to give evidence againft white perfons,
no bad confequence would enfue. It might not be neceflary to
compel the Judge and Jury to receive their evidence; but ftill
they might be direéted to hear it.

He was of opinion, that the power which the overfeers poflefs,
of punithing or correéting the flaves, ought to be confiderably cur-
tailed. It might certainly be ufed with reafon and moderation.
There was a law, by which a planter was prevented from giving

a flave more than thirty lafthes at any one time. Some tied up:
¥ ji P

their flaves cight or ten times in one day, which, perbaps, might
be deemed rather too harth ; but it was very feldom that they were
flogged fo often. It might be proper to ordain, that no black
thould receive more than thirty-nine ftripes in twenty-four hours:

It would be very fit alfo, that they fhould be inftruéted in prin-
ciples of religion. It had been found that, in the iflands ceded to
us by France, the Negroes had been bred Catholics, and religion
had greatly improved them; but, to the difgrace of the clergy,
in all the iflands that had been originally planted by the Englifh,
not the leaft pains had been taken by them to give the flaves even
the {fmalleft idea of religion. From this declaration, however,
he muft except fome Moravians, who had endeavoured to make
Chriftians of the Negroes. He withed that fomeof the Minifters
of the Church of England, whom he then faw in the gallery, would
beftow as much care in inftilling religions principles into the
minds of thofe poor ignorant people, as they did in reprefenting
them as in a deplorable ftate of wretchednefs.

‘The mortality among the Negroes had been urged as a proef of
the ill ufage which they fuffered. But this was a miftake. There
were diforders peculiar to them, with which our phvficians were
totally unacquainted in Europe, for which they were unable to
account, and which it was not in their power to cure. There
was fome one particular day within the firft nine after the birth of
a Negro, which might be denominated critical. On that day
great numbers of them dicd; but fuch as furvived it, were fure to
thrive.  Surely then the death of fo many on the 3d, 6th, or gth
day, could not be fet down to the account of ill ufage.

: It had been argued, that the decreafe of their numbers in fome
ilands proved that they had been treated cruelly. Now, he would
afk,
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afk, had it not been found that the pecple of London had decreafed
in fome particular years ? And would any onc fay that it was by
cruelty that their numbers were lefiened ? In many refpedls, the Ne-
groes of the Weft Indies were treated lefs cruelly than the fubjects
cf this country were. Here trifling thefts were punithed with death ;
but there fome light adequate ccrporal punifhient was inflicted.

The diftfributive juftice of the planters was remarkable, and
worthy of imitation. If one Negro ftole from another, the thief
was furc of being feverely punithed: by this impardality, the
Weft India Gentlemen proved to the world, that they protect
even the property of their flaves. In many refpects, the flaves
were in an enviable fituation. If they married, and died; they
were certain of having their children and widows well taken care
of.

The frequent importations of African flaves were urged as
proofs of mortality among the Negroes, and that mortality was
faid to be the confequence of i}l ufage. But the truth was, it
ought fairly to be afcribed to other cauics, the difproportion be-
tween the fexes, the number of thofe who remained in a ftate of
celibacy, and the want of iflue among thofe whom promifcuous
debauchery rendered unfruitful. The mortality, and confequently
the annual importations of flaves from Africa, might be prevented,
if the morals of the blacks were improved by a fenfe of religion 3
if marriage was more encouraged among them ; and if a premium
was to be beitowed upon the father in proportion to the number
of his children. It might be proper alfo to encourage them to in-
duftry, by enabling them to enjoy rationally the fruits of tneir
labour.  On his father’s cftate the Negroes were entiiled to the
property of cvery thing which they acquired by induftry. He re-
membered that they had brought him pine apples, which they had
cultivated for themfelves, and offered them to fale at a certain
price. He, thinking that they aiked too much, would not buy
them : they carried them clfewhcre, and having fold them, pur-

O
ciafed liquor, &c. which they drank with their friends in merri-

ment and jollity.

He faid that the planters ftood in need of perfons to work their
eftates ; they cared not what was the complexion of thofe li-
bourers ; they would be glad to hire them in the iflands, as work-
mer are in kurope, at fo much per day. if Parliament could not
find fuch for them, then it was bound not to deprive the colonics
of the only means by which they could be fupplied with workmen,
namely, the flave trade.

The Weft India Iflands at prefent were in a {tate of great
profperity, and it would be a very unjuflifiable meafure to deprive
them of the means of increafing that profperity, by purchafing
Negroes, who were the only people that could work their lands,

and
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and whom both their mafters and miftrefles treated with the utn?‘oi'r
humanity. He enforced this pofition by a variety of fatts, arifing
from his own knowledze, tending to fhow that the planter_s were
oreatly improved in the management of their {laves, efpecially in
the Ifland of Jamaica, and that there was no good grounds wnat-
ever to go into a vote for the abolition. 4

Numerous combinations had taken place in England againft
the ufe of fugar, under the idea, that to eat it would be to confume
the blood of the unfortunate Negroes. He condemned the com-
bination, and fhewed that fugar was a wholefome aliment, and
that its cultivation was not accompanied by any fevere labour
on the part of the flaves, yet fuch as white people could not en-
dure, which he afferted was confeffed by the Sierra Leona Com-
pany in their late publication, a part of which he read, ftating,
that white people could not cultivate Africa; at the fame time
they alledged, that it was cqual in climate to the Weft Indies. A
planter in South Carolina faid, that indigo was a bad thing to cul~
tivate, becaufe it was not good for either man or beatt ; the fugar
cane was the very reverfe, for it afforded nourifament to both.

His obfervations hitherto had been confined to the fituation of
the Negroes after their arrival, or birth, in the Weit Indies. He
concluded with faying, that, with refpect to the flave trade; the
Honourable Gentieman, if he underftood him right, had fo framed
his Motion, that thofe who were for an immediate abolition, and
thofe who were for making it the gradual and progreflive werk of
time, would equally have an opportunity of giving a fatisfactory
vote on the occafion. Should thofe who were againit the abolition
think, neverthelefs, that, in procefs of time, it might take place
without any bad confequence, they might vote for the Honourable
Gentleman’s motion ; becaufe they would find other {tages of the
bufinefs, in which ‘they might take fteps for putting off the evil
day to as late a period as they could with propriety; or for pro-
pofing fuch meafures, as fhould render the approach of it lefs
dangerous to the planters and the empire.

Myr. Wilberforce faid, that the Hon. Gentleman appeared to
have thoroughly underftood his Motion.

Myr. H. Thornton {poke decidedly for the abolition. He faid, he
fincerely regretted that fome mercantile man, of more weight and
ability than himfelf, had not rifen to vindicate the honour of com-
merce, and refcue it from the difzraceful imputation, that it had, or
could have, any thing in common with the flave trade, which was a
fcandalous traffic in human fieth.  As no other perfon of com-
mercial chara&er had undertaken this tafk, he had refolved to take
it upon hiinfelf. ‘The two Honourable Gentlemen who had op-
pofed his Honourable Friend’s Motion, had both travelled to the
Weft Indies; but they had not vifited, even in ‘magination, the
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coaft of Africa, whence the wretched flaves were brought; nor
had they thought proper to take the leaft notice of the enormities,
fo ably and pathetically defcribed by his Honourable Friend, which
difgraced the name of Englithmen on the coaft of Africa. The
twa Honourable Members agreed, that it was neceflary to the
planters to find men to work their eftates, and that, if they could
not get them elfewhere, they muft procure them from Africa.
This fomewhat refembled the advice ol the father to his fon,—¢ Get
money honeftly if you can; but at all events get money.” For it
meant this:—¢ Workmen we wifh to procure honeftly, if we canj
but, let us get them what way we may, we mufl have them at
all events.”

He would not allow that the traffic in human flelh was 2 trade;
he could view it in no other light than as a crime; and therefore
he would not confent to any regulation of it, for he would not re-
gulate a crime. He called upon all thofe to whom the characle
of 2 Britith merchant was dear, to come forward, and refcue that
refpeclable name from difgrace, by putting an end to what was
falfely called a branch of trade, but which was, in reality, nothing
more than a fyftem of cruelty, babarity, rapine, and murder.

In addition to the inftances of kidknapping given by Mr. Wil-
berforce, he gave fome others that had occurred on the coaft near
the new fettlement at Sierra Leona, in which he was concerned.
A fhot was one day heard ; and, on enquiry, it was found to bea
kind of fue de joie for the capturc of an unfortunate man, who was
to be {old as a flave. A man had a&ually fold his father, who was
a rich man; and he redcemed himfelf by felling to the Englifh
fome of his own flaves: thus was nature perverted by a commerce
which we had introduced among the Africans.

Mr. Thornton read aletter from King Naimbaro, in the neighbour-
hood of Sierra Leona, who complained that three of his relations had
been kidknapped, and carried oft to the Weft Indies; where they
were at that moment in a ftate of flavery. The letter was as follows;
« My fubjects, and the fubjects of other Kings, have been {tolen
away by the inhabitants of all nations who vifit this coait. ‘I'hree
of my own relations have becn taken away by a Captain Coxe,and
{old for flaves; for what reafon I know not. 1 never molefted the
property or perfon of others. I love the Natives of Great Bri~
tain—I have borne many infults from them, which have cccafioned
me to be filent fo long—whether I fhall fee my relations again 1
know not, but thofe who took them will be called to account for
their a&ions one day or another.” Ar. Thornton faid fuch was
the dreadful {tate of the country, that neither kings nor pecople
were fafe; and that, in fad, the greateft hinderance they had found
to the eftablithment of the Sierra Leona Cclony, was owing to the
general dread and fear which the natives had to refide near the
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coaft; and that a principal hope in eftablithing that colony, and
introducing induftry and cultivation into Africa, depended upon the
Motion before the Houfe—the abolition of that trade.

Mr. Thornton infifted, that, as the trading in flaves was againft
every principle of juftice, we ought to renounce it at once, and not
fuffer any miferable idea of policy to prevail, in making us retain
what it was impofhible for us to defend. He faid, the coaft near the
new Settlement at Sierra Leona, had once been populous, and
highly cultivated; but, in confequence of the appearance of our
flave fhips there, it was now almoft a defart.

He maintained, that, by cultivating a good underftanding with
the people of the country, by encouraging them to cultivate the
earth, and fhewing a facred regard for property, we might open a
thoufand chanuiels of commerce with them, which might be carried
on on both fides without a pang, or bringing a tear into the eye of
humanity. ‘The number of forts which we poffefled along the
coaft, with diftricts round each of them, afforded us better means
than any other European nation poffefled, c¢ giving the natives a
tafte for agriculture, and the true objects of commerce. He was
of option, then, that we ought to avail ourfelves of this circum-
ftance, and renounce immediately the infamous flave trade, which
was a reproaca to us both as Chriftians and men.

He adverted to the Petitions before the Houfe, which he main-
tained fhewed the fenfe of the public, with regard to the general
injuftice of the trade; and that it was derogatory to the charaéter
2nd dignity of the nation, to fuffer it to be carried on. He thought
that, while the enemies of our invaluable conftitution were endea-
vouring to fow the {eeds of difcontent, it would be highly incum-
bent for that Houfe to evince to the public, that they were not the
laft to feel thefe public fentiments of juftice, and that they fhould
rather anticipate the public fentiments on every great point. He
hoped, notwithftanding the variety of opinions which prevailed,
that there would be this night an unanimous decifion for the Quef-
tion, and thereby thew that high fenfe of juftice and humanity, for
wiich this country had always {tood pre-eminent.

Colonel Tarleton {aid, notwithftanding the indefatigable exertions
of the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) and the nume-
rous petitions which crowded the table from cvery part of Great
Britain, he thould not fhrink from the difcuffion, but proceed to
argue againft a fpeculation which he deemed chimerical and def-
tructive.  Humanity was a paffion feldom applied to in vain; but
he thould beg to remind the Committee, that, to be eftimable, it
ought to be tempered with juftice.  After the ample dilcuffion of
laft Seflion upon the fubje&, he thould not find jt neceflary to go
to great lengths; and, 1n what he fhould fay, hethould not lofe
fight of that philanthropy by which the advocates for the avolition

of




e i

PARLIAMENTARY CHRONICLE. 2.5

of the flave trade pretended to be governed. IHe might fuffer it
to be decided without difcuflion, as many minifterial queftions
had in the courfe of the Seffion; but, as the reprefentative of a
great trading town, and a friend to the interefts of the country in
general, he thould not form his conduct by fuch examples. He
thould not recur to the origin of the trade, or enumerate the par-
liamentary fanctions which it had from time to time received;
nor yet contraft the lenity of the Weft India Government with
the favage ferocity of the African Princes; but point out the policy
of continuing the trade, and the impracticability of its abolition.
If we were inclined to relinquith the traffic, the other nations of
Europe would not, as the Honourable Gentleman contended,
follow our example, but would make their advantage of our folly.
The Dutch and the French wculd deride us for giving up our
thare in a beneficial commerce, which would neverthelefs go on.
The loffes would be ours; the profit would be theirs. An equal
number of flaves would continue to be imported into the Weft
Indies; and the cafe of the African would be exattly the fame,
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