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WILLIAM ROSCOE, Esa. Presipext,
i AND TO

THE OTHER MEMBERS

THE LIVERPOOL SOCIETY
rO0R THE MITIGATION AND GRADUAL ABOLITION OF SLAVERY,
THE FOLLOWING LETTER,
PRESENTED TO THEM,
AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST,
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY

INSCRIGED.
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SR,

LT is with much concern that I observe,
in your excellent and popular work on Political Econo-
my, the sentiments you express on the subject of the
comparative expensc of free and slave labour. Ac-
customed to respect you highly as an enlightened ad-
vocate of liberal principles, and to admire the philan-
thropic spirit which pervades your writings, 1 cannot
but regret deeply, that opinions so calculated to per-
petuate slavery, should have the sanction of your au-
thority ; and that, while you denounce the slave sys-
tem as unjustifiable, you admit, that,in a pecuniary
point of view, it may be the most profitable.

As this subject is of peculiar importance at the pre-
sent moment, when efforts are making both in this
country and in France, to effect the gradual abolition
of slavery in the Colonies, I will not apologize for ad-
dressing you. The same regard to truth and candour,
which secured your reluctant assent to an opinion,
little in unison, I am sure, with your feelings, will lead
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you to examine, with impartiality, any facts or argu-
ments which I may adduce in my attempt to contro-
vert it. Bany of them, I am aware, must be familiar
lo you, but possibly even these may appear in a new
light, and derive some additional force, from their con-
nexion with others which have not fallen under your
observation.

Fhe expense of slave-labour resolves itself into the
annual sum, which, in the average term of the pro-
dnctive years of a slave’s life, will liquidate the cost of
purchase or rearing, and support in old age, if he attain
it, with interest, ard the sum annually expended in
his maintenance.

Ifwe omit the case of purchased slaves, and suppose
them to be bred on the estate, (and as breeding is now
admitted to be, under ordinary circumstances, the
cheapest mode of supply, your argument will gain by
the supposition,) the expense of free labour will re-
solve itself into precisely the same elements, since the
wages paid to free labourers of every kind, must be
such as to enable them, one with another, to bring up
a family, and continue their race.

Now it is observed by Adam Smith, “ The wear
and tear of a {ree servant, is equally at the expense
* of his master, and it generally costs him much less
* than that of a slave.. "The fund destined for replac-
““ing and repairing, if I may say so, the wear and teay
“ of the slave, is commonly managed by a negligent
“ master, or careless overseer. That destined for per-
“ forming the same office with regard to the freeman,
“is wunaged by the freeman himself. 'The disorders
“ which generally prevail in the economy of the rich,

LY
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« paturally introduce themselves into the management
 of the former ; the strict frugality and parsimonious at-
 tention of the poor, as naturally establish themselves
% in that of the latter.”” The Russian political econo-
mist, Storch, who had carefully examined the system
of slavery in that extensive Empire, makes the same
remark almost in the same words. Hume expresses
a similar opinion 'in decided terms ; and I have now
before me a statement from one of the slave districts
in the United States, in which it is estimated that,
taking the purchase-money or the expense of rearing a
slave, with the cost of his maintenance, at their actuat
rates, and allowing fifteen years of health and strength,
during which to liquidate the first cost, his labour will
be at least 25 per cent. dearer than that of the free
labourer in the neighbouring districts.

It is observed by a planter, in a letter published by
the Hon. Joshua Steele, a member of the eouncil in
Barbadoes, under the signature of Philo Xylon, ¢ The
« truth is, that although we plant much more ground
« than should be sufficient to produce provisions to
“ feed our labouring slaves, yet the negroes, feeling
“ that they have no direct property in these crops, and
“ that we must buy more to supply them if those crops
« fall short, the cultivation is negligently performed
“ by them, and the produce is afterwards stolen by
“ the negro watchmen or their confederates, so tha
“ ye seldom reap a third part of what should be the
« patural and probable produce. But if we could
« depend on their diligence and economy, in cultiva-
“ {ing rented tenements, and carefully storing their
“ crops, they might undoubtedly be maintained bet-
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“ ter than they are, and at a much smaller expense
“ than it costs us at present; not only by our wasting
“ three times as much land as might be necessary for
“that purpose, but also by our cultivating it with a
“ reluctant gang to our loss.” From inquiries made
with reference to this subject, it appears that the ave-
rage weekly expense in the Liverpool Workhouse, for
provisions, including ale, wine, spirits, tea, sugar, but-
ter, &c. given to the sick, is 2s 64d per head, exclusive
of rent; while the average weekly expenditure of
seven families, taken from among the labourers of a
respectable commercial house, is only 1s 53d per head,
exclusive of rent,

From the preceding particulars, it appears highly
probable, that the cost of rearing and maintaining a
slave, would render his labour, under ordinary circum-
stances, at least as expensive as that of the free la-
bourer. Let us next examine which is the most pro-
ductive,

And here I shall again avail myself of the observa-
tions of Storch, the Russian economist :  As the slave
““ 1s always labouring for another, and not for himself s
““as he Is restricted to the bare necessaries of life, and
“ sees no prospect of bettering his condition, he loses
“ every characteristic of the effective labourer: he be-
“ comes a machine, and often a machine very stubborn
“ and diflicuit to manage. A man who is not paid in
“ proportion to the labour he performs, will perform
“as little as he can.  This is an acknowledged truth,
*“ confirmed by the experience of every day. Leta
“ a [ree labourer work by the day, and he will:be in-
“ dolent; pay him by the piece, and he will often
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i exert himself to the ruin of his health. If this ob-
“ servation is just with respect to the free labourer, it
“ is infinitely more so in relation to the slave.

“ As long as the ancient Romans cultivated their
¢ fields with their own hands, Italy was famed for its
% fertility and abundant produce ; but agriculture dec-
“ clined as soon as it was left to the slaves: then, in-
¢ stead of cultivating their lands, they turned them into
“ pastures, and the inhabitants of this delightful coun-
“ try, became dependent upon foreign provinces for
“ subsistence. The petty landholders and farmers
“ disappeared: and the very country that had once
“ presented the smiling aspect of a multitude of vil-
“ lages, peopled with men free and happy, became
% one vast solitude, in which were scattered, here and
“ there, a few magnificent palaces, that formed the
% most striking contrast with the miserable cabins and
% subterraneous cells which contained their slaves.
¢ These facts, related by the Roman historians, are at-
« tested and explained by Pliny, Columella, and Varro.
¢« ¢ What was the cause of these abundant har-
« ¢ yests?? says Pliny, in speaking of the early times
% of the republic. ¢ It was this—that men of rank em-
¢ ¢ ployed themselves in the culture of the fields;
¢ ¢ whereas now it is left to wretches loaded with fet-
« ¢ ters, who carry in their countenances the shameful
« ¢ avidence of their slavery.” That free labourers are
< superior to slaves, is granted even by masters them-

‘.4 selves, when they have intelligence enough to per-
© « ceive therdifference, and candour enough to acknowl-

“ edge.it. . Call to mind on this subject, the passage
el 2
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“ of Columella,* that I have quoted above, in which
“ he depicts the negligence and reluctance of slave-
“ labourers. In the same chapter, this author lays it
“ down as a fundamental principle, that, whatever be
“ the species of culture, the labour of a free man is |
“ always preferable to that of a slave. Pliny is of the |
“ same opinion.” i

“ Observe that these testimonies in favour of free
“labour, are rendered by Romans, by men who held
“ slaves, and who were the greatest agriculturalists of
“their time.” “ In manufactures, the superiority of
“ the free labourer over the slave, is still more per-
“ ceptible than in the cultivation of lands.” The
“ more manufactures extend in Russia, the more this - |
“ truth continues to be felt. 1In 1805, M. Pantéléyef,
“ the agent of a cloth manufactory, in the district of
“ Moscow, set at liberty all his slave-labourers, the
 number of whom amounted to 84, The same year
“ M. Milioutin did the same.”

Brougham in his Colonial Policy fully concurs in |
these sentiments: It requires very little argument to
“ prove, that the quantity of work which may be ob-
“ tained from a labourer or drudge, is liable to be |

* ¢« Complaints as to the negligent and fraudalent conduct of slaves,
are as ancient' as slavery itself : read, for example, what Columella
says of those of his times. ¢ Maxime vexant servi, qui boves elocant,
eosdemque et cetrae pecora mald pascunt, nec industrié terram vertunt,
longeque plus imputant seminis Jacti, quam quod sererint : sed nec
quod terrae ‘'mandaverint, sic adjuvant ut rect? proveniat; idque cum
in arcam contulerunt, per trituram quotidié minuunt, vel fraude vel
negligentia. Nam et ipsi diripiunt, et ab aliis furibus non custodiunt.
Sed nec conditum cum fide rationibus inferunt.” 1 have often heard
the same complaints from the mouths of Livonian land-holders, and

one may hear them constantly repeated in the West-Indies, in Hun-
gary, and’in the interior of Russia.” !

4 '}ﬁ & / Y ”') ot Lo edaliie ey i ..ﬂ"{ Jlcteldelalalalin s
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« affected as much by the injurious treatment he re-
¢« ceives, as by the idleness in which he may be per-
« mitted to indulge. - When this dradge is a slave, no
« motive but fear can operate on his diligence and
« attention. A constant inspection is therefore abso-
« Jutely necessary, and a perpetual terror of the lash is
“ the only prevention of indolence. But there are cer-
« tain bounds prescribed, even to the power of the
« Jash ; it may force the unhappy victim to move, be-
« cause the line of distinction between motion and
% rest, action and repose, is definite ; but no punish-
¢ ment can compel the labourer to strenuous exertions,
« hecause there is no measure or standard of activity.
« A state of despair,and not of industry, s the never-
¢ failing consequence of severe chastisement ; and the
¢ constant repetition of the torture only serves to
¢ blunt the sensibility of the nerves, and disarm punish-
« ment of its terrors. The body is injured, and the
« mind becomes as little willing, as the limbs are able,
“to exert.”

Hume remarks, “I shall add from the experience
« of our planters, that slavery 1s as little advantageous
¢ to the master as to the man. The fear of punish-
« ment will never draw so much labour from a slave,
« a5 the dread of being turned off, and not getling
« another service, will give a freeman.”

Koster, in his Travels in the Brazils, observes, ¢ The
« slave-trade is impolitic on the broad principle, that
« 3 man in a state of bondage,will not be so serviceable
“ to the community as one who acts for himself, and
« whose whole exertions are directed to the advance-
« ment of his own fortupe ; the creation of which, by
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“ regular means, adds to the general prosperity of the
“society to which he belongs. This undoubted and
“ndisputable fact, must be still more strongly im-
“pressed on the mind of every one who has been in
“the habit of seeing the manner in which slaves per-
“form their daily labour. 'Their indifference, and the
“ extreme slowness of every movement, plainly point
“out the trifling interest which they have, in the ad-
“vancement of the work. - I have watched two par-
“ties labouring in the same field, one of free persons,
“ the other of slaves, which occasionally, though very
“seldom, occurs. The former are singing, joking, and
“laughing, and are always actively turning hand and
“foot; whilst the latter are silent; and if they are
“viewed from a little distance, their movements are
““scarcely to be perceived.”

Hall, adverting to the pernicious effects of slavery
on the southern states of North America, observes,
“ Experience shows, that the quantity of labour per-
“formed by slaves, is much below that of an cqual
“number of free cultivators.”

An intelligent American gentleman, o whom que-
ries on this subject were sent out, rémarks, “I have
“in one of my answers, exposed the effect of slave-
““ cultivation on the soil of our country, and on the
“value ofreal estate. I will here further observe, that
“independently of this, there is no fact more certainly
“ believed by every sound mind in this country,than that
“slave-labour is abstractedly in i'tself', as it regards us,
““a great deal dearer than labour performed by free
“men; this is susceptible of clear proofs.”’

It 1s observed by Mr. Ramsay, who had twenty

) L St 5@ S
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years’ experience in the West Indies, “1 am firmly
““of opinion, that a sugar plantation might be “culti-
““ vated to more advantage, and at much less expense,
“ by labourers who were free men, than by slaves.”
Dr. Dickson, who resided in Barbadoes as secretary
to the late Hon. Edward Hay, the Governor of that
island, observes in a letter published in. his valuable
work on the Mitigation of Slavery, ¢ You need not
“ be informed, that it has been known for many ages
“by men of reflection, that the labour of slaves,
“ whether bought or bred, though apparently cheaper,
“isreally far dearer in general than that of free men.”
“The arguments which support this conclusion, as
“ applicable to modern Colonial slavery, were long ago
‘“ assented to and exemplified by men intimately ac-
“ quainted with and interested in the subject.” In
another letter in the same work, he gives “a calcula-
“ tion made under the guidance of M. Coulomb, an
“ able mathematician and experienced engineer, who
“{or many years conducted extensive military works
““ both in France and the West Indies,and who has pub-
“lished the result of his observations.” From this he
infers, “that field slaves do only between a third and
“a half of the work dispatched by reluctant French
“ soldiers, and probably not more than a third of what

- “those very slaves would do, if urged by their own in-

“ terest, instead of brute force, as Mr. Stecle experi-
¢ enced.” In speaking of Mr. Steele’s experience, in-
another place he remarks, “ He has ascertained as a
“ fact, what was before known to the learned as a the-
“ory, and to practical men as a paradox, That the
“ paying of slaves for thewr labour, docs actually produce
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.E.-'a"g;efy. great profit to thew owners.” Again, this able
and eXpeti_e_nc'ed writer observes, “The planters do
“not take the right' way to make human beings put
“forth their strength. 'They apply main force where.
“they should apply moral motives, and punishments
“alone,where rewards should be: judiciously intermix-
“ed. And yet, strange to-tell, those very men affirm, -
“and affirm truly, that a slave will do more work for
¢ himself in an afternoon, than he can be made to do
“ for his owner in a whole day or more. 'Now what is
“ the plain inference ? Mr. Steele, though, a stranger
““in the West Indies, saw it at once, and resolved to
“turn it to account, He saw that the negroes, like all
“ other human beings, were to be stimulated to per*
“ manent exertion only by a sense of their own inter-
“ests, in providing for their own wants and those
“of their offspring. * He -therefore tried. rewards,
‘“ which immediately roused the most indolent to ex-
“ ertion. His experiments ended in regular wages,
“ which the industry he had excited among his whole
“ eang, enabled him to pay. Here was a natural, ef-

" ficient, and profitable. reciprocity of interests. His

> N o A

““ pecople became contented ; his mind was freed from

“ that perpetual vexation, and that load of anxiety,
“ which are inseparable from the vulgar system, and in
“little better than four years, the annuel nett clearance
“of his property was more than tripled.”

“I must additionally refer,” remarks the same in-
telligent writer in another place, “to an excellent
¢ pamphlet, entitled Observations on Slavery, (pub-
“lished in 1788, and now out of print,); by my late
““worthy friend Dr. James Anderson, who shows that
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¢ the labour of a West India slave costs about thrice

“agmuch as it would cost, if executed by a freeman,
““Taking another case, he demonstrates that the la-

““ bour of certain colliers in Scotland, who, till our own
 times, were subjected to a mild kind of vassalage,
“ regulated by law, was twice as dear as that of the
“ freemen who wrought other coal-mines, in the same
¢ country, and thrice as dear as commeon day labour.”

I think we might safely infer, from the preceding
particulars, that under ordinary circumstances the
labour of free men is cheaper than that of slaves ; but
there are many other considerations which strongly
confirm this conclusion.

If slave labour were cheaper than free labour, we
should naturally expect that, in a state where slavery
was allowed, land, ceteris paribus, would be most val-
uable in the districts where that system prevailed ; and
that in two adjoining states, in the one of which
slavery was allowed, and in the other prohibited, land
would be least valuable in the latter ; but the contrary
is notoriously the fact. In alate communication from
America on this subject, from an intelligent observer,
it is remarked : ¢ The system of slave cultivation, as
¢ practised in the United States of America, has like-
“ywise a most desiructive effect on the soil of our
¢« country. The state of Maryland, though a slave
¢ state, has comparatively but few slaves in the upper
¢ or western part of it ; the land in this upper district
“ js generally more broken by hills and stones, and is
“not so fertile as that on the southern and eastern

B

& palts The latter has also the advantage of being
““ situated upon the navigable rivers that flow into the
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‘% Chesapeake Bay, and its produce can be conveyed to

‘“ market at one-third of the average expense of that
“ from the upper parts of the state ; yet, with all these -
“ advantages of soil, situation, and climate, the land
‘“ within the slave district will not, upon a general
“ average, sell for half as much per acre as that in the
“upper districts, which is cultivated principally by free
“men. This fact may be also further and more
“ strikingly illustrated by the comparative value of land
“ within the states of Virginia and Pennsylvania, the
“ one lying on the south, and the other on the north
“side of Maryland; the one a slave, the other a free
“state. In Virginia, land of the same natural soil and
“local advantages, will not sell for one-third as high a
¢ price as the same description of land will command
“1in Pennsylvania. This single, plain, incontrovertible
‘“fact, speaks volumes upon the relative value of slave
“ and free labour, and it is presumed renders any fur-
¢ ther illustration unnecessary.”

If slave labour were cheaper than free labour, we
might fairly infer that, in a state in which slavery was
allowed, free labour would be reduced by competition
to a level with the labour of slaves, and not slave labour
to a level with the labour of freemen ; and that in two
adjoining states, in the one of which slavery was allow-
el, and in the other prohibited, labor would be highest,
caterts partbus, in that in which slavery was proscribed.
But experience proves the reverse.—Storch observes,
that those who hire slaves in Russia, are obliged to pay
more than they who hire free men, “ Unless they live
“in a place where the competition of free labourers
“ reduaces the hire of slaves and the wages of freemen




T A — =

17

% {0 a level: Both the interior of Russia, and the capi-
¢ {als of that empire, furnish proofs of this assertion.
“In the cities, the competition of free labourers is
« greater; for though wages there may be very high,
¢ the hire of slaves is notwithstanding, less than in tie
¢ jnterior ;” that is, that in Russia, slave labour, where
slave labour is the lowest, is higher than free tabour,
where free labour is the highest, until reduced to the
same level by competition with it. When in Norfoik,
Virginia, in the winter of 1820, I was told, that many
slaves gave their masters §2, or 9s per week, for permis-
sion to work for themselves, and retain the surplus.
I also found, that the common wages of slaves who are
hired, were 20s 3d per week and their food, at the
very time when flour was 4 dollars, or 18s, per barrel
of 1961bs, and beef and mutton 3d to 4d per Ib. Five
days afterwards, in travelling through the rich agricul-
tural districts of the free state of Pennsylvania, 1 found
able-bodied white men willing to work for their food
only. This, indeed, was in the winter months, and
during a period of extraordinary pressure. I was told,
however, that the average agricultural wages in this
free state, were 5 or 6 dollars per month, and food ;
while, in Norfolk, at the time I allude to, they were 18
dollars per month, and food. Ifit should be replied,
that, in the town of Norfolk, wages were likely to be
much higher than in the country, I would ask, why
they are not so in the principal towns of Russia ?

If slave labour were cheaper than frce labour, we
should naturally expect to find it employed in the cul-
tivation of those articles, in which extended competi-

tion had reduced profits to the lowest point.. On the
3
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contrary, however, we find that slave labour 1s graduai-
ly exterminated when brought into competition with
iree labour, except where legislative protection, or
peculiarity of soil and climate, establish such a mono-
poly as to admit of an expensive system of manage-
ment. The cultivation of indigo by slaves in Caroli-
na, has been abandoned; and the price of cotton re-
duced one-half, since these articles have had to com-
pete in the European markets with the productions of
free labour; and, notwithstanding an additional duty
on East India sugar, of 10s per cwt., and a transporta-
tion of three times the distance, the West-India plant-
ersare beyond all doubt reduced to very great distress,
and declare that they shall be ruined, if sugar from the
East-Indies shall be admitted on the same terms as
from the West.

It slave labour were cheaper than free labour, we
might reasonably infer, that, in proportion as the cir-
cumstances of the cultivators rendered economy in-
dispensable, cither from the difficulty of obtaining
slaves, or other causes, the peculiar features of slavery
would be more firmly established, and that every ap-
proach to freedom would be more sedulously shunned
tn the system of culture. But it is found by the ex-
perience of both ancient and modern times, that no-
thing has tended more to assimilate the condition of
the slave to that of the free labourer, or actually to
effect his emancipation, than the necessity imposed
by circumstances, of adopting the most economical
maode of cultivation.

“In ancient times,” says Brougham, “a great part
““ of the population of the most polished states, was the
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“ personal property of the rest. These slaves were
“ chiefly captives, taken directly in war, or purchased
“ from other warlike nations who had obtained them
“inthis way. The constant hostilities which at that
“ time divided the people of all countiies, rendered
“ this a very fruitful source of supply. During the nse
“ of Athens and Rome, accordingly, when mauy fo-
“reign nations were by rapid steps conquered, and
““ when others, still unsubdued, could sell the persons
“ of their weaker neighbours, there was never any
“ scarcity of men in the great slave-markets. ‘The
“ cruelty of the treatment which those unhappy men
“ experienced, was proportioned to the easc with which
“ they were procured ; and we have already remark-
« ed, how intolerable their lot was, among the very
“ people who called every foreigner a barbarian. As
« war became less common, and the arts of peace
¢ were more cultivated, this supply of slaves, of course,
¢ decreased ; and when the Roman Empire, tottering
“ ynder its own weight, could think of nothing less
« than new conquests, there was an end of importing
¢« glaves. Accordingly, with the progress of real civi-
« lization, but still more with the diminution of wars
« and conquests, was introduced a milder system of
¢ domestic government, a greater humanity towards
¢ the slaves, and a more careful attention to breeding,
« when the stock could neither be kept up nor in-
“ creased by other means. 'The laws added their
¢ sanction to this salutary change, which no laws could
« of themselves have wrought. The rights of slaves
¢ came to be recognized, the conduct of the master
“ to be watched, and the practice of emancipation to
“he encouraged. By degrees, the slaves were incor-
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“ porated with their masters, and formed part of the
“ great free population, which was rather mixed with
“ than subdued by the Goths.”

“To the slavery of the ancients, succeeded the
“bondage and villanage of their Gothic conquerors.
“But the difference between the two was marked and
“important. The Greek and Roman slaves were im-
“ ported ; the Gothic slaves were the peasantry of the
“ country, and born on the spot, unless during the wars
““ which accompanied the first inroads of the northern
“tribes. ~ Accordingly, we find no parallel between the

“rigour of the ancient, and of the modern slave sys- -

“tem; and a foundation was laid in this essential
“ difference, for a much more rapid improvement of
““the whole society, than took place in Greece or
“ Rome, notwithstanding the superior refinement of the
“classic times. The slave first became attached to
“ his master, not as his personal property, but as a part
“of his stoc’k, and astricted to the soil, to use the ian-
“ guage of the feudal ages. By degrees, the mutual
“interests of the lord and his villains, in the progress
“of national improvement, operated that important
“change in the state of manners, out of which the
“modern division of ranks, and the privileges of the
“lower orders, have arisen in the civilized yuarters of

“ the European community. First, the villain obtained

“the use of the land to which he had been annexed,
“ and of the stock in which he had been comprehend-
““ ed, on condition that a certain proportion (generally
“one-half) of the produce should belong to the lord
“of the land, and proprietor of the stock, This great
“ change, one of the most signal of those events which




21

“ have laid the foundation of human improvement,
“ by degrees too slow for the observation of historians,
“ was owing entirely to the masters discovering, how
¢ much his interest was connected with the comfort of
““ his slaves ; how necessary it was to treat well that race
“ whose toils supported the community in ease, and
“ whose loss could not be repaired ; how much more
“ profitable it was to divide with the vassal the fruits
“ of his free and strenuous exertions, than to monopo-
« lize the scanty produce of his compulsory toil. As
“soon as the right of property, and the secure enjoy-
“ ment of the fruits of labour, were extended to the
“ yassals, the progress of improvement became con-
“stant and visible. The proportion of the fruits paid
“ o the lord, was diminished according to an indefinite
“ standard ; the peasant, having been permitted to ac-
 quire property, provided his own stock, and obtained
« the power of changing his residence, and commuting
“ the nature of his service. By degrees, the rent came
‘{0 be paid in money, according to the number of
“ competitors fora farm ; and they who could not farm
““ land themselves, sold their labour to others for a cer-
“tain price, or maintenance. Lastly, the legislature
¢“secured the lease of the farmer with the same cer-
“ tainty with which it secured the property of the land-
«lord, and recognized the one as well as the other for
¢ yseful and independent subjects.”

¢ A similar progress will most probably be the result
« of that abolition, the supposition of which we are in-
¢ dulging—the abolition of the slave-trade. 'That this
¢ jdea is not chimerical, the consideration of a few
 facts, very little known in the history of America,
“ may convince us.”




oY
sk

“ I'he peculiar circumstances in the situation of the
“ Spanish and Portuguese colonies of South America,
““ have alrcady partially operated some of those happy

‘““effects which we may expect from the abolition of

“the slave-trade. 'The high price of the negroes in
“ the Spanish settlements, partly from absurd regula-

“tions of trade, partly from the deficiency of the

“ Spaniards in the practice of commerce and naval
“ alfairs, causes that want of hands, which would pre-
“vail inits full extent, were the African trade stopt.”
“ From these circumstances, and partly, no doubt, from
“ the peculiarly indolent character of the colonists in
‘““those parts, there has arisen a much better system
“ of treatment than any other European colonies can
“ boast of.” * Other views of interest have conspired
“to confirm and extend this system of mildness and
“ equity towards the slaves ; and the legislature has
“ not failed, by every prudent interference, to assist
“ the inferior race in the acquisition of rights and privi-
“leoces”

“'Thus we meet with many very singular analogies,
“ between the history of the negroes in South America,
“ and that of the villains or bondsinen of Europe, in
“ the carlier feudal times.  All the gold and jewels in
“ Brazil have, for many years, been collected, ac-
“ cording to the same plan that the feudal lords
“ adopted for the purpose of quickening the industry of
“ their vassals. The master supplies the slave daily
“with a certain quantity of provisions and tools, and
“ the slave is obliged to return a certain quantity of
“gold or jewels, according to the nature of the
“ ground.  Iuvery thing that remains over this ration.
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% the negro keeps himself, were the balance to be mil-
¢ lions. The gold-mines of Popayan and Choco, in
“ Spanish America, are wrought in the very same way.
“ The finest pearl fisheries in South America, those of
“ Panama for example, are in the hands of negro ten-
‘“ ants, as it were. These are bound to give a certain
“ number of pearls every week. 'The negroes in the
‘“ towns are allowed to hire themselves out to services
¢ of different kinds, on condition of returning to their
‘ masters a certain portion of their wages ; the rest they
“ may spend or hoard up for their own use.”

“ After aslave has, in any of these various ways, ac~
“ quired property, he endeavours to purchase his free-
“ dom. If the master is exorbitant in his demands,
“ he may apply to a magistrate, who appoints sworn
“ appraisers, to fix the price at which the slave shall be
“ allowed to buy his freedom. Even during his slave-
“ ry, the behaviour of the master towards him is strict-
“ly watched ; he may complain to the magistrate, and
“ obtain redress, which generally consists in a decree,
“ obliging the master to sell him at a certain rate. The
“ consequences of all these laws and customs are ex-
“ tremely beneficial to the Spanish and Portuguese
““ power in America. While the slaves are fuithful and
“laborious, the free negroes are numerous, and in
““ general much more quiet, useful, and industrious,
‘ than in the other colonies. Most of the artificers are
¢« of this class; and some of the best traops in the
« New World are composed entirely of negroes, who,
“ Yy their own labour and frugality, have acquired
“ their liberty.”

“Jt is hardly necessary to remark the striking ana.-
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“logy between the state of the Spanish and Poriu-
“ guese negroes, and that of the European bondsmen,
“ata certain period of their progress towards liberty.
“ We find the same gentleness of treatment, the same
““ protection from the laws, the san:e acknowledgments
“of rights, the same power of acquiring property,
“granted to the American slave, which prepared the
“ complete emancipation of the European vassal. In
“some particulars we observe another step of the same
‘“ progress ; for in many parts the negroes are precisely
“1n the situation of the coloni partiarii, or metayers of
“the feudal times. In one respect the negro is even
““ina more favourable situation : his reddendo,(if I may
‘““use the expression,) is fixed and definite ; all the
“overplus of his industry belongs to himself. The
“ metayer was bound to divide every gain with his lord.
“The former, then, has a much stronger incentive to-
“industry than the latter had. As this difference, how-
“ ever, arises, not from the progress of society, but from
““the nature of the returns themselves, easily conceal-
“ed, and with difliculty procured ; so, in some other
“respects, the negro is not in so favourable circum-
“stances. But the great steps of the process of im-
“ provement are materially the same in both cases.
“ Both have in common the great points of a bargain
““between the master and the slave ; privileges pos-
“ sessed by the slave independent of; nay in opposition
““1o, his master ; the rights of property enjoyed by the
“slave, and the power of purchasing his freedom at a
““just price. 'This resemblance, in circumstances so
“ important, may fairly be expected to render the pro-
“gress of the two orders also similar. In the negro,
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“ as in the feudal system, we may look for the conse-
“ quences of those great improvements in voluntary
“ industry, more productive labour, and the mitigation
« and final abolition of slavery, when the slave shall
““have been gradually prepared to become a free
¢ subject.

« Some of the good effects that have flowed from
the national character, and peculiar circumstances of
“ the Spanish and Portuguese, have been produced
¢ also in Dutch America, by that great competition of
 capitals, and those complicated difficulties, which lay
« {he Dutch colonists under the necessity of attending to
« the smallest savings. If, from this source, combined
« with the facility of importation, has arisen a cruelty
« unknown in other colonies, it may be doubted
« whether a compensation for the evil is not afforded
¢ by another effect of the same circumstances :—the
« general introduction of task work, which the keen-
“ sichted spirit of a necessary avarice has taught the
« planter of Dutch Guiana to view as the most profita-
« hle manner of working his slaves. Nothing, indeed,
¢« can conduce more immediately to the excitement of
« industry, than the introduction of task-work. It
« seems the natural and easy transition from labour to
¢ industry : it forms in the mind of the slave, those ha-
« bits which are necessary for the character of the free-
¢ man: it thus prepares him for enjoying, by a gradual
¢ change, those rights and privileges which belong to
¢ freedom.”

Of that modification of slavery, uader which the
slave pays a tax or tribute to his master for permission

to work on his own account, and to which such im-
A
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portant effects are ascribed in the preceding extracts,
Storch observes, ¢ This modification of slavery, has
‘“been permitted by different nations; but I doubt
“ whether it ever existed any where to that extent in
“ which it is found in Russia. Itis there one of the most
“ eflectual means of softening the direful consequences
“of slavery : and if its abolition should ever be seri-
“ ously intended, this system would present the means,
“the most simple, and the least subject to inconveni-
“encies.” Now it would be difficult to find a strong-
er proof of the paralyzing influence of slavery on
human exertion, than the beneficial results which have
followed the substitution in its place of a system so
oppressive as even this mitigated form of bondage is
represented to be by intelligent travellers. Mr. Heber
remarks, “The peasants belonging to the nobles in
* Russia, have their abrock raised by their means of
“ getting money. It then becomes not a rent of land,
“ but a downright tax upon their industry. Each male
“ peasant is obliged by law to labour three days in
“ each week for his proprietor. If the proprietor choos-
““es to employ him the other days, he may ; as, for
“Instance, in a manufactory, but he then finds him in
“food and clothing. If a slave exercises any trade
“ which brings him in more money than agricultural
“labour, he pays a higherabrock. The peasants em-
“ ployed as drivers at the post-houses, pay an abrock
“out of the drink-money they reccive for being
“ permitted to drive; as otherwise, the master might
““employ them in other less profitable labour, on his
“own account. Sometimes they pay an abrock for
* permission to beg.” [y despite,” says Dr. Clarke.
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“of all the pretended regulations made in favour of
« the peasant, the tax he is called upon to pay on the
“‘]abour he is compelled to bestow, depends wholly
“ on the caprice of his tyrant.”

Task-work, another important although earlier step
in the progress from slavery to freedom, than a par-
ticipation of earnings with a master, and another in-
stance of the substitution of a cheaper for a more ex-
pensive system of cultivation, [ found to be alinost
universal in the Atlantic States of America, where to-
bacco, colton, and rice, are the staple articles of pro-
duction; but I never heard of an instance of it in the
sugar plantations of Louisiana, where great profits
render economy less necessary.

If slave labour were cheaper than free-labour, we
might confidently presume that estates would be ren-
dered less productive than the emancipation of the
slaves which cultivated them ; but the presumption 1s
contradicted by experience. A few Polish nobles,
“ (observes Coxe in his travels in Poland,) of benevo-
«lent hearts, and enlightened understandings, have
¢ acted upon different principles, and have ventured
“ ypon the expedient of giving liberty to their vassals.
« The event has shown this to be no less judicious than
“ humane, no less friendly to their own intercsts than
o the happiness of the peasants; for it <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>