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May it pleafe your Lordthip,

The MEMORIAL of Captain Jouw
HasEery, late of the Duke of Portland

Indiaman,

HUMBLY SHEWETH,

I B \HAT inthe fpring of the year 1770 your me-

morialift, being ordered by his employers
the Honourable the Eaft India Company to proceed
on his voyage to Bombay, contradted with William
Robertfon, mafter and commander of the Argyle, a
‘Weft [ndia merchant fhip, for the freight of certain
goods (as will appear by the fchedule annexed) to be
conveyed to St. Jago, and there to be delivered on
board the faid Duke of Portland.—That your memo-
ralift, on his arrival at St. Jago, finding the feafon
too far advanced to give him hopes of doubling the
Cape without calling fomewhere for refrefhments,
took the refolution of going to the Rio de Janeiro,
and at the fame time entered into another contra&
with captain Robertfon, of the Argyle, to attend him
there, with the freight on his account, to be de-
livered on board the Duke of Portland India-
man, in the fame manner as was originally in-
tended to be done at St, Jago; that is, whilit the
fhip was taking in its provifions and refrethments,
On the 1ft of June, 1770, the two fhips failed
together frem St, Jago, and continued in com-
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pany till the 18th of the fame month, when they
were feparated by ftrefs of weather, and each per-
formed fingly the remainder of the voyage. The firft
of the two fhips, which arrived at the Rio de Janeiro,
was that commanded by your memorialift ; which was
admitted into the port by the viceroy, and received
fuch affiftance and refrefhment as has always been
given to the veflels and fubje&s of a crown, which
has fo powerfully proteted and is fo firmly allied to
his moft faithful majefty, On the 18th of July
the Argyle came to the mouth of the Rio de Janeiro;
and, having got a pilot on board, weighed anchor at
four o’clock in the afternoon of the next day, in or-
der to proceed into the harbour. At five o’clock
the captain of the port, or harbour-mafter, came on
board ; who ordered captain Robertfon not to ad-
vance any further, and to come to an anchor. This
order was immediately obeyed. At feven an officer,
with two foldiers, came on board, with orders to
captain Robertfon to go to the viceroy, He went,
and before he could return to his veflel it was three
in the morning. Captain Robertfon ftated to the
viceroy the nature of his contra& to deliver cer-
tain goods on board the Duke of Portland Indiaman ;
but the viceroy forbad him coming into the harbour.
He ftated likewife the neceflity he was in for want
of water, having only half a butt on board, and the
impoffibility of proceeding to any port till he had
taken in a fupply., The viceroy ftill continued his
injun&ion not to enter the port ; but promifed, that
he would allow the boat of the Duke of Portland,
and the boat of the True Briton, captain Bradley,

(another
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{another Indiaman that was come there for refrefh-
ment), to fupply him with water. In this fituation
captain Robertfon continued till Saturday the 214t of
July, when an officer from the viceroy came on board
to know why he did not go away. Captain Robert-
fon anfwered, that he could not go without the {up-
ply of water which had been promifed him. The
officer then affured him, that he fhould have water,
and any other little refrefhments he wanted, the next
day, but that he fhould fet fail immediately after he
had reccived them 3 to which captain Robertfon con=-
fented. At going away the officer took with him
the pilot that had been on board, notwith{tanding
the thip was not then in a place of falety, having
that very night drove from her anchor, the wind
blowing hard at fouth-weft, The nextday the vice-
roy, inftead of fending a fupply of water, changed
his mind, and gave him leave to come into the har=
bour, and at the fame time ordered a pilot to come
on board, But the wind failing, it was not till the
next day, Monday July 23d, at one in the after-
noon, he came to fzil, and at three o’clock came to
an anchor in the harbour, At four o’clock the
harbour-mafter came on board, and ordered him to
weigh again, which he did ; and the faid harbour-
mafter run his fhip further up the harbour under a
fort and a fhip of force, and at fix o’clock came o
an anchor., Immediately a guard of five foldiers
was pat on board the fhip. At feven the king of
Portugal’s officers came on board, and examined cap=
tain Robertfon with refpect to his cargo and voyage,
of which hc gave them a faithful account 3 and upon
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their demand fhewed them his journals and his bills
of entry at the Cuftom-houfz in London. At the
conclufion of his examination they defired him to
fign a written paper, which they faid was the pur-
port of his examination ; and upon this aflurance he,
together with them, figned it, At taking leave of
him they gave him orders not to ftir out of his fhip,
which he promifed to obey. The next morning
they came again, and examined him in the fame
manner as in the preceding cvening ; except with
this difference, that they took a very particular ac=-
count both of his bills of lading and what he had on
his own account, which they obliged him to fign.
At the fame time they demanded a light to go into
the hold to infpelt the cargo, which was complied
with. Some of them went accordingly into the
hold, where they cut open one bale, opened three
cafes, and then returned to the officers above, to
whom they made their report; after which they
went on fhore, and captain Robertfon heard no more
from the viceroy till Monday the 3oth of July,
when the king of Portugal’s civil and military
officers came on board, and called all the thip’s com-
pany on the quarter-deck, They then read to captain
Robertfon and all his people a declaration or order
figned by the viceroy, for feizing and confilcating
the thip and carge, decming all men on board pi-
rates, to be committed to prifon, and to be punifhed
according to their deferts, They then proceeded,
in fpite of captain Robertfon’s remonftrances, to
ftrike the Englith colours, ordered all the peo-
ple prifon under a guard, and laft of all captain

Rubertfon
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Robertlon himfelf, who perfevered in refufing to
leave the fhip till compelled by force.

This, my lord, is the ftate of the cafe, as appears
by the depofition of captain William Robertfon ;
and upon the very face of it your memorialift trufts,
that your lordfhip will deem it an unprovoked a& of
oppreflion.  What the viceroy’s motives were for
acting in this manner, as far as they are to be learned
either from his own letters to your memorialift, or
from the form of confifcation itfelf, the only public
act in the whole of the proceedings, fhall be the fub-
ject of the fubfequent part of this memorial,

Although the fentence of confifcation was not pro-
rounced till the 3oth of July, yet your memorialift
having intelligence that fuch a fentence was intended
to be pronounced did, on the 27th of July, take the
liberty of addrefling the following letter to the vice-
roy, to which he received the fubfequent anfwer,

May it pleafe your Excellency,

On Tuefday laft I had the honour of making a
requeft to your lordfhip by the purfer of my fhip,
which, had I not been much indifpofed, I fhould
have done in perfon. The meflage I defired him to
deliver was to this effe: as I underftand it was
difagreeable to your excellency, that the thip which
followed me fhould remain in this port, to beg that
you would be pleafed and permit me to fend her fuch
water, &c. on board her from my fhip, that fhe
might be enabled immediately to proceed to her de-
ftined port. It is with equal furprize and mortifi-
cation I have been informed of your exceilency’s an-

fwer,
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fwer, that fhe was confifcated to the ufe of his mofk
faithful majefty, and it was not in your power to
accede to my requeft. At the fame time you did me
the honour of giving me for reafon, that the mafter
of her had informed you that I had ordered her, when
at St. Jago, to proceed to this port, whither I then
propofed coming; and from this circumftance fhe is
condemned by the laws, notwithftanding he at the
fame time aflured you, that no part of her cargo was
defigned to be difpofed of at this place, but that I
was to receive a part on board of my fhip, which is
bound to Bombay, and that I had freighted part of
his veflel for that purpofe. You at the fame time ob-
ferved, that no Englifh veflel was permitted to come
here under pain of confifcation, unlefs drove in by
diftrefs, In anfwer to this, I muft beg leave to in-
form yeur excellency, that I was totally unacquainted
with fuch laws or regulations having been made by
his moft faithful majefty, and this you have already
done me the juftice to believe, Indeed I had many
reafons to fuppofe that there was nothing irregular in
the form of proceeding in this veflcl, from former
circumftances ; -one of which was on Tuefday laft
mentioned, viz. that when captain Morrifon put into
this port with a fhip belonging to the Eaft India com-
pany, he was permitted to remove a cargo from a
fmall fhip, which fhip was deftined from England to
St. Jago, and followed him to this port in the like
manner, and for the fame purpofcs, that the Argyle
has followed the Duke of Portland. I muft alfo in-
form your cxcellency, that there are many precedents
of Eaft India fhips having reccived orders in England

for
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for touching at ports on this coaft, which muft have
appeared in their papers: for ‘inftance, the fhips
York, Neptune, and Earl Temple, in the year 1760,
were ordered to touch at Pernambuco, but, finding
it an unfafe port, went to the Bay of All Saints,
where they received all the fuccours they wanted,
‘When the Argyle anchored without the fort, your
excellency received information, from Robertfon, the
mafter, of the rcafon of his coming here, and that
he was diftrefled for want of water and provifions.
Your lordihip was then fo kind as to give orders his
wants fhould then be fupplied by the boats of the
two Eaft India fhips, which was attempted ; but the
boats fent for that purpofe were ftopped by the guard-
boat, which proceeding obliged captain Robertfon to
defire that he might be permitted to come into the
harbour, fo as to be able to fupply himfelf, Subfe-
quent to this tranfation, on Saturday the 21t of this
month, Mr. Thomas, my purfer, received a letter from
captain Robertfon, which was forwarded by your
excellency, informing him that you had refolved to
fend him water the next morning, and that he muft
proceed to fea immediately. I feared, from this let-
ter, that the circumf{tances relative to the Argyle had
not been reprefented in a proper manner ; and, in
confequence thereof, on Sunday morning I fent my
chief mate and purfer with a letter to your excel-
lency, begging that you wouid poftpone the depar-
ture of the Argyle, and favour me with an audience,
which you granted the fame afternoon. At the fame
time your 2id de camp gave a letter to Mr, Thomas
from your excellency for me, in prefence of Mr.

Wroe,
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Wroe, my firft officer, which you .was pleafed to re-
c.l by the faid aid de camp, immediately after ac-
quainting thefc gentlemen, that your excellency had
permitted the Argyle to come into the port, and that
you would fend a pilot to bring her in. The fame
officer delivered an order from the commanding offi-
cer of . the fort to let her pafs, and afked if a large
boat could be fent from the Duke of Portland to af-
fitt in bringing the fhip in, which was neceflary on
account of the ftrong currents, The pilot was taken
from a prifon, in which he had been confined, and
was fent with the above mentioned gentlemen, and
proceeded in my cutter on board of the Argyle;
which the fame afternoon was brought within the
fort, and the day following to her prefent moorings.

It is with the greateft regret I have prefumed to
trouble your excellency with this long detail of falts;
but I think a juftice I owe to you, as well as my=-
felf, demands it of me. It muft appear to every
candid and and unprejudiced perfon, that there has
been no intention to violate any law of nations, or
even bye-law of commerce. Can it be imagined
by any one, that people deprived of the neceflaries of
life, and who atk them from thofe, who, from the
moft facred ties, fhould fupply them, commit an
offence that fhould require their liberty and property
for an atonement! Can it, my lord, be fuppofed,
that I, or the captain of the Argyle, could be fo loft
to reafon and honour, as to acquaint 2 perfon in your
chara&ter with any thing in confidence, or otherwife,
that could infringe on, or be contraditory to, the

laws of your nation, cr the order of 2 king whofe im-
mediate
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mediate reprefentative you are ? Could I, after you
granted a pilot, imagine, but that you thought it juft
and proper that the Argyle fhould come into the
harbour ?

If your excellency fhall find, after a mature con-
fideration of what I have now the honour to lay be-
fore you, that the Argyle is confifcated, I hope you
will favour me with a copy of the act that condemns
her, as well for the fatisfaction of her owners, as to
prevent any of my countrymen falling into the like
dilemma.

I have the honour to be,
with the greateft refpedt,
your excellency’s

th Jul 7
27,;713,),’ moft obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) JOHN HASELL.

[ Marquis of Lavradic’s anfwer, as tranflated from the
Portuguefe. ]

Yefterday, the 27th of this month of July, I re=
ceived your letter, wrote in the Englifh language,
which I did not immediately anfwer, as it was ne=-
ceffary to get it turned into Portuguefe, in order to
come at the knowledge of what you therein men-
tioned to me, and to be able to anfwer the fame,
which I now do.

In your letter you mention all the facts that hap-
pened in refpect to the fhip Argyle, together with
my refclution, and the reafon why that fhip came in
fearch of this port, from a notion that fthe had a
right {o to do,

C With




(0 )

With regard to what concerns the firft part, I fhali
relate to you the whole fa&l, from the time of the
fhip’s mooring, until her arrival at Anchoraduco,
where {he now lays,

This fhip arrived on the 1gth day of this inftant
month, at day break, a league diftant from the fort
of St. Cruz, from whence they fent an officer with
fome foldiers to fecure her mooring, until I fhould
be informed of the nation fhe belonged to, and the
neceflity that brought her into this port, in order to
judge if.it were under thofe terms which permitted
or gave her licence to enter ; and that fame night the
captain of the faid fhip_came afhore to fpeak to me,
and informed me that the reafon of coming here was
his being freighted, from London to one of the Cape
de Verd iflands, to carry to that place various effe&ts
that came by the Duke of Portland, a fhip belonging
to the Eaft India company of England ; that the faid
fhip not being able to expend her neceflary portion
of provifions, to make room for receiving the faid
cargo, her voyage having been happily performed
in a few days, therefore they ordered him to continue
his route to the port of Rio de Janeiro, where he was
to receive his faid cargo; for as this voyage might be
of a longer duration, they could expend water and
ftores fufficient to make room in the faid thip for rc-
ceiving the faid cargo; and for this nurpofe it was,
that the faid captain of the faid fhip Argyle under-
took to make the faid voyage to this port, wherein
he met with contrary winds, which detained him a
long time; and he alfo found himfelf in great ne-
ceflity of water and ftores, and therefore he required

me
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me to fend'liim a pilot to enter, and a provifion of
water and viGtualling ftores to enable him to purfue
his voyage to Jamaica, the port where he was fent
to, and to which he would immediately depart, and
that he might difcharge the effeCts which he brought
belonging to the faid India fhip.

I anfwered him, that [ imagined all that account
to be falfe ; becaufe the moft effential points he had
informed me of, in refpect to the route or deftination
of the thip under your command, were entirely dif-
ferent from what you had depofed in the examiration,
which I ordered the minifters and officers of his moft
faithful majelty to make on board your fhip, where
you declared that it was the contrary winds that pre-
vented her proceeding on her voyage to Bombay,
where fhe was bound to, and that above fixty per=
fons of your fhip were taken ill, occafioned by the
bad water taken in at the Cape'de Verd iflands'; all
which is verified by the faid officers who took the
examination, to whom were exhibited the port and
deftination of the faid fhip: and [ am not to pre=
fume contrary to good faith, that they prefented to
thofe officers inftrutions lefs true than what ap-
peared'; fo that you declare yourfelf to be guilty of
thofe fevere penalties, with which fuch perfons ought
to be chaftifed who are wanting in public faith.

Certified as I was of all the above falfities which
the faid captain told me, I' fent to acquaint him,
that he fhould not be permitted entrance into' this
port, and' that I Jooked upon him as' an impoftor ; on
which account however, to ufe him withall the lenity
I could (which yet he did not deferve) I ordered him

C2 to
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to purfue his voyage, and the moft I could confent to
was, that the two fhips of his nation might fupply
him with fome water, which your fhips might have
on board, as alfo fome other refrefhiments, upon con-
dition that he fhould fet fail the next day, But
after this my order, he yet continued with the faid
thip in the fame place all the next day, foliciting en-
trance, declaring that if he were not permitted he
thould be obliged to coaft or run her afhore, as they
were unable to fupport themf{elves in that place; and
he continiued thefe folicitations till Saturday, when I
fent to order him in, that they might here put to him
the ufual interrogatories, in which examination he not
only depofed the whole of what I have juft repeated,
but declared to have brought goods deftined for the
port of Lifbon, as may be feen in his difpatches and
bills of lading, remaining with the faid declarations,
which he voluntarily made without any reftraint,
Thus he, as well as the fhip you command, bath in<
curred the penalty of confifcation, according to the
fundamental laws eftablithed in America, which to
this time have not been derogated from, nor heretofore,
by the kings of this kingdom, who have always given
the greatelt recommendation for the moft inviolable
obfervation thereof.  But as to what the faid captain
faid in regard to your fhip, it is not verified, neither
by the bills of lading that were therc found, nor by
the written order which he faid he had received ; fo
that if any declaration fiiould be made in that depo-
fition, proving you guilty of the fame fault, I fhall
certainly proceed with you and your fhip according
as the laws dire®.  Therefore I have put them in

execution
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execution in regard to the fmall fhip Argyle, which
the laws have decreed that I fhould confifcate, to-
eether with all her cargo that fhall be found in her,
the faid captain and all the crew being taken and
fent to our city in the ufual manner, according to
what [ have informed you.

As to what regards your having been required to
fend a fupply of water and victualling ftores to the
faid fhip, to enable her to fail or depart, I an=
fwer, that having I my permifion on' Thur{day
night, when the captain went on board your thip, to
notify this my refolution, wherein I ordered him to
fet fail and depart the next day, after he had received
that neceflary fuccour; but he paffed all Friday
without your ever remembering to fend him any affift-
ance, and it was not till Saturday that you fent
aboard him a fmall boat, without carrying him any
relief, under pretence of going to be informed what
the fhip wanted. And this occafioned the ftop which
my guards made to prevent his failing ; becaufe my
erders permitted thofe only to go who were to carry
the water and provifions to relieve them, Laftly,
the captain continued his folicitations to enter on
Saturday, faying, if I would not permit it, he and all
his crew muft perifh; and that he could not main-
tain himfelf, or ftay in that place on account of the
ftrong currents, which put him in great danger.
From all which motives, and feeing all terms of pru-
dence and moderation already extinguifhed, which
moderation his majefty always recommencds whenever
his royal laws are to be put in execution, and efpe-
cially with regard to thofe nations, to whom he al-

ways
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ways has given, and ftill continues to give, the
greateft procfs of his fincere attachment, and of his
conftant and true friendfhip ; and that it is necel=
fary, whenever thofe public demonftrations of regard
are fo extinguifned, to execute the laws, which our
king does not permit us to aflume the liberty of al-
tering, and principally thole that are the bafis of the
eftablithment of the ftate, which have ever been held
in 2 moft conftant and refpeétful obfervance ; 1 re-
folved to order him to enter, and to continue fuch
other proceedings, as fhould occur in confequence of
that entrance,

As to the examples, which you adduce, concern-
ing thips of the Englifa Eaft India company having
come, by order of that nation, in fearch of Ameri-
can ports, and of their being well received there, and
furnified with all neceflaries, they might have great
weight with me, were I the king of England’s fub-
je€t. But being a Portuguefe born, and, to my
great happinefs, a fubjet of his moft faithful ma-
jefty, my lord the king, I am obliged to execute the
royal laws of my moft auguft fovercign, and cannot
confent, that any fheuld enter his houfe (for fo I con-
fider his conquered ports) except thofe perfons, whom
the king himfelf and the laws of this realm fhall
permit, or in thofe cafes, where the faid laws, on ac-
count of the fovereign’s clemency whe has promulged
them, and from a real motive of holpitality, may ex-
tend to relieve thofe, who come to feek our fuccoury

obliged thereto from pure and indifpenfible neceffity 5

it _being certain, that this can no ways prejudice nei<

ther the fovercigns themfelves, nor their facred lawsy
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nor the vaflals or fubjects under my dire@ion, nor
ever ferve as a fingle example for any tranfgreffion of
thofe laws, which renders them unworthy of all re-
gard to him, or for thofe who negle&t to execute them
with that profound zeal or refpett which they ought
to do.

It is true that my agent, who was charged with
my orders, anfwered the oflicers of your fhip, that I
had ordered the fhip to enter, and had fent a pilot for
that purpofe ; and that on enquiring whether he
might go from on board the faid thip to the long-boat,
in order to aflift her entrance, he replied, that he had
no objection. My agent anfwered, in this refpe&,
the fame as I had ordered and dire®ed him; and
this proves nothing in favour of the fhip, nor excufes
your guiit ; becaufe, as I did not'make the laws, fo
I have not a right to revoke them, this liberty being
vefted only in the fovercign who has enaGed them,
and of me nothing more being required, than to fee
them faithfully executed,

All chat I have fzid to you is in confideration,
that the depofition made by the captain of the fhip
Argyle, in refpect to you, is lefs true than thofe ad=
vantages which you endeavour to take in regard to -
the faid thip, which fpring from intereft, in which
all countrymen of one nation ought to 2flit each
other, and to alledge that duty as a circumflance to
deferve greater compaflion ; for thould I be informed,
or have any more proof fufiicient to find you in-
cluded in that heavy crime, I would proceed, as
well in refpect to you as to your fhip, in the fame
manner as I have done by the other, which would

yes
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yet give me the moft fenfible uneafinefs, becaufe I
muit then be obliged to lofe all that refpectful regard
for you, which the rcétitude of your fentiments has
hitherto infpired me with ; fo that I cannot now
prevail with myfelf to fend you a copy of the pro-
cefs made againft the fhip Argyle, becaufe the ori-
ginal adts muft be laid before my moft faithful lord
the king, it not being permitted, in this cafe, to ex-
tract copies, without his licence fo to do,

I fhall be glad of every opportunity, wherein I
may manifeft to you the fincerity with which I de-
fire to ferve you,

Rio de Janeiro, the
‘2gth of July, 1770.

Captain John Hafell.

MarqQuis pE LAavRADIO:

This anfwer produced another letter to the vice-
roy, as follows :

May it pleafe your Excellency,

I had yefterday morning the honour of your lord-
fhip’s letter, in anfwer to mine of the 27th of this
prefent month ; and though I have not been able to
get that letter tranflated into Englith, I am unwil-
ling to lofe time in explaining fome things, wherein
your excellency bas undoubtedly been mifinformed,
particularly with refpeét to my boat’s going on board
the Argyle, to give the fupplies you was then pleafed
to fay you would permit the Englifh Eaft India fhips
to fend on board. On Friday morning, the ot
current, the moment 1 was informed of your excel-

lency’s
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lency's pleafure by Sir Alycevedo, I fent thy officer
with an interpreter on board the guard-veflel, to ac-
quaint the officer then commanding with your plea=-
fure, He faid he could not permit any of my boats
going on board the Argyle, whether charged with
water and provifions, or not; as he had not received
any commands from your excellency for that pur-
pofe. However I made no doubt but the next day the
proper orders would be iflued ; and, in confequence,
a fmall boat was difpatched from my fkip, to know
the particulars of the Argyle’s wants, But fhe, to my
great furprize, was not fuffered to go on board, teing
{topped by your guard-boat; fo I muft apprehend,
that your intentions not being put in execution, muft
have rather been occafioned from your orders not
having been properly communicated, than from any
negligence on my part, Itis not neceflary for me to
inform your excellency, that, in the beginning of
the fixteenth century, when the edict was paffed, re-
fpecting fhips coming into his moft faithful majefty’s
ports in America and his iflands, that Portugal was
very differently circumftanced, with refpect to the
other powers of Europe, to what fhe is at prefent ;
and what might then be neceffary for the fecurity of
her valuable conquefts and difcoveries, no longer re-
main fo ; nor do any of my countrymen, except in
the prefent inftance, recollect its ever being put in
execution,

If your excellency will pleafe once more to ex-
amine the clearance of the Argyle, you will find the
word elfewhere exprefled ; fo that though Lifbon and

D other
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other ports are there mentioned, the voyage is by nad
means limited, the captain being to receive his fur=
ther orders from his employers. It is not reafonable
to imagine, that the officers of his majefty’s cuftoms
would give papers that were contrary to the firft laws
of commerce, or that they can be ignorant of the
forms of office. Be this as it will, this does not ef-
fect the fhip Duke of Portland, in the fervice of the
honourable Eaft India company, or me as captain of
that thip, The mafters of all veflels take out their
clearance from the cuftom-houfe, and confequently
captain Robertfon applied for his. = I cannot but
regret the unhappy neceflity, to wbich I fhall be re-
duced, as part owner of the cargo on board the Ar-
gyle, of layihg the tranfactions relative to her before
his Britannic majefty’s minifters.

But it is with plealure that I refle€t, that I am
the native of a nation, whofe fubjects are proteted
by its fovereign, and cannot conceive that he will
ever fubmit to their being deprived of their juft
rights ; particularly when they deport themfelves with
honour and honefty in the profecution of their law-
ful occupations, It was not a copy of the procefs
refpe&ing the Argyle, made by -the minifters here,
that I afked of your excellency ; but the copy of the
edi& of your king, by which you fay fie has in-
curred confifcation ; and this, I flatter myfelf, is due
to me. I cannot comprehend that a law was ever
made, that was not defigned to be made public.
Laws are the lights by which men are to be guided ;
and furely fuch, as refpeét foreign nations, cannot

be



( ¥ )

be held in too clear a point of view. I have the ho-
nour to be, with the greateft refpe& and coniidera-
tion,

your excellency’s

Duke of Portland, at
Rio de Janeiro, Jul
soth, 1J77o. e, and moft humble fervant,

J. HASELL.

P. S. 1 requefted of your excellency, by Mr,
Wroe, my firlt officer, that you would order a pilot
to take charge of the thip this evening, and to carry
her out the next day, when I hope to have all my
refrefhments on board. 1 thank your lordfhip for
granting me this favour. T alfo defired that captain
Robertfon might be permitted to fee me in your pre-
fence, or otherwife, which T am informed you rc-
fufed, It is evident that he is unacquainted with
his difagreeable fituation, as he continues to hoiit
Englith colours,

moft obedient,

The marquis de Lavradio’s fecond letter, tranflated from
* the Portuguefe.

I have already told you, in my firfk letter, that
the thip Argyle 'has incurred the penalty of confif-
cation, according to the fundamental laws eftablithed
in the ftate of Brazil, and other cufioms which are
followed there, for having now entered the ifiands of
this port, with a defign of coming within the fame,
The chief motive of her arrival manifeftly appcared
by her deftination, which was in fearch of the port
of Rio de Janeiro, by particular orders and intereft,
contrary to the rules'and facred ordinances of my moft
faithful lord the king ; for which viclence the 2bove
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laws have decreed, that thofe, who are tranfgrefiors,
fhall be proceeded againft, and dealt with in the
fame manner, as I have done in regard to the faid
thip.

You cannot doubt, that every kingdom, or fove-
reign ftate, bas its peculiar laws, regulated by the
refpetive intereft or genius of nations, who, under
their aufpices, ought to enjoy a ftaie of tranquility ;
that the obfervation of fuch laws, formed according
to the natural right and intereft of the people, are
not only binding to the native vaflals or fubjects of
thofe kingdoms or ftates where they are promulged,
but alfo to flrangers who enter or refide therein.
You may be aflured, that my condu& in this affair
is juftiied by more than twenty precedents, and as
many laws as have been made ever fince the difcovery
of Brazil; and alfo by a compilation of the ordi-
nances of Portugal, that are in force to this day ;
wherein is found prohibited the admiffion and en-
trance of f{trange or foreign fhips into the port of this
contincnt, except only in fortuitous or accidental
circumftances of fuch extreme neceflity, wherein hu-
manity itfelf obliges mankind in common to fuccour
and relieve each other, and at a time when they can
be of fervice to extricate them out of fuch dangers,
in which they find them before their coming in there.
But then thofe cafes of extreme neceffity muft be
manifeft and clearly proved in prefence of the viceroy
of the flate, which was very difterent from what
pafled in regard to the fhip Argyle ; becaufe the firft
information, that was laid before me, when he required
to enter or come into the bar, was, that he came

deftined
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deftined or bound in fearch of this port, as if it be-
longed to his nation, or he had authority from my
moft faithful lord the king to a& thus. Now, al-
though this declaration enly were fufficient to induce
me immediately to execute the decree mentioned in
the abovefaid laws, which would juftify me in all
prudence and moderation, yet I have made ufe of
thofe methods only which I mentioned to you in my
firft letter ; and the more you refle&® upon the man-
ner in which I have behaved in regard to this im-
portant affair, the more you will admit the juftice
of my conduct, and the moderation I have thewn,
from a fenfe I have of that lenity, with which the
laws of Portugal treat even thofe, who render them-~
felves undeferving of fo much benevolence,

Certainly it is duly confidered, that the henoura
able fentiment of a nation, fo diftinguifhed as is that
of Britain, to which his majefty is ever willing to
fhew his fincere and conflant friendfhip, ought not
to fuffer thiough the indifcreet and heedle(s fleps of
fome weak and inconfiderate mariners ; who always
incline more to their particular intereft, than to reafon
and the refpect due to the laws, without confidering,
that they offend not only the country they invade,
but alfo the fovereigns of whom they have the honour
to be fubjects, whofe auguft dignity will be the firft
that is injured by it, and whofe refentment muft fall
on thofe, who, under the name of his vaflals or fe;-
vants, commit a crime of fo atrocious a nature,
againft a power, which at all times, by means more
and more public and expreffive, is continuully ¢iving
proofs af the greateft friendfhip,

And
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And if this cafe be now the firft that has happened
to the Englith nation in the ports of America, it is
owing to the commanders of fhips being worthy fub-
jects of his Britannic majefty, who take care to pre-
ferve a behaviour confiftent with reafon, and the laws
and inftru&ions of their fovereign ; which is not the
cafe of thofe of the fhip Argyle, who endeavour to
break through ‘all bounds by -a greater want of re-
1pedt.

For want of good interpreters to turn your letter
into Portuguefe, I have fometimes omitted anfwering
many points you therein mention to me. But at the
fame time I confefs, that I have not made ufe of any
great efforts to obtain every intelligence, for fear of
meeting fome motive, that might oblige me to tolerate
a greater altercation, which by the moft prudent me-
thods I have endeavoured to avoid.

As to what concerns the copy you require, I have
already told you, that it is not permitted us to extract
copies of papers, that are to be laid before his moft
faithful majefty. Befides, my letters chiefly contain
the fubftance of what I have done with the fhip, and
my refolution thereon.

The pilot you require of me fhall go immediately,
and I with you a good voyage; and as I have this
day gone through much fatigue, find it neceflary to
take fome remedy to-morrow. Therefore I am very fen-
fible I cannot give you the audience you require;
but if you have auny thing of confequence to impart
to the captain of the fhip Argyle, you may write to
him, and I will immediately caufe your letter to be

delivered
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delivered to him, which he may anfwer; and T fhall
in no wife hinder it.

MARQUIS DE LAVRADIO.

To Captain John Hafell.

This fecond anf{wer from the viceroy clofed the cora-
refpondence ¥,

Your memorialift has no right to find fault with
the menacing and imperious tone of his moft faithful
majefty’s viceroy ; but he has reafon to thank God,
that he is a fubject of a prince, who, neither by him-
felf nor his minifters, commits oppreflion, or juftifies
it by arrogance.

* This, in fome degree, is a miftake ; captain Hafell having
afterwards wrote a third letter to the marquis, which was as
follows :

Duke of Portland, 3d of Avguft, 1770,

May it pleafe your Excellency.

I have juit received a meflage from your excellency, by lieu-
tenant Alziviedo, informing me that it is your pleafure that I
fail immediately, or that you will confider. me as a rebel, and
will order your forts to fire at the fhip I command, and confif
cate her to the ufe of his moft faithful majcity. I thould readily
obey this order, but that there is not time before the fea-breeze
comes in ; my difpatches for Lifbon and England are not clofed,
and I muit deliver a topmatt to the Morfe, which will take up
a little time. I fhould have waited on your excellency, and
delivered this anfwer in perfon; but, being much indifpofed, I
am under a neceflity of fending it in writing. I have the ho-
nour to be

your excellency’s
moit obedient humble fervant,
TS A ST EIE.
Marquis de Lavradio. 2

But the marquis thought proper to return this letter un-
opened, telling captain Hafell’s fecond mate, who was fent with
the letter, that he confidered captain H. as a rebel, but would
permit him to fay till the next morning

It
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It may be no excufe to a ftranger, that he is igno'a'
rant of the laws of a country. But the firft princi-
ples of juftice require, that if a man offends, he
fhould be brought before a vifible tribunal ; that he
fhould be heard in his own defence; and common
humanity exats, that the ignorance of a f{tranger
thould go in mitigation of an offence, which is not
malum in fe. But your memorialift has been ftripped
of his property by a law (it there is fuch a one)
which even now he doth not know the exiftence
of ; by a tribunal (if there was any tribunal; except
the will of the viceroy) which he never faw, nor to
which he was ever cited ; and he has been condemned
without being ever called upon for his defence.

It would be difficult to conceive, that this can be
the regular courfe of difpenfing jufticein any civilized
nation. In the moft corrupt tribunals the forms are
generally rigidly adhered to, though the fubftance is
totally ncglected ; but in this cafe there has been as
little regard paid to form as to fubftance; and the
cquivocating refufal of the viceroy to difclofe even
the edi&, upon which he proceeded, gives room to
doubt, whether, upon proper enquiry, it would appear
that he had even the colour of law to cover his vio-
lence and cppreflion,

One is the more inclined to doubt ; becaufe, though
the viceroy at firlk fpoke of twenty precedents of con-
fifcation ; yet when he was anfwered confidently, that
there was no fuch precedent of an Englifh veflel, the
viceroy, though certainly aflifted by the beft advice
of the lawyers of that place, who would have been

glad
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glad to have furnifhed him with an inftanceé, was
obliged to confefs, that this was the firft inftance.

Poflibly. if the viceroy had been prefled to have
produced examples from other nations, he would
Kave been obliged to have made a fimilar acknow-
ledgement ; but your memorialift thought it fufficient
ro receive under his own hand an allowance, that, if
this inhofpitable edict does exift, it never was till
this time carried into execution again{t the Englifh
nation,

Your memorialift has faid enough to call in
queftion the exiftence of the edi¢t itfelf, But your
memorialift begs leave to go on further, and to prove
to your lordfhip, that even if fuch an edi& is extant
as the viceroy alludes to, it can afford only a colour,
but not a windication of the viceroy’s proceedings
againft him ; and that it is to obtain what is due to
your memorialift, upon the plain principles cf fub-
ftantial juftice, that he humbly implores, through
your lordfhip’s means, the powerful interference of
his natural fovereign.

By the viceroy’s account, itis an edi& coeval with
the Portuguefe fettlements in America.

It is not neceflary to call to your lordfhip’s me-
mory the unfettled ftate of the Braganza family at the
time affigned for the ®ra of this edi¢t. More jealous
precautions than thefe might have reccived a fanction
from neceflity, But your lordfhip hears likewife from
the viceroy’s confeflion, that, from the time theedict
was iffued, till the period complained of, it has been
perpetual difpenfed with, at leaft in the cafe of the
Englith. What conclufion is to be drawn from

E hence ¢
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hence ¢ Shall we fay, that the whole feries of pre-
ceding viceroys, and the prefent viceroy himfelf, on
ail other occafions, have fhut their eyes to the breach
of this edict ; and that the court of Portugal have
been kept in ignorance of the negligent manner, n
which the viceroys have for fo many years paft con-
ducted themfelves ? Such a fuppofition would furely
be too injurious to the crown of Portugal. With fub-
mifion to your lordfhip, your memorialift will endea-
vour to flate what ke takes to be the true reafon. .~ A
Jaw of this nature and purport, conftantly exifting, and
as conftantly difper:fed with, is manifeftly apolitical law,
not intended to be carried into execution upon ordi-
nary occafions, but referved to ftrengthen the hands of
the viceroy in a fudden and fummary manner upon
ftate emergencies ; and in this opinton of the law it-
{elf, its proper ufe, and its di{penfation, your memorialift
fhould hope cvery gencral lawyerin Europe would con-
cur with him. Itsabufestoo muft beasclearly marked
out. To fuppofe that this power of enforcing or dif-
penfing is to be exercifed for vindiétive purpofes at the
caprice of a viceroy, is clearly contrary to every prin-
ciple of law and juftice. If a viceroy, by tolerating
a difpenfation, fhould induce fhips to come into the
port, and, when they are there upon a fort of faith,
fhould fuddenly and wantonly call forth his latent
power of enforcing, catch them as in a trap, confif-
cate their cargoes, and imprifon their mariners; is
there a doubt, whether it would not be palpable mif.
condu&@ in the viceroy, and whether the parties in-
jured would not have a right to recompence ! In
the prefent cafe, the viceroy never pretended a poli-

tical
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tical neceflity, What his reafons were, will be ex-
amined hereafter, It is fufficient to eftablith in this
place the interpretation of the exercife of the law, in
which, ifyour memorialiftisright, nomotiveinferior to
political neceflity could juttify theconduct of the viceroy.

It is now time to come to the viceroy’s own rea=
fons, which, that no complaint may be made
that they are mifreprefented, fhall be in his own
words. ¢¢ And if this cafe'be now the firft that has
< happened to the Englith nation in the ports of
¢ America, it is owing to the commanders of fhips
¢ being worthy fubjetts of his Britannic majefty,
¢« who take care to preferve a behaviour confiftent
¢ with reafon and the laws and the inftruétions of
¢ their fovereign; which is not the cafe of thofe of
¢ the thip Argyle, who have endeavoured to break
through all bounds by a greater want of refpect.”
Two inferences plainly follow from hence, The firft
I have alrcady ftated, that it proceeded not from any
political emergency. The fecond is, that the breach
of the edi&t was not the crime for which the fhip
incurred the penalty prefcribed by the ediét, If
captain Robertfon had only been guilty of failing
from St. Jagoto the Rio de Janciro, he might, like
every other Enolifth veflel, have efcaped in fafery.
But the concomitant crimes he comumitted weie what

(214

drew down vengeance upon his head; and thefe
crimes are {aid to be breaches of the law of rcafon,
of the laws of England, and of the king of Great

Britain’s inftru&ions.
Your memorialift is heartily feriy, that he is
obliged to detain your lordthip fo {ong, in following
E2 the
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the viceroy through the abfurdities of ~his letters,
But as the confequence has been very ferious to him
hitherto, and as he wifhes to carry the moft intimate
convi¢tion to the mind of every one who may be
concerned in fupporting or attacking the juftice of
his claim, he wifhcs to remove every ftumbling block,
that intereft or prejudice may fet up againit him.

The greateft difficulty your memorialift is under,
in attempting to refute the viceroy’s charge, is, the
moral impoffibility of underftanding it, In this
country a general charge is void for uncertainty.
The charge muft firlt be efpecially afcertained, and
then it is time to enter into the proofs; and thefe
are fuch obvious maxims, that it is impofiible to {up-
pofe that any court of juftice can fubfift without
them, Yetthat no inftance of oppreflion might be
wanting in this cafe, thefe plain principles of pro-
ceeding have been neglected, though they cannot be
unknown even in the Brazils, All the anfwer
therefore that your memorialift can give to thele
three charges is, that, if captain Robertfon and his
company have in any inftance offended againit the
Jaw of reafon, it is not as fuch the object of cogni-
zance in any civil court; and he denies totally, that
they have in any refpeét alted contrary to the laws of
their country, and the inftrultions of their fo-
vereign,

‘Thefe concomitant circumftances being then taken
away, which, if they had exifted, were not of a na-
ture to juftify the viceroy, the faét is once more fim-
plified to that ftate, in which the viceroy acknowledges
the ediét never has been, nor ever thould te, put in
execution, '
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Obedienae to the laws of a country is a duty upon
a ftranger as well as upon a fubject; and ignorance
of the laws is poflibly no better excufe in the mouth
of a ftranger than of a fubject. In the prefent cafe
the fatal circumftance againft captain Robertfon was
his confeffion, that he came intentionally from St.
Jago to Rio Janeiro. It feems by the edict this was
a crime, and his ignorance was no excufe for it.
But furely it is the duty of different governors nat
to fuffer men to be mifled; not to contribute to
plunge men into deeper ignorance; nor to make a
cafe, fufficiently hard in itfelf, ftill harder. What
was the fituation of captain Robertfon ? DBred up to
the fea, he had all his life time heard that Englith
veflels touched at the Brazils, and were admitted for
refrethments ; there being noinftance of an Englifh cap-
tain’s being punithed for it. Could he guefs then, that
it was prohibited ? The very fhip, which he failed with
in company from St Jago, was in the port at the time
he came into the mouth of the harbour, taking in
provifions unmolefted. Was not this fufficient to
induce any man to think he was not acling contrary
to the laws of the country? Can therc exift a cafe,
in which a magiftrate would be more unwilling to
receive an inadvertent confeflion ; or is there any
other magiftrate in the four divifions of the globe,
befides the viceroy, who would have pitched upon
this occafion to carry into execution an edicl,
which (though eyery day furnifhes an opportunity)
has never been put in force fince the eftablithinent
of the Portuguefe in the Brazils ?

If
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If the viceroy, inftead of making a handle of the
inadvertent confeflion of the captain, had attended
to the circumftances of the thip, he would have found,
that the was in a fituation, which gave her a right to
enter the harbour confiftently with the edict. For by
the edict, if a thip of an ally is in diitrefs, fhe may
put in for neceflary refrefhments; and could a fhip
be in greater diftrefs for want of water than fhe was,
who had only half a butt remaining ?

It is curious ‘to obferve the 'viceroy’s condu&t.
He confifcates the thip on captain Robertfon’s con-
feflion, At the fame time he declares him to be an
impoftor, and that he does not believe him ; and pays
no regard to the circumftance of the fhip’s diftrefs;
which clearly takes her out of the penalty of the
edi¢t, and makes the viceroy’s condu&, even under
the edict, unjuftifiable.

There is one circumftance more that muft be fub-
mitted to your lordfhip. Hitherto an attempt has
only been made to follow the viceroy through the
means of {uch broken information, as he of his own
accord has been pleafed to furnith. It is now neceflary
to mention, what appeared to be captain Robertfon’s
crime in the fentence read to him and his men on
board the Argyle. By captain Robertfon’s depofition,
made upon the fpot, and fubjoined to this memorial,
1t appears, that in the fentence of confifcation they.
were confidered as pirates, and to be punifhed ac«
cordingly.  The charge of piracy has not appearcd
in any of the viceroy’s letters 3 but, if it has made
any part of the fentence, the refutation of itis fo ob-
vious, that it would be mifpending your lordthip’s
time to enter into the proofs



That your lordfthip may fee to what amount your
memorialift has been injured in his fhare as part
owner of the Argyle, a fchedule is annexed, ftating
the value of that part of the cargo which belonged to
him. But the lofs of your memorialift is not con-
fined to the bare lofs of thecargo. The profit, thathe
could have made upon this cargo in the Eaft Indies,
had not the viceroy prevented him from carrying it
there, is to be taken into the account. Your memo-
rialift, upon his arrival in India, found, that the
affortment he had made would have turned out more
valuable than he could poffibly have expected, That
fome years of his life, and a voyage to the Eaft
Indics, have been rendered fruitlefs, is as eflential
a part of the injury done to him as theatual feizure
of the fhip.

Your memorialift humbly prays your lordthip
to intercede with his majefty to give his moft
gracious affiftance to an injured fubjedt,
and to procure for him fuch reftitution and
reparation from the court of Portugal as the
nature of his cafc deferves, In firm reli-
ance upon which, he concludes with
afluring your lordihip of the refpect and fub-
miffion, with whichhe has the honour to be,

Your lordfhip’s moft humble,
moft obedient, and moft
devoted fervant,

JOHN HASELL®
To the Rt. Hon. William Earl of Rochford,

one of his Maje'ty’s principal Secretaries of

State, &c. &c. &c.

$ Note., This memorial was prefented in Auguft, 1773.
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[ Afidavit of Captain Robertfon, annexed to the preceding

memorial. ]
Rio Janeiro, in the Brazils,

W illiam Robertfon, of London, mafter and owner
of the fhip Argyle, depofeth and maketh oath on the
Holy Evangelift of Almighty God to the truth of
the following depofition : Firft, that he received on
board his fhip Argyle, in the river of Thames, port
of London, a cargo of goods, confifting of bar-iron,
lead, iron, and brafs guns, fundry cafks, cafes, trunks,
and bales of merchandize, &c. deftined for Port
Praya Bay, in the ifland of St. Jago, under the do-
minion and government of his moft faithful majefly,
the king of Portugal, there to be delivered on board
the thip Duke of Portland, commanded by John
Hafell, efquire, ; and that he failed from the Downs
on Monday the gth day of April, 1770, and arrived in
the aforefaid bay on the 1ft day of May following,
when finding the faid fhip Duke of Portland not ar-
rived, he waited for her until the 24th day of the faid
month of May, when fhe arrived. Upon her arrival,
faid John Hafell, efquire, finding himfelf rather too
late in the feafon to double the Cape of Good Hope,
without calling in for refrefhments, he entered into
a contra&t with this deponent to proceed with him to
the port of Rio Janeiro, on the coaft of Brazil, which
he agrced to on the 31ft day of May, there to receive
faid cargo on board, whilft John Hafell, efquire,
fhould be taking in his refrethments. This depo-
nent further faith, that he failed in company with
him on the 1ft day of June from St. Jago, but
parted company on the 18th of the fame month,
blowing
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blowing frefh gales of wind ; he accordingly then
profecuted his voyage, and arrived and came to an=
chor at the mouth of this harbour of Rio Janeiro on
Wednefday the 18th day of July, at ten o’clock at
night, having got the fame afternoon a pilot on
board. The next day, being Thurfday, the 1gth
day of July, at four in the afternoon, weighed, and
made fail in order to proceed into the harbour, At
five o’clock the captain of the port or harbour-mafter
camg on board, and ordered him not to proceed any
further up, and ordered him to come to an anchor,
which he immediately did, At feven the fame
evening, 1gth July, an officer with two foldiers
came on board, with orders to bring him up to the
governor or viceroy of this port; he accordingly
went with him, and did not get on board his thip
again until three o’clock the next morning of the
following day ; faid viceroy then refufed his coming
into the hrabour, although he alledged that he could
not proceed back to England, or any other port,
without a fupply of water and other refrefhments ;
at the fame time told him that his cargo confifted of
the aforementioned goods, to be delivered on board
one of the Eaft India fhips then in the harbour; (the
fhip True Briton, captain Bradley, being alfo arrived
for refrefhments) faid governor faid he muft not come
up, but that one of thefe fhip’s boats thould bring him
water ; he accordingly waited for faid water, &c, until ‘
Saturday, 21ft of July, when another ofhcer came
on board from the viceroy to know why he did not
go away, Said captain anfwered him, that he could
not move without a fupply of water, &c. The of-
ficer then told him that it fhould be fent him, to-

F gether
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gether with what other little refrefhments he wanted
the next day, and took the pilot away with him, al-
though his fhip was not then in a place of fafety,
having this fame nightdrove from her anchor, blowing
hard at fouth-weft. The faid officer, upon leaving
him, told him, that when he got his water next
day, he muft then immediately go away, which this
deponent aflured him fhould be complied with. But
the next day faid governor, inftead of fending the
water to him’' according to promife, gave leave
for his coming into the harbour with his fhip,
and at the fame time gave orders for a pilot to
come on board, and the fhip Duke of Portland’s

boat to help in as a guard ; but, it falling little-

wind, did not weigh, but the next day, Monday
July 23d, at one in the afternoon, he came to
fail, and at three o’clock came to an anchor in this
harbour ; and at four o’clock the captain of the port
came on board, and ordered him to weigh again,
which he did, and faid harbour-mafter run his thip
further up the harbour, under cover of a fort and
fhip of force ; and at fix o’clock came to an anchor,
and immediately had a guard of five foldiers put on
board his fhip. At feven the fame evening, his
moft faithful majefty the king of Portugal’s officers
came on board, and examined him with refpe& to
his cargo and voyage, of which he gave them a
faithful account, by thewing them his journal, which
they demanded, and his bills of entry at the cuftom-
houfe in London; which examination they ordered
him to fign together with them, they affuring him
1t was an account of his cargo, and that he was
bound here from St. Jago, and from thence to the
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ifland of Jamaica, and to deliver his cargo on board
the aforementioned fhip, Duke of Portland, captain
Hafell, in this port ; which, upen his affurance, he
figned, at the fame time gave him orders not to ftir
out of his fhip, or go on board of any fhip, which
this deponent aflured him fhould be complied with.
And the next day the fame officers came on board
again, and examined him in the fame manner as the
preceding evening, with this difference, demanding
his bills of loading, which he fhewed them, which
they took a very particular account of, as alfo what
he had on board on his own account, which they
alfo defired him to fign, telling him it was the fame
purport as what he had figned laft night, which he
did. At the fame time they demanded a light to go
in the hold, and examine the cargo, which he com-
plied with, They then went in the hold, cut open
one bale, and opened three cafes, and made their re-
port to the officers fent on board to examine the
whole affair, and then they all went on fhore. And
this deponent heard nothing more about them or the
governor, until Monday morning, the thirticth day
of July, when his moft faithful majefty the king of
Portugal’s civil and military officers came on board,
and called all the fhip’s company aft on the quarter-
deck, and read to this deponent and all his people a
declaration or orders, figned by the viceroy, for
fcizing and confifcating his fhip and cargo, deeming
all of us as pirates, and to be committed to prifon,
and to be punifthed according to our deferts ; at the
fame time this deponent having his Englifh colours
flying, which they foon after ftruck, This depo-
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nent remonftrated againft this unjuft and unlawful
confifcation of his fhip and cargo. They then or-
dered all of the people firft on fhore to prifon,
guarded, and then took this deponent out of the faid
fhip Argyle, who refufed to leave her unlefs forced,
They faid this confifcation was force, and that I
muft go. He then faid captain took them all pre-
fent together, with his firft mate as witnefs, that he
left his fhip without his own confent, and at four
o’clock the fame afternoon he came on fhore, guarded
by them, and was immediately conducted to a houfe,
hired and fitted up as a prifon, oppofite ta the com-
mon gaol, where he found his fhip’s company con-
fined, and a guard is fet over him and them. He,
this deponent, in particular being more ftriétly con-
fined than the reft of his fhip’s company, being only
allowed to ftir out upon natural occafions, and then
1s guarded as a felon, as is alfo any of his fhip’s
company that goes out, And this deponent alfo
fayeth, that during all the time he has been con-
fined on board his thip in this harbour, from the
23d to the 3oth of July, the time of confifcation, he
never refufed any of the guards coming on board,
who wecre relieved every day with the fame number
of five. The faid deponent alfo depofeth, that he
was not allowed to have communication with his
employer, John Hafell, Efq, by word or letter,
And this deponcnt further fayeth, that on the above
day, the 3o0th of July, when they feized his fhip and
all on board her, they demanded his bill of loading,
charter-parties,” and invoices of his private property,
which the faid viceroy, or his minifters or officers,
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retains and keeps in his or their poffeflion. And alfo
that on the following day, the 31ft of July, the vice-
roy’s linguift, accompanied by an officer, brought
this deponent a letter from captain John Hafell,
which this deponent immediately anfwered ; which
the faid linguift and officer jointly took in their
charge, They then faid they muft have the letter
he received from captain Hafell, to be perufed by
the viceroy, which he gave them, Some time after,
thefe two gentlemen returned to this deponent’s
place of confinement, and brought him his own let-
ter back, which he had wrote to captain Hafell,
broke open, having been perufed by the viceroy ;
which he defired him to feal again, and it would be
conveyed as direéted, which he did. This depo=
nent then afked them for captain Hafell’s letter. They
told him the viceroy or governor of this port and
province had kept it, which is a moft notorious
ftretch of power, fuch as Englithmen are not ufed
to. This deponent has not yet received the above-
mentioned letter, nor his papers, which were taken
from him on the day of confifcation of his fhip and
cargo, This deponent alfo fayeth,; that this morning
he wrote to his excellency the marquis of Lavradio,
viceroy of Brafil, a letter, requefting the favour of
an audience, to deliver his proteft againft him for
the confifcation of his fhip and cargo, which, in
about half an hour after, was brought back to him
again by an officer, who faid the governor did not
underftand Englifh, and that he muft prefent a peti-
tion to him, if he wanted any thing, in Portuguefe,
He told him the contents of it was only to rcqueft

an
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an audience, to deliver his proteft againft him, which
he made yefterday. He told him the aforefaid gen-
tleman, who adts as linguift, would come and write
in Portuguefe for him; but, as he has not yet come,
this deponent is apprehenfive the viceroy will not re-
ceive his proteft, and, as he is confined, has no
other way to requeft an audience by letter : and
further this deponent fayeth not, As he has no
magidrate to apply to, nor knows of any, being
confined, he has fworn to this before his two mates,
who fign as witnefles to thefe prefents, in Rio de
Janeiro, Thurfday the 2d of Auguft, 1770, between
the hours of three and four o’clock in the afternoon.

WILL. ROBERTSON.,
W itnefs,

GEORGE LOCHTIE,
JOSEPH CROUCH,
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"The MEMORIAL of Captain,Jorn

HasgerL, late of the Duke of Portland
Indiaman,

HUMBLY SHEWETH,

HA'T in the {pring of the year 1770, he
freighted a fhip called the Argyle, captain

Robertfon commander, and put on board her a cargo
of merchandize fuitable for the Eaft Indies. It was
agreed between captain Hafell and captain Robertfon,
that the Argyle fhould accompany the Duke of Portland
to the port of Rio Janeiro in the Brafils,} and there
the cargo of the Argyle fthould be taken and put on
board the Duke of Portland Eaft Indiaman, to be
carried to the Eaft Indies, and to be difpofed of on
the private account of captain Hafell: In confe=
quence of this convention the fhips failed, and ar-
rived within a few days of each other in the har~
bour of Rio Janeiro, where the thip Argyle was im-
mediately feized, and foon after confifcated by order
of the marquis de Lavradio, viceroy of the Brafils,
‘The court of Portugal, fenfible of the oppreflion and
illegal proceedings of the viceroy, have at length,
after four years, ordered the thip and cargo to be re-
ftored. But your memorialift humbly begs leave to
ftate to your lordfhip, how inadequate fuch a repa-
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fation is to the damage he has fuftained. tn the firft
place, the cargo itfelf is fo confiderably damaged, as
to be infinitely below the value of its prime coft ;
many of the perithable commodities appear to be to-
tally deftroyed ; amd even thofe, which from their
texture feemed beft calculated to withftand the negli-
gence and careleflnefs of the Portuguefe, have fuf-
fered confiderably. To contend that a cargo reftored
in fuch bad condition is an equivalent for the cargo
feized in its prime condition, would be contrary to
common fenfe, Your memorialift therefore humbly
begs on this head, that the court of Portugal may be
applied to, in order to have an officer appointed to at-
tend the appraifementand fale of the goods in their pre-
fent condition ; and confents to take the nett produce,
over and above all the incidental charges arifing from
the fale of them, on account, in part of the ballance
due to him, What the value of the goods are in
their prefent condition, your memorialift can by no
means afcertain ; poflibly they may not raife more
than will fuffice to pay the incidental charges: which
your lordfhip will be induced to think very heavy,
upon hearing, that captain Robertfon has already at-
tached them in the merchant’s hands at Lifbon for
the fum of [ 4500, for his freight, demurrages, and
damages. But was the cargo capable of fetching
fuch a fum as would not only pay all charges of
this nature, but leave a furplus equal to the prime
coft, there will remain another charge from your
memorialift, he having been obliged to pay a heavy
refpondentiz intereft, as appears under that article in
the paper annexed,

Thefe
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Thefe arc”real folid expences, which have been;
or which muft be paid out of the pocket of your
memorialift; and was the court of Poriugal willing
to repay them, would go a very little way towards
repairing the loffes occafioned by the unjuftihable
conduct of the viceroy.

The man who deftroys the grain in the ground,
fruftrates the fubfequent harveft; and in this coun-
try a judge would dire®, and a jﬁry would find ac-
cordingly. Such a degree of juftice may not bc ea-
fily obtained againft a great oppre{lor, in the partial
tribunal of a defpotic country. But when a flate,
like this, demands reparation for an injured fubject,
it will demand it in its proper extent. In full con-
fidence therefore of your lordfhip’s afiiftance and pro-
teCtion, your memorialit will beg leave to annex
another paper, in which will appear the profit that
would have accrued upon each article, had he been
permitted to carry them to Tndia,., Jhele are 1ot
fi@itious valuations, but the current market price of
cach commodity, as he had the means of afcertaining
upon his arrival in India. Nor did the mifchicf {top
here 3 for upon the difpofal of his cargo, he wou'd
have had an opportunity of taking in return a lading
of different forts of woods, which he has {pecined,
and which would have yiclded an additional prof: of
7500 L.

‘[his, my lord, is the flate of the loffes yout me-
morialift has fuffered ; and when it is confidered how
many years are fpent fruitlels in the company’s fer-
vice, before a man has the command of a fhip; and
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how few voyageshe has the opportunity, or health, o
ftrength, to make, after he comes to it, your lordthip
will not think the word too ftrong, that one of the few
harvefts of his life has been fruftrated by the oppref-
fion of the viceroy. A captain of an Eaft Indiaman
generally makes his firlt voyage at the rifk of his
friends.  But then he has this confolation, if he had
nothing, he owed nothing; and a fuccefsful VOoy-s
age may enable him to repay the advance of his
friends. This is not the cafe of your memorialift.
‘The adt of the viceroy has made it impoffible for him
to repay his friends ; and had he the opportunity of
making another voyage, he would be by much in a
worfc fituation than he was in his firlt voyage; for,
in order to raife a cargo, he muft, if his credit
would extend fo far, add debt to debt, and accumu-~
late intereft upon intereft. Four years of the moft
valuable part of a man’s life, a voyage to and from
the Eaft Indies in a time of profound peace, every
advantage of wind and weather, and an affortment of
goods fortunately calculated for the India market, are
circumitances that may not cafily concur again ; and
the lofs of them may be a fource of barren affliGtion
to your memorialift, In the eflimation of his da-
mages, it has not been his with to aggravate, but only
to itate what he can prove; and in fpeaking of the
alls of the viceroy, he has endeavoured to moderate
his expreffion, though he cannot reprefs his feeling,

Therefore he humbly hopes that your lord-
fhip will give him every ailiftance to reco~

ver
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ver to the utmoft value for the injury done
to him, and the lofs he has fuftained.

JOHN HASELL¥

Fo the Rt. Hon. William Earl of Rochford,
one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of
State, &c. &c. &c.

The MEMORIAIL of Joun Haserr, late

Captain of the Duke of Portland Indiaman.

May it pleafe your lordfhip,
N the fpring of the year 1770, your memoriali®,
being ordered by his employers, the honourable
the Eaft India company, to proceed on his voyage to
Bombay, contralted with William Robertfon, maf-
ter and commander of the Argyle, a Weft India
merchant fhip, for the freight of various goods and
merchandize proper for fale in the Eaft Indies, to be
conveyed to the ifland of St. Jago, and there to be
delivered on board his own fhip the Duke of Port-
land. Your memorialift, on his arrival at St. Jagc,
found the feafon too late to double the Cape of Good
Hope, without touching at fome other port, which
was the morc neceflary, on account of the fickly
ftate of his crew, and the want of good water at St.
Jago. He therefore determined to go to Rio de Ja-
neiro, in the Brafils; and, as it appeared inconve-
nient to him to take the cargo of the Argyic on board

* This fecond memorial was prefented the 14th of March,
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his own fhip at St. Jago, he entered into a further
contraét with Mr. Robertfon, her commander, for
accompanying him with the Argyle to Rio de Janeire,
and there to deliver her cargo cn board the Duke of
Portland, in the fame manner as was criginally in-
tended to be done at St. Jago, that is, whilft the
fhip was taking in water and other refrefhments,
On the firlt of June 1770, the fwo fhips failed te-
gcther from St. Jago, and arrived within a few days
of each other in the barbour of Rio de Janeiro ;
where the fhip Argyle was feized and confifcated, and
the mafter and his crew were imprifoned, by order of
the Marquis de Lavradio, viceroy of the Brafils, un-
der the pretence, that the deftination of the Argyle to
Rio de Janeiro was a breach of an edict of the
king of Portugal, by which all forcign fhips were
prohibited, under pain of confifcation, from entering
any of the ports of the Brafils, unlefs when com-
pelied by diftrefs.  The crew of the Argyle were
foon fet at liberty, cxcept the mafter and his firft
mate, who were fent to Lifbon as prifoners, and
there continued in clofe confinement tll the thir-
teenth of May 1772, when, in confequence of an
application by his excellency the honourable Mr,
Walpole, his majefty’s envoy extraordinary at the
court of Fortegal, they were releafed, after having
undergone the greateft hardthips, which will appear
by the mafter’s account of his confinement, con-
tained in a paper hereunto annexed. Soon after, 3
further application being made by his excellency Mr,
Walpole, the court ¢f Portugal, confcious of the un-
juftifiable proceedings of their viceroy, promifed,
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¢hat the Argyle and her cargo fhould be reftored im-
mediately on her arrival from the Brafils,

In Auguft 1774, your memorialift prefented to
your lordfhip a memorial, flating the circumftances,
which attended the feizure and confifcation of the
Argyle, and praying your lordfhip to intercede with
his majefty for afiiftance, in procuring a reparation ;
and in O&ober following the Argyle arrived at Lif-
bon, and the court of Portugal iflued an order for
reftoring the fhip and her cargo, which were accord-
ingly delivered to his excellency Mr. Walpole, and
by him to the mafter Mr. Robertfon. But your me-
morialift, knowing how inadequate fuch a reftitution
was to the damage which had been fuftained, pre=~
{fented to your lordthip another memorial in March
laft, praying your lordfhip’s aflitance to recover a fa-
tisfation to the utmoft value for the injuries fuf-
tained ; and for the information of your lordfhip,
your memorialift added a fchedule, containing an ac-
count of the cargo of the Argyle, and an eftimation
of the damages fuftained by your memorialift and
Mr. Robertfon to that time, calculated at a rate
much lower than the real amount of them.

After prefenting this memorial, your memorialift
determined to go to Lifbon, in order to know the
particulars of what had been done there in refpect
to the Argyle and her cargo, and to aflift in bring-
ing the affair to a conclufion,

Your memorialift arrived at Lifbon in May laft,
and on the cighth of that month waited on his ex-
cellency Mr. Walpole, and gave to him a letter of
introdu&ion, with which your memorialift had been

honouree
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honoured by your lordfhip. His excellency informed
your memorialift of his proceedings in refpect to the
Argyle, and particularly, that when the Argyle ar-
rived at Lifbon, he demanded damages from the court
of Portugal, but was anfwered in writing by Mr,
Mello, fecretary of ftate for the marine department,
that his court would not pay any damages, and that
they returned the fhip and cargo as a matter of fa-
wour 3 though his excellency obferved, that he re-
ceived the fhip and cargo as a right, and not as a fa-
wour. Your memorialit alfo underftood, that in or-
der to repeat the demand of damages with effect,
further inftru&ions from your lordfhip might be ne-
ceflary.

Therefore your memorialift humbly prays for
your lordthip’s further afiiltance, for the
purpofe of procuring a full fatisfaction for
all damages, which have been already fuf-
tained by the illegal feizure and detention
of the Argyle and her cargo, and by the
imprifonment of her crew, particularly her
mafter and firft mate ; and alfo a fatisfac-
tion for the confequence of any further de-
lay in the payment of fuch damages,

JOHN HASELL,

To the Rt. Hon. Wiiliam Earl of Rochford,
one of his Majefty's principal Secretaries
of State, &c. &c. &c.

Augutt 2, 1775.

LETTER
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LETTER from Captain Hafell to the Earl of
Rochford, one of his Majefty’s principal Se-
cretaries of State, &e. &c. &ec.

Auguft 2, 1775,
My Lorp,

HE latter end of laft March your lordfhip ho-

noured me with a letter of introduétion to Mr,
Walpole, his majefty’s envoy at Lifbon ; in which
your lordfhip was fo good, as ftrongly to recommend
to his excellency’s attention the affair of the fejzure
of the fhip Argyle, by the governor of the Brafils,
in July 1770, I have fince been at Lifbon ; and
being now returned, I beg leave to lay before your
lordfhip fome account of the proceedings in that bu-

finefs, and to fubmit fome obfervations on the pre-
fent Pate of it.

I arrived at Lifbon the beginning of laft May,
and embraced the earlieft cppo‘t"mry of waiting on

Mr. Walpole,' and 1,19( nting your lordfhip’s letter,

His excellency received me in the moft obliging man-

ner, and informed me very particularly of every

thing he had done in the a-rir of the Argyle from
the beginning. I underftocd from his excellency,
that one of the firlt things done by him, after the

d
commencement of his embafly, was applying for the
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treated as criminals, were now fet at liberty, witli=
out the leaft inquiry into their conduct, The next
fiep taken by his excellency was equally fuccefsful 3
for, on demanding reftitution of the Argyle and her
cargo, he was anfwered, that they would be ordered
to Lifbon by the firt fhip, which went to the Bra=
fils; and accordingly in O&ober 1774, they ar-
rived at Lifbon, and were foon after reftored. But
here the court of Portugal thought fit to ftop the
current of juftice and retribution ; and when a re=
paration in damages, for the feizure and the confe-
quences of it, was demanded by his excellency, he
was told by Mr, Mello, the minifter for the marine
departrent, that the fhip and cargo had been reftored
as a favour, and that the court of Portugal could not
pay any thing for damages.

On this anfwer of the Portuguefc minifter, his ex-
cellency obferved to me, that he had received the
fhip and cargo as a 7ight ; and from his manner of
cxprefling himfelf, 1 had every reafon to think his
excellency extremely anxious to perfevere in the de-
mand of damages. But I found, that it was not
likely to be repeated with any profpect of fuccefs 5
unlefs he received further inftru&ions from your lord-
thip, and was authorized to urge the demand in the
firongeft and moft peremptory terms,

Such being the ftate of this affair when I left Lifs
bon, your lordfhip will fee the neceflity I am under
of fill troubling your lordfhip; and, in order the
better to entitle myfelf to the continuance of your
lordfhip’s prote&tion and afliftance, I hope your lord-
fhip will permit me to recall to your lordfhip’s me-
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mory the nature of the illegal proceedings; wliich
are the fubje of complaint to the court of Portugal,

and the extent of the damages, which have enfued.
T'he conduét of the viceroy of the Brafils was of
the moft flagrant kind. The pretence, under which
he feized the Argyle, confifcated heér cargo, and im-~
prifoned her crew, wasa Portuguefe edict, by which
the fhips of all foreign nations are proliibited; under
pain of forfeiture, from entering the ports of the
king of Portugal in the Brafils, except when driven
there by diftrefs, But the exiftence of this edict may
be very well doubted ; for the viceroy refufed to give
a copy of it, or to rame the period when it was
made ; and during the time I was at Lifbon, not-
withftanding the moft diligent enquiries on my part,
by applying both to lawyers and merchants in that
country, I was unable to procure the leaft account
of this fuppofed ediét., However, thould fuch an
edict really be in force, ftill it cannot furnith the
leaft juftification of the viceroy’s conduct ; becaufe it
is impofiible, that the cafe, to which he applied the
edict, could be within it, on many accounts, If there
is fuch an ediét, it muft have been made to prevent
trading with the Brafils ; but the viceroy had the
moft fatisfaltory evidence before him, that the Argyle
was not come for any fuch purpofe; and therefore
did not fall within the meaning of the prohibition,
Befides, the viceroy muft have known, that fuch an
edict was neither in pra&lice extended to Britith vef-
feis, nor could be extended confifiently with the fub-
fifting treaties between the crowns of Great Britain
and Portugal ; particularly the treaty made in 1654
H win
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with John the fourth, king of Portugal, which con-
tinues in full force to this moment, But this is not
the whole of the cafe ; for the Argyle, diftrefled as
fhe was for water, and expofed to great danger from
the badnefs of the anchoring ground and the want of
fhelter, kept without the harbour of Rio de Janeiro,
till the viceroy, forgetful of his honour, was firft
guilty of perfidy, in order afterwards to have the op-
portunity of committing injuftice.  After epjoining
the mafter of the Argyle not to enter the harbour,
he promifed to permit his fhip to be fupplicd with
water and refrefhments by the boats of the Duke of
Portland, and another Eaft Indiaman, which hap-
pened to be in the harbour of Kio de Janeiro at the
fame time. But when the boats attempted to carry
the neceffary fupplies, they were obfiructed, and Mr.
Robertfon was informed by the viceroy’s order, that
he might come into the port, and fhould be fupplied
there ; and the thip was accordingly piloted into the
harbour by a perfon fent by the viceroy, and carried
under a fort and a fhip of force ; and being thus en-
fnared into the power of the viceroy, the Argyle was
immediately taken poffeflion of by a guard of foldiers.
What rendered this infidious behaviour more fingu-
larly ftriking was, that the viceroy invited me to an
opera the night before the feizure, and when the
opera was over complimented me on the rectitude of
my condu&t, and affured me that the Argyle fhould
be {upplied with refrefhments, and be permitted to

remove her cargo on board my fhip, the Duke of
Portland.

Though

I —
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Though on infpeion of the papers and cargo be-
jonging to the Argyle, and examination of the maf-
ter and crew, and comparifon of their account with
mine, the viceroy was not able to difcover any thing
to juftify his violence ; yet he perfeveredin the fame
courfe, confifcated the fhip and cargo, imprifoned the
crew ; and, to complete the meafure of opprefiion,
refufed mea copy of the procefs and judicial alt, un-
der which he proceeded to this extremity.

Indeed, to give a colour of juftice to his actions,
the viceroy continued to rely on the ediét; but left
that fhould f2il him in point of juftification, he
called in aid the weak pretence of a contradi&tion, in
the accounts given by the mafter of the Argyle and
myfelf : the mafter having faid, that the fhip came
from St, Jago, deftined for Rio de Janeiro, to deli-

er his cargo on board my thip, the Duke of Port-
land ; and my reprefentation having only ftated, that
the Duke of Portland came there on account of the
ficknefs of my crew, and for refrefhments. But, in
fact, there was no contradi&ion in the two accounts j
for it was true, that the original deftination from St.
Jago was for Rio de Janeiro, and it was no lefs true,
that both fhips put in for water and refrefhments ;
nor fhould I have fupprefled the former circumftance,
if I had been examined to it. Befides, if the fup-
pofed contradicion had exifted, it could only induce
a fufpicion of fome irregularity, and being unfup-
ported by any proof of a breach of law, at the utmoft
could only juftify a temporary detainer 3 and explain-
ed, as it was, by the {fubfequent examinations, could

not be a ground for feizure and confilcation.
H 2 Having
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Having detained your lordthip fo long with this
picture of complicated duplicity, perfidy, injuftice, and
oppreflion, in the conduct of the viceroy of the Bra-
fils, I will fay but a few words in refpe to the da-
mages, which have been the refult of the whole.

Part of the damages fuftained hath been already
flated to your lordthip, in a paper annexed to a me-
morial delivered in March laft, by which your lord-
fhip will fee, that the lofs upon the cargo, including
the prime coft, and 4500/, being the demand of the
mafter of ths Argyle for freight, demurrage, and da-
mages, amounts to 30321/, 175. 6d. To this ftate-
ment of damages, I have to add the further claim of
an allowance for lofs of time, and for the large ex-
pences incurred in the profecution of my jult de-
mands on the court of Portugal, and alfo the in-
terclt on the 30321/ 17s5. 64, from the time of pre-
fenting the memorial, in which the damagcs are com=
puted at that fum. It may allo be proper to men-
tion, that the lofs of the mate, who fuffered the fame
tedious  and cruel imprifonment of twenty-two
monthns as the mafter, is not comprehended in this
calculation of damages; he not having yet delivered
in his account, But juftice requires, that he fhould
be confidered as well as the other fuffercrs, when he
appears and makes his demand ; and if he fhould,
that the damages, now claimed for others, fhould be
without prejudice to him,

In reprefenting this affair to your lordfhip, I have
confined myfelf to the lofs fuftained by myfelf, and
pther individuals 3 but I am perfuaded, that this is
not the only point of view, in which your lordfhip

will
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will confider the cafe. Through me and the other
fufferers, the honour and dignity of the Britith crown
have been wounded ; and your lordfhip’s known cha-
ralter convinces me, that, in the profecution of this
affair, you arc no lefs animated by zeal to prevent

national difgrace, than you are anxious to enforce a
fatisfaction for private injury,

My Lord,
I have. the honour to be,
with the greateft refpe&,
your lordthip’s moft devoted

and faithful fervant,

f. HASELL.

T'fie Rt. Hon, the Earl of Rochford,

LETTER
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LETTER from Captain Hafell to the Right
Honourable Lord Vifcount Weymouth, one

of his Majeity’s principal Secretaties of States
&c. &c. &c.

Blenheim-ftreet, Jan, 11, 1776.

My Lorp,

T BEG leave to requeft your lordfhip’s attention
& (6 the affair of the illegal feizurc of the fthip Ar-
gyle, by the viceroy of the Brafils, in July 1770,
which for a long time paft has been the {ubject of
complaint to the court of Portugal, The particu-
lars of the cale, the extent of the damages fuftained
by me, as owner of a valuable cargo in freight, on
board the Argyle, and by captain Robertfon as maf-
ter, and part owner of the fhip, the feveral fteps
which have been taken in the affair, and the prefent
ftate of it, will appear to your lordfhip from the
memorials, and other papers, in your lordfhip’s of=
fice, and from the letter to lord Rochford, of which
I inclofe a copy. Some time ago lord Rochford was
picafed to fignify an intention of fending further in-
itructions to Mr. Walpole, his majefty’s envoy at
the court of Portugal, in order that fatisfaltion for
the feizurc complained of, which hath already been
granted in part, by reftoring the fhip and cargo, may
bz completed, by a payment of the great damages
which have accrued from the feizure and detainer of
the fhip, and the long imprifonment of the mafter
and his mate. But I underftand, that lord Roch-
ford went out cf the office, before he had an oppor-
tunity of writing to Mr. Walpole on the fubject.

However,
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However, being thoroughly convinced of your lord-
thip’s generous zeal to be the inftrument of redrefl-
ing real injuries, more efpecially when, as in the
prefent cafe, they are of a public kind, I truft, that
the affair will be deemed equally deferving of your
lordfhip’s interpofition. ‘I'he illegality of the ieizure
is, in efte@, already acknowledged, by reftoring the
fhip and cargo; and T have every reafon to think,
that an exertion of the fame manly fpirit, which
procured this beginning of juftice, will not fail to
obtain a complete and final fatisfaction,

I thall be happy to have the honour of waiting
upon your lordfhip in refpet to this affair, when-
ever it fhall fuit your lordfhip’s; convenience to
fee me,

My Lord,
I have the honour to be,
with the greateft refpelt,
your lordfhip’s moft devoted

and obedient fervant,
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LETTER from Captain Hafell to the Righ¢
Honourable Lord Vifcount Weymouth, one
of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State,

&c. &c. &c. .%%/

Blenheim.ftreet, Jangsy, 1777.
My Lorv,

LAST January T troubled your lordfhip with 2

letter about obtaining damages from the court

of Portugal for the illegal feizure and detention of
the thip Argyle, by the governor of the Brafils. Since
that time I have abftained from any further applica-
tion ; becaufe I was aware, that the unhappy ftate of
affairs in North America demanded fo very great a
thare of attention from his majefty’s minifters, as to
render it improper to intrude upon them with bufi-
nefs of inferior confideration, unlefs there thould be
an abfolute neceffity for fo doing. But I now hope
to be excufed for once more requclling your lord-
fhip’s interference, for a redrefs of injuries I have
fuftained, Should much more time be fuffered to
clapfe, the court of Lifbon may be encouraged to
think, that all thoughts of urging the demand with
effet arc given up : befides, the prelent ftate of af-
fairs between our court and that of Lifbon, may, as
I have fome reafons to fuppofe, particularly favour
the enforcement of iy demand en the latter, What
I alludé/z:is, the recent affair of the feizure of one of
his majefty’s thips by a Portuguefe governor on the
coaft of Guinea, which infult of his majefty, on the
one hand, evinces how abfolutely neceflary it is, on
a gencral account, to reprefs the violence and injuf-
tice
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tice of the officers of the crown of Portugal ; and,
on the other hand, feems to furnifth the moft conve-
nient opportunity of infifting on redrefs for the par-
ticular injury by.which I am fo great a fufferer.
Thefe confMerations are fubmitted to your lordihip
with the utmoft deference to your lordfhip’s difcre-
tion, and with the fulleft confidence in your lord-
fhip’s zeal to enforce juftice,

My Lord,
I have the honour to be,

with the greatelt refpect,
your lordthip’s moft devoted

and moft obedient fervant,

J. HASELL.

The Rt. Hon, Lord Vifcount Weymouth,
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