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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE PRINCE REGENT OF PORTUGAL.
PRINCE. OF BRAZIL, &c. &c. &c.

SIRr,

NDER the sanction of Your Royal Highness,

performed the Travels in your dominions of Brazil,
of which the following is a Narrative : in obedience to
the command with which Your Royal Highness ho-
noured me on my departure from Rio de Janeiro, I now
submit it to the Public.

Unbiassed either by partiality or prejudice, I have
endeavoured to give a clear and faithful relation of what
I have seen. In describing the present state of Mining
and Agriculture in your dominions, I have taken the
liberty to suggest some improvements, which, in my
humble opinion, would tend to increase the revenue of
Your Royal Highness, and multiply the resources of
the country. These are the principal grounds on which
I rest my hope, that the work, notwithstanding its im-
perfections, will be found not unworthy of being patro-
nized by a Prince, whose happiness consists in promot-
ing that of his subjects.
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On this occasion I cannot but express the deep regret
I feel at the decease of that excellent member of Your
Royal Highness’s cabinet, the Conde de Linnares,
whose goodness and greatness of mind encouraged every
pursuit tending to the public advantage, with a zeal

which true patriotism alone could inspire. Had he
lived, T might have presumed on his receiving these

pages with that kind and friendly partiality which ever
distinguished his conduct towards me. Bereft of that

Nobleman’s protection, I stand unsupported before Your
Royal Highness, to whose patronage I submit this work,
as a testimonial of the high respect with which I have
the honour to be.

Your Royal Highness’s most obliged

and most humble servant,

JOHN MAWE.
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TRAVELS, &o.

CHAPTER I

Voyage to Cadiz and thence to the Rio de la Plata.—
Misfortunes at Monte Video.—Character of the In-
habitants.— Trade.—Geological Remarks.

TRAVELLER who ventures to present his Nar-

rative to the Public, is generally encouraged by
the conviction that it contains novel and interesting in-
formation. This is my case; and I beg leave, before
I begin my story, briefly to state the subject of it to
the Reader, in order that he may perceive the grounds
on which it claims his attention.

In the year 1804, I was induced to undertake a
voyage of commercial experiment, on a limited scale,
t0 the Rio de la Plata. Onmy arrival at Monte Video,
the ship and cargo were seized ; 1 was thrown into
prison, and afterwards sent into the interior, where I
was detained until the taking of that place by the British
troops under Sir Samuel Auchmuty. I afterwards ob-
tained leave to accompany the army under General
Whitelocke, which was sent against Buenos Ayres,
and I rendered such services to the expedition as my
two years’ residence 1n the country enabled me to per-
form. At the termination of that expedition, I went to
Rio de Janeiro. A letter Olg introduction to the Viceroy
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of Brazil, which was given me by the Portuguese am-
bassador at London, gained me the notice and protection
of his brother, the Conde de Linhares, who had then
just arrived with the rest of the court, and who recom-
mended me to the Prince Regent, as a person devoted
to mineralogical pursuits, and desirous of exploring the
ample ficld for investigation, which his rich and exten-
sive territories presented. His Royal Highness was
graciously pleased to further my views, not only by
granting me letters to the public functionaries of the va-
rious places I wished to visit, but by ordering an escort
of soldiers, and every other necessary provision for per-
forming the journey. I had the more reason to be
grateful for this munificent patronage, because I knew
that a decree existed prohibiting all foreigners from
travelling in the interior of Brazil, and that no other
Englishman had ever begun such an undertaking with
those indispensable requisites to its success, the permis-
sion and sanction of the Government.

Observations, made, in the course of these Travels,
on the country and on its inhabitants, constitute the
main part of the volume now offered to the public.
Whatever be their faults or their merits, they relate to a
subject at present extremely interesting, both in a poli-
tical and a commercial point of view; they profess to
develope the physical resources of a colony, which
through recent changes, is likely to become an empire ;
and inpart, to pourtray the character of a nation which is
now the most ancient, and has ever been the most faith-
ful, ally of Great Britain.

In the year before-mentioned, pursuant to my design
of visiting the Rio de la Plata, I obtained His Majesty’s
licence to go thither in a vessel (my own property, dby
a bottomry-bond) under Spanish colours, a precaution
rendered necessary by our being at war with France,
and by the hourly expectation of a rupture with Spain.
My licence was, strictly speaking, a special one, ¢ pro-
““tectng all I had on board the Spanish vessel, if, in
““ case of a rupture with Spain, she should be taken by
“ any of our ships of war, privateers,” &c. I sailed on

i . il
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the first of August 1804, and after a fair voyage arrived
at Cadiz. It there became necessary to conform to the
colonial regulations of the government, which require
that all articles of merchandize sent to South America
be landed and entered at the Custom-House, where, on
payment of a fee, they receive the necessary marks to

‘make them pass for produce or manufactures of the mo-

ther-country. During my stay in this port occurred that
unfortunate capture of the homeward-bound frigates by
the British squadron off Cape Finisterrc ; which, as may
naturally be supposed, rendered the situation of an Eng-
lishman in Cadiz extremely embarrassing. War soon
broke out between the two countries, and this port was
rigorously blockaded. In addition to the ills which
befel me in consequence, I was near falling a victim to
the plague which was then raging, and which swept
away almost a fourth part of the inhabitants of Cadiz, of
Gibraltar, and of other places in that region. The effects
of this awful scourge were visible in every social circle ;
almost in every family; and perhaps the despondency
caused by witnessing them, contributed to extend its
fatal sway. I still shudder to remember, that of a party
of strangers, amounting to five (myself included,) who
took coffee together one Saturday evening in perfect
health, I, on the Monday-week following, was the sole
survivor. The progress of the disorder was so rapid,
that three of them dicd on the fourth day. It would be
tedious to detail the particulars of my own casc; buta
short account of it will not perhaps be without its usc to
those who may, at any future time, be exposed to similar
danger.

The first symptoms I felt were extreme lassitude,
heaviness, and tremor, accompanied with a considerable
degree of fever, which I first observed while on my way
to dine with a friend. I returned to my lodgings and
took a grain of calomel, as had been my daily custom
for some time. This precaution had been suggested to
me by a_skilful chemist in London, who furnished me
with 2 quantity of that medicine, to be regularly taken
whenever I was exposed to contagion of any kind.  Be-
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lieving, however, that my complaint was only a bad cold,
1 took some tea and retired to bed, but passed a restless
night. 'In the morning while at breakfast among the
Spanish family with whom I lodged, my appecarance, and
aversion to food, excited the apprehensions of the lady
of the house, a humane and (to use an expressive family-
phrase) motherly woman, who assured me that I had
the plague. Unwilling to believe her, though contin-
ually growing worse, I increcased my dose of calomel
and took tea very copiously. In the afternoon of the day
following I wrote to the worthy Mr. Dgﬂ', the c‘ons.ul‘
general, requesting him to send Dr. Fife, an P.,ngllsh
physician, who, visiting me, confirmed what my hostess
had said, adding however that the symptoms were fa-
vourable.  He prescribed no medicines, but ordered me
to take tamarinds and hot mint tea at Intervals in large
quantities. After a third restless night, I found my pulse
was above 130, and the fourth day brought the crisis of
my disorder. At night I was suddenly seized with ex-
treme sickness, which lasted the longer, by reason of the
great quantities of liquid I had taken ; a profuse perspi-
ration ensued, and did not abate until I was reduced from
a robust habit of body to a state of extreme meagreness
and debility. I now recovered rapidly, and in six days
was enabled to visit my friends. Dr. Fife assured me
that the favourable turn of my illness was owing to the
calomel I had previously taken, and added, that if I had
doubled the dose on the first appearance of the symptoms,
there would, probably, have been no occasion for his at-
tendance.

War being now formally declared, the port of Cadiz
was blockaded with greater rigour than ever, and I had
many difficulties to encounter in preparing to continue
my voyage. Theill conduct of my captain threw a‘di-
tional obstacles in my way, and gave me doubts respect-
ng his character and experience, which in the sequel
proved but too well-founded. At length the cargo, hay-
mg passed the Custom-House conformably to the under-
stood conditions, was safely embarked, and in the latter
end of March 1805 we sailed. Our crew consisted

= e
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wholly of Genoese and Catalans, with the exception of
the pilot, a Biscayan, and one good Portugueze sailor.
As might naturally be expected, we were detamed by
one of the blockading squadron, the Amphion, an ofhcer
belonging to which, accompanied me to the Admiral,
Sir John Orde, who, after examining my papers, treated
me with every civility, and gave me a certificate directing
all ships of war, &ec. of his squadron not to molest us,
but to render us, if necessary, all the assistance in their
power. This protection was of service to us some days
afterwards, when we were boarded by the Mercury fii-
gate, but, on exhibition of our documents, immediately
permitted to proceed. On another occasion, however,
it availed us but little; we were detained by a cutter
privateer from Guernsey, manned by a set of ruflians,
whose captain, after occupying me for two hours with
his insults and menaces, at length suftered me to pursue
my voyage. Itis scarcely necessary to advert to another
detention within four leagues of Santa Cruz in Teneriffe
by the Tartar lugger, also from Guernsey, unless for the
sake of contrasting the handsome treatment 1 expe-
rienced from its commander, with the brutal conduct
of the other Guernsey-man.

We touched at Santa Cruz solely for the purpose of
taking in water, having sailed from Cadiz with a strong
Levant or easterly wind, which, as it was a rare advan-
tage, did not allow us time to lay in a stock for the
voyage. During our short stay here, I was permitted,
after undergoing an examination, to collect some geolo-
gical specimens ; they werce all of the volcanic species,
mtermixed with olivin and augite.

Continuing our course to the southwards, we had for
some days a strong trade wind, but were afterwards ex-
posed to a succession of those calms which frequently
prevail between the 7th and 2d degrees of latitude north
of the line. The tediousness of these delays was in some
degree diverted by immense shoals of bonitos, albicores,
and flying-fish; numbers of the latter frequently darted
against our sails and fell on board; they afforded excel-
lent eating. The quantity of bonitos we caught filled
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all our empty barrels, and as our ballast was salt, we
casily preserved them. Their flesh being coarse and
dry, cannot be relished without good sauce, and for
this reason we threw away all except the choice parts.
Our attention was constantly engaged by the numbers
of these lively fish swimming and darting in all direc-
tions, and by the efforts of the poor defenceless flying-
fish to avoid them. The latter, leaping out of the water
for safety, frequently fell into their pursuers’ mouths,
which were ever erect’ and open to receive their prey.
At night the vivid phosphorescent appearance of these
countless shoals, ever i1 quick motion, bore a near re-
semblance to that of a fire-brand whirled violently about.
They attended our course for twelve or fourteen days,
and at length forsook us, much to our regret, as they had
so long constituted our sole amusement.

Wearied and exhausted by frequent calms under a
vertical sun, we werc at length relieved by a breeze ; and
crossing the line at longitude 23° W. had a favourable
passage to the mouth of the great river Plata, our en-
trance into which we were enabled to judge from the
muddy colour of the water, and from numerous flights
of sea-birds, long before we saw land.

Our passage was impeded by a strong south-west
gale, In thesc parts called a Pampero, which blew for
several days, and obliged us to lay the vessel to during
the whole time; we shipped so much water that eur
boats were hourly in danger of being washed away,
and, owing to the stupid carelessness of a Genoese sailor,
our cabin was at one timec half-filled. The gale at
length ceased; a breeze sprung up to the eastward,
and we made all possible sail: after running a south-
west course for two days, we found soundings at thirty-
five fathoms water, and on the second day following
at noon, saw the high land of Maldonado at a distance
of about nine leagues, and the Isle of Lobos four
or five leagues ahead. Passing through the channel
which divides them, we encountered a strong breeze,
and soon afterwards found ourselves in a very critical
situation ; 2 dark night, a heavy and increasing gale of
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wind, the violent uncertain currents of the river, the
English bank to the south, and the Isle of Flores to the
west north-west. The captain knew nothing of the na-
vigation, and J was obliged to command instead of ad-
vising. 1 caused the vessel to be laid to, under the
smallest and most manageable sail possible; kept the
lead continually going, and wore the vessel every two
hours. The night was one of the most dreadful I ever
witnessed ; the moon was over-cast by heavy black
clouds pouring torrents of rain, accompanied with ter-
sible lightning and loud thunder ; the waves, owing to
the shallowness of the water (seven and eight fathoms,)
appeared like breakers. At daylight our prospect was
not much bettered ; a dense fog hindered us from seeing
at all beyond the vessel, and the conflict of the wind
with the current rendered the waves still more boisterous.
In the course of the morning the thunder moderated,
but the stormy rain continued ; no object was distinctly
visible; hidden rocks and sand banks lay on each
side of us; and we were approaching a channel not a
mile wide, rendered more formidable by a strong and
ever-shifting current. In consequence of Incessant exer-
tion I was in a most exhausted state, but the captain and
crew were incapable of affording me a moment’s res-
pite ; danger seemed to have deprived them of their rea-
son, and they looked on all that passed with a fearful
and senseless apathy. I had often had occasion to ob-
serve the intrepid constancy and activity of British
seamen in similar emergencies, and I could not but
be struck with the contrast. 'We shipped several heavy
seas which had the appearance of broken-water, and
hence it again became necessary to keep the lead conti-
nually gomng. At eleven A. M. on finding that we
shoaled our water extremely fast, being already in four
fathom and over very hard ground, I was convinced that
we were at the head of the English bank, and therefore
immediately wore on the other tack toward the island of
Flores. The fog prevented us from taking a meridional
obscrvation, but at three P. M. 1t cleared, and to our
great joy we saw Monte Video before us at four leagues
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distance. Our seamen now took heart, and began to be
more expert ; we made all sail : but, the wind gradually
declining, and a strong current setting directly from the
harbour, we were obliged in the evening to let go our
anchor about two leagues outside the port. Night set
in, accompanied by heavy gusts of wind, which
required me to be constantly upon deck, as Spanish sea-
men know nothing that belongs to an anchor-watch,
and heartily grudge the carc and labour that it demands.
Hence they did not fail to bestow ill-natured sneers and
gibes on me and my nation for the trouble I caused
them, in calling them up to let go another anchor, little
reflecting that had it not been ready ere they left the
deck, we should in all probability have been wrecked.
Another twenty-four hours of unfavourable weather en-
sued, and on the day following we entered the harbour
of Monte Video. ‘

The hardships I experienced in reaching this ill-fated
port, were a fit prelude to the misfortunes that awaited
me there. We were bound for Buenos Ayres : but my
captain, who in London and at Cadiz assured me that he
had the experience of a pilot in the Rio de la Plata,
proved totally ignorant of its navigation, and urged this
circumstance as his reason for putting into Monte Vi-
deo. Happy should I have been, if this had been the
only instance of his ignorance; he gave an ill-judged
and blundering report of me to the governor, and the
sailors affirmed that I was an Englishman, declaring at
the same time that we had passed an English squadron
under Spanish colours.  This statement was enough to
whet the avarice of the governor, who, notwithstanding
I had served the colony, in bringing a cargo which was
then wanted, and every article of which had paid legal
duty in Cadiz, ordered me to be thrown into prison. I
was placed 1n close confinement on board a wretched
sloop of war; and though my health was much im-
paired in consequence of exertion during the voyage, I
was denied every comfort, except such indulgences as
the officers, who lived on shore, could at times clan-
destinely allow. Unprovided with letters of recommen-
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dation to any person in the town, and destitute of the
means of making myself known, I had the mortifica-
tion to see the property I had brought with me seized,
and my papers taken away to be searched and examin-
ed. I'was enjoined to make declarations, and to give
evidence against myself, to men whose sole wish was to
find a pretext for criminating me. After three or four
examinations, it was found that I kad sailed from Cadiz
with a cargo of goods, marked, manifested, and duly
registered, as Spanish ; nor could any circumstance be
discovered as a ground of accusation against me, but
the strong suspicion that I was an Englishman, and on
that account could not be too harshly treated. I had
no lenity to expect from the governor, nor indeed from
any of his advisers, who were, for the most part, men
of the lowest order, refugees from old Spain, in conse-
quence of criminal prosecutions. The rest of his asso-
ciates were the captains and officers of two Spanish

rivateers, all Frenchimen, whose natural prejudices, no
doubt, contributed to foment his antipathy against me.
My sole reliance was on the consignee of the cargo,
who at length arrived from Buenos Ayres ; but instead
of clearing up the affair, he jomed my persecutors,
knowing that if he gave security he should have the
cargo delivered to him. This favourable opportunity he
failed not to embrace ; he soid the property and with-
held the proceeds under the pretext, that he could not
pay them over to me while I remained a prisoner. This
conduct to one who had depended on him for support,
and who relied on his continually delusive promiscs of
assistance, proves him to be one of those mean and
spiritless beings whose station in society is mid-way be-
tween the simpleton and the knave.

My confinement would probably have been long, but
for the good services of a Limenian who attended me
during my illness in Cadiz, and who came over in the
vessel with me.  He was the only person I was permit-
ted to see ; and he interested himself so much in my
behalf that an old gentlewoman with whom he had form-

cd an acquaintance, determined, on hearing my story,
&
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to procurc my liberation, and never rested until she had
procured two bondsmen to answer for my appearance
when called for.

The treatment I experienced while in prison, is one
of the many instances of oppression which disgraced the
administration of the governor, Pasqual Ruis Huidobro.
Tt is well known that his political conduct was entirely
subservient to the interests of the French, and that he
lost no opportunity of evincing his attachment to- their
cause. As a further proof of this, I may state, that
he caused all the captured English seamen to be confin-
ed in the prison, and, although its spacious court was
doubly grated and guarded, he debarrcd them the use
of it, and ordered them to be shut up night and day in
a small room, the door of which was never opened ex-
cept when victuals were given them.

Aware of his severity, and knowing that I was the
only prisoner at large, I was very circumspect, and
strove to guard my conduct and discourse against art-
ful misconstruction ; but I had the misfortune to mcur
%his displeasure at a moment when 1 least suspected it,
by a very trivial, and certainly unintentional offence.
Some written papers had been stuck up In various parts
of the town, by order of Government, inviting foreign
seamen to enter the service. Returning home at mid-
night from a visit, I observed one of these placards ;
the rain, which was pouring very fast, had partly de-
tached it from the wall, and it was blown to and fro by
the wind. Curious to examine the contents of a paper
that had attracted the attention of many persons in the
course of the day, I took it down and carried it home
with me ; this was observed by an old Spaniard of the
name of Dias, who gloried much in having it in his
power to injure me, though a perfect stranger to him,
and unconscious of having done any thing to excite his
malice. At the instance of this man an order was issu-
ed by the governor for my arrest ; I was roused from
my bed by the officers, and again hurried to prison.
What charges were brought against me I could learn
only by report ; they were vague and indefinite, and ne
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opportunity of answering them was allowed. After a
close confinement of six weeks, during which periad
my case was laid before the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres,
I was again suffered to be at large on payment of a fee
of three hundred dollars. It was to the humane exer-
tions of my advocate, seconded by those of the Lime-
nian and the lady before-mentioned, that I owed this
mitigation of my captivity, and I gratefully acknow-
ledge that they made every provision in their power
to render my situation comfortable.

During my stay at Monte Video another adventure
befel me, which had well nigh cost me my life; I am
induced to relate it, by reason of the insight it gives into
the character of a certain class of the people. I had
gone on a shooting excursion to the promoutory oppo-
site Monte Vidco, with my much-valued friend Captain
Collet, owner of two or three large American ships, and
M. Godefroy, a merchant, resident in the town. After
some hours sport we met a party of four Spaniards,
among whem were Mr. Ortiga, the consignee of Captain
Collet, and a person called Manuel d’Iago.  Our friend
M. Godefrey had some conversation with them at a
short distance from us, and on his return gave us to un-
derstand that D’lago had said it would not cost him
above five hundred dollars to send a pair of bullets
through me, and that had I been alone he would not
have scrupled to do it. For this blood-thirsty insinua-
tion I was at a loss to conjecture any motive, nor knew
I the man, except by report, which designated him as a
captain of militia, extremely rigorous in his treatment
of the unfortunate English, whenever his turn to mount
guard at the prison subjected them to his authority.

We pursued our diversion ; he and his party mean-
while arrived at the Signal-house, about three miles
above us, where they took refreshment. Some space
of time afterwards we observed a horse-soldier ride down
towards us, who on approaching eved us with a look of
great suspicion. I'had some little talk with him, having
frequently seen him there before. He returned directly
‘to the Guard-house, and an hour afterwards five blan-
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dengues, or horse-soldiers, sallied from the place at full
speed, and, surrounding us, demanded our arms at the
peril of ourlives. Each of us obeyed, by sx.lrrendern.lg
his fowling-piece, M. Godefroy at the same time enquir-
ing the cause of this extraordinary treatment; but they
ordered him to be silent, and to march on along with us,
or they would tie him on horse-back. We were con-
ducted to the Guard-house, and delivered (the officer
being absent) to the corporal on guard, a fiery old
Spaniard, who ordered us mto an inner room and placed
two sentinels at the door. The fellow was so stifled
by passion, that we could not get an answer from him ;
at every moment he was drawing a long sabre which
hung at his side, and venting his fury in the most
abusive language.  After a full half-hour of expostula-
tion on our part, and menace on his, M. Godefroy
obtained a hearing from him, and, declaring that he was
a merchant, married and actually scttled in Monte Video,
begeed to know by what authority and under what pre-
text he was imprisoned. The corporal, on learning this,
sent a soldier to the officer on guard, and while waiting
his return, related that D’Tago had described us as Iing-
lishmen belonging to a privateer, who had landed with
an intention to blow up the powder-magazines, kill
bullocks, and plunder the natives. It was evident from
his manner that he was very willing to believe this
account, and that by treating us with severity he hoped
to display his zeal for the service, and obtain promotion.
M. Godefroy’s testimony being at length attended to,
another soldier was dispatched to D’lago’s party, who
were not yet embarked, with notice that one of us affirm-
cd himselt to be a resident in Monte Video. This thev
did not contradict, but persisted in their accusations of
the rest of our party ; Mr. Ortiga denied any knowledge
of Captain Collet, probably imagining that, in case of
our conviction, he should benefit by the cargoes which
the latter had consigned to him ; and for me, whom they
denounced as a spy, no punishment in their opinion
could be too ignominious. On the return of the soldier,
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the corporal thought proper to release M. Godefroy,
who took our boat to cross the port to Monte Video
with the intention of procuring an order for our libera-
tion ; but they had scarcely sailed when a gust of wind
arose, and as he and the two boys he had with him
could not manage the sails, they were nearly overset, and
after considerable danger were picked up by a ship in
the road. Meanwhile Captain Collet and I remained in
strict custody, and at every syllable of complaint we
uttered, the corporal brandished his sabre over our heads,
roared out for the guard, and vociferated the most op-
probrious language against the English. Thus threa-
tened at every moment with assassination, we withdrew
into a corner of the room, and quietly waited until the
officer on guard arrived, when we were conducted in
oreat form, between two men with drawn swords, into
the room where he sat to receive us. Nothing could
exceed my joyful surprize at recognizing in the officer
an exeellent and worthy friend, whom I had often
visited at his chacara or farm, and who had glven me
repeated proofs of his liberal disposition and 1ntelligent
mind.  His surprize cxceeded mine; for instead of
plunderers or spies, such as report had described us, he
found an American merchant and a prisoner at large
under bail. He was deeply grieved and ashamed at the
treatment we had met with, liberated us immediately,
mounted us on his own horses, and appointed a trusty
person to attend us to Monte Video, where we arrived
at eight in the evening. The disappointment of the cor-
poral appeared as deep as his rage had been violent;
and the recollection of his conduct opcrated on us as a
warning against persons of his elass, who rarely see an
opportunity of doing mischief to a stranger without a
strong inclination to avail themselves of it.

During the time I was at large, I had leisure to ac-
quire some knowledge of Monte Video. It is a to-
lerably well-built town, standing on a gentle elevation
at the extremity of a small peninsula, and is walled
entirely round. Its population amounts to Dbetween
15,000 and 20,000 souls, The harbour, although
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shoal, and quite open to the pamperos, is the best in the
Rio de la Plata : it has a very soft bottom of deep mud.
When the wind continues for some time at north-east,
ships drawing twelve feet water are frequently a-ground
for several days, so that the harbour cannot be called
a good one for vessels above three hundred or four hun-
dred tons.

There are but few capital buildings; the town n
general consists of houses of one story, paved with
brick, and provided with very poor conveniences. In
the square is a cathedral, very handsome, but awkwardly
situated ; opposite to it, is an edifice divided into a town-
house or cabildo, and a prison. The streets, having no
pavement, are always either clouded with dust or loaded
with mud, as the weather happens to be dry or wet. In
seasons of drought the want of conduits for water is
a serious inconvenicnce, the well, which principally sup-
plies the town, being two miles distant.

Provisions herc are cheap and in great abundance.
Beef in particular is very plentiful, and, though rarely
fat or fine, makes excellent soup. The best parts of
the meat may, indeed, be called tolerable, but they arc
by no means tender.  The pork is not eatable. Such
1s the profusion of flesh-meat, that the vicinity for two
miles round, and even the purlieus of the town itself,
present filthy spectacles of bones and raw flesh at every
step, which feed immense flocks of sea-gulls, and in
summer breed myriads of flies, to the great annoyance
of the inhabitants, who are obliged at table to have a
servant or two continually employed in fanning the
dishes with feathers, to drive away those troublesome
mtruders.

Of the character of the inhabitants of Monte Video,
I am perhaps not qualified to speak impartially, having
been treated with unmerited harshness, deprived of my
property, and repeatedly persecuted on the most ground-
less suspicion. These abuses, however, are solely
chargeable on the governor and on the persons imme-
diately under his influence ; and I am bound in fairness
to avow that I did not perceive any disposition in the
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generality of the people to injure or oppress me. From
individuals in the town I received all the assistance
which disinterested benevolence could afford to a person
in my critical situation ; and were I, from the impulse of
gratitude, to judge of the whole by a part, I should say,
that the inhabitants of Monte Vidco, particularly the
Creolians, are humane and well disposed, when not
actuated by political or religious prejudices. Their
habits of life are much the same with those of their
brethren in Old Spain, and seem to proceed from the
same remarkable union of two opposite but not incom-
patible qualities, indolence and temperance. The ladies
are generally aftable and polite, extremely fond of dress,
and very neat and cleanly in their persons. They adopt
the English costume at home, but go abroad usually in
black, and always covered with a large veil or mantle.
At mass they invariably appear in black silk, bordered
with deep fringes. They delight in conversation, for
which their vivacity eminently qualifies them, and they
are very courteous to strangers.

The chief trade of Monte Video consists in hides,
tallow, and dried beef; the two former of these articles
are exported to Furope, and the latter is sent to the West
Indies, especially to the Havannah. Coarse copper
from Chili in square cakes i1s sometimes shipped here,
as well as an herb called Matte from Paraguay, the
infusion of which is as common a beverage in these
parts as teais in England.

The 1nhabitants were by no means opulent before the
English took the garrison, but through the misfortunes
of the latter at Buenos Ayres, and the losses of our com-
mercial adventurers by ill-judged and imprudent specu-
lations, they were considerably enriched. The great
prospects indulged in England, before the expedition to
la Plata, of immense profits by trade to that river, have
generally ended in ruin ; very few, indeed, of the specu-
lators have escaped without considerable loss. Pro-
perty, once litigated, might be considered in a fair way
for confiscation ; and in case of its having been deposited
until certain questions were decided, restitution was ge-
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nerally obtained at the loss of one half. It frequently
happened that goods detained in the Custom-houses or
lodged in private stores in _the river were opened, and
large quantities stolen. The party on whom suspicion
seemed most reasonably to fall was the consignee, who,
even with a few cargoes, was generally observed to get
rich very rapidly. Not contented with the profits ac-
cruing from his commission, he seldom scrupled to take
every advantage which possession of the property afford-
ed him, of furthering his own interests at the expence of
his correspondent. The dread of a legal process could
be but a slight check upon him, for in the Spanish
courts of justice, as well as in others, a native and a
stranger are seldom upon equal terms. Other circum-
stances have concurred to enrich the inhabitants of
Monte Video. It isa fact which I afterwards ascertain-
ed, that the English exported thither, goods to the
amount of a million and a half sterling, a small portion
of which, on the restoration of the place to the Spaniards,
was re-shipped for the Cape of Good Hope and the
West Indies; the remainder was for the most part
sacrificed at whatever price the Spaniards chose to give.
As their own produce advanced in proportion as ours
lowered in price, those among them who speculated
cained considerably.  The holders of English goods
sold their stock at upwards of fifty per cent. profit
immediately after the evacuation of the place.

The climate of Monte Video is humid. The wea-
ther, in the winter months (June, July, and August,) is
at times boisterous, and the air in that season 1s gene-
rally keen and piercing. - In summer the serenity of the
atmosphere is frequently interrupted by tremendous
thunder-storms, preceded by dreadful lightning, which
frequently damages the shipping, and followed by heavy
rain which sometimes destroys the harvest.  The heat
is troublesome, and 1s rendered more so to strangers by
the swarms of mosquitoes, which it engenders in such
numbers that they infest every apartment.

The town stands on a basis of granite, the feldspar of
which is for the most part of an opaque mulk-white

- iy
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colour, in a decomposing state; in some places it is
found of a flesh-red colour and crystallized. The mica is
generally large and foliated, in many places imperfectly
crystallized. It is obvious that the excessive quantity
of mud in the harbour and throughout the banks of the
river cannot have been formed from this stratum. The
high mount on the opposite side of the bay, which is
crowned with a Light-house, and gives name to the
town, is principally composed of clay-slate in laminz
perpendicular to the horizon. This substance appears
much like basalt in texture, but its fracture is less con-
choidal ; it decomposes into an imperfect species of
wakke, and ultimately into ferruginous argil. Beds of
clay, from which flows much water, are observable in
various parts of the mountain.

The vicinity of Monte Video is agreeably diversified
with low gently-sloping hills, and long valleys watered
by beautiful rivulets ; but the prospects they afford are
rarely enlivened by traces of cultivation; few enclosures
are seen except the gardens of the principal merchants.
The same defect appears in a north-cast direction from
the town, where similar varieties of hill, valley, and
water prevail, and scem to want only the embellish-
ment of sylvan scenery to complete the landscape.
Some wood, indeed, grows on the margin of the
Riachuelo, which is used for the building of hovels and
for fuel. There is a pleasant stream about ten leagues
from Monte Video called the Louza, the banks of
which seem to invite the labour of the planter, and
would certainly produce abundance of timber.* It is
to be remarked that the almost entire want of this arti-
cle here, occasions great inconvenience and expence:
wood for mechanical purposes is extremely scarce, and
planks are so dear that hardly one house with a board-
ed floor is to be found.

* Here I found mint, caraway, and many other aromatic herbs, growing
wild in the greatest luxuriance. The stratum of vegetable earth was at least
two yards thick.

D
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CHAP. 1L

Journey to Barriga Negra---Geology of the Country.—
Limestone, and Mode of burning 1t.— Horned Cattle.
— Peons.— Horses.— Defective Stateof Agricutture.
— Manners of the Inhabitants.—Dress —Wild
Animals. —-Monte Video taken by the Dritish.— My

return thither.

N the arrival of General Beresford’s expedition in

the river, I was again ordered into close confine-

ment, but my advocate obtained permission for me to
be sent into the interior, under a stipulation not to ap-
proach within forty leagues of Monte Video. This
removal seemed for the moment to shut out all hope of
obtaining my liberty, and at the same time threatened
to expose me to fresh dangers, but I derived some con-
solation from the generous offers of shelter and protec-
tion made to me by a worthy Spaniard named Don
Juan Martinez, whose establishment, not more than
fifty leagues from the lake of Meni, was situated at the
full distance prescribed in the orders respecting me.
A retreat so remote and unfrequented offered few
amusements to relieve the tediousness of banishment,
but it at least afforded the prospect of a wider range for
mineralogical observation, and of ampler leisure to at-
tend to this my favourite pursuit.

In the course of the journey thither, my attention
was principally engaged by the wild and solitary aspect
of the country. About twenty-five leagues north-east
from Monte Video, I observed an irregular ridge of
granite mountains in a direction nearly north and south,
and the country from this distance gradually assumes a
rugged appearance. Mica is very common upon the
road, and in some places quartz ; on one hill I gathered
several detached crystals of the latter substance. T'he
ravines of these stony wilds and the wooded margins of
the rivers afford shelter to many ferocious animals,

————
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such as jaguars, (here called tvgers,) lions, and ounces.
Here are also great numbers of wild dogs which breed
in the rocks, and at times make great havock among
the young cattle. The farms in this district, forthe
most part, include tracts of land from twenty to thirty
miles in length by half that extent in breadth, watered
by pleasing streams. Vast herds of cattleare bred upon
them ; it is calculated that each square league sustains
1500 or 2000 head.

At the distance of about forty leagues from Monte
Video, in the direction above mentioned, the range of
hills gradually lessens and disappears ; the country
opens finely on the left, and is Intersected by numerous
rivulets.  After crossing several of these we arrived at
the head of a little brook called Polancos, which a few
miles below, assumes the name of Barriga Negra. It
there receives several small streams, and in the course
of ten leagues is augmented by the confluence of some
others; becoming thus a considerable river, about
as large as the Trent at Gainsborough, it is denomi-
nated Godoy, but on passing into the Portugueze ter-
ritories it changes its name to that of Zebolyati and
flows into the Lagun Meni. Near the junction of two
rivulets, that form the Barriga Negra, stands the
great lime-kiln of my friend, in whose house I took
up my residence, and was received with that kindness
and sincere hospitality, which, in an instant dispelled
every doubt from my mind, and excited in me senti-
ments of gratitude that were every day more deeply
impressed in my heart.

Having become thorouglily domesticated in my new
abode, I began to take excursions into the surrounding
district and the parts beyond it. = The country in ge-
neral may be termed stony and mountainous, though
its inequalities do not exceed those of Derbyshire. No
traces of either volcanic or alluvial matter are to be
found ; the solid rock frequently appears on the surface,
and in many places projects in masses of various sizes.
The mountains and rocks are of granite; no veins of
metallic substance have hitherto been discovered, but
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fine red and yellow jasper, chalcedony, and quarts, are
not unfrequently found loose on the surface. Some
fossils of the asbestos kind, and some very poor oxides
of iron, arc likewise to be met with occasionally. ‘I'he
bases of many of the conical granite mountains are
overlaid with (apparently) primitive lime-stone of an
obscure blue colour, in laminz ; I found in this sub-
stance many capillary veins ol calx-spar, and sometimes
crystals of pyrites. In one part of the vicinity there 1s
a plain about hall a mile square, on the s.urh:ce of
which are found large quantiiies of white lime-stone
in nodules; it is of a very close texture ; but being
considered inferior in quality to the other species it 1s
never converted into lime. The summits of these
mountains are no where calcarcous, excepting those of
one ridge, the singular appearance of which induced
me to trace it as far as was practicable.  The lime-
stone on these summits 1s of a close compact kind,
united to transparent quartz in a tabuiar form, standing,
as it were, in lamine perpendicular to the horizon, and
thus presenting to the view a number of upright slabs
somewhat similar to the grave-stones n a country
church-yard.  This singular ridge apparently com-
mences at a mountain of very unusual form, and, ex-
tending about two miles, 1n which it crosses two or
three valleys, terminates in a ravine of considerable
depth. No vestige of calcarcous crystallization appeared
in this lime-stone.® It is singular to remark, that the
cavities formed by the laminz afford refuge for rep-
tiles, particularly rattle-snakes ; the person employed
by Mr. Martinez in getting the stone destroyed upwards
of twenty-seven serpents of that species in the course
of a few wecks.

The lime-stone is loosened by the wedge and lever,
and brought away 1n large slabs to the kilns, where it
1s broken into fragments of a convenient size, and

_ ® Atasmall town called Minas, ten leagues from AMaldonado, I was
mformed that there was a lead 1nine in lime-stone. A piece of that substance
was sent to me; it was flesh-coloured, granular, and close in textuve.
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burnt with wood. The kilns are capacious, but so
badly constructed that the process of calcination is very
slow and tedious. The lime when slaked, 1s measured,
put into sacks made of green hides, and sent in large
carts, drawn by oxen, principally to Colonia, Monte
Video, and Buenos Ayres.

Barriga Negra is distant about 160 miles north-
east from Monte Video, about 120 from Maldonado,
and 90 from the town of Minas. The country around
it is mountainous, well watered, and not destitute of
wood. The banks of the streams are thickly covered
with trees, rarely, however, of large size, for the
creeping plants, interweaving with the shoots, check
their growth and form an impenetrable thicket. Here
are numbers of great breeding estates, many of which
are stocked with from 60,000 to 200,000 head of
cattle. These are guarded principally by men from Para-
guay called Peons, who live in hovels built for the
purpose at convenient distances. Ten thousand head
are allotted to four or five Peons, whose business it is
to collect them every morning and evening, and once
or twice a month to drive them into pens where they
are kept for a night. The cattle by this mode of man-
agement are soon tamed ; a ferocious or vicious beast
I never saw among them.  Breeding 1s alone attended
to; neither butter nor cheese is made, and milk 1s
scarcely known as an article of feod. "The constant
diet of the people, morning, noon, and night, is beef,
eaten almost always without bread, and frequently with-
out salt. This habitual subsistence on strong food
would probably engender diseases, were it not corrected
by copious draughts of an infusion of their favourite
herb Matte, which are frequently taken.

"The dwellings of the Peons are in general very
wretched, the walls being formed by a few upright
posts interwoven with small branches of trees, plastered
with mud inside and out, and the roof thatched with
long grass and rushes. The door is also of wicker-
work, or, in its stead, a green hide stretched on
sticks and removeable at pleasure. -~ The furniture of
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these poor hovels consists of a few scalps of horses,
which are made to serve for seats; and of a stretched
hide to lie upon. The principal if not the sole cook-
ing utensil is a rod or spit of iron stuck in the ground
in an oblique position, so as to incline over the fire.
"The beef when spitted on this instrument is left to
roast until the part next the fire is supposed to be
done enough, then a twist is given to the rod, which
is occasionally repeated, until the whole 1s cooked.
The juices of the meat, by this mode of roasting, help
to mend the fire, and indeed the people seem to think
that they are fit for nothing else. The meat, which i1s
naturally poor and coarse, being thus dried to a cake,
bears little affinity to the boasted roast beef of Eng-
land. Fuel, in some parts, is so extremely scarce that
the following strange expedient is' resorted to for a
supply. As the mares in this country are kept solely
for breeding, and are never trained to labour, they
generally exceed the due proportion ; a flock of them
is frequently killed, and their carcases, with the excep-
tion of the hides and tails, are uscd as firing.

"The Peons are chiefly emigrants from Paraguay, and
it is a singular fact that, among the numbers that are
here settled, very few women are to be found. A
person may travel in these parts for days together with-
out sceing or hearing of a single female in the course
of his journey. To this circumstance may be attri-
buted the total absence of domestic comfort in the
dwellings of these wretched men, and the gloomy
apathy obscrvable in their dispositions and habits. It
is truc that the mistress of an estate may occasionally
visit it for a few months, but she is obliged during her
stay to live in great seclusion, on account of the dread-
{ul consequences to be apprehended from: being so
exposed.

The dexterous mode in which the Peons catch their
cattle, by throwing a noose over them has been fre-
quently detailed, but certainly no description can do
full justice to their agility. They throw with equal
precision and effect, whether at full gallop or at rest.

I iy s il =
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“Their method of catching horses by means of balls at-
_ tached to leather thongs, is similar to the former but
i more unerring; scarcely an instance has been known of
its failure, except in those frequent trials which are re-
uisite to acquire perfect skill in the practice.

"They have a very singular and simple way of training
mules and horses to draw light carts, coaches, &c. No
harness is made use of; a saddle or pad is girted on,
and a leather thong is fastened to the girth on one side,
so that the animal moving forward, with his body in a
rather oblique direction, keeps his legs clear of the ap-
paratus which is attached to him, and draws with a free-
dom and an agility that in a stranger excite great sur-

rise. A similar contrivance is used in the catching
of cattle. The Peon fastens one end of his lazo (or
noosed thong} to the girth of his horse, who soon
learns to place himself in such an attitude as to draw
the ox which his rider has caught, and even should the
Jatter dismount, he keeps the thong on the stretch.
The horses in this country are very spirited, and per-
» ¢ form- almost -ncredible labour. They seldom work
" longer than a week at a time, being then turned out to
pasture for months together. Their sole food is grass,
and the treatment they meet with from their masters is
most harsh and unfeeling. They are frequently galloped
until their generous fire is spent, and they drop through
exhaustion and fatigue. The make of the bridle is alone
sufficient to torture the animal, being of the heavy
Spanish fashion. They are never shod. The girths of
the saddles are of a curious construction ; they are ge-
nerally formed of shreds of green hide, or of the sinew
of the neck ; the middle part is twenty inches broad,
terminated at each end by an iron ring. One of these ends
is made fast to the saddle by its ring ; to the other side
of the saddle is attached a third ring and a pliable strap,
which, being passed through itand the girth-ring three
or four times, affords the rider great purchase, and en-
ables him to gird the saddle very tight, which is thus
kept so firm in its place that a crupper is unnecessary,
and indeed is never used.
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Trained horses are here from five to seven dollars
each ; horned cattle, in good condition, by the herd of
a thousand at two dollars a head ; mares at three rials
(1s. 6d. sterling) each. Sheep are very scarce and
never eaten ; they are kept by some families merely for
the sake of their wool, which is made into flocks for
bedding. It is worthy of remark that in the remote
parts of the interior, where no scttlements have been
made, the cattle are found of a dark dirty brown colour,
except on a small part of the belly, which is white, but
when they become domesticated they produce breeds of
a lighter colour, with hides beautifully spotted and varie-
gated. The fine herds bred in many parts of this district
have often tempted the Portugueze to make predatory
incursions, and the country being accessible by fine open
passes to the frontier, as well as to the north side of the
Plata, these violations of territory have been carried on
to a very serious extent. So frequent were they at one
period, that it became necessary to appoint a military
force to parade the boundaries and to defend the Spanish
settlements against these inroads. & & s« v s & s & ©

In taking a general view of the country, a stranger
cannot but observe, with regret, that while nature has
been profuse in her blessings, the inhabitants have been
neglectful in the improvement of them. Here is, for
instance, abundance of excellent clay and plenty of
wood on the margin of the rivers, yet it 1s rare to meet
with an inclosure, even for a Kkitchen garden, much
more so for a corn-field. They generally choose their
grounds for tillage by the bank of a rivulet, so as to
have one side or sometimes two sides bounded by it;
the remainder 1s fenced in the most clumsy and bung-
ling manner imaginable. Ploughing is performed by
the help of two oxen yoked toa crooked piece of wood,
about four inches in diameter, ana pointed at the end.
After the ground has been rooted up, the wheat is
sown, without any previous attempt to clear it from
noxious seeds. While it grows up, it 1s never weeded ;
so that wild oats, poppies, and other pernicious heibs,
thriving among it in thick luxuriance, obstruct the sun’s

- ———
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rays and hinder it from ripening kindly. Indian corn,
beans, melons, &c. are all treated in a similar way.
The wheat, when ripe, is cut down with sickles and
gathered into heads or sheaves. A circular pen of from
40 to 60 yards in diameter is then formed with rails
and bides ; In the centre of this enclosure is placed a
quantity of about 100 or 200 quarters of wheat in the
straw. The pile 1s so formed as to have the ears on the
outside as much as possible. A small quantity is pulled
down towards the circumference of the circle, and a
herd of about twenty mares are driven in, which, be-
g untamed, are easily frightened and made to gallop
round. At this pace they are kept by means of whips
for four or five hours, until the corn is trod out of the

ears, and the straw is completely reduced. Another parg..

cel of the sheaves is then pulled down, and a fresh herd
of mares is let in, and this operation is repeated until the
whole heap 1s reduced, and the straw is broken as small
as chaff. In this state it is left until a brisk wind hap.
pens to rise; and then the winnowing is performed by
emptying baskets of the mixed grain and chaff at an
elevation of eight feet from the ground. While the
chaft 1s borne away by the current of air, the grain fulls,
and at the close of the operation, is sewed up in green
hides. In this state it is sent to the sea-ports, where a
considerable quantity of biscuit is prepared for shipping.
It is obvious, that by the above mode of separating the
grain, a conslderable quantity must be lost by abrasion,
and by mixture with a large portion of earth which can-
not be blown away by the wind

The climate and soil are equally favourable for the
growth of grapes, apples, peaches, and in short every
species of fruit belonging to the temperate zone, but
these are known here only as rarities. ‘That inestima-
ble root, the potatoe, would thrive abundantly, if once
introduced ; but, though much has been said in recom-
mendation of it, the people remain totally averse to this
or any other proposal for improving their means of sub-

sistence, and scem to wish for nothing bevond the bare
)




34 TRAVELS IN THE

necessaries of life. Indeed the state of society among
“them weakens those ties which naturally attach men to
the soil on which they are accustomed to subsist. The
Yeons, brought from Paraguay in their infancy, grow
up to the age of manhood in a state of servitude, un-
cheered by domestic comlfort; at that period they
generally wander in scarch of employment toward the
coast, where money is In greater plenty. They are for
the most part an honestand harmless race, though equal-
ly liable, from the circumstance of their condition, to
acquire habits of gambling and intoxication,® as .the
higher classes of prople, numbers of whom fall vicums
to those seductive vices. The various evils hence re-
sulting are multiplied by the lax administration of the
laws ; even in case of murder the criminal has little to
{car if he can escape to a distance of twenty or thirty
leagues ; he there lives in obscurity, probably for the
remainder of his life, without ever being brought to
justice. I know not whether this want of vigilance 1n
the magistracy be not a temptation for the numerous

¥ Such is their excessive propensity to gambling, that they frequently car-
ry cards in their pockets, and, when an opportunity occurs, torm parties, and
retire to a convenient place, where one of them spreads hjs pancho or nuntle
on the ground, in licu of a table. When the loser has parted with his money,
e will stake bis clothes, so that the game generally continues until one of
them gocs away almost naked. 'I'his bad practice often leads to serious con-
sequences. I once observed aparty playing in the neighbous hood of a chapel
«fter mass had been said, when the clergymun came and kicked away the
cards in order to put an end to the game.  On this one of the Peons rose up,
und retiving a few paces, thus accosted the intruder : ¢ Father, 1 will obey
vou as a priest; but” (drawing his knife)  you must beware how you mo-
lest our diversions.””  The clergymun knew the desperate character of these
men too well to remonstrate, and retired very hastily not a little chagrined.

On another occasion a party of Pcons were gambling with a Spunish cor-
poral in the prison-yard, when a dispute arising, the latter drew his sword
on his unarmed antagonist, and wouaded him so severely in the arm, that
he was oblired to undergo amputation the day following.

It is usual for a PPeon who has been fortunate at play, to go to Monte
Video and clothe himself anew in the shop of a slop-selier. While the man
is looking out the articles he calls for, he deliberately places his dollars on
the counter, in separate piles, assigning each to its destined purpose. He
1!1en retires 1o & corner, and attives himseif’; an unfortunate comrade invus
riably attends him, who examines his cast clothes, and, if better than his
own, puts them on.  After passing u few days in idleness, he scts out on his
return home, where he appears in his new dress.
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refugees who seek shelter here, such as European
Spaniards, who have deserted from the service or have
been banished for their crimes. These wretches, load-
ed with guilt, flee into the interior, where they seldom
fail to find some one or other of their countrymen who
is willing to give them employment, though frequently
at the peril of his life. By the corrupt example of
these refugees, the innocent Creolian 1s soon initiated
in vice, and becomes a prey to all those violent passions
which are ¢ngendered and fostered by habitual intoxi-
cation.

The common dress of the people is such as might
be expected from their indolence and poverty. They
generally go without shoes and stockings ; indeed as
they rarely go on foot, they have seldom occasion for
shoes. Some of them, particularly the Peons, make
a kind of boots from the raw skins of young horses,
which they frequently kill for this sole purpose. When
the animal is dead, they cut the skin round the thigh,
about eighteen inches above the gambrel ; having strip-
ped it, they stretch and dress it until it loses the hair
and becomes quite white. The lower part, which
covered the joint, forms the heel, and the extremity is
tied up in a bunch to cover the toes. These boots,
when newly finished, are of a delicate colour, and very
generally admired. The rest of their apparel consists
of a jacket, which is universally worn by all ranks, and
a shirt and drawers made of a coarse cotton cloth

“brought trom the Brazils. Children run about with

no dress but their shirts until the fifth or sixth year.
Their education is very little attended to, and is con-
fined to mere rudiments; a man who 1s able to read
and write, 1s considered to have all the learning he can
desire.

Among the many natural advantages which this
district possesses, are the frequent falls in the rivulets
and larger streams, which might be converted to vari-
ous mechanical purposes, if the population were more
numerous and better instructed. Some of these streams,
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as was before stated, join the various branches of the
Godoy, and flow into the lake Meni; those on the
other side the mountains in a northerly direction empty
themselves principally through the Riachuelo and the
St. Lucia, into the Plata.

The want of cultivation in this vast territory may be
inferred from the numbers and varieties of wild animals
which breed upon it. Tygers, ounces, and lions are
common. The former are heavy sluggish animals ;
their chief prey is the young cattle, which they find in
such abundance that they rarely attack a man. Hence
little danger is to be apprchended from them by any
person travelling on horseback,* unless when 1nadvert-
ently approaching the haunt of a female with young.
"I'he ounce has the same character, and the lion 1S
considered less vicious than either.  There is an ani-
mal of the pig kind, cailed the pig of the woods, which
has an aperture on its back, whence it emits a most
intclerable stench when closely pursued. If on kill-
ing the animal, the part be instantancously cut out, the
flesh affords good eating, but should that operation be
neglected, even for a short period, the taint contaminates

* Among the many daring and active feats performed by the P’eons, cne
of the most extraordinary of late years, was the capture of a tiger by a fe-
male of that tribe. She was a mulatto-woman, brought up in the vicinity of
Burriga Negra. She was accustomed at arn early age to ride horses, and
prided herself in doing oflices which belonged to the stronger sex, such as
catching catle with the noose, killing them, &c. Her form was masculine,
and she became so inured to men’s work, that she was hired as a Peon, und
fulfilted that office much to the satisfaction of her employcrs. She was not-
cd for selecting spivited horses, and for riding them at full speed.  One day
on her return from labour, as she was passing a rivulet, she observed a large
tyger at no great distance. Surprized that the animal did not steal away,
as 1s generally the case when he sees a person mounted, she drew nearer, still
keeping her horse’s head from him, 50 as to be ready to gullop oft if he should
make a spring. He was still inattentive and motionless ; the woman observing
this, and thinking he ailed something, after some minutes’ pause backed her
horse until she came within twenty yards of him, loosening at the same time
her noose from the saddle, which she ihrew most dexterously over his neck,
and immed:ately galloped away with him to a considerable distance. "Whe-
ther ill or not before, she kn: w he must now be dead ; she therelove alighted
flayed l}nm, an.d carried home the skin as a trophy. The animal was above:
tlic ordinary size, and not smaller than a calf of six weeks old. This exploit
_\V;{S long the walk of the neighbourhood, and I'have heard the woman herselt
rclate it.
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the whole carcase. The domestic pigs are by no means
good ; they feed so much upon beef that their flesh is
very hard and coarse. There is an animal of the opos-
sum kind, about the size of a rabbit, called a zurilla,
the skin of which is streaked black and white, and is
considered of some value. When attacked, it ejects
a fetid liquor, which is of so pungent a nature, that if it
falls on any part of the dress of its pursuers, there is no
possibility of getting rid of the stench but by continual
exposure to the weather for some months. The zurilla
is very fond of eggs and poultry, and sometimes enters
a house in quest of its prey; the inhabitants immedi-
ately hasten out and leave their unwelcome visitant in
quiet possession as long as she chooses to stay; well
aware that the slightest attempt to drive her out, would
expose them to an ejectment from the premises for
ever. Eagles both of the grey and blue species, as
well as other birds of prey, are found here in great
numbers. Here are also parroquets in immense flocks,
pigeons, great red-legged partridges, small partridges,
wild ducks, and wild turkies. Ostriches of a large
species are very numerous ; they are so fleet and active
that even when well mounted I could never get near
them but by surprise ; the stroke of their wing 1s said
to be inconceivably strong.

Here are considerable herds of small deer, which n
this fine country would afford the sportsman excellent
diversion, but unfortunately the dogs are good for
nothing, as there is no attention paid to the preserva-
tion of the breed. T'he rivers produce tortoises and
other amphibious animals, but they are chiefly noted
for a variety of singularly ugly fish, which aftord tolec-
rable but by no means good food.

During a residence of six months in this remote dis-
trict, as a prisoner at large, or in fact as a welcome guest
at the house of a most hospitable man, my life passed
away in an equable tenour, uninterrupted by those vi-
cissitudes that elsewhere befel me, and therefore a nar-
rative of it is little calculated to interest the reader.—
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Rather than occupy his attention by relating my various
hopes and disappointments as the prospect of liberation
became more or less favourable, I have chosen to pre-
sent him with the result of some general observations
on the country, made during the daily excursions which
I enjoyed through the liberality of my friend. The
longer I resided in his house, the greater was his kind-
ness to me in allowing me those indulgences, and the
more did he and his family strive to render my exile
agreeable. An event at length occurred which at once
delighted and distressed me, because while it afforded
me hopes of immediate deliverance, it destroyed for a
time the harmony which so long subsisted between me
and my protector. I allude to the taking of Monte
Video by the British troops under Sir Samuel Auch-
muty.

On hearing of the surrender of the place, I solicited
Mr. Martinez to liberate me, as I thought myself no
longer a prisoner. He seemed much astonished at this,
and gave me to understand that I continued a prisoner,
because, not being actually at Monte Video, I was still
in the power and under the jurisdiction of the Viceroy
of Buenos Ayres. This worthy man’s mind was so
distracted by the fall of the town, and by the disgrace
of the Spanish arms, that he secluded himself from
society, and avoided all communication with me.—
Under these circumstances I was advised to attempt my
escape, but I felt great repugnance at the idea of thus
wounding the feelings of a man who had humanely
released me from confinement, and had ever treated
me as a brother. Averse to such an act of ingratitude,
I intreated his amiable wife to intercede for me, and to
suggest that, on returning to Monte Video, it might
be in my power to be of service to him.  But he re-

jected the proposal in the most vehement manner, and

forbade any one to talk to him on the subject. 1 now
thought that my liberty was unreasonably denied me,
and as I saw no probability of obtaining it but through
my own exertions, I determined at all events to make

T
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the attempt. After deliberating for some days, and
consulting with two men who had frequently mention-
ed the subject to me, I decided on my plan of escape,
and gave them six ounces of gold to provide horses and
every thing necessary. On the appointed night, all
was in readiness, the horses were saddled, and the men
waiting to escort me. This moment was one of the
most melancholy in my life; I reflected with com-
punction that, while striving to regain my freedom, I
was apparently abusing the confidence of a man of
honour who had done all in his power to merit my
friendship. Agitated by these emotions, and oppress=
ed by a sadness which the thick gloom of the night
rendered more heavy, I was walking to and fro in the
neighbourhood, on the spot appointed for my guides
to meet e, when a voice, to which I was familiar, ac-
costed me. The person was very near me, but owing
to the extreme darkness I could not see him. He
asked me what I was doing there. I replied, ‘ only
walking about.” ¢ Don Juan,” said he, “you are
going to escape to night.”” I answered, ¢ indecd I
am not.” He replied, ¢ you are; and the men whom
you have chosen for your guides are to murder you,
to seize your money, and to bury you in a ravine about
a league distant. The man in whom you have most
confided has a knife concealed in his saddle, with which
he is to give you the fatal blow.”” This so staggered
me that I was unable, at the moment, to make any an-
swer. I felt confident that no one knew of my intend-
ed departure, except the two men and myself. On
asking, “how do you know this ?” he replied, “1
overheard them talking of it.”” He added, ¢ you know
they are both gamblers, and one of them killed two
men last year.”” Ere I had recovered my surprise, so
as to speak again, the man went away. While medi-
tating on the choice of evils, namely, whether to run
the risk of being murdered and thrown into a ravine,
or to abandon my design and remain a prisoner, one of
my hired Peons came to inform me that the horses
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were waiting. I told him I had a violent pressure at
my stomach and could not ride. He treated this very
lightly, and urged me with great earnestness to mount
at all events. Considering at this moment that money
was of little value in compurison with my life and liberty,
I offered to give him two ounces of gold if he would
perform a picce of service for me, which 1 would €X-
plain to him through my room window at midnight.
He still used cvery argument to persuade me immedi-
ately to set out, but finding that I persisted in alledging
my indisposition as an eXcuse, he at length acceded to
my proposal. Having reached my chamber, I wrote
to a magistrate in Monte Video, who, I knew, would,
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